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When the Lincoln family arrived at
u::*; ?nwndhomn Iln Bouthern Indiana
t o n religions organization
had already been established in the
community. On June B, IEIE, Pigeon
Church wns constituted with
members. Thomas Downs and Samuel
Bristow were chosen moderntor and
clerk respectively. The preachers who
lnltunneeg« braham Lincoln most dur-
ing the formatlve years which fol-
lowed untll he was twenty-one
of nre were the ministers of th
panization.

Thowen Downs

While the Plgeon Church was being
established it Is evident that Thomas
Downs assisted the newly organized
group to get r way, He was a
hrnther of William Downs who had
been the Lincoln's preacher in Ken-
tocky and undoubtedly waz kmown to
Thomas and Nancy Lincoln. He served
churehes on both sides of the Ohio
river, na the year following the estab-
lishment of the Pigeon Chureh his
name appears on the marringe regis-
ter of Ohio County eourt in Kentoeky
as having performed wedding cere-
monies in that county, nnd alzo on the
record book of Daviess county court
as hoving moarried on March 21, 1817,
John H, Priest and Isabell Grishy.

On Oetober 10, 1821, Thomas Downs
was at Pigeon church to assist in tho
orgunization of the Little Pigeon
Associntion of United Baptists. Ten
churches were represented at this
meeting.

It was evidently about this time
that Thomas Downs gave more of his
time to the Kentucky churches under
hiz care ns his name appears fre-
guently on the marringe registers of
the countics on the Kentucky side of
the Ohio,

Samuel Bristow

It appears that the first regular
preancher in Pigeon ehurch was Samuel
Bristow. He nnd his wife, Lavina,
wore among the thirteen eharter meni-
bers of the church, The United States
consus for 1821 phows him to have
been & resident of Spencer eounty, In-
dinnn, at that time with a family con-
gisting of his wife, four boys and
threoe girls. Both he and his wife were
then under 456 years of age.

It is not likely that he had any
ministerinl training but took up
preaching us an elder in the church.
In the spring of 1821 he performed
three marriage coremonies in Spencer
county, one of them in the home of
Thomns Lincoln, on June 14, when
Dennis F. Hanks was united in mar-
riage to Elizabeth Johnston, a step-
gigter of Abrnham Lineoln.

John Richardson

On November 18, 1818, John Rich-
ardson was appolnted ns one of a com-
mittee of tem to choose o site for a
church buflding; in March, 1821, he
was still serving on the building com-
mittes. At the meeting of the Perry
County Baptist Association held on
October 19 of that year he was ap-

as an alternate to preach at
the associntion meeting in July, 1822,
Evidently hé was another minister
who grew up in the Pigeon church.

In 1520 Illl family consisted of his
wife and six ehildren, Both Mr. and
Mrs. Richardson were under 45 years
of age nt this time. In the year 1824
there aoems to have been some trouble
in the Rtichanrdson family nz Thomas
Lincoln and two other members of the
church were appointed to go to “Sister
Nancy Richardson and her Inte hos-
band und inquire of them the cause of
their separation.”

Young Lamar

Possibly the best known preacher
who was associnted with the Pigeon
Church wns Young Lamar. As carly
as 1510 his name appenrs on the ree-
ord book of the church and it was at
his home in October, 1821, where the
Little Pigeon Association of Baptist
chorches was first planned. During the
entire period of the Lincoln's residence
in Indinna he was living a fow miles
from them on land he had entered as
early as February 17, 1817, near which
the town of Lamar is now aituated.

When the Lincoln's first met Lamar
he wns ot least forty-five years old
and hod three childron, Tt is n £
from his leadership in the religious
activitles of the country that he was
the outstanding minister in that see-
tion for muny yonrs, and was mosat
often chosen to preach the sermon at
the meetings of the Baptist Associa-

tion.
step-

When Abraham  Lincoln's
gister Matilda Johnston was married
to Squire Hall on September 14, IBBE.
Young Lamar was called to the Lin-
coln cabin to perform the ceremony.

C Horper

Little scems to be known about the
minister, Charles Harper, who married
Sarnh Lin-:n!n. sistor of Abraham, to
Anron Grigsby, August 2, 1828. As
early as 1821 he signed a certificate as
“ministor of the goaple” and possibly
he was proaching at Pigeon Church at
the timo Sarah Lineoln was married.

Adam Shoemalker

Tradition claima that the preacher
u:r P‘.in'utuh mﬂhurﬂi 1;h.-:l 11:;“ the
BLro Wi i n -ﬂh"‘m

ples was Adam Shoemaker,

November 1?. 1930

Delegates from the Li'r.tlu Pigeon
associntion visiting the Salem Baptist
Aszsocintion in 1828 concurred in the
resolution that “it is inconsistent to
have any fellownhip with those who
avow the principle of slavery.”

Shoemaker's name appoars in the
county vecords ns early as 1818 and he
was still proaching in Spencer County
as late ns 1825,

Charles Poll

One of the preachers who always
attended the association mectings at
Pigeon Church during the residonce of

Lincolns in Indiann was Rev.
(‘hnﬂu Polk. He was the minister at
Old Gilead Chuarch, near Tobinsport,
over a long period of years. Polk
bought a Bible of Martin Wycliff at
Bardstown, Kentucky, in 1814 for
which he pald $0.00. On the inside
cover leaf of this old book there iz o
note signed by Willlam Downs at the
time he mg?rum:hlng at Little Mount
Church in entucky, where the Lin-
colng attended. It is ns follows: *I
will by the first of April, 1814, take
this Bible at $0.00 if I can pay the
cazh at that time. I will at all events
pay 4% thon and 4% in n fow woeeks,
Let no man have It, 1 cannot take it
now. Willlam Downa."

Jeroemiah Cash

The Little Pigeon Baptist nssocia-
tion often mel at Pigeon church for
its association meeting. This gave
Lincoln an opportunity to hear prac-
tically mll of the neighboring preach-
ers. One of the men who ministered
to a nearby church was Jeremiah
Cash. He was n son of Warren Cash,
the famous Baptist preacher of Ken-
tocky. His mother Susannah Cash is
said to have been the firat convert to
religion under the preaching of a Kon-
tucky minister, That the porents of
Jereminh were wall known to Thomas
and Naney Lincoln ean not be doubted
as he was often in their community
in Kentucky.

At one of the sesslons of the Bap-

tist Associntion at Plgeon Church,
Jeremiah Cash becamo tly offend-
odandwithdmfmmtﬁ sossion. He
gave his reason for so doing as fol-
lows:
_ "On Friday after the session nd-
journed ome of thelr body stated in
conversation with some persons that
he belicved that the doetrine of Pre-
destination came from Hell and would
go there and all who preached L™
This incident took place on “the Fri-
day before the firat Lord's day in Sep-
tember in 1820." Joreminh Cosh at
that time was the pastor of Union
Church.

The names of mors than twenty-five
other ministers nppear on the mar-
riage register of Spencer County and
the two other counties close to the
Lincoln home, #o that it does not ap-
pear that there was any lack of
E}uchh:g in luut.h-nrn Indinnn while

wing up.



