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toltunny'll En~o:ti h Reader wa.s the 
be3t <'hool book t\ u put into the 
hand~ of nn Amt>ncnn youth." Abra­
ham Unroln ht aaitl to have made this 
sto1t.emrnt to \\.illiam Herndon and of 
count th(" implitation is clear that 
Lincoln u <'<I 1he book when a boy. 

1t11 prt (l't.<'l' set• forth its purpose 
in lh<'A words: "To improve youth in 
the lrt of r~·adinK; to mt>liorate their 
lnngungv nnd IW'ntimrnt~; and to in­
culcate.• tuum· of the.• moJt important 
principlcK or piety nnd \'irtuc." It is to 
fiCr\'f' u!lw '"' "an auxiliary to the au­
thor'" J·:ngli:4h (;rummnr." 

One of th4• mo~t important fentures 
of thr hook i~ the introduction. It out­
linu In grt·nt tl~·tnil, Proper Loudness 
of Voh:(': J>istlnctne!'B; Slowness; Pro· 
prit'tY nf Prf)nuncintion; Emphasis; 
Tont ; PaUJu• ; and ~tod.-• of Reading 
\"ene. Th«- tubject matter is arranged 
'"'ith the abo\ principles in mind, the 
ptccN <'I l"h d g'" ing exerche to a 
Jt'Tt'At \an~ty of emotion>~, and the 
cofT't'spond nt tontl nnd 'ariation.s of 
'oiee. Th(' author dairns hi !I 5ti<"C'tions 
to be "extracted fn,m the works of 
the m(}st torrcct &.nd elegant writ· 
('f •••• " 

Tho book of 2(;,~1 pages is divide-d 
into l\\o pnrts, one in Jlrose, the other 
in \'~·r~·. 

A glnnu'! nt tlw c·ontents catalogues 
llw. llit•<'l'14 thu14: Didat•tic pieces, Nar .. 
rntiVt' pi<•Ct'H, Argumentative pieces 
Ocscriptivt\ pit•<•t•s, Pathetic pieces: 
and PromiHcuous pieces. 

Such mcuty nnd contemplative se· 
lt>ctions ns tht• (' snys or Addison; Dr. 
John!lon'll o b a 1.! r vat ion!;; public 
!J>(•rchu ot Lord ~tansfield, Cicero 
and thf"' AJ)()stle Paul whet the appe. 
hte of th,.. l"t' ldcr. Goltbmith's de:scrip... 
tlon of ~l.lpra Jo'aJls found therein 
mA)' havt! bnn I) mg dorrnant in Lin­
r: In' mand Cr ·m thC' timC' he first read 
1t untal he made hb ~iagara Falls 

JX"'<h. 
~lNtiona frorn the dialogues of 

Oamon and Pythia.s, nnd Dt·mocritus 
nnd lh rnditus RT<, ()fTt•red tho~ ~lu· 
d('nls \\ho }lr f<'r histrionics. A Jet· 
t r from Pliny to Marcellinus on the 
dt•nth ,,r n "t nutiful young woman 
who JlMl t·tl nway ju~t before her wed· 
dtnJ.! cl:•r may htwl' bcl'n rl·membcrcd 
hy Lhll'uln in lnt<'r yean, with the 
JlUM~tng of Ann RuLil'dge. 
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Rri<-f ~ntcnct>a nro compiled under 
~ut·h ~ubjt!'fl.!' us DiMinterested Friend· 
~hip, Pati(•II('O untltr Pro\"ocation, Dis­
Cl'f'tion, Tt·mp(.•r, Gcmtlt ncs:-::, Forgive. 
ness, etc. 

Pas'-rtJ,CeR and quotAtions from the 
Ribh~ an' Vl"l"y fn·quC'nt all through 
tllC' hool<. 1'hc uulhnr Mys that he has 
bct·n .. ~olidtCHih to recommend to 
young Jll'l~ona, lh<' pnu~nl or the sac­
n.·d S c r i p t u r ~· t', by interspersing 
thrvuR'h hi~ work, aome of the most 
bc:~utiful And inl('resting passages of 
thl) <' in\'Dluablo writinac~. To exeite 
nn t arly tntte and •ot•nf.!ration for this 
r;rre:1t rul~ of life, is D point of so high 
importanet', at to warrant the attempt 
to promote! it on e\ ery proper OCC&· 
a ion." 

The 

ENGLISH READER 
"' PitC1.'A In ProRe and Poetry 

Tilt: BI,ST WRITERS. 
Llul~o:ntol lu Anh•l Ynunl( Pe-r110n• 
·ro u~,.d v. 11 h l'rttprlf'tJ nncl l·:treet 
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Thr- vnlum4• dcw11 not lnck tor pcn­
~in• prn\'4•rh. nnd wiM<' sa)ings but it 
it1 to lx· rt•J(Tt1t te-d thnt the names of 
thL' author~ nl'c UKuaUy deleted. 

"I cnmdd<'r n human xoul without 
e<hu:ntlnn, Hkt• mnrble in a quarry; 
whiC"h pcJto~·tc nonr of its inherent beau· 
tie!f, until the Mkill of the polisher 
fetchc-. out the C'Oiours." 

''Rr,·t>n~te d~tll" in little mind.s." 
"Gf'nth.·nt>-s.oc corrt"CtA whatever is 

offtn h~ in our mannf'rs; and by a 
t'On tant trRin of humane attt>ntions 
.. tudit-s to alh·' iatf' tht burden of com­
mun mi""f'r)." 

'"In jud~tin~t otht-nc, let Ul':i always 
think thr hl·l't and f'mplo) the spirit of 
chnrit,- and candor. Uut in judging of 
ourJK"hn. we ought to be exac:t and 
sr\ere.'" 

"[)iliJ:t'nt"(', indll!dr)' and proper im· 
pro' t·mt"nt of timr, arl' material duties 
of the younJt."' 

"Sinct'rlty nnd truth form the basis 
of ('\·er)' \ ll't Ui.'." 

"To maintain It Htt'ndy nnd unbrok· 
en mind, nmld all the shO<:ks of t.he 
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world, mark" a 1rtat and nob I e 
,;piril.'' 

''Wht:'n upon rational and .. ober in­
quiry "e ha,·r t""tllbli ... htd our 1•rinci· 
pi('". let uR not RUff<•r tlwm to be sh:tk· 
en by the •cof1'N of th'• lict•ntious. or 
the CR\'118 of tit(• MCeJlticaJ.'' 

"Whnt rnnils tht• -.how of external 
liberty, to one who hnH lost the gov~ 
ernmf'nt of hlmoctlf?" 

Part Two or t.hc buok i1 devoted to 
Piecea in Poetry, nnd the Chapter 
ht>nds rt::\d n.bout aA did the Prosf! 
pieces. In the a c:tion h4;:ndc:d Dt' crip­
thc- Piece-", we End part of a lcttf.'r by 
AddiMn writtt"n in bl.lnk v~ne and 
entitltd "Liberty and alan·ry con· 
tra.ated." 
.. Oh. Liber1y ••• poHr1y looks theer· 

ful in 1h) ai1h1 ... 
.. But what •'·ail ... tht' ~milt's of na· 

tun• and tht' charms of art, 
While- proud opprt' ion in her 'al· 

I e) !ll reignJJ., 
And tyranny u¥urpll her happy 

plaiM?•' 
Cowpt'r, in no unct·rtAin terms gi\'CS 

uR his 40indignnnt IH'ntimrnts on na. 
tional prcjudicrs nnd hntred; and on 
sin very." 
''He find!i hioc fellow guilty of n totkin 

Not colour'd likll hi a own; and ha,·ing 
pow'r 

To enforce the wrunK fur t~~uch a wor· 
thy cau'le, 

Dooms and dcvotu him aA his Jawful 
prey." 

And alao d.-.larH that: 
.. , had much rathu be- myself the 

ftla\·f', 
And wtar the bond-. than fa.c;t~n 

them on him."' 
Pos.sibl)· aome of the couplets and 

singlt'i st.anzu ''ere re-mtmbcrt'd b)· 
A braham LtnC'Oln dov. n through the 
~~ears. The book i .. rich in these. 
"'Tis education form111 tht common 

mind: 
JuRt n .. thr twig 1~ b(·nt the trc.•e'!o> in­

clined." 
These Uucc lim1s must hnve encour. 

as;ced him: 
"Our nel'dful know1Nhtr like our need· 

ful food. 
Unhedgcd lir1 Ol)t'n in life's common 

fleld 
And bidoc nil wtlcume to the ,·ital 

feaMt."' 
We would not 00 surprised if one 

ccminl{ UJKtn a draring m the South· 
em Indiana county in the r.!lrly part 
of the Ja~t Cf"ntury would have h ard 
thP youthful Ratbplitter, Abrah m 
Lincoln. T('l"itin~t th' line whach ht' 
hnd Ira r ned ln ~lurra) 'a f:ngli-"'h 
Reader: 
"Loud soundM tht a"\ e, rOOoublinJ:" 

.... t rokr1 on tlt rc1 lot(••; 
On all ~o~ldt·~ round the fon•:-.t hurls 

her oakfll 
llt'Adlomr. Ut•eJJ C'thoing groan the 

t hick<•t.M broY. n: 
The rustlin~, cnckling, crashin~, 

thundt.'r down.'' 


