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ENGLANIVS APPRAISAL OF
LINCOLN

Much has been written about the
attitude of the English people toward
our Civil War president. Withdrawn
from the immediate scene of the
" and observing from a non-

view-point the manceuvres
of the rival statesmen and military
leaders, these English writers might
be expocted to give an unbiased ap-
praisal of Lincoln's worth.

In all the groat mass of Lincoln lit-
erature which the editor of Lincoln
Lore has examined, no brief para-
graph has been discovered which more
truly setn forth the underlying char-
acteristics in Lincoln's personality
than does the following tribute by an
anonymous writer in London:

“Not by birih, not by the sword, not
by the influence of wealth; not by in-
trigue, not by the clamour of the mob,
not even by remarkable superiority of
talent, of cloquence, or of learming,
but by untiring energy, by unswerv-
ing integrity. by uncompromising
econrage, by kindness of heart, by gen-
eral humor, by sirong common sense,
by respectable talent, and by moderate
eloquence, has Abraham Lincoln com-
mended himaelf to his eountrymen and
won himsell n place amongst the
princes of the earth.”

This appreciation written shortly
after Lincoln's election and before his
inauguration seems to have escaped
the pen of the political enlogist or the
demagogue. It is a part of the intro-
ductory chapter of a book entitled A
Memolr of Abraham Lincoln, Presi-
dent Elect of the United Statez of
America.” The preface states that the
book is “a short sketch of that man's
career who takes command of the
Ameriean State-ghip upon the eve of
what threatens to be the blackest
weather she has yet encountered.”

This foreword is signed BR. B. and,

dated London, Jan. 9, 1861.

With this auspicious introduction of
Lincoln it is interesting to compare
the reaction of the English people
after the nssassination of the presi-
dent, as revesled by their leading
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“Mr. Lincoln had come mnobly
through n great ordeal. He had ex-
torted the approval even of his oppon-
ents, at least on this side of the water.
They had come to admire, reluctantly,
his firmnvss, honesty, fairness, and
sagacity, Ho had tried to do, and he
haﬁ done, what he considered to be his
duty, with magnanimity, He had
never called for vengeance upon any
one,

Pall-Mall (fazette

“For four wears Mr. Lincoln dis-
charged the most difficult duties which
could fail to the lot of a human being,
not indeed in & way to strike the im-
agination of those who care for mere
external show, but with a degree of
substantinl judgment and good sense
which it would be almost impossible
to overrate. He wns our best friend.
He never lent himself to the purposes
of that foolish and wicked minority
which tried to set enmity between
America and England. He never said
or wrote an unfriendly word about us.
1t would be hard to show that he made
ong false atep in the management of
the great trust committed to him."

Spectalor

“There never was o moment in the
history of his country when firmness,
and shrewdness, and gentleness were
so unspeakably important, and the
one man in America whose resolve on
the crucial guestion was unc
able, whose ess statesmen in-
definitely keener than himself could
never baffle, whose gentleness years
of incessant insult had failed to weary
out, who, pumndm nfftheum. qualities,
was possessed a sSupreme

r, and who had convinced even

is enemiea that the power would be
exerted under the influence of the
qualities, has been taken away from
his work."

Daily Telegraph

“ A wonderful life waa Lincoln's—a
life quite ns startling and surprising
as his death; but, at any rate, the
worst part of hin work seemed over.
The resistance of the South had been
erushed, A sturdy, sensible Western
man, with long limbs and a longer
head, Mr. Lincoln had worked his way
in the world without any dishonour-
ahle subte 5 or mean devices,
Clear, direct, simple, and » tfor-
ward, he had already, during his brief
term of office, outlived many suspi-
cions, jealousbes, misconstructions, and
dislikes. He bore his honours well, and
was settling down into & quiet simple
dignity of manner, and a kindly mod-
eration of thought and temper, Ter-
rible had been the trial through which
he had victoriously s

Daily News

#For in all time to come, not among
Amerieans only, but among all who
think of manhood ns more than rank,
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and set worth above display, the name

of Abraham Lineoln will be held in
reverence., Rining from among the
poorest of the people, winning his
slow way upwurds by sheer hard
work, preserving in every successive
stage a character unapotted and a
name untuintud&iutuﬂng a wider re-

spect a5 he came better known,
never pretending to more than he was,
nor being less than he professed him-

solf, ho was at length, for very single-
neas of heart and uprightness of con-
duet, becnuse nll felt that they could
trust him utterly, and would desire to
be guided by his firmness, courage,
and sense, placed in the chair of Presi-
dent at the turning-point of his na-
tion's history.”
Morning Stor

“To us Abraham Lincoln has always
seemed the finest character produced
by the American war on either side
of the struggle. He was great not
merely by the force of genius—and
only the word geniua will describe the
power of intellect by which he guided
himself and his country through such
a crisis—but by the nlmilu, natural
strength and grandeur of his charac-
ter, .. He seemed to arrive by instinet
—by the instinet of a noble, unselfish,
and manly nature—at the very ends
which the highest of tiEq:-lit!.».-m.l. genius,
the longest of politieal experience,
could have done no more than
He bore himaelf fearlessly in danger,
calmly in dificulty, modestly in sue-
eess, The world was at last beginning
to know how good, and, in the best
sense, how great a man he was, It had
long indeed learned that he was as de-
void of vanity as of fear, but it had
only just come to know what
imity and mercy the hour of triumph
would prove tlm} he possessed.”

s

“The office ¢nst apon him was great,
its duties moat onerous, and the ob-
seurity of his past career afforded no
guarantes of his ability to discharge
them, His shortcomings, moreaver,
wera on the surface. The education of
s man whose early years had been
spent in enrning bread by manoal la-
bour had necessarily been defective,
and faults of manner and errors of
taste repelled the chsorver at the out-
sot. In spite of these drawbacks, Mr.
Lincoln slowly won for himself the
respect and confidence of all. His per-

fect honesty lr!ﬂdi beeame appar-
ent, and, what is, ps, more to his
eredit, amid the many uonstudied

speeches which he was called upon
from time to time to deliver, imbued
though they were with the rough hu-
mour of his sarly associates, he was
in none of them betrayed inte any
intemperance of language towards his
oppenents or towards neutrals. His
utterances were apparently careless,
but his tongus was always under com-
mand."



