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The last n rn~ of one of Lincoln's 
!thool t~ach~rs uns Hazel, and the 
first fl l" mt• of h1ft lnst in""tructor was 
A.z.cl. The eim1larity o! name! has 
caused somr. confu11ion in identifying 
the~t· t'\\o char:u:t•·rs. 

Azrl \\"alter.- nolT!ICY was th(' only 
school tf"nC"her or Lincoln, R.!ll far as 
Wt' con lr• rn, who livt'c-1 cont<'mporc4 

nnous with him in the 111inois country. 
Whcn LinC'oln prt'pared his auto­
biogrnphienl "krt<'h for Scripps and 
nnmf"c.l hiR "v~· ~chool tcnchHs !-'itzcce~­
!\ivC'ly, he n:unrd DorRcy last. His 
only JH'r:wnnl rt'ft•rrnre in this sketch 
nl><mt nn)' om• or the t('achcrs wn:) 
nboui thf• l.tttc·r. or whom he S..'lid: 

"Th('> family of Mr. Dont•y now N'· 
sidPa in Schuylu County, Illinois." 

ThP first information we learn 
about Do• t'}", in tht" court records, j.:; 
th~ (Acl that ht" marri<>d Eleanor 
f';prhcga jn Xt•lson County, Kentucky, 
on January 1. 1807. Th~c days lat{'T 
hf" anct his broth r Grrcnbcrry Dorsey 
W('nt on a not~. paynble to Abraham 
Vanmatr..-, for the 11Um or $225. \Ve 
would inft·r that roming so clo~ to 
thP dute of the wt·dding it h ld some­
thing lo del with tho matrimonial 
venture. \VhntPvcr th" monc-y '"·as 
used for it h~ t1vitl('nt thnt thP Dor~ey-s 
could not nwl't th1 JlB)''mcnt when it. 
cnmt' dw• on thr following December, 
and it wnli in May of the next ycnr 
before nny pnyml·ntR were made. 

The )'l•nr Ahruhnm Lincoln was 
born Aut Dou('y and Grcenbury Dor· 
&P)' his brothl"r, wt·rt' farming a piece 
of ground tn Hardin Count)', Ken· 
tuck)·, <looe by the ~!ill Creek farm 
purcha.M by Thomns Lincoln. Dor· 
&ey muat. h."·e be( n well acquainted 
with JJncoln'a lath('r and hi!: aunt 
~lary Lin oln Brumfield. The Brum­
fields wert do neighbor&. 

In this arne l nr ISO, .\zol DorS<>y. 
Georg~ Ourkh~art, and Greoenberry 
Do1r!W')' hnd r"ntt:'rJ "oml' lnnd r.n Clcnr 
('N>ek from )firhn<'l Hcurh. The fat-e 
of thfl \'t•nlurr- 1" hc.·~t tnld in nn~wcr to 
the bill of th<• •nit which Reuch 
brought tu l'N'O\'f•r clnmag .... :;. 

''Tiwy (l)orM•y, Uurkhcart. and 
Oon~t·y) did culti\'Btt' thf.' ground in a 
farmc•r·likt•·munm•r undt'r tlw term 
I•••C'd •.• tho)' did J>ny the plaintiff 
t J part of thf.' rorn rai,.;cd on the said 
farm, stacked the ha> in three or six 

fl.t .. <'k• nnd ra' t- tht• Jllaintiff one-third 
thtnof ... on that da) thert• wa~ a 
r.-r.-·:'lt trt mtndouM flnod and frcl"ht't in 
Clt'ar Crt•('b., runninlo!' through tht­
IC':l~NI prt'llli t'~. \\ hirh "'Wt'(ll and cnr­
J'i(·cl ()(i from tht· .. aid llrcmif;t'~, r.ll 
th" rniht und r( nc:lng tlu.•reon. 1,, 
l"'h'<ll\~ uf \\ hich irrt•,..iMtibJe net 0£ n:.• 
tun• nr (:nd rlw dt•ft•nd:mt!-1 \trere dis· 
nb1ed from I( l1\ ln.: tht• farm in the rc· 
pr.ir t('Q;Uin·d h)· tht• ron•nant." 

1\ppar nt1)' the Jlr,r ey's matri­
moninl <'!l " n.• r th rou~h thos"' 
fir L h'o.) e rs as f r as f1n.mc:iaJ mal· 
ten \\ <"f<' <'onccr I. 

B~ the-}(' r 1 13, how v('r, th" t.z;.x 
1' • h w that H r )" O\\ned 100 
acres of lAnd and lhn- horfi<"S. The 
!amP yeur bt" \\!as appomted a com· 
m1.a ioner of the rt"'t nttt! tax. This 
w:~.s a reaponslbl ffice and kept Dor· 
5~!-' b·1 y tiC\ rnl w• ks "ith a fair r • 
munt•tution. IIi hrothrr, Gn-enbcrr::, 
ownrd 'laves but tht1 r(! is nn record t~> 
show hnw t\7.t•l stood on thi11 qu•·~tion 
which wn. n livt• "ubjl•ct of d ·bate in 
piont·~·r K1.·ntul•ky. 

Dor:-~cy nrriY\'tl i11 th'' Jntlinnn coun­
try n" <-arl:'t' tu• :\tr.y 1:1. tRW, whrn 
h(• N'l'\'l'd RR <"h·rk of an t•I(•C'tion at tht~ 
home of Willium B••rry in Ohio Town· 
f;l•ip, \\'urrit·k County. In the yt'ar 
1818 hl• wns • n IllS: t Trrasurt'r .an1i 
Corhnt·r 10 thro tl'rrltory thnt is now 
!-ipencer Cou11l), lnd1nna. 

SuC'h T(..,J>Onslblro po1nUon ns the ~ 
indicat that Por ) wns n i ac!l'r in 
the- uiTalrs of thf t'ommun t). 

His popularlt., mny ha'\"e OC('n ~­
p(ln :bl for h1s de<'i ion to rnt('r the 

mPrcantile bu neu n s t f rth in 
this ugrcemt nl filet! in ~JK'OCt" r Coun· 
ty Cou t HoU!tt~: 

l!ocktlllrt, \Iorch 10. 1~19. 
".\ cOH."nnnl und particular lrond b(•· 

twet•n \. \\. l>orf'tC) nnd '1. n. Snyd~r. 
"'e do IIJert•t• tu nntl hnvr thi~ day en· 
h•rt•d lnln ru·tmrlm•r .. hip in tlw mer­
<'•lfltil<' buMITIN•M fur th<' lt'rm of .) 
)'enrK lr:tditlK undt•r fh<' firm of Dor· 
Re~· nnd Snydu ... .'' 

"As t.•Rrh• ax JM20 Dor!K')" bl'gnn to 
pu«has1• lots in H' kport, near wher<' 
h• th< n liv••d, but by March oovonth of 
th<" !ollo\\JDJ: )'€'AI' h~ had moved to an 
&dja<t'r.t count)·, llubou. The censu 
for 1820 hov.: him to bt" n reatdent o: 
nubois cour.ty, nt that tim('. He and 
hi.s wife ar Loth list I as bet\\~n ::!•) 
r.ud I~ )tAnl of &K\". Thr sons und~r 
tC'n \f·:ua of nY.Q nn,f on boy J:w-twet>n 
10 anrl lti nr<" a1xo hst d. Dr ~Ia)· 10, 
JS2":. lh r rmly had rt•lurned to SJX'n· 
<"t•r ('uuntv but C'ontinu~l to s.-11 some 
or th«·h· Ro<'kport land holding~. It 
was in .Junl', 1t-l2·1, v. hf'n it appoe:n·s 
thnt thf"ir ln t HI)Ckport rca) <'~tate 
wn:J t"uhl. What bt'<'nnw of the psnt­
l'e,..:-.hit) vt•nltll'l' with Snyd€.\r in the 
mPrrantil•• Lu•\inrss i nnt. known. 

)t. (>I•Jlllf HIOI'Il liJ.;:ely that it Wil~ 
ch1rin1' thr• t•nrl)· munths of lt\26 that 
Lincoln ult('mlt·d Uorst'y•a school as 

l·n )f: r ·h I, of that y('nf' Lincoln 
(' pi('tl mto iu manmu:rilll book of ex· 
nmp1e~ "rnl Jh•m unckr these 
hradin~: 1 t. "A r)Pf\nition of dis· 
cotont.," N·mul, "Rul,·s for its compu­
t:.•tr.n:• Ol nl, "Prl)n(K nnd variou~ ex­
amples!' 

f>nr~c )'' C!tm1ifl(·atiuJHI to tf'nch arc 
c·vicll'nt us h1• v .. lK nblt' to inE~truct 
~fanws Sw uwy, a form<'r tt'achcr of 
l..inC"oln. ln fnc·t, it mny lw acce-pt€'d 
without doubt thnt I>onwy wa:-~ by far 
thf' bl:: t NJUIJ p(•l tut1r who hnd in· 
struC"t J I inculn, nnrl furtunatt"ly 
<' m m c nhC't with the boy at a 
time wh( n ome advanc-ed tramlng in 
m>th motlts "ould be helpful to him. 

The van( ty of the Jl(Jsltions that 
Dorsey hcltl t('nd to pro,·e that his 
education. for thnt day at tt'ast, "·as 
not of th~ Ingle tntck &tyle. The 
tudcnt of nrithnll lie tht-n \\"R!S con· 

std ft' I tu h l\t~ n•:lrhcd t.hP p('ak of 
:n•l·llcl"ttmltwhif·w:mrnt. 

At th<.' timo I.irll'oln lx•rame the 
r1upil of Dor c·y lht~ latlt·r wns about 
forty-two ~·t·tu8 nr Ogt• U~ he was born 
~ovt•mlwr fi, L'7H I, 

llorrt~y HliJ.~rntc•cl to thr Jllinoit; 
r-ountn· twu yt .trill h<'fon' th(' UncolnA' 
lt·ft ll~tliann anrl lnuJ.Cht n t('rm of 
s<"h,.)oJ tht•rc in tht• C ll und wint~r of 
1S2S 2~1. 

The late J. B. O.tkle.t( eonlribut<'d 
an mt cit> to the Jout nal o{ the JJlinoi;o; 
Hi tor t 1 • "l<'tt:'ty 1n "hich ht> tells of 
Dor t') 'a n id("nce 1n N-h J)'l r Coun· 
t:,;, Illil'o·!ll, and \1in~ l\l<'<'t'55ful in lo· 
rstmg th grn\t' o( nora(')', Mr. Oak­
lf'a!' ns con\ me d thnt Do~y wag in 
th ''ar of I Sit nd ttC<'n·ed his land 
J:T3nl in S<·huyl• r county in recogni. 
t 0rn o" that It nict• In 18~0 Do~4'Y 
( nt('r(•d two tr let ot lnntl ln the 
county. 

~fr. Onldt•nf \\ll!l tillt"rf'ss!ul in di~­
con•ring tlu• urnvc of Hnrt~<'Y and on 
the tumh Nhuw tlw clat<' of hiA tlcath 
""~ rl(•nrly insnilwtl: Sq,tc'nlh('r 13, 
lSliH. 'rhi •ti~t·ov~·ry wnultl not allow 
th(• ('0111inu.\lll'1' or tlw tr.u-litinn which 
dnims that. DorM'Y WH" Ji,·ing at the 
time of Lincoln'~ dcction to the pre~i· 
dency. It does not invalidare the testl· 
mony of Dor y thnt at the time he 
taught I.. ncoln, his IJUJlil, "ho was 
th('n markNI tor the 'ag~rness and 
diligt:nCO with 'Ahlch he pursued his 

ud1('1j:, C'ame to the log cabin school 
h u c i rrt)t:d in burk aktn dotheo;;, a 
!':)(_" )()0 kin cnp, nnd pro,:idcd "ith an 
n1d a h ti \\ hich hntl h«on found 
f ,r him fo bcgtn hia inve ligations 
:nto lh(' "h1ght>r bru.nchl' ." 

Oae or Uot ('y'll Illinois flchonl PU· 
pils, the Rt•vt n nd <'hnunce;.· Hobart, 
in his hook "ltt•t·oll<•rtiunl'( of :\ly Life. 
Fift.y Yenrs of ltt•rlmcy in lht' North· 
W(·~t," wrilts thnt :'\tr. llnl';o>I'Y remem· 
bt·n·d young Lim•uln ltindl)•, t'JlOke o( 
him frequl•ntly nne I snitl: 

"Ahruh.1m J.im·oln wo~ nnt' of the 
nublt t hoys I t'\l·r knew nnd ig cer­
tain to beconw nott·d if he lin~a." 


