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MURRAY'S ENGLISH
READER

“Murray's English Reader was the
beat school book ever put into the
hands of an Ameéeriean youth Abra-
ham Lincoln is said to have made this
statement to William Herndon and of
course the implication Is clear that
Lincoln used the book when a boy.

The preface sets forth its p
in these words: “To improve youth in
the art of reading; to meliorate their
langunge and sentiments; and to in-
culente somo of the most important
principles of plety and virtue,” It is to
sorve also o “'nn nuxilinry to the ao-
thor's English Grammar,”

One of the most important features
of the book is the introduction, Tt out-
lines in great detail, Pra Loudness
of Voice; Distinctness; Slowness; Pro-
%rlet}r of Pronuncintion; Emphasis;

ones; Pauses; and Mode of Readi
Verse, The subject motter is umng::s
with the above prineiples in mind, the
picces seloctod giving exercise to a
great variety of emotions, and the
correapondent tones and variations of
voice, The author claims his selections
to bo “extracted from the works of
the ml._ corroct and elegant writ-
OTl o av it
_ The book of 260 pages is divided
inte two parts, one in prose, the other
in verse,

A ;{Iuntn at the contents catalognes
the pieces thus: Didactic pieces, Nar-
rative pieces, Argumentative pieces,
Deseriptive pleces, Pathetic pieces,
and Promiscuous pieces.

Such meaty and contemplative se-
lections as the esaays of Addison: Dr.
Johnson's observations; public
speechos of Lord Mansfield, Cicero
and the Apestle Paul whet the appe-
tite of the reader. Goldsmith's descrip-
tion of Niagara Falls found thersin
may have been lying dormant in Lin-
coln’s mind from the time he first read
it until he made his Niagara Falls

Selh' fons ogues

petions from  the dial

Damon and Pythlas, and Damucﬁl::
and Heraelitus are offered those stu-
dents who prefer histrionies. A lot-
ter from Pliny to Marcellinus on the
denth of n beautiful voung woman
who paased away just before her wed-
ding dny may have been remembered
by Lincoln in later years, with the
passing of Ann Rutledge,
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Brief sentences are compiled under
such subjocts as Disinterested Friend-
ship, Patience under Provecation, Dis-
eretion, Temper, Gentleness, Forgive-

ness, ete,
Passages and quotations from the
Bible are very frequent all through

the book. The author says that he has

boen “solleltous to recommend to
young persons, the perusal of the sae-
redd Seriptures, by interspersing
thra his work, some of the most

beautiful and interesting passages of
those invaluable writings. To excite
an early taste and veneration for this
great rule of life, is a point of so high
importance, ns to warrant the attempt
to promote it on every proper occa-
sion.”

The
ENGLISH READER

Pieces in Prose and Poetry
salected from
THE BEST WRITERS.

Deplgned tn Asaist Woung Persons
To 1 with Propriety and Effeet

T'a Improve Thelr
Langunwe and Sentlments
And to Inouloats
Some of tha Mosl Important Prinelples of

PIETY AND VIRTUE

With a few nary obssrvations
on e Prinedples of Reading.
e
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The volume does not lack for pen-
give proverbs and wise sayings but it
is to be regretted that the names of
the authors nre usually deleted,

“1 consider a human soul without
eduention, like marble in a quarry;
which shows none of its inherent beau-
ties, until the skill of the polisher
fetches out the colours.”

“Revenge dwells in little minds.™

“Gentleness correcis whatever is
offcneive in our manners; and by a
constant train of humane attentions
studies to alleviate the burden of com-
mon misery.”

“In jodging others, let us always
think the best and employ the spirit of
charity and eandor, But in judging of
ourselves, we ought to be exact and
severe”

“Diligence, indusiry and proper im-
provement of time, nre materinl duties
of the young."

“Sincerity und truth form the basis
of every virtue,”

“To maintaln a steady and unbrok-
en mind; amid all the shocks of the
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world, marks a great and noble
spirit.”

“When upon ratlonal and sober in-
quiry we have established our princi-
ples, let us not suffer them to be shak-
en by the scoffs of the licentious, or
the eavils of the sceptical.”

“What avails the show of external
liberty, to one who has lost the gov-
ernment of himsell 7"

Part Two of the book is devoted to
Pieces in Poetry, nnd the Chapter
heads read about ns did the Prose
pieces. In the section headed Descrip-
tive Pieces, we find part of & letter by
Addison written in blank verse and
entitled *“Liberty and slavery econ-
trasted.”

“Oh, Liberty . . . poverty looks cheer-
ful in thy sight.”

“But what avail. . . the smiles of na-
ture and the charms of art,
While proud eoppression in her wval-

leys reigns, i
And iyranny her happy
plaina?"™

Cowper, in no uncertain terms gives
us his “indignant sentiments on na-
tional prejudices and hatred; and on
slavery."

“He finds his fellow guilty of a skin
Not mln-gr'd. like his own; and having

r
To enforee the wrong for such a wor-
thy cause,
Dooms and devotes him as his law{ul

An:r’:l,l: declares that:

b | hl:: muoch rather be myself the
ave,

And wear the bonds, than (asten
them on him."”

Possibly some of the couplets and
gingle stanzas were remembered by
Abraham Lincoln down through the
years. The book ia rieh in these,
““Tis education forms the common

mind:

Just as the twig is bent the tree's in-

"m 1

usurps

¢! b
'I'hi.'!i:ii-ﬂ three lines must have encour-
a m:
“Qur 1l:ueim‘ll'l.ll knowledge like our need-
u

Unhedged lies open in life's common

@

And hids all welcome to the vital
feast.”

We would not be surprised if ome
coming upon a elearing in the South-
ern Indiana eounty in the early part
of the last century would have heard
the wyouthful Railsplitter, Abrahaom
Linealn, reciting these lines which he
had Jearned in Murray's English
Reader:

“Loud sounds the axe, redoubling
strokes on sirokes;
On all sides round the forest hurls

her oaks

Headlong. Deep echolng groan the
thickets hrown;

The rustling, ecrackling, erashing,

thunder down."



