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PIKE'S ARITHMETIC

We are including Pike's arithmetie
in the list of school books Lincoln
used, solely on the statement of Will-
ianm Herndon, What his authority was
for plasing this text in his of
Lincoln’s school books he doez not
ptate,

After making a comparative study
of the text of Pike's arithmetic and
the copy book Lincoln mades we have
been unable to find but one point of
direct contact.

Facsimiles of several pa of this
interesting hand made book of sums
are before us. As in most cases where
such books were prepared they were
copled either directly from an arith-
metic or used in the class room to
copy problems presented by the teach-
or. The last method amounted to the
same as the first as the teacher un-
doubtedly used the same text as a
source book.

The question in point is: What was
the original text used by either Lin-
coln or his school teacher which served
ns n source for the data in the copy
book ?

It has beon suggested by some Lin-
coln authorities that Pike's arithmetic
is the only one mentioned ns having
been used by the president in his pri-
mary education.

Buried in the great mass of eulogies
prepared at the time of Linecoln’s as-
sassination is one delivered before the
New England History-Geneological
Society at Boston on May 3, 1865, by
Elins Mason, In his very inte
and reliable bi phieal sketeh of the
martyred president, he states that:

“Tt is true that young Lincoln in his
buckskin clothes and racoon-skin cap
did pick up a little of ‘Dobell’s arith-
metic’.”

A typographical error has evidently
been made here in the spelling of the
name of the compiler of the arithme-
tic as the author of the first American
texthook on arithemetic wis named
Nathan Daboll. For many years in the
latter part of the eighteenth century
this was the only text book on math-
emauties in America.

Whether or not the problems which
Lineoln ecopied in his sum book are in
agreement  with these in Daboll's
nrithmetic we are not informed but
they do not appear to be copled from
Pike's. But one apparent agrecment
has been discovered which seems to

::g,}-est & common origin of form
T demand, ete.”

LORE
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In Lincoln's eopy book this writing
Appears:

“An army of a 10000 men having
plundered & city took so much money
that when it was shared among them
ench man had £27. T demand how
much was taken in all.”

Pike's arithmetic puts a problem in
this way:

“A shopkeeper sold 13 yards of
cloth, on the following terms: viz. 2d.
for the first yard, 4d for the second,
dd for the third, &e; I demand the
price of the cloth,”

Isane N, Arnold, one of the early
blographers of Lincoln, makes this
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statement in a foot note:

“1 have in my possession, a few
Eﬂﬂm from his manuseript ‘Book of

xamples in  Arithmetie,! One of
these is dated March 1, 1826, and
headed ‘Discount’, and then follows in
his eareful handwriting, first: ‘A defi-
nition of Diseount,’ second: ‘Rules for
its compution,” third: ‘Proof and var-
fous Examples,’ worked out in figures
ele; then ‘Interest on mnna{' e
treated in the same way, in all his
own handwriting. I doubt whether it
would be easy to find among scholars
of our common or high schools, or any
school of boys of the age of seventeen,
o better er{:an specimen of this sort
of work, or a better knowledge of
figures than is indicated by this book
of Lincoln's, written at the nge of
seventesn,”

It is not the purpose of this broad-
side, however, to di Lineoln's
vopy book, except ns we might hope to
find some evidence that e's erith-
metic was the original source, In this
effort we seem to have found little
evidence to support its supposition.

Lincoln's last school temcher Azel
W. Dorsey is snid to have deseribed
his illustrions student as coming to
the log cabin school house, "?rav ied
with an old arithmetic which had
somewhere been found for him to be-

gin his investigntions into the ‘higher
branches'.” 'l{.iu reminiscence Iﬁges
not state the name of the arithmetic
Lineoln brought to school.
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Pike's arithmotic was first issued in
1788 by Nicholas Pike, AM., AAS.
The book went into severml editions.
The copy before us was published in
1804 and is the fifth edition of the
text. It was twenty vears later than
this, that Linceln stodied arithmetic
and if he used the work of Pike the

book may have been a revised later
edition.

On page 34 appearz that familiar
old chant of the seasons:

“Thirty days hath September, April,
June, and November, = =

Feobruary £8 alone, and all the rest
have 21."

Followed by the notation:

“When you ecan divide the year of
our Lord by four, without any re-
mainder, it is then Bissextile, or Leap
Year, in which February has 29 days."”

The book contains in addition to the
customary measures, and tables of
weights, an ale or beer measure and
4 wine measure,—as well as a cloth
measure in which “four nails make
one quarter yard."

Dry measure according to a note is
applied to all “dry u8 ¢orn,
seed, fruits, roots, salt, sand, oysters,
and coals.”™

Other interesting sections are those
on single and double fellowship, deal-
ing with problems of men who “share
the same grazing pasture, and barn.”

The book contains several Euaeriy
worded problems and many “eatch”
propositions also find their way into
the volume. For instance:

“Nine gentlemen met at an inn,
and were so pleased with their host
and with each other, that in a frolick
they ngreed to tarry so long as they,
together with their host, could sit
every day in a different ition at
dinner; pray how long, they kept
their agreement, would their frolick
have lasted "

Again: “Suppose a number of
stones were laid a yard distant from
each other for the space of a mile, and
the first, a yard from a basket; what
length of ground will that man travel
aver, who gathers them up singly, re-
turning with them one by one to the
baskot 2"

Could our popular present-day Po-
tato race have been derived from this
old problem?

The Rule of Three

The caleulus of proven mathematics
wag the “Rule of Three.” To this
Abraham Lineoln nspired. The Rule
of Three was the method of finding a
fourth term of a proportion when
three are given. The numbers being
#o arranged thal the first is to the
second as the third is to the fourth,
which test is that torm required to be
found. Abraham proceeded by multi-
plying the second and third terms to-
gether and dividing the product by the
first. This seems to have been the
climax of Lincoln's primary edueca-
tion.



