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CALERB H.&EEI.. LINCOLN'S
NEIGHBOR AND TEACHER

According to the lestimoay of
Abraham Lincoln, the name of his see-
ond school teacher was Calel Hazel
Like his predeceszsor, Zacharizsh Riney,
Hazel was no itinerant pedagogue but
n resident of long standing in the
Knob Creek community. He was very
closely associnted with both of the
parents of the president, as will be
shown,

Some time in the yenr 1785, Hazel
married the Wihlow Hall, On Novem-
e 17, 1788, he signed an agreement
to pay hor orphan childeen, Elizabeth,
Levl, David, and Henry, “the sum of
five pourils each” which was due them
from the estate of their father who
had been killed by the Indians,

Elizabeth Hall and Levi Hall both
mmrried ehildren of Joseph Hanks,
suid to be the gprandfather of Nancy
Hanks, Lincolns mother. On Janesry
10, 1784, Hanel signed an endorsement
a% 8 wilnhess to a land transaction
which teok place between two of the
wons of Joseph Hanks.

As early as December 8, 1780,
Hazel's home had become sufficiently
well known to have been designated in
i roud ovder ms “Caleb Hazel's eabin
i the waters of Knob Creek.” In
1706 he was appointed n surveyvor of
the rond from “the mouth of Knob
‘reck to Hazel's eabin."

Thore (s evidence that for some
time he kept a tavern or “ordinary,”
as it was then ealled. On September
24, 1703, an incdictment was brought
sgainst him “for retailing spiritons
liguors by the small without a hcenze.”
He evidently continued in the tuvern
business for in 1797 he was issoed a
license “to keep an ordinary at his
home on Knob Creek.” The year after
this liconse wos granted, he contracted
on the 17th of Mareh, 1798, by a “writ-
ten agreementicnl to rent the place for
sie years to Conrad Suter for $51.00
per year," Apparently Hazel refused
to give Suler possession as is set forth
in n suit brought ngainst Hazel. Fur-
ther diflieulties were experienced by
Mesel when he sold some property em
KEnob Creek to Clement Lee and alwo
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devded the same piece of ground to his
stepson, Henry Hall,

It wae about this time that Haxel
decided Lo move to Green County. His
name disapponred from the tax books
aof Hardin County and was entered on
the Green County records,

In the meantime, four children had
Lboen born Lo Culeb Huzel and the
former Widow Hall—Richavd, Peter,
Culeb, and Lydin, Richard was born
May 14, 1788, When the oldest child
wis twenty years old, the same yenr
ihmt Thomnas Lincolm and Nancy
Hanks were married in Washington
County, Caleh Hazel bought twenty
neres of land in Green County, about
halfway between Greensburg and
Hodgenville. Probably he had been
living on this place for the past three
or four years,

Some tHime nfter the Lincolns moved
to Knobh Creek in 1811 Calebh Hazel
veturned amd ocoupiiad o one hundred
sere tract mdjucent to the Thomas
Lineoln Iand, In foct, the house of
Coleh Hazel was wo close to the Lin-
¢oln line that the person who later
purchaged the eabin wondered whether
or not it was on his land or the land
Lineoln had owned,

Some time provioos to Lineoln's
gchool days, Caleh Hazel's wife had
pussed nway, and when he started out
on a eecond matrimonial venture he
seciired Thomas Lincoln, his next door
neighbor, to serve ns hiz hondsman.
This bond signed by Thomas Linecoln
October 12, 1816, i= ane of the last
afficial sets of Thomas Lineoln in the
state of Kentucky ns the family moved
to Indinna within the next menth
ar =0,

An endorsement on an early record
in the Hardin County eourt shows that
when Thomas Lineoln left Kentoeky
he stored “about forty bushels of corn
in the loft of the house that Caleh
Hazel now liver in"

Hazel's new bride wns Mary Stev-
ens, She certified in an onth to the
county elerk that her agoe “is far nhove
the demnands af the lnw.” Tt was just
previous to this second marriage in
1816 that Hazel became the school
teacher of Abhraham Linraln. He was
then a widower and must have been
about 55 yvears of age. He had been
a member of the South Fork Baptist
Church but was given a lefter of dis-
mission abont the time the church was
divided over the slaverv controversy.
He prolably united with the Little
Mount Anti-Slavery Chureh which waz
organized at that time and with which
Mr. and Mre, Thomas Lincoln were
affilinted.

We learn from one of the descend-
nnts of Caleh Huzel that “he was what

the old pmrla cilled u school teacher.
Our grandfather Hozel wes o good
scholar for hia time and had many
fine books leather bound. 1 believe
they were his father’s books brought
from Virginin.," There are several
examples of Caleb Hazel's handwrit-
ing in the reeords of the Hardin Coun-
ty court. There isn evidence that he
was not only & good seribe bt & good
grammarian s well. There is no gues-
tion but what he was able to eontrib-
ute very much to the urliy mlmtinm!
tenining of Abrabham Lineoln.

It should not be overlooked that ke
wiis very closely connected with the
Hanks family through his marrisge
with Elizaleth Hsll. Lettors from his
descendunts, which are now before
me, claim that the Halls, Hankses, amd
Hazels all came into the Kentoeky
eountry t ther and were meighbors
hack in Wu‘in’m There s evidence
that he was a friend of the pioneer
Juzeph Hanks. We have observed that
two of hi=s stepehildren married two
of Joseph Hanks children, Willinm
Hanks and Nuncy Hanks, said to be
unele and aunt of Abralmn Lincoln's
mother. One of Caleb Hazel's own
children and n son of Willlam Hanks
married sisters,

When Abraham Lincoln went to
school to Hazel he was no stranger
to the temcher. Hazel was not only
well acquainted with the child’s par-
ents bot he had known the hoy's
grand ts ns well, The Knob Creek

must have been mumde up, very
largely, of cousing, Amony these cous-
ins were some of Haxel’s own prand-
children.

A= the first school tencher of Abra-
iiimm and his ﬂ!tr{”ﬂﬂ;h wusirt :ﬁ:m
yvears old when tought m
m{ Haxel himself was fifty-five
w]Hm he tanaght the childven of Thorm-
s Lincoln, the foture president’s first
formal instruction was caved for by
men wbove middle agpe.

Haozel's lust days were spent in
Green County on the farm still known
ns the old Haxel farm, He died on o
hoat on the Ohio River while on the
way to visit his son Peter Hozel

There mre some descendants of
Caleb Hazel who feel that Caleb Hazel,
Jr.. wns the toscher of the president
rather than the old gentleman. We
know mnothing whatever about the
scholarship abilities of the younger
Hazel preference scems to have
been given to the older man as the
teacher of Abraham, Caleb, Jr
murried on January 18, 1818, m‘un-l
Atherton, but is =aid to have been lnu
ing in Green County st the time Lin-
eoln was attending the Knoh Cresk
sehinol in Hardin County,

Nite: This e the socopal avilels I o secies
ok Lo five selwanl ioaehers of Abeaham Tinealn,



