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WEE~IS' LIFE OF 

WASH I NC:T0:-1 
'I hr bouk mo 1 ofh·n llJC1-tl('laf<>~l .,..,th 

l.tnC'oln'a t•arl) lift 1 ''\\'('t•m~· J.tft uf 
WM~hingtun," whu:h hn.t nppt :ar•-d in 
tht!' )'t?3r 1~}(). Uurin~ th' n•·xt C'f'D• 

tnry mon• thHn at•\"t•nt~ t•ditiomc C'&nw 
from tht pn•ss. Tht• fnmilinr <'herry 
trt>t! Ktory wa~ th t tolt.l 1n tht' fifth c·di 
tion, publiRht:'d in 1K06. Ju"t whut t~>dl· 
lion ('llffil' into thl' huncl8 uf l.lnc•uln w~·. 
do not know. 

Thl' copy iw rt"ncl Wftfl, Jlk('ly thf'i 
propt'rty of hit- "<'hu<~l t<.•nc:ht•r, Andr('W 
Cruwf1,rd. II(· wu nbout t•lc•vt•n c1r 
l w<'l\'t' yll'nr" of RA'l"' whtn hfl n·ad It 
ond it may hn\'t' ix-<>n hh1 0 r~o~t bor. 
rowt'd book. It .. hnuld n(1l bt> ("ontus~·cl 
with tht• borrowt•d hnuk whlt'h wn• 
dnmnJ(ed b)' a "torm whilt• in hi" PO"· 
l"f'"!lifm, nnd whi<"h h<' lntl'r JlUrrhut·•l 
by hurd htbor. 

Our inh•r<'~t in WN·m~· wurk is dut• 
to thl' fnC"t that Lincoln hlnuuolf mf>n· 
tinnt"d the titlt• whit"' acldrt•~Utinsr thf' 
~enatt• of tht> ~tat~ uf ~t·w Jrrl4.·Y In 
lHr,I, He !!!IUd 
"Ma~ I bt- pardontd 1f upun thi" M· 

usion J mf'ntion that .,...., buk in m~ 
childhmHI, thf' t'arliC'1't da)" u( my bt·· 
in~ ablt fO rt-ad. I -=:ot hold of a •n~all 
bnolr... .... uch a onf" u (~w o( thf' )OUn ... r 
mf'mkr-Jort. ha,,. t'\f'f fol"f'n..- '1\'ffm•' 
I ifr of Wa"'hin~tlon.' J rtm~mbtor all 
tht- ac-rounlal th~rf' «nf'n of tht hattlf'• 
fif'ld"' :tnd totrua:a:ln tor tht> llbf.rt7 of 
lhf' rountrr. and nonf' fhf'd thtm..ehu 
upon my imaxlnation M) dNply u th.­
~trua-alf' hf'rf' at Trt"nton. ~f'W Jf'rw)'. 
Th(· no,.Jna: o( tht rhn, tht cont~t 
uf th .. Jlf'!l-..ian"- the- hard11hlp• t'ndurtd 
at that timf'. all fh:f'd thf'mMhf'!C on m;t 
mt'mor, mort' than any ,.lnrlf' Rt'vo1u· 
tionar) "'tnt. and you all know. for 
rna ha\'t all bt-tn boy~t. how tht·~ urb 
imprt·o~,jon_'~ la"(t Jong~r than oth~nc. 
I rKoll«t thinklnJe thf'n, boy t-H'n 
thouJeh I wa~. that tht'rco mu.,t ha\~ 
twrn "IOmf'thin« mort' than eomn1on 
that tht-flt" m~n f'ltru«Kied for.'' 

ThP foJio\\1ng "C4'nt' taken frnm 
Wt·Pma' "tory of Washlnscton'a advanrP 
c•n Tnnton, i~ on(' to which Abr&hltm 
Linroln rt'f<'rrrd and which lt.•ft IU<'h n. 
dt•ep impN'ssion on him. 

"Wa"'hinscton nnd his Jittlr forlorn 
h<Jpe, Pl"et~-Red on through the tlnrl1 
some night, f)('lt<'d by nn incc.•tt,.nnt 
l'ltorm of hail nnd ~now. On npproac.·h­
ing the river nint• mllc.•" abovt· Tmnt.on, 
tht.•y hcmrd the unwt'lt'omc tN\r of lt't', 
loud l'r"a'llhin, aJ,,nv th" ontTY tlclO<I. 

FORT WAYNE. INDIANA 

flut thP object ~fOTt' thtm ... a~ fO'l 

vu t to allow onr thou«ht about diffi­
rultin. Th<" troops were insbntly tm· 
hrtdt("O, and afWr fh·to houn of infinit,. 
1¢11 and danf[t•r, lanrltd, some of th~m 
Croatbittton, on the ttame ""hoN' ~~th 
rh~.: f'n~my. Fonnin« a linf" they re­
n..-•tu-d tht"lr march. Pale, and ::.14'>Wl)' 
mm ing along the neighboring hill~ 

•·a11- M'«'n, (by Fancy'• e)"e) the we-Pp­
'"1[ ~f'nius nf li!M-rty. Driven from the 
r .. t or th• world, ohe ftod to the wild 
woods of America, aa an as~red asy· 
lum of ~Jt.-Hf're •he fondly hoped, 
through lonk unfailing time, to see her 
children puraujng cheerful toils un­
l'lnn·t•d and uncru,hed by the inhuman 
ff'w I But alaal the inhuman few v.i.th 
ftl~t• nnc..l armies, had pursued her 
ftiJI'hll Her aono had gathered around 
hM, but thPy had failed-some on their 
bloody bcdo; othen disponed; all d.,. 
~ponding, One little band alone rc­
mnin('o()! nnd now, resolved to defend 
h('r or periMh, were in rapid march to 
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faN~ ht-r fOf'. Pale and ln tt-ant, with 
•·yes o!U>n lifted to RPA\-'Pn ~hf' moved 
~lnnt with htor children to witnH:$ 
Jl'f'rhaps the lut conftiC"l. 

"The Sun hod iu.t tippod with Jl'Oid 
thP adjnC'f'nt hHb:, when snowy Tren­
ton, with the wide tentod fields or the 
foe. hnve in ahthl To the youn~ in 
.•rmtl thi!li '"'Ill' an awful ~«>nr: anrl nn­
turt• ull('c'l a t~hQrt Jivrd t••rror to th~ir 
htoArU. . . Thull ~teadil:!l rode Colum­
bia'.- fir111t and ~nte~t "on along thto 
front oC hi" halt in~ troops. Th,. c-agC'r 
wit;h for bnttl,. flu~h«!d ov('r hi!' burning 
fJtcto. :u rifling on hi!l !ltirrupl'l, he rai~ 
hh 111word townrd!l tht" ho~tile camp. 
und exclnimcd 'There! my brave 
frirn4l~tl or(' the f'nemieo; o( YOtlr coun .. 
try! nnd now, nil I n"k of you, iii, ju111t 
tfl r('mcmht"'" what you are about to 
t\yhi for. Mnrchl' His looks nnd voice 
rt1kindl<'d nil thrir fir<', nnd drove them 
unduuntctl to the churge. The enemy 
•nw th(> d"nJ.C(•r wh4-'n it wn~ too late! 
hut. n• IC rt'flolvr·d b>· t.H . .xing their cour­
af<' to p&)' lor their cnrele~;t~net~J, they 
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roused the thundt>r of th(•ir drum• and 
!lew to arms. But brfort" th<-)' could 
funn, thP Am•ricans, lC'd tin by Waflh 
'ngton. ad,·anc-ed upon tht"m In ~' 
.;otn-am of li5rhtnins:, "hl h •O<•n d~ 
,·ided the ('(lnte.tot." 

Xt·Xt to wa~hington'll mllltAt) 
;:chit-\tm .. nu Linroln .,_,ould tTad Wlth 
;!rent ir.ttrest the t.al~ of hill athletiC' 
Pf'aW(>$!'0. John Fitzhu.rh, f~.. wa.1 
Weems' informant \\ho ~;nid; -·t:tratl' 
he ran wundt:rfully, we hnd no)boc.b 
hereabouts that could romeo nf'ar him.'' 
c 'ol. Lewis Willis. a pia) mut~. t~.aid thA• 
he had oflPn ~n him thro\\ a filO:lt' 
acro:-lS the RappahanrtO('k, ut the.• ln\\L'"r 
Ct-rry of Fnodericbbur.c. \\'bilP lh ing 
\\ith the Widow Stevf'nsc.n, "" hf•n h•11 
claily toils of taurvr} ing wt•re t•ndt•d, 
t~eorge, like a younK Greek trnininK 
Cor the Olympic games Ufl('d tu turn out 
,,;th his !\t.urdy young eompanl('""· 't•• 
~f'f'1 a~ they termed it, 'which wnK tht• 
best man, ul runninK, jumr,Jn~r, nnd 
wrestling'." 

This very bri<"f rc.~fert.•nct.• to Wc.·l·m~· 
Washington should not elM{' wlthoul 
rrt'l-'enting the enrly vf'rt~ion nf t ht· 
l·hury tr('(' story. It waR prc:tficNI IH· 
• mphnsizing th(' t('Behln~ whic.·h 
Washington's father had "('t (urlh 
:~bout hont>~ty. 

"Wht'n Gt•ntl(i' watt About Pix y4·arloo 
of agt" he waK madc I ht wt-alt hy nUll•• 
t<'r of a hatchN! of ~'hich, likto mt .... t 
little boys he was immodt>ratt'1)" fond, 
nnd ~as ron!itantl)• goinK about chOJ)· 
ping t'\'t'r) t.hing that umf' hiH "'•>. 
One day in the «ardrn wh('re ht> oftt"n 
rtmubt"d him~J( hackinJC" hie 1"1\0ther· .. 
pea!»lick!'i., hto unluddl) trit"d thf' <"dJrc• 
of the h.atchtt on t,h..- bod) o( a l~au­
tiful ,oung £nglish ch.torr)'·trt'f', ._hich 
hto barked &O ttrribly. that l don't bt·· 
lie,· to t.hto trf'f' nt'r a-ot the kttn o( If • 
The n~~• mornJnK thf' old a-t>ntltman 
finding out what had bt'fallt-n hlft trr(', 
which, by tht> way WU a ltf'll (a'l"Oritf', 
umf' into thf' hou~ and with mu(h 
warmth a.."'k~ for the mJS('hlf'\OU .. au­
thor, dtodarin« at tht- 11amt- tjmc· that 
hf' would not ha,·to taken fiu· truint•a" 
for his trH. Sohody could ttll him 
anythin~ about it. Pr~t·ntl) (;f'<l,rtr~· 
and hi~ hatchet madto t.htoir appcaunct-. 
·r.eortre.' said hia father. 'do rou lt.no• 
who killed that bf'autlful littlf' chtrr) 
tre-e )Onder in the 1ardt>n!' Thht "'"~" 
tflUKh quf"~tion and Goorl'f' etal'ttt•rrd 
under it for a moment; but quickl) n·· 
co\·trN him'ietr, and looking nt hiM 
father, with. tht ts:weN Cue• n( \CHalh 

brightened •ith tht" c:harm. "lth th,• 
inexpres.,ible chorm nf all f'OnQuflrin~ 
youth, he brn·ely criC"d out, 'I C'Rn't h II 
a li~, Pa: you knnw I can't tt•ll a lie I 
did cut it with my hatchet.'-'ltun tu 
my arms, you dcart~t boy,' f'rled th4• 
(ather In lrlln.,porl1'i, 'run to m)· urm,c 
glad am I c:eorgr that HIU klllt•d 1"11) 
tree: for you h&H• paid m t for It 11 

thousand fold. Such an uct of hC'rol/111"11 
in my "'On 18 worth more thnn n thou· 
sand trees, though blo.Klilomed "'lth ~ell. 
l'er, and their (ruifll O( purrHt jtOid.'" 


