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LINCOLN LETTERS

Lincoln Lore has not published «
more valuable contribution than the
series on Lincoln Letters which is be-
ing brought to a close with this issue.
The cataloging of all of the published
letters of Abraham Lincoln has been
a task with a two-fold purpose; the
ferreting out of unpublished Lincoln
correspondence and the visualizing ol
the mass of Lincoln's writings now
available.

When one considers that the most
authentic character skelch of Abra-
ham Lineoln is to be found in the let-
ters which he wrote, the wvalue of
every fragment of his correspondence
is evident.

With over 2300 letters already

rinted in standard publications of

is works, it should not be very diffi-
cult for anyone who cares to read
through this correspondence to form
a fairly accurate opinion of the man.
It is this mass of material which the
biographers of Lincoln have found to
be their most trustworthy source.

There is every reason to believe
that there are still hundreds of Lin-
coln letters which are not included in
the seven publications used in com-
piling this chronological list. More
than one hundred letters not appear-
ing in any of these books have been
discovered by the foundation, since
this saries began.

Although the last book featuring
new Lincoln letters was published but
u yvear ago, ancther fully as laxge is
now on the press.

An. appraisal of these letters, al-
though some might be considered
priceless, would easily amount to two
millions of dollars.

There has been no attempt to list
the large number of documents signe:
by Lincoln, One Lincoln manuscript
gold recently for $100,000.

From time to time it is the purpose
of Lineoln Lore to izsue supplemen-
tary lists of new letters discovered so
that this seriez may serve as a com
plete check list.

We would urge all who may have
unpublished Linecoln Letters in their
posseasion to have them depogited if
possible in fire-proof vaualts and at
least have copies made of the con-
tents if inconvenient to secure photo-
graphs of them. While this series
was in progress the attention of the
editor was called to a letter said to
have been written by Abraham at
least two years earlier than the first
one presented in this eatalog, but re-
cently it has been destro by fire
with no copy available. his 18 bu
one of many similar instances
bro t to our attention, where valu-
ahle Lincoln letters have been lost or
destroyed.
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The books named below have been
used as services for this compilation:
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Drana, Gen. N. J. T., Fab. 18, N. 653.
Beanneit, J, G., Fab, 20, M. 658.

Officer In command, Davenport, Fab,
20, To, 546.

Fletcher, Gov.,, Feb. 20, N, 6568,

Offfcer In command, Lexington, Fab.
22, Ta. bda.

Grant, Gen. U, 8, Feb. 23, Ta, 454,

Pope, Gen., Fab, 24, Ta. 445

Grant, Gen. 0. B, Feb. 24, N. §54.

Palmer, Gen. J. M., Feb. 24, N. §5d.

Grant, Gen, U. 8., Feb, 25, N. (564,

Grant, Gen., Feb. 27, F. 327.

Flatchear, Gov., Feb. 17, N. 665.

Boeochor, H. W., Feb. 27, N. 666,

Command, Harper's Ferry, Fab, 23§,
Ta, 4568,

Beott, Gen,, March 1, M. 655,

Conway, T. W., March 1, F. 3IT.

Cox, 8. B., March 2, Tr. 3562
Grant, Gen., March 2, N. 656,
Sumner, Chasg., March b, N. 658,
Saward, SBee, March 6, N. G658,
Tod, Hon, Dayid, March 6, Ta. 4506,
Dixon, Judge, March 7, Tr. 253,
Grant, Gen.,, March 7, N. 658,
Pope, John, March 7, N. 658,
Grant, Gen., March 8 XN, B8R,
Burtlett, W. 0., March 8, Ta. 466.
Sec. of Mavy, March T; B. 60,
Grant, Gen,, March 8, N. 653.
Btamnton, E, M., March 11, A. I71,
Blow, H. T., March 13, Tn. 465.
Goodrich, J. %, March 13, N. 661,
Grant, U. B, Murch 13 A 374,
Weed, Thurlow, Mareh 18, N, 661,
Ord, Maj).-Gen., March 16, &'u.. 465,
Hough & Others, March 17, F. 336.
Fopa, Gen. J., March 1% N, 603,
Hnll, Mrs. Amanda H., March 20, Tr.
253,
Ord. Gen., March 20, F. 340,
Swann, Gov,, March 20, H. 6§83,
Grant, Gen., U, B, March 20, N. 664,
Lincoln, Captain, Maroh 21, N, &64.
Scates, Judge, aarch 21, N. 664,
Hancoek, Gen,, March 22, 1. 341,
Grant, Gen. U, 8, March 231, G. 61,
Dodge, Gon,, March 23, Ta. 406,
Btanton, Beo., March 25, Ta. 466.
Btanton, Sec,, March 26, F, 343,
Stanton, March' 27, F. 343,
Stanton, Sec.; March 38, F. 344,
Weltzel, Gen. Godfrey, March 25, Ta.
263
Btanton, Sec., March 20, F. 344.
Stanton, HSed, March 31, F. 346,
Grant, Gen. U, 8, April 1, ¥, 846.
Btanton, Beo., April 1, F. 340,
Grant, Gen. U. 8., Aprll 1, F. 347,
Bawnrd, Bea, April 1, F. 347.
Baward, W. H., April 1. A. 373,
Stanton, See., April 2, N. 666,
Mra. Lingoln, April 2, Ta, 457.
Grant, Gen., April £, F. 361.
Lincoin, Mra., April 2, F. 351,
Btanton, Soc., April 3, N. 687,
Stanton, Beo., April 4, . 352,
Bianks, Gen., April 5, N. 868,
Btantom, Sec., April §, G, 73.
Beward, Sec., April §, F, 353,
Zacretary of State, Aprll 6. Ta, 458,
Grant, Gen. U. B, April 8, N. 685,
Waltzal, Gen. G., April ¢, F. 355.
Btanton, Bae., April 7, F. 366
Chrant, Gon., April 7, F. 254,
Plerpoint, Gov., April 10, N, 670,
Stanton, Seo., J‘Lpr 110 iT', 364,
Stantem, B. M., April 10, A, 373,
Gordon, Gen, G, H, April 11, 'Ta. 458,
Weltzel, Gon. G.; April 13, K. 676.
Waltzel, Gen., April 12, N. 876,
MeCullough, Hugh, April 13, A 373,
Hpend, James, April 12, A 374
Vin Alen, Gen., April 14,
Achmun, George, April 14, G. 84,
Grant, Gen,, April 14, G. #4.



