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At intervals during the past few
weeks there have appeared in Lincoln
Lore several discussions on the ma-
ternal ancestry of Abraham Lincoln.
The last contribution on this subject
was published in the bulletin of March
24, It dwelt upon different forms used
in spelling the Hanks name. i

This confusion in spelling found its
way into early eampaign biographies
of Lincoln, published in the summer of
1860. Howell says Lincoln assisted
George Close in splitting rails for a
James “Hawks™ in the yvear 1830, but
Howard ealls this employer of Lincoln
James “Hanks.” Bartlett, in the first
edition of his biography, says that
Lincoln'zs associate in some of these
rail splitting contracts was John
“Hawkes,"” but in o later edition
changes the spelling to “Hanks."

According to Lincoln, this last
named John Hanks was a first cousgin
to Abraham's maother. This should
make it of interest to learn if possible
who were some of the other consing of
the president’s mother. John Hanks'
father was William Hanks, a son of
Joseph Hanks a Kentueky pioneer.
It iz the family of this Joseph Hanks
and his descendants that 18 of primary
importance in studying the Hanks an-
cestry, Here are to be found the
uncles, aunts, and cousins of Nancy
Hanks, if the president was correctly
informed about the relationship of his
mother to John Hanks,

The will of Joseph Hanks entered
for probate on May 14, 1793, names his
wife Nanny, and eight children. A
bequest in the will makes it qguite
certain that all of hig living children
were therein mentioned.

Foamilty of Joseph and Nanny Hrmkﬂ
Thomas, married
Joshua, married.
William, lnnrrmd “Elizabeth Hall
Charles, mnrried. LI
Joseph, married. . ... I"nl!:r Tnung
Elizabeth, married Thos. Sparrow
Mary, married. .....Jesse Friend
Nancy, married........ Levi Hall
That Nancy Hanks was not a child

of any of the above named sons of

Joseph Hanks is quite certain as there

ig good evidence that she was . or-

phaned before the year 1790 when her
mother married Henry Sparrow, If
the cousinship relation with John

Hanks 12 to be maintained and the

integrity of the will conserved,

Nancy's father must have been a son
of Joseph Hanks, who died at least
four vears before Joseph made his
will. According to one of the descend-
ants of Joseph, this son's name was
James.

There iz no positive information
ahout the families of Thomas, Joghua,
and Charles Hanks. The name of
Joshoa appears in Nelson County lists
for 1786 and 1787 while on a fragment
of paper, evidently aboot the same
time the name of Charles Hanks ap-
pears. There was a Thomas and a
Joshua Hankz living in Hopkina Coun-
ty, Kentucky, at the very beginning of
the century. Although no direct con-
tact can be made between them and
the Thomas and Joshua of the Joseph
Hanka will, it seem= wise to present
brief sketehes of them.

homes Hanks

The name of Thomas appears on the
tax list of Christian County, Kentucky,
gs early as 1806, He served as a jus-
tice of the pesce in Hopkins County
for sevoral venrs.

On August 5, 1812, Thomas Hanks
married Catherine Beck. Thomas was
dead by the year 18526 as hiz estate
was so0ld at publie avetion on Septem-
ber 16 of that wear. The personal
property was appraised ot $679.756.
Joghua Hanks purchased several items
at this sale. The children of Thomas
and Catherine Hanks were Harriet,
William, Elizabeth, Thomas, Stephen,
Ann, David, and Samuel.

Jozhun Hanka

The Joshua Hanks who was associ-
ated with Thomas Hanks in Hopkins
l:.‘-:runlj.:, was born February 17, 1787,
according to the family records. There
ig very good evidence, however, that
his' father’s mame waz John. Joshua
married Esther Gatlin, a cousin, No-
vember 23, 1817. The names of their
children were Mary, Willinmson, Ma-
hala, Nancy, Stuart, Elizabeth, Caro-
line, Mansfield, and Martha,

Fawmily of William and
Elizabeth Henks

Jame=, married, Rebecea Atherion

Elizabeth, married, Jubal Meadow

Naney, married. . . . Jacob Robbins

Charles, married. Hannah Martin

William, married. .............7
Celia, married. ....ovoeieees ,1’
Jozeph, married. .

John, married. ..... Suﬂan 'ﬁ"i'lmm
Lucinda, married, Thos. Douglas
Sarah, married....... Mr. Hruwn

Andrew, married. ...........

William Hanks married Elmnbeth
Hall September 12, 1793, a short time
after the will of hiz father was pro-
bated. He bought hiz younger broth-
er's interest in the homestead and
evidently kept the family together for
gome time. About the vear 1800 he
purchased land in Hardin County and
finally migrated into Indiana and later
inta [linois.

The oldest son, James, was horn in
1784 snd married Rebecea Atherton
in 1817, He moved to Sangamon
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County in 1826 and two vearz later

located four miles northwest of De-

ecatur in Macon County. It was here
in 1830 that Abraham Lincoln split
rails for him.

John Hanks was born in 1802, For

A short time he lived not far from the

Lincolns in Spencer County, Indiana.

In 1828 he moved ta Macon County,

Illinoiz, where his brother James, had

settled. It was thizs John Hanks who

siupplied the rails for the Republican

convention of 1860,

Charles Hanks
Tradition zays Charles married and
had four children; Jane, John, Conrad,
and Naney, but evidence to support
this statement is lacking.

Fumﬂy of Joseph and Polly Honlks
Jacob, married, Elizabeth Adams
i:.!ir.uhnth marebed ....ocaenes

4 3 .James hlrlr.p-u'lrlck
Buunna, m:rrled o
Nancy, married. Wu]hnm Hn-m-m.-r
John, married. .. ... Ann Mattison
Joseph, married..............

Martha Bartholomew
\iar}. married. . . ... William Hall
Amaltha, married. . . Henry Loper
Caroline, married. ...James Hall
Jozseph married Polly Young on No-
vember 10, 1810, more than four years
after Lincoln's parents were married.
The story that Nancy Hanks was vis-
iting in the home of this Joseph, the
Elizabethtown carpenter, at the time
Thomas Lincoln met her in 1806 can-
not be maintained.

Family of Elizabeth and
Thomas Sparrow
They were married in 1798, As they
had no children of their own they took
their nephew Denniz Hanks, into their
home, At their death in 1818 Diennis
inherited their property. The story
that Lincoln's mother lived with them
as & small child o at any period in her
life lacks econfirmation. The Naney
Hanks who made her home with them
for some time was Elizabeth's own
gister Mancy, the mother of Dennis.
Fomily of Mary and Jessze Fricnd
Jesse Friend and Mary Hanks were
married in Elizahethtown, Kentucky
in 1795. Although they had several
children the names of their offspring
have not been learned,
Family of Naney and Lovi Hall
Dennie (Hanks), married, .
........... Elizaheth Jnhnumn
Squire, married ... ... .0 ...
casnssnes Matilda Johnston
Wlllmm married. ... Mary Hanks
James, married. .Caroline Hanks
Levi Hall was a brother of Elizabeth
Hall who married Naney's brother
William. Levi's stepson, Dennis, and
son, Squire, married the two step-
daughters of Thomas Lincoln, while
hiz two other zong married two daugh-
ters of his wife's brother, Joseph,
John Hall, one of the eight children
born to Souire and Matilda Hall lived
on the old Thomas Lincoln place in
Coles County, Illinois, after the death
of Abrasham Lincoln's father.



