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NECROLOGY
The year 1830 was designated by
Lincoln's contemporaries in the San-
gamon country as the winter of deep
snow. The centennial occurrence of
this anniversary will be remembered
by studentz aa the year of deep
mgux. the 1830 1 fi
uring yoear our figures
who have stood foremost in the ranks
of Lineoln blographers and collectors
have been quietly withdrawn by the
seeptre which halts the pen and
silences the volee.

Joseph Benjamin  Oakleaf, Jesse
Willinm Weik, Osaborn Hamiline 0O1d4-
royd, and Willlam Eleazar Barton
have eontributed as much within their
seope of Interest as any four men who
have worked in their respective fiolds,
All were born while Lincoln lived and
all have passed away doring the past

¥oar,

It is altogether fitting that this
number of Lincoln Lore be dedicated
to the memory of these noted men who
contributed so0 much to our under-
standing of the Emancipator.

Joseph Benjomin Oaklea

J. B. Onkleaf was born at Moline,
IMinois, on October 1, 1858; his par-
ents, Benjamin P. and Mary Oakleaf
having come from Swedoen to Moline in
1854. The family moved to Kansas in
1866 where young Oakleaf after a
publie school education entered the
moereantile busineas,

In 1877 he completed a business
course in Balies Commercinl College
at Keokuk, Iowa, and then returned
to Moline, Here he studied law and
was admitted to the bar in 1886. That
year he became interested in the Life
of Lincoln by Nicholay and Hay, ap-
pearing in serin]l form in the Century
magazine and began to collect other
items about Lincoln.

Mr. Oakleaf wos best known in the
field of Lincolniana as a bibliographer.
The publication of hiz massive volume
in 19256 confirmed his reputation as the
authority on current Lincoln litera-
ture. At the time of his death he was
at work on an enlarged edition of
“Lin¢oln, a Bibliography."

Aside from his bibliography, Mr.
Dakleaf published but few other items
nbout the Emancipator., He was pri-
marily not an nuthor but a compiler.

He was also known as a collector
of Lincolninns and was the last sur-
viving member of what was known as
the “Big Five" group. It consisted of

Daniel Fish, Willlam H. Lambert,
Charles W. MeLlellin, Judd Stewart,
and the subject of this sketch. Mr,
Oakleaf, by reason of the great nom-
ber of additions to Lincolniana during
the past fow years, hod béen able to
scquire oo greater number of titles
than his former associates had
brought togother,

On June 2, 1980, Mr. Oakleaf went
to his office ns usual and was stricken
while conferring with his son who was
nssociated with him ns n legal partner.

Joise M. Weik

The birthday of Jease M. Weik was
Auvgust 23, 1857. He was born in
Greencastle, Indiana, where he lived
most of hiz life. He graduated from
DePauw University in 1875. For sav-
eral yeara hit was located nt Spring-
ficld, [linois, as specinl pension
examiner,

While at Springfield he made the
acquaintance of Willlam H. Herndon
and it wans this contact that was re-
sponaible for his interest in Abraham
Linealn.

He callaborated with Mr, Herndon
in the &uhlinhlnu of the Intter's fa-
mous “Lincoln'" and it appeared as a
production of the eo-nuthors, Herndon
and Weik. In 1022 he published a
book entitled: “The Renl Lincoln,”
which dircussed some of the disputed
questions in Lineoln history. He was
also 1#[? luﬂll;ur nf"“'l‘hg HJ:I%MJ' of ﬂ;}
Republican and “A History
Putnam Ewn.t;?;

Mr. Weik is more likely to be re-
membered, however, as a collector of
source materinl on the life of Abra-
ham Lincoln. Upon the death of Mr,
Herndon the manuseripts of Lincoln's
law partner came into his hands. He
continued to add to thiz valuable com-

ilation of Lincoln documents until the

wik nrchives became known as the
cutstanding collection of Lincoln
manuseripta in Amaorien.

The death of Mr, Welk occurred at
Larchmont, New York, on August 17,
1981, ofter an f(llness of several
months,

Ouaborne H, Oldroyd

The dean of Lincoln collectors,
Osborne H. Oldroyd was born near
Mt Vernon, Ohlo, on July 31, 1842,
The first seven yoars of his life were
spent in ‘Wayna eounty, Ohio, and
later he attended the common schools
of Knox county.

He opened a nows-stand in Mt
Vernon in 1860, In a bundle of news-
papers he found a Lincoln biography
known ns the Wigwam edition, a Re-
publican Campalgn Handbook of 1860.

This book was the nucleus around
which he built hia wonderful Lincoln
collection,

Dldroyd enlisted in the Civil War in
1881 and served continuously until
1865, when he was honorably dis-
charged with the rank of captain,

In 1888 he took up hia residence in
the Lincoln Homestead In Springfield,
Illinois, which was at that time unoec-

cupied and htfun a very intensive
serrch after Lincoln ftems. In 1887
he inducod Robert T. Lincoln to pre-
sent the Lincoln Homestead to the
state of Tllinols, Mr, Oldroyd was ap-
pointed ns custodian and remained
there until 1808 when he removed his
callections of Lincolninnn to Washing-
ton, D. C,, at the request of the Mem-
orinl Association of the Distriet of
Columbia,

The climnx of Mr, Oldroyd's ambi-
tion as a collector of Lincoln items
was attained whon the United States
government purchased the collection
which he had been exhibiting =0 many
years in the house where Lincoln died.
The deal was closed on August 850,
1928, the appropriation for its pur-
chase amounting to $50,000. This
transaction was made on August 30,

1928,

Mr, Oldroyd was the suthor of many
Linecoln books and pamphlets which
have hod wide circulation.

The death of Mr. Oldroyd ocourred
at Washington on the night of October
8, 1930, due to the infirmities of old

2.
Dr, W, K, Barton

The son of n country physieian, Dr.
Barton was born in Sublette, Hlinois,
June 28, 1861, In 1888 he recaived his
master's degree from Berea College,
Kentucky, and two years Iater grad-
unted from the Oberlin Theological
Seminary. His outstanding ministry
was with the Onk Park (Il.) Congre-
gational Church which he served for
25 years,

Dr. Bartons early writings were of
a religious nature and his parables
written ander the title of Safed the
Sage were rend widely,

Regardless of the important place
he occupied in the history of the con-
gregutional brotherhood by whom he
was often honored with important
offices, his contributions to Lineoln-
inna will more likely eause his name
to be remembered,

His firat Lincoln book, “The Soul of
Abraham Lincoln" eame from the
press in 1918, and it served as. &
tranaition theme from the fisld of
theology to the field of biography.
After this hia works on Lincoln ap-
mmrdmﬂudhlllr up until the time
of his th.,

His two volame life of Lincoln has
taken its place alongside the foremost
biographiea of the Emancipator, al-
though it was his Lincoln monographs
and magazine contributions on sub-
jeets of human intereat which contri-
buted most to his Tame,

hﬂénwu olif;ten hnnn% uni the lecture
il rm and was a pleasing speaker.
During the past few yeara he had
assembled a large collection of Lin-
eolniana which wis fentured by many
of the original books from Lincoln's
personal Hhrary,

Dr. Barton died of pneumonia in
New York, Decembar 7, 1080, after an
illness of about two months,



