NCOLN L

No. 67

DRE

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA May 12, 1980
LINCOLN LORE Shihasmfscsions b te smme copnny, G Polbts

FExpawen v
T Livcowsw
Namowar Lirs
Insaumancs
CoMPiNT

BiLverin or
Fie  Lisoous
MisTomicst
e igincm
FousnaTion

e, Liowis A, Warren - . Editor

LINCOLN BIOGRAPHIES
OF 1860

More books have been written about
Abraham Lincoln than any other char-
neter, Christ excepted, in the history
of mankind. This fact should make
the first attempts to tell the story of
Lincoln worthy of attention. The
direct canxe of the initinl publications
wns his nomination, on the republican
ticket, for the presidency of the United
States. The party leaders =aw the
wisdom of using as much publicity as
posaible about their rather ohbscure
candidate, and they were supported by
the publishers whe saw the apportun-
ity to release books of quick zale and
wide eirculation,

The nomination of Lincoln was an-
nounced on May 18, 1860, and about
one week later the first biography of
the nominee appearcd. In the news.
paper files at Brown University |
discovered the following wolitorial in
the Erie, Pennsylvania True Ameriean
of May 26, 18680: “There will soon be
no lack of biographles of ‘Honest Old
Abe.' in the market, na well as no lack
of readers to welcome them. W. A.
Townsend & Co. will soon publish n
life of our candidate with a stesl por-
trait in a dollar volume, and a cam-
paign edition for 25 ets. H. Dayvton
Rt i a i D

¥ a rait.
m will puhti-rimmndhlﬂr an-
olher ‘Life’ written by Bartlett, the
Washington correspo t of the New
York Evening Post, and Follett, Foster
& Co. of Columbusa, Ohlo are about to
undertake a similar publication.”

There were cight authors who con-
tributed the first installment of biog-
raphies. Two of them are ano us
and the others follow in al ieal
order: Barrett, Bartlett, Howard,
Howell, Seripps, and Vose. This list
may be di into four groups eon-
aidatl:lng the two anonymous writers

=

Although these authors, with but
one exception, had thelr respective
publications on the market within one
month after the Chiengo convention,
there has been muoch controversy as
te which one had the honor of being
the first Lincoln biographer. Daniel
Fish who published the first axhans-
tive bibli phy of Lincolninna, was
under the impression that the anony-
mous editor of the Wigwam edition,

hlished by Rudd and Carleton of

ew York, should be given the prefer-

the anonymous writer, who edited the
Lineoln books of Thayer and Eldridge,
the Hoston publishers, was the first
Lincoln author. If I am ¢orrect in this
«onclusion the first biography of Abra-
ham Lincoln i8 not listed among the
three thousand volumes, which have
boen named in Lincoln bibliography.

Before Thayer and Eldridge brought
out “The Wide-Awake Edition™ of 320
MEIH. which iz listed by Fish, they
published a cheap paper covered cam-

a biography of 128 which
wold for twenty-five centn, It has the
same title as the book

with the exception of the line; “The
Wide-Awake Edition.," Internal evi-
tenee in the larger book glves positive
|1:‘T5 tllml the smaller publication pre-
I8 t.

An excerpt from an advertisement
in the New York Tribune for May 25,
1560 carries the following advice:
“Order the Wigwam edition. Lincoln
and Hamlin, Nearly ready.” Two days
Inter an advertisement by Thayer and
Eldridge in the same papor rends:
“Now ready, Life and Public Bervices
af Abraham Linecoln.”

While the above announcement
would Img::r that the Thayer and Eld-
ridge publication was the earlicel of
the two poblicstions, a note on the
back of the front page of both copies
of the Wigwam edition which | now
have before me says that, “The Wig-
wam Edition, has already taken prece-
tent among the lives of Lincoln and
Hamlin.” This note would indicate
that at the time these two copies were
lunued, at lerst one other book was on
the market.

The similarity in the names Barreit
and Bartlett has caused some con-
fusion among present day Lincoln
stodents, and undoubtedly the two
names were pot clearly distinguished
from each other, at the time their
Mographies first appenred. How far
this confusion was eapitalized by one
ar the other of the publishers we do
not know. There is someo evidence of
rivalry between the publishers hand-
ling books. The preface of Bart-
lett's book is dated Washington, D. C.,
June 1, 1860, while the preface of Bar-
rett’s book bears the imprint—Gazette
Office, Cincinnati, June

The first issue of the Bartlett publi-
citlon bhears the Imqrint Derby and
Jackson, New York. In the meantime
Barrett's book had evidently been pub-
lished by Moore, W Keys & Co.
ing &t the head of the

Cineinnati,
title pi.tﬁ the line “Barrett's Authen-
tie Edition.” The issue of the Bartlett

publication by H. Dayton, New York,

then nppears with a line at the top of

Uﬁm Itiﬂw page, reading “Authorized
tion."

The Howard and Howell biographies
of Linecoln dulment an illiterntion in
name, but their books were published

s0 no rivalry was experienced here.
The same firm printed the Lincoln-
Douglas debates which had soch a re-
markable sale during the 1860 cam-
paign.

I fear that Mr. Fish is in error when
he refors to the Howard publication as
the one which caused Mr. Lincoln to
write n letter to Samuel Galloway on
June 19, 1880, stating that “Mossrs.
Follett and Foster & Company's life of
me i% not by my authority and I have
scarcely been soe much astounded by
anything as their public announcement
that it Is authorized by me . . . [ made
myself tiresome if not honrse with re-
peating to Mr. Howard their only
agent seen by me my Trat.eﬂ that 1
authorized nothing, would be responsi-
ble for mothing.”

It is true that Mr. Lincoln mentions
Mr. Howard's nnme, bot I eannot find
that the biography by Howard ever
claimed to be an “asuthorizsed,” edition,
although the Howell book if 408 pages
published by the same company made
thia claim.

Lineoln evidently read the adver-
tisement which appeared in the third,
fourth, and fifth issues of the Lincoln-
Douglas debates printed by the Fol-
lette, Foster & Co. They stated that
the Lincoln and Hamlin hiograph by
Howell was “The Authorized Edition.™
Newspa advertisements also car-
ried thia information. The Howell
publication was firet advertised to ap-
pear on June 12 but Inter the date wns
changed to June 24. W, A, Townsend
& Co, of New York, was u distributor
of this publication.

The short campaign life by Hownrd
did not come from the press until
June 24, It contained 102 and
the es before me bear the imprint
of Anderson, Gates, and Wright, Cin-
cinnati,

The two biographies of Lincoln
grouped last in this list are by no
means the least important, Seripp's
sketeh of Lineoln which a s
“Tribune Tract Number Six,” and pub-
lished by Horace Greely, is withouwt
doubt the most relinble work of the
group. It was not published, however,
until the middle of July mak it
the last of the early eampaign blog-
raphies. It is in pamphlet form and
containa but thirty-two pages,

The Vose Life of Lincoln published
by Hilton, Gallaher & Co., New York,
is a eampaign biography of 118 pages,
It was one of the earliest of the group
poesibly having been published as
early ns the Wigwam edition. It seems
to be the least known of the earl

and the number of 'n:nl"-r

umes circulation must have heen

much smaller than the other publica-
tions mentioned.

Noteyr I am indebted to Miss Cushman,

Hhrurdun of the Linealn eollestion Irown

University, for mame of the {nformst Lo
taimed bn thls presenistion,



