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LIBRARY OF LINCOLN'S 
YOUTH 

Snmt• uf the books which Abrnhnm 
luwnln tl!oiCd as a youth whilo livlnK in 
lnchana lu&ve he(•n re-vicwf'd in Lim·nln 
Lore during the past monthA. Thi:\ 

u cr the bulletin bring~ to a close 
thls ri~ of studic:o; b)- commenting 
briftl)" on other boob Lincoln t!1 
known to h 'e used pre,;ou~ to his 
nm \:al tu tll:r.oi:s at the a~:·~ of twt":n• 
t) ?nt )"rars .. 

Of the ~arly campa:Jrn biogrnph"rs 
who \\ rott nbout I~incoln, ScrillJlK 
IU"( m t" beth(' most lru"lworlhy. 'fhC'! 
c·nmJlilnt ion of books which he <·laimw 
1.inc1Jln mwd :ts u youth un<lotahtf'dly 
i~ nuthenth.·. lit:' li~ts th(•m in thiK or­
d r: lltlvmrth's, The Dibh.•, At'ftOJl'~ 
fo'niJI ll, Pih:rim's Progress, Life or 
J.'runkhn, We •m's Wa,hington, and 
J:tlt y • :\ .. rrative. 

Tha) r 1n hfs •·The P10nr<'r Roy'" 
n m :s th11 h t of books tn l.incoln'11 
orly l.iurary. The Blbl . Sp<·llinll: 

Jloo • <\~ p' Fabh·s. Pihrrim'a Proz· 
1 , l i \ a of W ashin~rton. Clay and 
I· rnnkhn, nnd l'lutarch'a Lin•s, lin&• 
1f1r)' of tht• l'nited Stat~s. Kt·nlUt'k)· 
l'r t·t•ptol', nnd Robin~on <'rmlf)c, 

ThPI'f' ht positive cvidl•nN• thnt Plu· 
tnn·h'14 l.i\'t'S :-~hould not hove tx•!'n Jn. 
dut!C.'"d in this li~t. 

~le\'• rnl otht:t· biog-rnph~"rl' ht~ldt•s 
Th V("r ,.1 aim thnt on~ t C f.inculn'a 
t• rl.t t books was n life of llt·nry 
( }O.), llo1J.3.nd It&t~ it WAS h SCI (t 
!ru1n hla mott:t"r. It dOM not Je<>m 
po~tuble that p:-enous to Jlenry Clay'• 
nomtnation for the presid~nC')' in lb31 
any book nbout him would ha\'e found 
I \..II way into the lndi.:ma "ildt•nlt'JLI. 
Th1• lifl• uf Hl'nr)' Clay, puhlbht d in 
tQGG, \\'hid1 was in Lincoln'.- Jihmry 
in lah·r yt•nr~ cunnot h£" ns"ot·iut,•tl 
with n ,·uhllll(' read hy Linc-oln in hiK 
:,·uuth. Probably he f{'tLtl fttlnlt1 nf 
lif•r·r) C'lny'o~~ pubJi:-;hcd s~echca whkh 
mny havf' ~tn nct:nmpani<·d by a brief 
kctC'h o! his life. 

Among the books upon v.·hich .\be 
"1 ld ht h::md$ .. were "Ae30p'• I-'ll• 
bit" , ' "l(obiru '" Crusot"." "Pll:rrlm'• 
I,r ~ , .. n ·•History of' the United 
Sta 1."' und Weems' .. Life of Wash 
.nsrton," ltttordin,i; to Wnrd t ... mon'a 
uq· ,unt. l..lmon S&)'S that l.inC'oln 
u • d t., JrO to Dn\'id Turnh&m'.s houai"t 
nnd Jl•rul '·TJw R4>\'i!3C'd St..ntUWII or 
lnclbtnil'' bt·cause Turnhnm WR!I "tl<.'t• 
in~ t'OIIl'table" at the time nnd could 
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nCJt lend it. lit• nl"o rt•:\CI ~rott's 11Les­
~ons" and "Sinbad, lht~ Sailor" at. 
Turnhnm's hOUi'f'. 

One or Lamon'a Informants claims 
that Lincoln read all of the book~ 
o,-..-ned by Jone1, tho atu;c kt•cpf'r, and 
amon.: tht"m wn..~ a htatt,~r}~ of the 
l'niUtl Stat<-s. Se\'trAI titles ha,·e 
be<n !'UI!'=t<'d for th,. book but the 
name of th(' editor is still unkl)()\\'tl. It 
maJ' han~ been Grim!ha"' 'lt. 

Tho 

KENTUCKY PHECEPTOU 

A Number of Ustoful I..Haona 
For Rending and S~aking 

Olm led I t'"" u.. ' Schaula 

ttY A n:.Af IH tl 

h ful tA.tlr.;' Tu he ••"'*' tltJUK •, 
T· c r )'DUll) dl'll. I w \Q ~. 
T<l 1 \U ll1· fro h in tnH•Iora o~r th(! mind, 
lo l•n: th• tl•· 1 r.lhtnln •1•lrl, r.nd to) fb., 
'J/, l.: \,.1&1/ji,II'I()M ill 11..: ot'WIIIIC ho'C'ollt, 
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Th~ "Kentltcky PrttCl'Jllor," a book of 
rct:it.utionR, wns th~ JU'O!tc.•rly of Josiah 
('ruwford nl the time Lincoln ut~ed it. 
'lr. Cravdord prt'st•ntt•tl tht• book to 
hi gmnd.<tOn, Willinm Jo', .\dams, wb? 
J!>IJ)d it to Herndon 10 11)65. ln:bmuch 

A Cn:wford did not C'Om • to Indiana 
ur.~tll I:S2G Lincoln coulcl not tu\·e u:ied 
it bfofore h-, was fift«n )•ears of age. 
Uncotn·~ "'ritinK in the book is good 
•. ,;dence that he usN it 

Tv. o mo~ book" Nnt ~inins.: M>lec· 
tiona of littrary prodU<•tiona Wt."re u~wd 
to nd\'n.nta.K"(' by Linl·oln. 'J'hr "Colum­
bia Cln;;;,, B·1ok'' :mel !·k41U.'" "l..t~ssons 
in EI~ICUtiun.'' 'rht' fonun) tltlt• of thL; 
ltt:::t named huok wn~ "I ,('OfhlOns in Elo­
l'Ution, or Selecthms of PiC'{'t'S in Prose 
and \'er"" fer the lmpl'O,'f'mcnt of 
) o 1th in ltct.din~: nnd Sa)(~aking." 

It is almost c ruin thn: the au1n­
btogr.;;•hY of Fnmkhn v.as one c.f the 
books in his E>arlj.· hbrar). It intro-

Jcffl him to o. character \IIi boll)• unlik~· 
the military hl'rot>l and militant 
u..att> m(·n with v.·hom hl' had hf'comt 
fAmiliar in his oth( r b()oka. 

At least onr> r-onK hook, 11.nd po~siblr 
othntt, found its wuy Into the Lincoln 
homC'. DUJ)T('(~'M r~ong hook was w~ed 
by the pioneer ChrisllnnK, and this 

October 20. 1!1:!0 

was was ~\'ld{·nl1y the title of llw ont• 
mcnti<,w·d nl'l luLVin.c Jx>en owntd by 
lhf• I.im•ulnll. 

The world of bPwHdt>ring words pr~ 
"'<'nt('d by "Bail~y'a Dielior.ary'' waft 
C\' <! :ttly wdl expl(lred by him. Jn 
fact, ht" may hau1 memorized whole 
parts of lt, u people nowadars do. Cor 
cert:linly th~rc was no dearth of 
word• in hla Inter speech<"! nnd writ 
ing .. 

The rirht. vnlum('ft pre\'iouJ~.ly d!ft• 
("ll. Ttl rn Lint·oln Lore and wh1<·h 
probably c•xf'rtcd the most inftut•nt'l' 
nV('l' him nr,•: Th~.-• Bible, Dilworth'" 
Spellt·r. Ac·KnJ11S l· .. ublcs, W~t·m'a 
\\'n!-~hington, lbm~ny'~ \\ra~hington, 
Pike'~ Arithmetic, Pilgrim's Progn.'Sfl 
and Murray's F.nglisb Reader. 

Therr- ar<• aom~ books nominated !or 
thi8 e:ulv Linroln library that must 
be labelled trndltlonal. If ho road 
the book• t oumt>r u:d in the follow­
ing pnrngraph • 1-.e must have been 
~en ntly influencf'd by them. 

W<"("na' "J.ife of Marion" hn!l o.ll 
the t'Ombinulzut ami nction of a Con .. 
I·utl nU\'f•l nntl ,,n Indian raid, nnd 
probubl}· cuntributed a gr~nt dr:,l, 
whc•rc• t;uuru~' hntl hard~hip wc-r~ l·on 
cerned, to thl• idczd~ of young Ah<·. 
Mal'iun, tnn, w.~i u. "humble culti\'ntor 
of the' nrth." 

Defoe's immortal "Robinson Cru 
soe" i another t xcellent account of 
ditDC"ultiM met n.nd C'Onquenod-of he· 
ing conttnt "lth sparse com"?rta 
nr.d of I vim: a1de by sic!t!' with ~un 
tiful nature.·. 

Tht> list 'f lJoukll C'Ompi1~d from d1' 
fcn·nt 1ulurcl which Lincoln is !ni1J 
to have rtnd '\hilc living in Indian~' 
follows: 

II<' i.i 1\L o n,•ditcd with hnvin'• rearl 
nnd lo I.Bn· l}f <·n r>Rp('ciall~· fond of 
tht." story nf "Smlmci. thP Sailor.'' <"<'r· 
tainly th t• t~Ao churactel , Lincoln 
th~ mun ~d 8tnbad the M)'th, in the r 
.., ri d nod adventurcs.ome careen, had 
much in rommC>n; pnrticu!n.rly "h n 
the troubh· o! g-overnment and the 
war rode Uncoln'• litooped should n 
lt'k._- th('t fnntA Uc Failor·::. Old Man of 
the- St·t. 
\('JMJp'.!t F~tblt.•a 

.\rahinn ~hthl .. 
Bni1ey'H 

DlctlonRr) 
Bible 
Columbia ('Ia~" 

Bunk 
Dilworth'• 

!'v<·ll<r 
Dupt'f''a Suns: 

llool 
Franklin'~~o 

\utc.hiorr•l•hl 
Hi~tor.> <,f tht 

rnitt·d Slt\lt·"' 
Kentutky 

Prt'CCI)(or 
l.eath<•r Stu('t.in~r 

Tah.•s 

)Jurra.)'·loo ]~ngli!-.h 
Reader 

Pikt>•s Arithm,•tiC' 
Pilgrim's 

Progr~"s 
Quinn's Jt>~t~ 
Rams!1} ':; 

wa~hin!itlon 
Rill'} 's ;..anatn~: 
Uobinson Crusoe 
St-ott's lAS1tons 
Spl"f'<'h<'s of Cia) 
St2tutes of 

Indiana 
Wf'b ... ter·~ Spt'lll"r 
Wccm"..:; '')lorion'" 
Wt-E"n1'8 

"'Vashington" 


