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LINCOLN ASPIRES TO
THE SENATE

This Lincoln Lore bulletin, coming
from the press on the eve of the No-
vember election, aspires to capture
some of the atm of the oeca-
sion in which to release excerpts from
letters showing some of Lincoln's po-
litical activities.

In 1864 Lincoln made & comcerted
effort to gain a seat in the United
States Senate. The following excerpts
reveal his methods of campai
and also tell of his defent,

Clinton, DeWitt Co.,

Now. 10, 18564.
Mr. Charles Hoyt.
Dear Sir:

You used to express a good deasl of
partiality for me, and if you are still
so, now {5 the time. Some friends here
are really for me, for the U. 5. Sen-
ate, and I should be very grateful if
you could make a mark for me among
your members. Please write me at all
events giving me the names, post-
offices, and “political position™ of
m;:rb:;l :uund about you. Direct to
Sprin 5

Let this ba confidential,

Clinton, DeWitt Co.,

Nov. 11, 1854,

J. Harding, .
My dear Irl:'-l:;Iq

I have n spapicion that a Whig has
been clected to the Legislature from
Edgar. If this is not so, why then “nix
cum arous,” but if it is so then could
you not make n mark with him for me
for U. 8. Senator? I really have some
chanee.

Eprirlg'ﬂl']d. “1-. Hﬂ'q‘ ﬂi 135“1
T. J. Hendernon, Esq.
My dear Sir:

It has come around that a Whig
may, by poasibility, be elected to the
United States Senate and I want the
chanee of being that man.

Springfield, Dec. 1, 1854,
J. Gilleapie, Esq.
My dear Sir:

1 have really got it into my head to
trv to bo United States Senator, and,
if I could have your support, my
chances would be reasonably good.
But I know, nnd scknowledge, that
you have us just elaims to the place
an 1 have: and therefore I cannot ask
you to yield to me, if you are thinking
of becoming a candidate, yourself.

Dr. Louls A, Warren - - -

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

November 3, 1930

Springfleld, December 14, 1854,
E. B. Washburne.
My dear Sir:

So far as 1 am concerned, there
must be something wrong about
United States senator at Chicago. My
most intimate friends there do not
answer my letters, and 1 eannot get a
word from them., Wentworth has a
knack of knuwing things better than
most men, I wish you would pump
him, nnd write me what you get from
him. Please do this as soon as you can,
a5 the time is growing short. Don't let
any one know I have written you this;
for there may be those o to me
nearer about than you think.

Springfield, Decomber 15, 1854.
T. J. Henderson.
Dear Sir:

Yours of the 11th was received last
night, and for which I thank you. Of
eourse, [ prefer myself to all others;
yet it is neither in my heart nor my
conselence to say 1 am any better man
than Mr. Williams,

Springfield, January 8, 1855,

E. B. Washburne.
My dear Sir:

v+« Bealdes the ten or a dozen on
our side who are willing to be known
as eandidates, I think there are fifty
secrotly watching for a chance. I do
not know that it {s much advantage to
have the largest number of votes at
the start. If [ did know this to be an
advantage, I should feel better, for I
cannot doubt but I have more commit-
tals than any other man.

Springfield, February 9, 1855.
E. B. Wash 5
My dear Sir:

The agony is over ot last, and the
result you doubtless know, I write this
anly to give you some particulars to
explain what might appear difficult of
understanding. 1 began with 44 votes,
Shields 41, and Trumbull b, — yet
Trumbull wns elected. In fact, 47 dif-
ferent members voted for me,—get-
ting three new ones on the second
ballot, and losing four old ones. How
enme my 47 to yield to Trumbull's 57
It was Governor Matteson's work. He
has been socretly a candidate ever
since (before, even) the fall election. .

;{:;1 the w’i\rnnth hlﬁuhg& E: th;kn:. the
si was givn to ehra men
to turn to Matteson, which they acted
on to a man, with one ex n, my
old friend Strunk going with them,
giving him 44 votes,

Next ballot the remaining Nebrasks
man and one pretended Anti went
over to him, giving him 46. The next
still another, giving him 47, wanting
only three of an election. In the mean-
time our {riends, with a view of de-
taining our expected bolters, had been
turning from me to Trombull till he
had risen to 86 and T had been reduced
to 16, These would never desert me
except by my direction; but I became

satisfied that if we could prevent Mat-
teson's election one or two ballots
more, we could not possibly do so a
single ballot after my friends should
begin to return to me from Trumbull
So I determined to strike at once, and
accordingly advised my remaining
friends to go for him, which they did
and elected him on the tenth ballot.

Such is the way the thing was done,
I think you would have done the same
under the circumsiances; though
Judge Davis, who came down this
morning, declires he never would have
consented to the forty-seven men be-
ing eontrolled by the five. [ regret my
defeat moderately, but I am not ner-
vous about it. I could have headed off
every combination and been elected,
had it net been for Matteson's double
game—and his defeat now gives me
more pleasure than my own gives me
pain. On the whole, it is perhaps as
well for our general cause that m-
bull is elected. The Nebraska men con-
fess that they hate it worse than any-
thing that could have happened. Itisa
great consolation to see them worse
whipped than I am. 1 tell them it is
their own fault—that they had abun-
dant opportunity to choose between
him and me, which they declined, and
instend foreed it on me to decide be-
tween him and Matteson.

With my grateful acknowledgments
for the kind, netive, nnd continued in-
terest you have taken for me in this
matter, allow me to subscribe myself,

Yours forever,

spl‘imﬁ]du l—u-rl F!h. ﬂl 13'“1-
Hon. W. H. Henderson.
My dear Sir:

The election is over, the session is
ended and | am not Senator, 1 have to
content myself with the honor of hav-
ing been the first cholce of a lnrge ma-
jority of the fifty-one members who
finally made the olection. My larger
number of friends had to surrender to
Trumbull's smaller number, in order
to prevent the election of Matteson,
which would have been a Douglas vie-
tory. I started with d4 votes and T.
with 5. It in rather hard for the 44 to
have to surrr:dnder htt]:': illm:l a less
good humo man n 1, perhaps,
would not have consented to it,—and
it would not have been dome without
my consent. I ¢oild not, however, let
the whole political mml:.fu to swan,
on a point merely personal to myself.

Springfield, March 10, 1855,
Messrs, Sanford, Porter and
Striker, New York,
Gentlemen:

Youre of the bth is received, ng also
was that of 16th Dee. last, inclosing
bond of Clift to Pray, When I re-
ceived the bond 1 was dabbling in poli-
ties, and of course neglecting busi-
ness, Having sinee been beaten out I
have gone to work ngain,



