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TAD LINCOLN'S FATHER

In the autoblographicnl sketeh which
Abriham Lincoln prepared for Seripps
in 1860, he wald that “in 1854 hi= pro-
fesslon had nlmost superseded the
thought of politics in his mind, when
the repeal of the Missouri compromise

arovsed him as he had never been
hefore,™

We are

very fortu-

mite in hav-
ing a por-
trait of Lin-
coln takoen
wh e thine
when he
was glving
o=l of his
pilention to
his profes-
ghon nnd he-
fore he
threw  him-
selfl  almost
‘l-']lu"}' inlo
the political
turmoil ol
that day.
From the
viewpoint of
Lineoln's
success n8 u lowyer, the wear 1853
murks the most mportant epoch of his
career. At this time he was retnined
s mn attorney for the [Minoks Centeal
Ralleoud, and his petivities in relation
to this important ecliont are oo well

known 1o rehenrse,

While we do not know the mouth
or day on which this photograph was
tnken, we do have evidence that Lin-
coln was in Danville, llinoiz, on May
27, 1853, an he wrole to George B
Kinkead of Lexington, Kentucky, a
lelter postmarked Dunville, Hlinoiz, in
which he mays:
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“l am here attending eourt a hun-
dred and thirty miles from home™

Pozaibly the distanes from home ot
this time scomed further than wsual
as ek In Springficld there was o new
baby less than two months old in the
Lineoln homo, Thomas, or Tad, the
fourth and youngest son of Abrahom
and Mary Lincoln was born April 4,
1863, Tad ls the child shown with his

father in one of the late photographs
amil often portrayed with him
than any of the other children.
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This 18543 picture should be associ-
ated with Abralm Lineoln in the role
of futher of thrae vollicking bovs, (one
son died In Infaney ) and mlso that of
i tvpdonl family .

The story of this porteait of Lincoln
taken ot Donville, inois, comes down
o us through Mr. W, L Hilyvard of
Nebraska, the owner of the original
iliguerreot vm,

Mr. Hilyard claims that his father
aid Mr., Lindoln were close friends
pnd that while in Danpville, Lineoln
olten roomed with them. The elder
Hilyard was a deputy sherif and
would poturally come in contact with
the Court House,

It wos agreed by these two [riends
that they would have thelr pletures
taken for presentation to cacli other,
wnd  the photogeriph  gallery  of  Mr.
Joslin wag vigited amd the exchange
of diaguerreot ypos mnilse

Lincoln wt

Not ounly does this porteall serve as
o pgood lkenesa of the professjonal
Lincoln but it also memorinlizes an-
other Lincoln fricndship which began
in  Danville, Mioois, awpd lasted
throughout Lincoln's life,

Ward H. Lamon gives this reminis-
cence of his lirst meeting with Abra-
ham Lincoln shortly after Lamon had
arrived i Danville from Vieginia, He
eluimes he wos Introducsd to Lineoln
by Hon. John T. Stuart in 1547 and
alter Lidncoln had looked bl over and
observid  hils  Ufosldononble  foggery—
swnllow teil cont, white neck cloth,
and ruffed shirt," o sald;

“Amd s ¥You are a cousin of our
friend John J. Brown; he told me vou
were coming. Golng to try your hand
ut the law, are you? | should know
i o glance that you were s Virginian;
but | don’t think you would succeed
af splitting ralle. That was my occn-
pation at your age, and | don't think
much pleasare in

I have mkien #s

anyihing else from thal day to this™

It was customary for some of the
lawyers who itraveled the cirenit io
form local pacinershlps o the owns
where  the courts convened,  Three
veura aftor Lomon mot Lincoln . and
while Lomon was sl wntrained in
the legal profession Lincoln [ormed
gich 6 partnershilp with b, Bomie

recent  blogmphers would probably
suggest that this relationship, az far
ad  Lincoln wis concerned, was a
purely selfish contnet, but it looks as
if Lincoln woas trying to help o relo-
tivie of one of his clogae friends, John
J. Brown, to got o stard in the legal
profoession,

This purtnership which began in
15600 lusted for elght vears at which
time Lamon was made district attor-
One wondera just how much in-
Auence Lincoln exeried on Lamon's
behalf in this Instance,

ney,

A professionnl card appearing in the
Mlineis Citizen reveals that their of-
fee was “on the pecond floor of the
Barnum building over Willlams® store™
ut Danville, HEnols,

The portradt which we hive chosen
to cnll “The Professlonn]l Linesin®
may not only serve e o memorial of
him oa a family man and o leading
attorney, but it may also serve ns a
raminder of some of Lincoln's con-
tacts whith Dansille,

One of the apeeches loading op to

the Lincoln-Douglas debates was de-
liversd by Lincoln at Danville on Sep-
tember 22 IKGE,
Danville when he wrotle
n letter o James A, Briges, dated
November 13, 1550, staling that he
wonld “be on hand” for the Cooper
Union speech.

Dunville was the last linols town
through which Abraham Lincoln
pussedd on his way 1o the Innnguration
ab Wanhington and traditions are cur-
rent ahout Wis Hogering on the plat-
foru of the tealn o loig while looking
on [linois for the last time. On the
train with him was Lamon whose
friemdship ha hoad made ot Danville,

This portrait, taken seven yoars
after the earliest daguerreotype of
Lincoin was made, acts as a transition
picture between Lincoln the Congress.
man and Lincoln the President. Those
who cannot fod the Tnmiline lines of
Linecoln's face In the portralt of 1548
when he was but (hirty-seven years
of age will do well to compare with
ft this portrait taken at the age of
forty-fonr,

Tho Lineoln  Historionl Research
Foundution 18 under  obligation o
Clint Clay Tiiton, of Duunville, IHinois,
for the presentntion of o photographic
copy of this daguerveotype,

He was in



