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UNCOLN·s EARLIEST 
PHOTOGRAPH 

On the third day of August, 190.5. 
the eldest and only surviving son of 
Abrtlh~m Lincoln present.,.d u photOo­

Tilt: C'()_.,.~:tt~:l'l:<JH;o.: \1 , LI:OOt 'OIS 
Ftotlll • ~I"II'Wn•••IH'I' 1')-' !". II 
~h•·c•hlld. Tllkrtl ., l'll•ri.llllf\••ld. 

Ill ~h ... ,... ,,,, f'l'f'. ="·~ 1 

Jp·a ph of 
h i s fath~1· 
lo the 1we ..... 
ident of t ht! 
Lincoln )\a­
tiomtl Life 
lnsurfince 
Compnuy to 
be used a:s 
t he in~igni:.t 
of the com­
Jtany. 

E. " e t· \. 
f,.incoln ror­
trHit :-;int~ 
that da;o.· has 
been of 
mo1·e- o r 
less inter­
est to t.he 
C~ lll))RO )', 

nnd the stu­
dies of Lin­

coln photos;tt'af)h!-i which begin with 
this h~su~ find :1 \'CI')' congcninl l«al 
~ttmosphe1~. 

The ouUstanding work don~ 1>~· 
Fn!del"iC'k H. )lesel"\'e of :\ew Yo1·k 
in his conwilation of 108 Lincoln 
prints mu.:.t ser\·e as the basis of :lll 
sv:-;tcmati1.e-d studies in this field. 
\\"hilt' hi"' systtlm o( numbering is I'<.'• 
laint"d, an added fctttUl'e o( ide ntiii · 
<:ntinn i~ iutrodu<"cd by naming tho.! 
photo~CnlJ)h:-:. 

The e-arlie!'t known photOJ{l'aJ)h 
might 00 culled the Congressional 
Lin('oln. It is the only ~\vailable like· 
Jlt'$S of him d01·ing hi"' te rm in Con· 
~I'~Jol!j. 

l'h<.' ~cnuinene~s of thi:-; daguerreo· 
t,YJIE." ha:i be<>n c:hallcn~ed and many 
Lineoln ~tud('nts indudin$1:' the late 
~enator Be\'cl'idge h:we }\~reed with 
".\It'. Willimn ['attct·svn. miniatut(! 
paint~r. that "'::'eem ingly it ift the ))ic· 
ture C•f somt> Oth(!r man." 

The follow ina- exeeq>t from a Jetter 
in Jlosses.sion of Lhe Lincoln llh•tot·ical 
Rt>sNU"<.'h Fotmdarion, wriu~n by Rob· 
t!'rt Lin¢Qin to Judj,!l' Daniel F'ish on 
Oct. 15, 19l9, should I'E'move any quu. 
tion of doubt ''s to tht! aui.hcmticity of 
the J•o•·trnit: 

PORT WAYNE, INDIA NA 

'' There was in h is (father's) hou"e 
UJ) to the time of his goin~ to Wash .. 
ington R!'< president, a dague neotype 
of hin1:->ulf and one of my .u~ther, be. 
ing those that l have mentioned. ThP}' 
c:tmc into my posg~:;sion upon my 
1Uothcr's death." 

Gibson W. lh\nis, who p•·CIHlred for 
t he No\•muber. 1903 issue- of the Wo· 
man's Home Cc·mpnnion some of his 
l."ef'OII('-ctions o( Abrnham Lincoln, 
~ay:-; he mov~d to S Jningfield in SeJ)· 
temb?r, 184&, and became ac<1uainted 
with Lincoln by doing some work in 
his office. Shortly n ft.er his tln-iv~ll in 
Spl'inglield, Hatds .says : 

" I mnde the a(·qtmint.ance of a 
young man from S>'l·:-tcu~e, N'ew York. 
named l\. H. Shephard. a da.:ruel'reo­
typi :-~t who wa~ about opening a gal. 
lcl'y in SJ)rin!lfi\!'hl. Photographs WE're 
as yet unknown, and daJ(ucneotypin~t 
wn:.- considered. ns it actuall~· was, a 
nulrv£>lh>us; adv~lllCE' in the a1·t of por-­
tr~titure. 

"Tott~thf;~r· we two, Shephard and I, 
looked up a bonrding-hou::o.e where wf' 
b:-c~~me rc•om.mates, remaining sueh 
throu~ho\ll my sta~· in Springfield. 
He wa~ amonl{ the very first in his 
line tn come as fat· west as Tllinoi!'<. 
a11d we W<'I'E." wnrm friends to the end. 
In t ho Iauer J>a .. l of 18·18 he \\TOte me 
fa~ Albion) that he wal-l about to ~ltttt 
for C'aliforni:l. 

"ln one of Miss Ta,·bell's Lineoln 
article!:', publitthed a few ~·e;_us ago in 
a cuncnt m agazine. T noticed a PO•'· 
tntit of Lincoln with the statement. 
annexed thnt it was front a dagu(!ne· 
ot~·pe. but givittJt the J'(>adea· to undet·· 
stnnd that it could not 00 n~ccrtained 
when nnd by whom the- li keness wa:-o 
taken. Lat~r. the ~ame port rait ap. 
J)Ctu~d in the Ct'uflW!J .\lu!J(':im•, but 
still unidentified. f feel eon lldent- J nm 
not. mi~tttkC'n in recognizing th~ pol·~ 
h·ait a:;; t.hp wo1·k of my fr iend Sht!Jl· 
hard. beft."\)•(! who~ c~mern r kn~)\\' 
~h·. Lincoln sat once o1· ol'i.ene1. The­
C'Iaim t'<!JWatedlr made fo1· it of bein~ 
the earliest JlOI·trait of Abraham Lin· 
c:oln renmins. at. far a:-; I know. nn un· 
di:-;puted fa<.'t." 

Further notes by ) fl'. Hnrri~ alle~e­
th~ J)hotqgr~J)h was taken in 1816 
when lincoln wns thi l'tr~scven ycat·:-; 
cf t\jlC. 

When the photo,::ntph was put... 
lishPd Co1· the- th·s.t t ime in 1\lcChn·c·s 
magazin~ for N'ovembcr1 1895. it 
aroused rnueh com mcnt. 

Dr. J ohn W. Powell. noted geolc)" .. 
ist and author. wrote the following 
luuer to the editor of i\feClure's. 

\\'ashing ton, Ocotoher 2 1. 189:). 
" J a m delh: ht<'d w ith the prour ,,f 

t he 1•ortrai1 of Lincoln f rom ~ da· 
~uerrcoty1Jc. II i:.- ,-.ichtres h~"·e nC\'+!r 
Quit(' Jl l tl' :H~<·d me, a nd I now know 
why. I remember Lincoln a.iit I :-;a w 

;\lay 18. I 931 

him whrn I was :1 boy ; after he he· 
c::unt' a llublic: ma n I ~:tw him bu l few 
tinu*!'. 'fhi.;: l>'' rtraH is Lincoln n:> r 
knew hitlt b~~~: hi~ .!'ad, dr~nmy cy(·S. 
hi~ 1•e n:->i \'C• ~m il \', his sad and dt"lic:tt~ 

face, his I)Yf<tlllidal :>huulders. nr(" t he 
chnr:ulc•ri,t ic$ which I bes t rem ~m· 

ber : a nd l tan never think o ( hi m a~ 
w l'i nkled wit h ('are, s o plainly shown 
in hi:t later IWrl r:lit..;:. This is the Lin­
coln nf Sl>rinjlfi t~ ld , Dee•ah1r, J:.1ck80n· 
\' illc. and Hhtomingt on.'' 

J . \\'. Powell. 

A. n exc:~rpt f1·om the Jette I' of Murat 
Halstead. famous journalist, gives an 
unustlal pen J>ictm·e of Lincoln, the 
Congores!tman. 

JlmC', Jdyn Stnndard· l Tnion. 
October 23. 189: •. 

"T he old dltJ:uc rreot)- pe wa:>, ::. fter 
all. lh(' l>e~t like n('Sl'i, in th~ righ t 
light. ('\'er mnde. T his is incrediblr 
fine. h l'Ohows Lincvln to hun.~ bt-en in 
hi~ you th n.•r y h:ands-omc. and the 
st~m Jt of a m:anhoud nf nol)le l)rmuise 
i.;: in this. Tht~n..· is ma nifes t. l cMJ, in· 
H~Ut•tlunli h. 'fhc h t"ad i!' grand. t he 
mvuth tt nder, the t"XJ1ression ('CJIU· 

JlU..,efl and l)nt hNic. One.• s«.>cs the ~u).;. 

~il>ility of lml'lry ;md roma nce in it. 
Tht~ dn·~-- iJ; no1 carel~s..-., bu t nea t a nd 
c· h·~anL Tht· elahor::at~ ti<' of the ern· 
\'<l( i~t nllh'l becoming. T he ch1n i !'> 

nm~nificl~nt. Tht> le nJ:th of n~ck i!i 
~haded away by the cullnn; nnd \'Oiu · 

ruinous neckt ie. T his ~ oun~: man 
mig hl do anythin,l! imJJOrta nt. J can· 
not under.st:m d how thi~ wonderful 
J)iel u re shou ld hu\'t" het'n JJri \ ' ::1 te pru· 
11erty so lon.t: • • . " 

.\l unt1 Ha ls t ead. 

A fitting tlimax to th¢ s~udy of the 
C'ong1·essional Lincoln is found in the 
letter in which the write r year~ a ftel' 
was able to HJ>J)t"Cciate fully the 1' latcr 
sudnes~·· of the martyred !)rt>:iident . 

P ri ncet on. ~l!w J ers ey. 
Odobt"r 23. 189.1. 

Dr. S. S . ~l cC'Iuro : 
) (y D<"ar ,\lr. Mc;Ciure: J thn nk you 

\ 'NY much for t he ''urtrnil of Lincoln 
ytlu w~·re kind e noult'h to S('lld me. re· 
J)roductd from an early daguerrco· 
t)'JJC. lt S<'CrnFi to m e both s tr ikin$.! 
a nd sing ular. T he fi ne brows ~md fo r('· 
head. t he Jl~nsi n• !'>w eetness of t he 
clear <'Y":->· givt.• to the noble fnct• a 1H!· 
n rliar <'hnrm. Tlwre is in t h<' ('~qne~­
~ion the d re:uui nt"~S of ihe fnmiliar 
fuc«.> without its li1t er :ondness. I ~hall 
lre-asurc it as a no t abl(• J)ict urc. 

\·rr~· sincerely yours, 
Woodrow Wi lson. 


