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Wt• lt•arn (rom two hri••f, hiol{rUJihi· 
~·al t"k(•l.l.'he:o~, Jlrt'Jl&rt d by AhrnhRm 
I. nroln about thr timr nf his nomina• 
tion for the Prt"tilfJ('ne~·. the nRmt-tt of 
hi~ thn-e Jndiana M(·hou) tcachen .md 
the Ktntu" uf ~:du,.ntion in th•• •·ommu­
nity wh•·rt> ht• livt'cl at that timf•, 

•• \hrahftm •t'nl 10 \, R, C ...ch1161 .. 
b~ littlr kt-pl "'U<<'t -.a\ d) b) \ndrt<11i 
Cu• (nrd, -S• Rllf'), and \1t"l 
W. (}ortct'). lie dot>"' rwl n•m('n,lwr nn) 
other" 

Thi Ytement h · pn·part.d for \lr. 
~ripp .md tb 'olio\\ in~ 11ar l('r:&Jlh 
for \lr. t'rll; 

.. Tiwrt• were !<011U.' "'fhool.;;, fo.O·CIIIIt.~d, 
hut nu Cluulification v.a~ t•\·er rt'tlulrfd 
of a ft•aC"htr ~>to yond ·r~adin. ~ ritinJr, 
and <iph, rin; to thto Ru1f' of Thrf',•. 
If a "''"~aler, <liiUppUfot-d to undtr..tand 
l .. :ttin, hotl•tumt>d to ,.,ojourn in fht• 
11E'i"h)K)rhi}(Kf, he WIVI luokt'tl UJUin Jl"' U 
"izard." 

Wt• n, h chat Lint.oln not onl)·, ... ,\ 
his N'huol tt•u('b('rM hut he namt"d t ht•m 
in th•· c•r'l"r of th<'ir adminiF;1rntiun1'. 
Thi~ wnultl mnk<' it 'luitt· clear thn~ An 
drf•w C'rnwfnrd WM hitf. tir!>t ~chonlnut~ 
ttr, 

Thc·rt• ha!i~ bt-en !wmt• 11hiftinli!' of th1~ 
order b)· Linco1n biographers in nrch·r 
tu rlram.Hizo Nonu• uf the settinga in 
which th1·y wi~h<'d to plac:c \hr.thnm 
I..in('oln. hut tht nrc-lt•r which ht u*"tJ 
t"an ~ Ably ~upportf'd by dot:umen\!1: 
\1. hiC"h arc~ 8\'Ailablco. 

WC' nn· Hr!t introdu('t•d to Andt'l'\\ 
Crnwfn1·d by an eat1'U)' nnti('(' whirh 
ap('learul in the Wt•t<'m Sun fnr Ot·· 
c€'mht-r H•, 11:_1,))1., whkh i" ~ian cl b) 
A ('ra\\ rm:J, JW;tit-e or the p .. I(' 

"TakC"n up b)' Jf'"Mf: JloAkin..., in HJwn­
ct•r County, Carter Tnwnship, 1\ ho~~ 
ntlued h)' G~OrJtt• I~ and Willi:tm 
Jlo .. ktn .. al $t0.00. A true copy fron1 
my ftltra) book." 

JeNl' Hoskins waa n neighbor uf 
Thom1111 Lineoln nnd this place" An­
drew ('ruw!ord in lhe Lincn1n ,·um­
munity os earl)' u 0H'I·mber W. IKl~. 

On January 20, lMUt, Crawford (M'r­
fnrnu cl the rit('" c•f matrimuny fnr 
.JoM'I'h C. Wright nnd Dinah Pit•Tce. 
As u .Ju,ticc of the.• Pt•Acc hr wm~ .-.rtcn 
callt•d ur.on h)' the )'OUnK l)t•or1e of 
the (-ommunit)· to N'H' in thifl t"npnd. 
ty The la~t \\ rdcting strYice hP i'( 
khf•\\ n to h:n·c J~rfurmc.-d wns fur nob· 
crt Augt·1 nnd Pnlly Richardl'nll. This 
wa~ nn M:trch 11, lN:.!l. 

'lo!tt tof the )'nuntt peoplt• murrit'd 
b)' C"ra-.ford durmg tht>Sc ycnn tAt•rt" 
(rum thP 1Jnro1n ('ommunity, whith 
indiC"ntNl that hi!t rt·Midcnce from Ot•· 
c• mhc•r, l818, to Murch, H~~l. wn~ in 
C'urtt•r To~\nshiJl. SJwnct•r Count). 

Tht" SJ)('rletr Count)' I.'~MUS (nr l~:!:l) 
c •ntain" the nann• o! Andrew Craw­
r.,td :mtl li 111 tS him M b@tW(-'('fl l\\l'nty­
•·bl' tuHI fol'ty.fin• Yl'Rrs of USW· lli~ 
wif'•, \\husf> n·un<! \\f' do not kn1•w, \\:\s 

hPtV~• o·n l·i~hteen and twent)··~IX. The)· 
h:arl t\\:o childnon. a AAD and a clnug-h­
ter. l)l1th undtr ttn r•·an~- of n.:•·· 

1'ht· waiter hn8 nuult• a curdul 'wnrch 
,,( th public r«"Cortb but find!J no t.•\'i­
denn, o( _\ndrt•\\ ('raw(ord in Spo·n•·Pr 
Count)' aftl'r the- month of ~hrC"h, t~:!:l. 
Tht' lmJIIiMltion H' fiUitE" clt-nr thnt he 
mon·d frCJm the cnmrnunil)· nhntlt thnt 
tinu• • 

t;\·id~ntly it \\tl& within thlll 8J•&c:e 
f,( a littlt• mort' than three )'l'ar" that 
ht~ laUJ(hl Ahrnham Lincoln. rhis b 
in ngrN·mt·nt \\ith l.wc-oln'H own lu~ti­
mon)' thnt {'rnw rnr1l \\OS hi~ llr-!olt In· 
tli:t1M ~chnol lf·nt·ht'l'. 

On" • f th(' t nrl) b ogTapht>r11 ~ bo 
mtt"ni~\\t-d Line-uln daim~J thtt.t Lin­
oln did not .1t•t rul M"hoo1 in Indiana 

until ,.hnrlly a(tt•r hiM fnther murric-d 
hi.., KN'untl wift·. The wNicling of 
Thumos Lincoln ;md ~urah Bul'h John­
.. on touk pb<"i" In lh'('emi)(o,., l!'\19. As 
~hP !'ChooJs iu outht-r-n Indian!\ u u:.lly 
k( J1l during th(' \\inter nlnnth!t, it 
wmJI,J npp~!ar that ('rawrord tnught 
r .in(•()lll durins;t" t)w wint('1' lt•rm of 
IX20·IH~l. 

Th~rt' I!> somt• t>VIdt. nc<' tn upport 
tht' ~~otatrment thnt Craw-ford'at lt'hool 
met 10 hig own 1 nhm home nnd that 
N•t mM'f' than tc•n ,,r twcln• t•hildrf'n 
W\'r'f' l'llr(lllf'd. Thf' location nr thc;o 
<'r•,w(•)rtl humt• has not bl•t•n c• t!l.b­
hl'ht"tl, 

W•• know frnm 1 xamples of Craw­
furd•l'l hnndwritinJ: that he wu!l n good 
:('l'ilw t•ut. u~idl• (rum thnt wt• art• able 
tn INtrn littlC' of hi~ Kcho1:l.'ltic training 
c-xrtl•t the tah•m<"nt which Lincoln 
nuul~ nbout (•arl) t'C'hool \<oaC'htrs in 
~llt"JAl. 

Thl'l't• Ill'\! rour inridents RKIIIOC'inted 
with tlw Crawford Mt•hool which tnuli· 
tiun h8iil kept alive One or two of them 
hll k I<' me o( th• tlramatic ~lt-ments. 

May 26, 1930 

u ua11y built up, -. hrn we rf"nHz~ that 
t.inl."oln wa~ nut moTe than twt!ht' 
yt•nnt old at thi" time. They nr4.• worth 
r(!JINU ing, howtl\'('r, R!( tht•y give an 
inl'lil!'ht into tht• C'OOciUC't of tlw t>llfl)' 
~hOof'll, 

('rowford ('\Jtft·ntly trh·d to t.coa.ch hi,. 
pupi1K ctiqu('ttt•, or "mnnnN"" as it 
wn" thC'n callt•tl, nnd ht> purt'u,•d this 
('nur~~t• by practit"al demon~trations. H(• 
wuuld al-'k nnt• or the pupils t. with· 
draw from lht' -.choolroom and th~n 
re·tnh r, b€-in~ n'(·t·ivec.l al thP tloor by 
t•tW flf' thf• otht·•· "('hohrs who ('~corted 
him rrom bt•nt•h to bl'nth, intrclclucin~ 
him tu each ont• l'rl'S<'nt. 

~lut·h has ~n ma(ie of l.mC'CIIn'• ap-­
l~•rance at th1111 time and l\ jc.cular 
rathL•J' than f.t riuus a~J)('C't hn~ bet>n 
~ivt n thi:; ndunhle backwuud11 train­
ing. 

,\ nt~tht·r wJclt'"ly dreulatt'd tory u( 
nn mddtnt in th., Crawford achool ., 
tht' fllmou~ ttJwiHng match, in whkh 
Lincoln hclpt•d unc or hiK t•lntt!'lmatc•l'! 
tn SJ>t•IJ the word "tlc.oticd." Kuty Roby 
woM uke-d to rwll this wonl and con­
tinu d a..; ftr aa ·•d.e-f" wh('n ~h~ 
J nu~Wtl, not kno\\lng whether to u~ • 
H)" or an ''1... Looking O\'C"f toward 
l.1nroln ~he 111nw him pQint hii'o flng("r 
nt his eye nnd immcdiult•ly look tht• 
hint. f.~llinK thv word cot•n•t't1)'. 

Jt \\R.!!. at tht• ('raw-ford aC"hool, also. 
"ht n the v athn nb~nro that one nf 
D p.ur of :mth·r • 'Which had IJ.N·n fixed 
to tht• wall, \~a" broken ofl'. Upon his 
lnttuiry as to \..,·he• waN r('!-IJ'~Onflib1c fo1 
thl , I.incnln imnwdinte1y roll~~' nnd ex­
l'lninl'<l thnt ht• did not intt•ntinnally 
brtnk it but h<" thnu~:ht it would bold 
lu!J ""i.:ht and found out that it would· 
n't. Tht· t.£·nC"ht•r is said to have romM 
mt•ndt•d him for hiK hone~ty. 

Pmu~ibly thf• l(rt-ate:<tt cnntribution 
"hich Andrt"W Crawford made to 
A brnham Lincoln wa..t~ th~ placinjl in 
hi hands of .. Wt'f'm~· Life of Wft.f.hing­
ton." 

Prncticnlly all or the early baograph. 
t•rs nre in D2'ret-nuont that thiM book be 
l~on.llt•d to t..in4."oln'll ~hool tt'&tht r. An 
dtt-\\ Crawford. 

This fnC't ia aupported by Llneo)n•fl 
<•wn t«.•stimony made in Trenton wht•n 
lw 1'14id: 

"Aw&)' ba<k in my <hlldh<>od, th< 
•·•rlit·•t da)'R of my being able to read. 
I l(ut hold of a !'rnatl book, ... \VoemK' 
Llfl· of Washington." 

The issu~ of Lincoln LC'I~ for next 
\\'t•••k ";11 dilllf'UQ this early biography 

nd •ta inftuen~.-~ o\·er Abraham Lin. 
coin 

Nvle-1 The t-dh~or of t,lnt·uln r.,.,,-., woolll 1MO 
t•ll'llllul to ha\•to 1111)' l11form.nlltm u lo -..·h•l 
'" o• m~· Of Anclr•w f'l'aw(orol aft~r he ta.uJC 
,,.. ro~n('Olft tt-hool Ia S1~ • ..,....,. C'o at)' .a .... 
,,..,- lll!l Cl' ~~ ... 


