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There seems to be a lively interest
in the books which came into Lincoln's
hands in his early life. The editor of
Lincoln Lore at certain intervals dur-
ing the next few months will discuss
the contents of theae early publica-
tiona which a0 vitally influrnced this
backwoods boy.

One would expect the Bible to be
chosen as the first book which came
into the life of the Ind as there iz evi-
dence that his mother read the book in
the home hnmtumi?u John Locke
Seripps in hig early biographical effort
speaks of Lineoln’s mother as a
Yrandy reader." This rare pamphlet

rinted in 1860, for which Abraham

nealn himself furnished mueh of the
source materinl, states that “it was
her (Naney Hanks Lineoln's) custom
on the Sabbath, when there was no
religious worship in the neighborhood
—a thing of frequent occurrence—ito
employ a portion of the day in reading
the Seriptures aloud to her family.
After Abraham and his sister had
learned to rend they shared by turn in
the duty of Sunday reading. This prac-
tiee, eontinued faithfully through a
series of years, could not fail to pro-
duce cortain  effects, Among other
things, its tendency was to impart an
wetive sequaintance with Bible history
and Bible teaching; and it must also
have been largely instrumental in de-
veloping the religious element in the
character of the younger members of
the family. The facts correspond with
this hg'?uthuil. There are few men
in public life so familiar with the
Scriptures as Mr. Lincoln.,”

a Thro l the kindness of Col. U. 8.
runt, rector of Public Buildings
and Public Parks for Washington,
D. C, Dr. John Wesley Hill, and
Lewis Gardner Reynolds, custodian of
the Lincoln Museum in that city, 1
wWns ﬁmn the privi of looking
over the ald Lincoln le.

This s sald to have been the orig-
inul Bible owned by Abraham Lin-
coln's father and 1 discovered on the
ingide of the back cover the name
“Thomas Lineoln™ which is apparently
written in his own hand.

The only other mark on the back
cover I8 the inseription “William Mil-
ler, Price $6.00," There were several

Miller families in the Kentucky com-
munity where the Lincolns lived and
it is probable that the book was pur-
chased nt n sale,

On the buck of the front cover is the
name of Abraham Lincoln. The hand-
writing of two other persons appear
on this cover, one signed “Kanhard
Black his F.T." These initials may
mean First Testament. In still an-
other hand is the original price mark
which l.; r8 to have been 27 shil-
lings and Inter changed to 30 shillings.

The title page of this old RBible,
which hna ’l’:un reprodoced many
times in various books, aroused my in-
terest. It states that it contains
“Arpuments Prefixed to the Different
Books and Moral and Theological Ob-
servations.”

THE

HOLY BIBLE

CONTAINING
THE OLD AND NEW
TESTAMENTS

WITH
ARGCUMENTS
FEEFTEND TO THE BUFERENT BOOKS AND
MONAL AND THEOLOGICAL
OBSERVATIONS

PLLEWTEATING EarWl CHAFTER

TRANSLATED AT THE DIRECTION oF AND EEC-
OHMMENUER EY THE SMCIETY PR FROPA-
GATING CHRISTIAN  KNOW DGR

AND BOLD BY ALL BOON DOLALERE 0N
CBELT ERITAIN

MDCCXCIX

In the very coplous notes introduc-
ing the different books of the Bible
and .t]hm at the mm’ln;]lnni of each
page, the com r not only interprets
the Biblical mnln but morali
as well. It is likely that Lincoln was
greatly influenced by these interpreta-
tions ns they were rather liberal for
that day and time.

The most lmromut discovery which
I made in going over thuegf:l book
wis in the Preface under the follow-
ing eaption, “The Preliminary Dis-
course Giving Some Direction Con-
cerning the Reading of The Holy
Seripture."”

St frunt numbers neglect the
rending of the Hely Seriptures it is
evident as it is deplorable .. ..

Christians there are innumerable wha
are almost entirely ignorant of the
Bible because those that have the role
over them suffer it to he read only by
particular persons, and with the great-
est precaution, as if it were a danger-
ous thing to put the work of God
indifferently into the hands of all men
+ o o o Many, it is true, for want of
learning, may not be in eapacity to
read the Scriptures which is a t
misfortune and a shame to C

that the number of those who cannot
thamd should still be so great among

N T e

“The Scriptures therefore are the
most valuable blessings God ever be-
stowed upon us except the sending of
his son into the world, They are a
treasury containing everything that
can make us truly rich and truly hap-
' ST

After the composer has made some
general statements with reference to
the value of the Bible, he then goes
into n lengthy and detailed diseussion
about the history of the Bible, toueh-
ing upon the difference between the
higtorical, doctrinal, and moral books.

His statement with regard Lo the
New Testament us compared with the
Old Testament is worthy of note. “The
New Testament is that part of the
Beriptures which it most concerns us
to acquainted with. If the Old
Testament and the New Testament be
com together the Iatter i= cer-
tainly the clearest and most perfect.”
Between the Old and New Testaments
in this edition of the Bible there ap-
Elu-d also the A l?phl which must

ve interested n greatly.

The last and possibly the most im-
portant section of the Preface has to
do with the method of reading the
Bible, The composer clearly marks
five different steps which uld be
taken and discusses each step thor-
oughly.

Just how much this outline of study
influenced Abraham neoln’s  ap-
proach to all books it is diffieult to
determine, The five steps are dis-
cussed under the following captions:
Ficractly sad Diligeatly. 8. Jasguons

¥ gently.
and Directness. 4. Submission and
Obedience, 5, Piety and Devotion.

The fact that the Preface of this
edition 1:':'1 the Bible contains eleven
closely tten pages, which not only
gives the book a historical background
and a proper division and classifica-
tion of its eontents, but likewise pre-
sents a very valuable method of study,
would seem to have made this s
edition of very great value to Abra-
ham Linecoln,

Noisr A wety excellent booklet
Books That Lincoln Rewd,” haa oty
g g e B A
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