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AESOP'S FABLES

There are said to have been three
books in the enrly Kentucky home of
the Lincolns—the Bible, Dilworth's
speller, and Aesop's Fablea. The Bible
belonged to the nta; the speller
was undoubtedly purchased for the
oldest child and then passed on to
her brother; but it would appear that
Aesop's Fables was Abraham Lin.
ealn’s very own. Tradition saya it was
a gift from his mother.

There is ne doabt but what the
prefece, and other collatéral materinl
in the editions of both the Bible and
Dilworth's apeller used by Lincoln,
exerted & grest influence over him,
This is expecinlly true with reference
to Aesop's Fables, ’

The early American edition of this
ook, which we have reason to believe
Abraham read, contains besides the
two hundred fables a lengthy “applica-
tion” appended to ench wtory. The
mural set forth in theso preachmenis
ia often much more improssive than
the parables themselves.

The preface to this particular edi-
tion in hand is of ial interesl.
Beveral are used in setting forth
BOME J" I‘ﬁ:l traditions about Aesop
hims=elf, and a further discussion deals
with the purpose of a fable. The editor
of the book quotes the following ex-
cerpts from Addison: “Reading i= to
the miml what exercise is to the body,
— hhu;:d“:;dw!h htﬂd by th
strengthened, invigorated: ]
other, virtue (which is the health of
the mind) is kept alive nnd confirmed.
but as exercise becomes tedious and
painful when we make use of it only
a= & means of health, so reading is tos
apt to grow uneasy and burdensome
when wo apnly ourselves to it only for
onr improvement, For this reason the
virtue which we gather from a fable
or an ollegory is like the health we
get by hunting: as we are engaged
in an agreoable porsuit that draws us
on with plensure, and makes un-

of the fatigue that accom-
panies iL"

The editor continves in his preface
by eondemning the work of Lestrange
whose translations of the fables ha
seems to feel are msipid, conrse, and
uncouth in style and diction. He says
Lestrange claims that his edition was
for “the use and instruction of chil-
dren who, being as it were mere blank
paper, are ready indifferently for any
opg:!:u. good or bad." After severely
criticizing Lestrange's religious and
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political ideas, the editor continues
with this paragraph: “What sort of
children, therefore, are the hlank

per upon which such morality as
vught to be written? Not the children
of Ameriea, 1 hope, for they are born
with free blood in their veins and
guck in liberty with their very milk.
This they should be taught to love and
eherish above all things, and upon oe-
cnsion, to defend and vindieate it, as
it is theﬁ]m of their country, the
greatest bleasing of their lives, and
the pecoliar happy privilege in which
they excel all the world besides. . . .
But let the minds of our charming
vouth be forover edueated and im-
proved in that spirit of truth and lib-
vrty for the support of which their
uncestors have bravely exhausted so
much blood and treasure.”

SELECTED FABLES
OF
AESBOP
AND OTHER FABULISTS

IN THREE BOOKS
By R. DODSLEY

Is mot the earth with various living
ereatures, and the air repleniabhed; and
all those at thy ecommand to come and
nlay befors thee? Knowest thou not
thoir language and their ways ! They
also know, and renson not contempli-
hle; with these find pastime. Paradizse
Lost p. 8; 1-370,
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The excerpia which follow present
ane complete fable and itz application
also many applications from several
fables. ey may be somewhst re-
sponsible for the political, religions,
moral, and social ideals which we find

in Lineoln.
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poany of little , at their childish

diversions, and begun to jeer and
lnugh at him for it. The old fellow,
who was too much of a wag himself
to suffer others to ridicule him, took
a bow unstrung, and laid it opon the
ground. Then the sonsorious
Athenian—"Now, philosopher,” savs
he, “expound this riddle if you ean and
mf! us what the unstrung bow im-
Eliu." The man, after raking his
raing and scratching his pate about
it a considerable time to no -
at last gave it up, and declared he
knew not what to make of it. “Why,”
says Aesop, laughing, *if you keep a
bow always bent, it will break pres-
ently; but if you let it go back, it will
be fitter for use when you want it."”

The Application

“The mind of man is like a bow, in
thin respect; for if it always be kept
intent on business, it will either
and be good for nothing; or lose that
spring and which is required in
one who wouald acquit himself with
eredit. But sports and diversion sooth
and slaken it, and keep it in a condi-
tion to he exerted to the best ad-
vantage upon cccasion

The old man and hiz sons—"Noth-
ing ls more necessary towards com-
pleting and continuing the well boing
of mankind, than their entering into
and preserving friendships and alli-
anced, The ety of government
pends chieflly upon this; and therefore
it is wenkened nnd exposed to its ene-
niles, In propertion as it is divided by
pu.rl:fc-n‘ A Eingdom divided agoinst -
self i brought to denolation. And the
snmie holds good nmong all the socie-
ties nnd corporations of men, from the
grent constitotion of the nation, down
to every little parochial vestry."

The cat and the mice—"Prudent
folks never trust those n socond Uime
who have deceived them once,

The lion and the four bulls—"A
kingdom divided againat {iself eannot
stand and as undisputed a maxim ns
it in, it was however thought
to be ur to the attention of man-
kinel by the heast men that ever lived.”

The crow and the pitcher—"A man
of angacity and penetration upon en-
countering a diffieulty or two does not
immediately despair, but if he eannot
succesd one way, employs his wit and
ingenuity ancther, and to aveid or get
over un impediment makes no scruple
af atepping out of the path of hia fore-
fathers.”

The mule—"As a man truly great
shines sufficiently bright of himself
without wanting to be emblazoned by
a splendid ancestry; so they whose
lives are eclipsed by foulness of ob-
senrity of showing to nd lonk
but the darker for being p In the
aame line with their illustrious fore-
futhers.,”

The fox and the ape—*A weak man
should not aspire to be a king. To he
qualified for such an office, an office
of the lnst importance to mankind the
pergon should be of a distingulshed.
prudent, and of most unblemished in-
tegrity, too honest to impose upon
nthers, and too trating to be im-
pored upon. 1':nmu|:hlr acquuinted
with the laws and genius of the realm
he {8 to govern; grave but not pas-
sfonate; good natured but not soft;
e laiory WItho sepceiiitons it
vainglory; without s i :
out hypoerisy.”™

Nols: The title of the anrly Amerlean
willilon usedd as the baile of this pressntation
in minsdng. The one exhlblied 8 from the
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