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' LORE Clellan and the added fear of Eng-
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« « «» Everything in the way of
SuLiewn o= Ewvowsa BY ) nge url‘ action I}r MeClellan seems
Tan LimoolLw Tne LimcoLw to be dead, and when it is lpﬂhﬂﬂ of st
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Resggainom INNDRANOR o0 oned :hmtuniug demonstrations
FouxpaiTION Comramy ,oginst the existence of the govern-
ment is made by England and it ap-
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LINCOLN'S NEW YEAR
PROBLEMS IN 1862

Disloyalty in the Cabinet, murmurs
of English intervention and innectivity
on the part of gencrals in his army
were some of the New Yenr's problems
which confronted Lincoln in 1862,
Some unpublished letters of John P.
Ureher now in the archives of the Lin-
coln Historical Research Foundation
throw further light on the difficulties
facing the chief magistrate during the
early months of the Civil war.

Usher, whose home was in Terre
Haule, Indiana, was first Assistant
Secretary of the Interfor under Caleb
B. Smith, who was also a Hoosier. He
Inter succecded Smith as Becreiary of
the Interior and served until after Lin-
coln'"s assassination. The correspond-
ence which he carried on with Richard
W. Thompson, of Terre Haute, In-
diana, a close friend of Lincoln's, re-
vieals much that took place in the cabi-
nots and official eirclos in Washington
that has never been published. This is
the first of a series of exhibits which
will appear in Lincoln Lore during the
YEeAr,

It will not be possible to print in full
all the decuments to which reference is
made, bot an oceasional complete let-
tor and excerpts from others will
furnish sufficient evidenes to convey
the main theme of the correspondence.

In & letter written to Mr. Thompaon
on December 26, 1861, Usher seta
forth the conditions exiating in Wash-
ington at the close of the old year. He
says:

*There is a growing impaticnce here
that cannot be much longer restrained.
—I hear that the Senate Naval Com-
mittee have unanimousl Tntiﬂmﬂl
the president to remove {?ﬂ Is, and 1
think they will yet be as decisive with
Mr. Cameron. ......The longer the de-
lay in the movement of the army here
the more are the people disposed to
eriticize General MeClellan. His posi-
tion is now an cxtremely criticzl one.
If he does not achieve success he is a
ruined man, and he muost move in the
next twenty daye or there will be de-
cigive action against him in Congress.™

On New Year's day he writes to
Thompson again and hia letter carrios
the same fone of concern mbout Me-

pears a8 though we are to be forced
into n war with that government in
spite utl ourselves. I saw a private let-
ter in the hands of C. B. Smith wriiten
by a person in England Lo a friend on
this side saying that at & dinner party
in London about the twellth of Decem-
ber one of the principle clerks in the
foreign office said it was the purpose
of the British Government to have a
war with us and that Lord Palmerton
wanted to bring it on at once while we
are unprepared. . . -

The letter which Usher wrota to
Thompson on January 20, 1862, is so
full of interesting data directly asso-
;Lnul,ud with Lincoln that it is printed in

Washington, . C.,
January 20, 1862.

K. W, Thompson, Esq.,
Dear Sir:

Should Trumbull's bill for the reor-
muw of the Supreme Court
¢ a law, it s arran that
Smith shall be the justiee of our cir-
euit, Browning for the Illinols eclreuit
court, and I think Chase will be ap-
pointed to the Ohio eireuit. 1 suspect
that the eabinet will be entirely re-
formed, for it now appears that Fre-
mont will be restored in triomph over
the Blairs. Jessie has produced some
filteen of their letters which it is said
overwhelm them all. They call for
higher prices for their (riends, speak
diares ully of Lincoln, and are full
of lofty ambitions. 1 therefore sus-
pect that Blair mn;lf‘ have to go, too.
However, we shall know all in a few
days when the report of the Committee
in made.

Il my be that Trambull's bill will

and opposition may arise

rrm lh fact that the places are filled

in ndvance, and will nul be surprised if

Trumhbull himself finally opposes the
hill to defeat the combinations made.

But Il it does pass, and Chase goes

up-m the beneh, then it is probable that

¢ Davis, of INlinois, may be called

Iu ﬂ I his place, which will be very well,

for he s hanest and eapable, and a troe

fricnd of Lincoln's, which he has not
yet had about him. .

The Interior department 1 desire
ghall every time to he filled by an In-
dianian, and as Colfax and his friend
made 8o showy a fight for him, Lin-
caln, 1 sos will first turn to him.
Now he will net suit us as well 25 some
athers would, and | would like to have
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you have the place if you incline to it,

and will be glad to aid you what I can,
though I cannot say to what extent my
influence may go. You have a beiter
idea than n]mil’ its extent. Some of
my very partial friends here have sug-

gesled that 1 should stand in for the
pumii.llnln.r but 1 assure you that | have
no ambitlon that way and recoil from
the conflict, which if successful must
be accompanied with many mortif ying
incidents, but | have argued that if you
determine to decline to make an effort
for the position for yoursell, and think
after eareful reflection of the whale
subject, that it is proper and important
in any respect that I should try to get
it, I will with your aid try for it. It
appears o me quite preposierous to
engage in such an underiaking on my
own sccount, but when I reflect that
I may withont arrogance believe that
I am as competent as some of the in-
cumbents, and that it is nol possible to
be more dishonest. 1 feel the less deli-
cacy in the undertaking.

I shall be home in a few days, but
may remain long enough to hear from
yvou, and if you consenl Lo have your
name used in connection with the Fnli-
tion write to me, and I will do ull
to set you nfloat to the best ndvantage,
in which event I think you had better
to come on and do whai you can for
vourself,

i have nothing further from the
Chinijui. The whole affair is before
Mr. Jordon upon a report written by
Mr. A, Thompsoen, which he hopes the
will adopt as his own.

Dole left westerday for Kansas
with J¢ H. Lane, for the purpose of
putting Indiana in the field, but I sos-
pect when you see the list of com-
missions and quartermasters for that
army you will think some others are 1o
be put in the field with the hope of a
harvest, but 1 suppose it was with
them as nny others. The war will never
cndln.u long as there is anything to
steal.

Three days since [ thought there
would be n general battle by this time.
I do not know or have any reason to
think now that there will ever be any
battle in this vicinity. There is only
one thing that now appears to be cer-
tain, and that is that there I8 no dan-
ger of o military disputation growing
out of the military action or heroism
of General MeClellan, No one is likely
to run erazy after him.

Truly yours,
4. P. Usher.

While Usher was not a member of
the Lincoln cabinet at the time these
lotters were written he was in very
eloge toueh with one member of the
Cablnet especially. What he here re-
cords might be vegarded us informa-
tion from one who had inside evidence
a8 to what was taking place in Wash-
ington,



