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.More booh have bftn w ritttD about 
Abraham Lincoln than any other <'hRr 
ac.·t('r, Chri$t exc:.-ptt'\.1, ln the hii.tory 
of mankind. Thia tnct ahould make.· 
the firet nttempt1 to h•ll the story of 
Unt·oln worthy or nttention. Thr 
direcot ~aure of thr initial publications 
•u hi~ nomination, ~n th<" republkan 
ti('k<'t. for the presid('nt-y or the United 
:-;tatu. The par1.)· leaders ••• tht 
wi8clom of using as mueh rublicit)· u 
JlOisiMf' about tht>ir l'athcr obst"Urf' 
randidate, and thf'y were .-upported by 
the publishers who "a"" the opportun· 
ity tu release bookA of t}Uit:k sale and 
wide circulation. 

The nomination of Llnroln was an­
nounet"d on May 18, lRGO, and about 
11M week later tht• f\rat bio5rr&ph\· of 
th~ nominee apJ)t'an.-d. In the- new,. 
papttor files at Bro .. n Uni\-"PMtit'l. I 
diK-o\·ered the fulleowin~ ~liloriai in 
the Erie. Pcnr.l')lvan·a Tru \!llf>f;('"._n 
uf May 26. 1860: .. Thc•rr will a.won lJot" 
no Jack of biographlu of •Hon.-.st Old 
Ah(.',' in the markrt, RA wc~llm1 no la1•k 
n( rf'ndeMi to wekome them. W. A. 
Townsend & Co. will Moon publish n 
life of our eandidatt\ with a steel por­
trait in a dollar \!u]um<'. and a c-&:1'1· 
paip edition for 25 tta. R. Dayt<tn 
•ill issue about thf" lOth of June a 
biolf1'11phy with a portrait. Derby & 
Jack"on wi11 publiAh immediately on­
other •Life' v. rith: n hy BarUett., thf.> 
Wa11hington t'OJT<'~pondt.·nt of the New 
York Ev_.ning Post, nnd 'fi~onett, Foster 
& Co. of ColumbuA, Ohio nre about t(l 
undertake n aimHRr puhlication.'' 

Therf" WE're eight authors who ron· 
trihut.ed the 8rst in•tallment ot biog­
raphin. Two ot thf'm are anonymou­
aod the oth(>l"l'' follnw in alphalwtical 
order: Barrett, Bartlett, Howard. 
Uo"-t-JI, Scripps, and VOIK".. This list 
may btt- dividf'd into fnur ATOUP!'t con­
.-idf"'ring the two lln()nymnu, writers 
llrot. 

Although thelK' nuthou, with hut 
nn~ exception. hnd th(•!r rt'"-Pfftive 
publications on thP markt·t within one 
month after the ChitaJto <'On\·E'"ntion, 
tht",.. has been murh t"nntro"·eny a~ 
to whi~b one bad tht! honor of brintt 
thf' firat Lincoln biotrraph.-r. Daniel 
f.~i,h who publif1h("() thto ftr"t t'.xhaoa­
tlve bibliography of l...incolninna. wu 
under the impn""ion thnt thf' anony· 
muu" editor of thf' Whcwnm edition, 
JlUbliahed hy Rudrl on~l f'nrleton or 
Nf'\\ York, thould l1• J:h'(•n th'" pref("r· 
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t·nn•. It appt arii to mt.• from ~vid<'nct> 
'hilt I ha,·e been ablt to ~rather, that 
hr anonymous writer, •·ho edited tM 

l.n><oln booka or Thayor and Eldrid~. 
1 ht> BOf'ton publishen, waa thP first 
l.inroln author. lC I am corrKt in this 

•nt'lusion the first biography or Abra· 
hnm Lincoln is not liah•d among the 
!hr•et• thousand volumc•a, which have 
l••••n nnmed in Lincoln hiblloKmphy. 

B•fore Thayer and EldrldK• brought 
uut "The Wide-Awake FAition'' of 320 
r~a.:n. whiC'h is liaW by Fiab, they 
published a cheap pape-r to\·t~ cam­
paiKn biography o! 128 paau. which 
Kflld f"or twenty-five rtnta. It baa the 
"m" titl~ page as thf' larrer book 

with the exception of the line; ,.The 
Wici€'-AWflke Edition." lnt"'rnal evi­
tlt•nC'(• in th<> larger bo()k Klves positive 
proof that the smaller publlt·abon pre-­
' t-drd it. 

An <"XC't'rpt from an ad\·trtil'ement 
n tht.· New York Trihune tor ltay 26. 

IMGO carries the tollowina ad,•it-e: 
.. Ordn thr Wigwam rdition. Lincoln 
nnd Hamlin. Nearly l'f'&dy." Two day~ 
IAtt•r an advertisemf.>nt by Thayl"T" nnd 
J.~ldridgc in th(" same papc·r n·uds· 
"Now ready, Life and Puhlu.· SPn'it(·~ 
,.( Ahr;ahnm Lincoln." 

\\'hiJe the aho\'i' announcemenl 
would imply that th• ThRy<•r and Eld· 
ridJrt> puhlit-ation was the tar-li~L of 
ti'W t\\O publiC'ationa, a ft(•te on the 
Lark of the front p&l(to of both ropie"' 
f th~ Wigv.am edition whieh J now 

ha\'t' hftrore me J\&} .. that, "Thr WiJC· 
wam Edition, hti a1n•ady tak<'n precc­
cl('nt nmong th(' Hvf.>R or l.lnroln and 
llnmlln." This not(~ would indicate 
thnt nt the time these two copies were 
·~'~!lUf'd, ut lf.>lll'it one othc.•r book w:l.l' (In 
1 ht· market. 

The Jimilarity in the ntam•:s Uarn-t• 
nnd Bartlett ha..t~ ~austod aome con­
fusion among preMnt day Lincoln 
tudent.A, and unrlouMf"•lly the twa 

name• wt>re not clenrly t.li~tingubhcd 
rrt>m t•uch other, at the.• time thf'ir 
hfogrnphieR first apprartd. How rnr 
1hla confusion was cnpit.nlitrd by on,. 
or the.• other of the publlalu:~ra we do 
not know. There ia aomeo tviclcnc~ or 
rivalry l'<'twcen the puh11t~hf>rt hand­
lin~r th,.... books. The pl'<'face of Bart· 
lett'a book l• dated w .. hinjCion. D. C .• 
JuM I, IH60. while the profat:t of Bar. 
r1-U'• hook: bears thE> imprint Gnzette 
Oft\ce, Cincinnati. June 18, 1860. 

Tho ftl"lt issue of the Bartlett publi­
cation bears the Imprint D('rby and 
,Jnckeon, New York. ln thtl meantime 
BorroW• book had evident!)• ht·m pub­
li•hrd hy Moore, Wilatach, Koya & Co. 
rlnrinnati. carrying at the head of the 
titlf' paa-«". the line ''Ba1'N'tt'a Authen· 
tic FAiti<'n.'' The is!luf' ot th«! Bartlett 
publi~ation by R. Da)1on. Nf'w York. 
thtn appeara with a lin~ at thf' top ()( 
the title pa.R"e. readint ,.Authorized 
FAll lion." 

The Jlownrd and Howell biographies 
of Llntoln present an illit('ration in 
namt, but their boolca Wf'rt• publi.f'hed 
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l•y the umt company, tM J.~o11ett., 
~o·oat.·r &. Company ot Colombu!C, Ohio 
.a no rivalry was experitncrd he". 
The umto 6rm printed tht Lincoln­
Douglas dt'batea which had 11uch a re-­
markable sale during the 1860 t'am~ 
paign. 

I fear thnt ~!r. Fish iM In ('error when 
he rt1 ft'1'11 to the Howard J>Ubliratlon as 
the onf, "••hich caused Mr. I~incoln to 
writ(' " letter to Samuel Gnllci\\'BY on 
Junt 19, l~r.o, stating that .. M..,.,.,.. 
Follett and FO$U>r &: C...ompany•11 life of 
me ie not by my authority and I have 
acaf'("('l)' bH·n ~«> much astounded by 
anythinst u their pubHe announ~ment 
that it Ia authorized by m(lt ..• I madf' 
my~t'l( tlrc.•·some if not hoarse wJth re­
peating l-(1 Mr. Howard their only 
ug,•nt BC!<.>n by me my prot('Kt that I 
authori:r.t·d nothinJC, would l•(' n'lllponsi­
hle fnr n(JthinJ:"." 

It IJo: tru,. that :Mr. I.inrfllD mtntionl 
'''"· u •. ., llltti'A name. hut I cannot fln(l 
that tht! hioJrTaphy hy Ho"ar,J ,.,, r 

annl'tl to lot• an • ~uth nxC"d," t"ditiun, 
nlthouJ('h th~ flowdl l01k if 10tltHt2'f 
pul.li•ht d hy the ~am(" rompnny much.· 
Lhil'l C'laim. 

Lincoln t"lvidently rend th~ advc>r­
tiAt•mcnt whit':h llppc.nrcd in the.• third, 
rourth, and fifth issues of the Lincoln­
nou~riAB d<·h•te• printed hy thl Fol· 
lt-ttC'. Jo~o111ter &. Co. They fltalt-d t hnt 
!he- J.inc.-oln and Hamlin hionavh i·y 
llo\\ell 111as .. The Authoriud Jo:CHt"(Jn, .... 
~('WIIIJlRJ"I('r ad"erti!ilementa al11o c-ar 
rit.·d thb information. Tht llo\\dl 
publication was first ndv~rtitt'"«l to ap~ 
pear on Junt' 12 but lntt'r th(' tlnte wn~ 
changed lo Juno 24. W. A. •rown,.end 
& ro. of NC'w York, WD!i 8 tliMtrihutor 
of thh1 publication. 

ThP J'hnrt campaign life l1y Howard 
did not C"Om'" from thE'" prru until 
JuM 26. It contained 102 paJCf'l and 
the ~pic•• before me Jx.ar lhf' imprint 
nf An~tenc•n, Gate-s. and Wright. Cin­
l"lnnAti. 

The two hiographies of t,lncnln 
grouped lad in this list nre by no 
tn('ll.llK tht' least impo1·tnnt. Scripp'A 
l3ketth of I~incoln which app('nr<'d a~ 
"Tribune Traet Numbc.•r Six.' and pub .. 
lishtd by Horace Greely, Ia without 
doubt thC' motl't nliable work pf thf' 
group. It wu not published, ho"·ever. 
until the middle or July makin~r it 
the lal\t of th~ ear1y eAmpaiJrn bioK­
raphif'a. It is in pamphlet form and 
contains hut. thirty·two pagt-~. 

Th(' Vo~~ Lite of Lincoln publi,.hed 
by Hilton, Culhlher & Co., New York, 
is n cumpnign biography of 118 pages. 
It waa onp of the earlie9t of the group 
()(11'1"il•ly havinsc been puhliAhNI u 
early &A thf'l Wigwam edition. lt aeems 
to he the lt"A.Jt known of thf! "arly 
biovaphies and th~ num~r of "'oJ. 
umea in rirculation mwt. have heen 
much emaller than the other publica· 
tiona mt.'ntioned. 

Not.1 1 a.m inllf'hted to Ml• Ouahmu. 
lltora.rl11.n uf thP J.lnCIOin oollec:Uon at nrown 
Unht·••lt,., fftr "'•Jnt> nf tJwo lnforn .. 11oa "'n .. 
taln41d In tlll• ,..-.--ntatloa. 


