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HANKS AND HAWES

The !dmntiﬁutlun of the Hanks
family, from which Abraham Lineain's
mother descended, is one of the most
baffling problems in America geneal-

John Locke Seripps prepared a biog-
raphy of Lincoln in 1860, in which he
de nded largely upon source mater-

furnished by the Presidential Nom-
IIIH He hns this to say about
Lincoln's mother;

“Facts In the possession of the
writer have impressed him with the
belief that although of but Hmited ed-
ucation, she was o woman of preat
native strength of intellect and force
of character and he suspects that
those admirable qualities of head and
heart which characterized her dis-
tinguished son are inherited mostly
from her."

If it be admitted that the maternal
line of Lincoln's ancestors contri
some Innate tendencies which found
expression in his intellectual and
moral development, it would appear to
be of utmost importance to discover,
iri possible, something about these
ore

One of the most confusing problems
confronting those who have done or-
iginal research work, in communities
where Hanks families are known to
have Hved, in the spelling of the name,

When Mes, Eleanor Gridley, secre-
tary of the Lincoln Log Cabin Associa-
tion, visited Coles County, Illinois, in
the summer of 1881, she heard and
recorded muny bits of Lincoln family
folk lore.

fin one occnsion she was discussing
the tradition that the President did
not know who was his mother's father.
She wns told that Lincoln asked Den-
nis Hanks about this question and
Dennis told him: *His mother's name
was Hawks, and not Hanks, and that
the name hnd mhnnn-d after they came
to Kentucky." In a footnote Mrs,
Gridley states that: “This statement
was corroborated by Denniz Hanks
upon whom 1 made n second brief
eall,” Henee, it would appear that
there waa in the tradition of the
Hanks family some question whether
the enrly spelling of the family name
wns Hawks or Hanks.

Four years after Mre. Gridley's ex-
tended visit in Coles County, Ilineis,
Mrs. Caroline Hanks Hi-tx.himch tnaﬂt;

ilgrimage into Virginia in quest o
in}’ rgn:u.l.inn about the Hanks family.
Here she found the same confusion of
names suggested in the Gridley tradi-
tion. After studying the problem. she
came to the conclusion that the spell-
ing Hawks and Hanks were inter-
changeable in many instances, and re-
ferred to the same family.

Several years ngo the editor of Lin-
eoln Lore made n hurried trip through
Virginia and phutuuulphad some of
the documents which clearly revealed
the interchangeable spelling of the
family name. This past summer he
made a more careful and painstaking
pilgrimage to certain county court
houses in Virginin, with the idea in
mind of gathering all available infor-
mation on the spelling of this name.

He s convinesd, after compiling
this evidence and referving to other
contemporancous dntn, that the spel-
ling of the name Hank, Hanke, Hanks,
Hankes, Hancks, nnd Hunckes, in prac-
ticnlly wvery community, is spelled so

Varlous Forms of Spelling Hanks
Hangt Hancks Hawke
Hangst Hank Hawkes
Hlﬂt‘l; Em’:{u Hawks
Hane ankKes

Hancke Hanks Hengst
Hanckes Hawk Hengist

that the “n" appears to be a “w" in
the first four instances. This is caused
by a pecullar method of finishing the
letter “n" with an upward stroke be-
fore its mnutlan with the beginning
stroke of the letter “k."

That there were families in Virginia
who econsistently spelled their name
Hawks, cannot enied, but the co-
incidence of thair Iivlng in the same
community with s family named
Hanks, has not as yet been confirmed.

More than 36 years ago Mrs. Hitch-
cock corresponded with W. G. Stanard,
of ‘-"ir:lni-. State Library, with refer-
ence {o doing some research work on
the Hanks family. The correspond-
ence which between Mrz=. Hitch-
cock and Mr. Stanard is now before
me and it reveals the first sttempt of
a systematic effort to locate the Vir-
ginia Hanks family. It records the
appearance of o Thomas Hanck, whosze
name s later lled Hankes and
which then seemed to be the most con-
sistont form, settling on the Rappa-
hannock River as early as 1654, A
Hobert Hankes who came n few years
Iater and settled on the same river

away by October 6, 1691, when
is will was probated Margaret
Hankes made the executrix. The

names of these Hankes families are
gpelled by the recorder in various
ways.

Up in New England Mrs, Hitcheock
had  discovered another family of
Hankses, the frat settler being John
Hanks, who was in Plymouth as early
as 1632, One doex not find the same
interchangenble spelling in the Hanks
name in New England as he does in
Virginia.

Still another group of Hanks fam-
ilies located near Philadelphin, They
were from Sawley, England, and the
carliest spelling of the name scems to
be Hank. Luke Hank was in Philadel-
phia as early as 1688 and there were
other members of the family associat-
ed with him.

One branch of this Philadelphia
Hank family seems to be quite con-
sistent in spelling their name Hank;
oceasionally it will close with an “e."
Some members of this family, how-
ever, later adopted the spelling of the
name Hanks.

It was undoubtedly a descendant of
the Philadelphin Hank family who fin-
ally migrated into Rockingham Coun-
ty, Virginin, where the most simple
form of the spelling of the name
“Hank" seems to have been retained.

In Hampshire County there was a
Joseph Hanks lving in 1782; the name
Hawk also appears here in two or
three instances. One clerk seemed to
have much difficulty in \ling the
name of a John Hanks, or Hawks, who
was living there in 1789, and other in-
stances of the interchangeable letter
are observed,

It is in Amelin County, Virginia,
where there seems to be the most con-
fusion in the spelling of the Hanks
name, Records spelling the name,
Hawks have been discarded by some
historians ag huving no bearing on the
Hanks question. | am convinced after
having spent two doays in Amelia
County and earefully examining the
original manuseripts, that all of the
early records which use different
forms of both the Hank and Hawk
stems refer to the same family.

While I doubt that the letter called
a W wul aver nca'h%ud as a “"w"
by the early tribe, yvet it is ap t
in Ilater entries that some of tEe de-
scendants did continue to use this pe-
culinr spelling quite consistently. They
may have possibly pronounced the
name Hawks instead of Hanks, until
an entirely new name was borme by
members of the original Hanks family.

From time to time this bulletin will

ublish biographical sketches of dif-
¥ rent branches of the Hanks families,
hugin% eventually to establish be

oubt the maternal ancestry
President.

Note: Coples of Lincoln Lore Numbers 8.
E‘u“' uml 46 have touched upon Hanks his-

.
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