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LINCOLN LE'ITERS 
Lincoln Lore hus not. 1>ublbhcd a 

more vnluable contribution than the 
scricl:i on Lincoln Letters which i~ be
ing brought to a clo:;e with this i~uc. 
The cataloging of nil of the publish•'<~ 
letters of Abraham Lincoln has been 
l;l t.,ask with a two--fold purpose; the 
ferreting out o£ unpubli:;hed Lincoln 
correspondence and lhc "isualizing 01 

the mallS of Lincoln's \\Titing ... now 
uvuilable. 

\Vhcn one consid<:rs thut the most 
authentic character sketch of Abra
ham Lincoln is to be fowtd in the let
ters which he wrot.e, the value of 
every fragnwnt of hi:s eoncspondencc 
1:; evident. 

With over 2300 letters already 
printed in :;tundurd publications of 
his works, it i)hoult.l not be very diffi
cult for unyonc who cares to read 
lhrough thi~ correspondence to form 
u fairly uccurntc opinion of the man. 
It h; this mass of material which the 
biogruphcrs of Lincoln ha\'C found to 
be their most trustworthy source. 

There is every reason to believe 
that U1cre nrc still humlrcd$ of Lin~ 
coin letters which nrc not included in 
the seven publications used in com
piling t.hh; chronological list. More 
lhun one hundred letters not appeou
ing in any of these books have be<:n 
dbcovcred by the foundation, since 
this series began. 

Although the last book featut;n~; 
new Lincoln lcttert:t was published but 
a ye..1.r ~1go, another fully as large " 
now on the press. 

An appraisal of these letters, al· 
though some might be considered 
priceless, would eu~ily nmount t.o two 
millions of dollars. 

There bus been no attempt to lisl 
the large number of documents sigm 
by Lincoln. One Lincoln mnnuscript 
.;ole! recently for $100,000. 

From time to time it. iN the purpO::iC 
of Lincoln Lore to issue supplemen
tary lists of new letters discovered so 
thut thi~ ~cries may serve as n com 
plctc check list. 

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 

\\' c would urge all who rnay have 
unpublished Lincoln Letters in thch· 
possession to have them deposited if 
po~siblc in fire-proof vaults and nt 
least have copies mndc of the con
tents if inconvenient to secure photo
graphs uf them. While this series 
wa!S in progrc$s the nttention of the 
editor wa;J called to a letter said to 
have been written by Abraham nt 
lca.t;t two years earlier than the fin;t 
one presented in t.his catalog, but re
cently it. has been destroyed by fil't' 
with no copy available. 'l'his is bu 
one of many similar instances 
brought to our attention, where valu
able Lincoln letters have been lost or 
destroyed. 

Annual Correspondence 

1833 1 1850 --15 
1831 1 1851 ---15 
1836 5 1852 3 
1837 4 1853 ---18 
1838 - 3 1854 --· 28 
1839 .. 9 1855 ---19 
1810 8 1856 --23 
1811 6 1857 - 22 
1812 - 17 1858 - 70 
1813 9 1859 53 
18.J4 10 1860 166 
18·15 10 1861 216 
1846 16 1862 __ ... ..211 
1847 12 1863 -- - 543 
18·18 -·- 38 1864 -·-536 
1819 ·U 1865 ·---180 

Total corr espondence 2311 

The books named below have been 
used as sen•ice:; for this compilution: 
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1865 
lJauo, <.it·n. N.J. T., l•'cb. 18, N. G53. 
Dennett, J. G .. Feb. 20, N. 053. 
omcer In commouu.l, Davt!nporl, F'eb. 

20. •ro. 6-15. 
Fletcher, Go\',, Feb. 20, N. (i$8. 
Officer In command, Lexlnaton, Feb. zz. Ta. U46. 
GrnrH, Gttn, U. :;,., ~-~~~~. 23, TR. 454. 
l"OII\t, <i\!n., I•',:L. 2-l, Ta. H.G. 
urnnt, t:t-·n. tl. K, Feb. 24, :.:. 66 ... 
Palmer, Gen. J. ~d., Feb. 24. N. 654. 
Crnnt, Gen. U. ::;,, Feb. 25, X. G54. 
Grant, Gun., .. ~eb. 27, 1·~. 327. 
l"latchcr, Gov., l•',.b. 21, N. 655. 
Deec.:hcr, 11. W., l"eb. 27, N. 655. 
Command, Har'p<>r"a Ferry, Feb. 2.8, 

Tn. 4tt5. 
SCott, Gen., March 1, N. GS5. 
Conway, T. \\'., Mnrch 1, F. 311. 
Cox. S. S., .Mu.rch 2. Tr. 252. 
Grant, Gen., March 2, N. 656. 
Sumner, Chas., Mardl U, N. GG~. 
~eward, ~CC'., March 6, N. 658. 
Tod, Hon. Ua\'fd, ~11\rch 6, Ta. t55. 
l>lxon, J udJ::o, MllrCh 7, 'l'r. 252. 
Or{l.nl, Gt.•n., Mur<:t1 7, N. 65~. 
I'upc, John, Mtu·ch 7, ~. 651$ • 
Gr.ml., G..:n., Mnrch b, ~. ti59. 
BurOott, W. 0., March 9, T.~ 455. 
~c. ot Na\'y, March 7. B. GO. 
Gran~ Gen., ){arch 9, N. ~59. 
:Stanton, E .• \1, March 11. A. 371. 
BIO\\~, H. T ., l\fnrch 13, Ta. 455. 
Uoudrlch, J. z .• March 18, :S. 661. 
Gram, u. $., March 13, A. 372. 
\\ I.'NI, 'fhurlow, March Ut, N. G6l. 
(Jrd. MaJ.•Gt.'n., lhlrC'h lti, Tu.. 16S. 
llout;h & Othcrts.. Murch 17, F. 33G. 
l'OJ)C, Co~;n. J., March 19, N. G63. 
Jl(lll, Mra. Amanda B., :\larch 20, Tr. 

253. 
orll. Ccn., llarch 20, 1'\ StO. 
Swann, Gov., March 26, H. 663. 
Gr.mt, uen. U. &, l\tn.reh 20, N. 6Gt. 
Lincoln, Captnln, ltareh 21, N. 66-1. 
HcnteH, Judg~. ~larch 21, N. 664. 

llt1ncock, Gen., Mnreh 22, 1•~. 341. 
Grunt, Gen. U. S .. Mnrch Zl, G. Gl 
Dodge, G1.1n., March !3, Ta. 4GG. 
Stanton, Sec., March 2:i, Ta. -1Ci6. 
Stanton, S~c .. March 21i, F. 3-13. 
Stanton, )Larch 27, F. 343. 
SLnnton, Sec., !!larch 28, F. 344. 
Wett.zt:l. Geu. <Jodtrey, Mnreh 29, 1'a. 

2S3. 
Stanton, Stc., :\f:uch 30, 1-.... 34.4. 
Stu.nton, Stc., March 31, }!', S•5. 
Grant, Gen. U.S., April 1, F. 846. 
:>tunton, Sec., April 1, F. 3-16. 
Grant, Gen. U. i:l., April 1. F. 347. 
Seward, Sec., AprJI 1, F. 3t7. 
Seward, W. H ., April 1t.A. 373. 
Stanton, ~"'c .. April 2, N. Gt:.6. 
ltrs. l.oht(.'Oin, April :!, Ta. 457. 
Grunt, G1111 •• AJitll 2, 1•'. 3~1. 
l.htcoln, llrl'l., .April !, F. 351. 
Stlutton, St•('., Allrll 3, N. Gt/7. 
Stu.n tuu, Sf! c., Aprtl •. F. 352. 
Danks, Gen., April S, N. 668. 
Stanton, sec., April 5, G. 73. 
St<W11.r.J, St'C., April (t, P, 3()3. 
~t·l.'r~•tRr.)' of Stall', AJH'Jl 5. Tn.. t5s. 
nrn.nt, (.h-n. l.l. t;;., AJ)rli 6, N. Gci'S. 
\Vttlt2:cl, Gt:n. G., April G, 1•~. 35~. 
Ktnnl.ou, St!e., April 7, F. 3Stt. 
Gn1nt, Gen., April 7, F. 2SG. 
I'lcrpolnt, Go\',, April 10, N. G'iO. 
Stanton, Sec., April 10, F . 356. 
~tanton, .K ~1.. AJlrU 10, A. 373 . 
t<ordon, Cit n. G. u., 1\prlt 11, •rn. •s9. 
\YdUul, Gt~n. Q., April 12, X. 675. 
\\' ul t.:.wl, Gt~n., A,•rll 12, N. G7C. 
lft.•Cullt:HI~;h, Hu .. h. AprH 13, A. J73. 
Sl•e~rl, Jtu:nu, April 13, A. 374. 
\'nn A len, Q(ln., April H. 
Achn1un, CeorR"e, April It, G. 94. 
Grant, Gen., April 14, Q. 9-1. 


