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THE FIRST INAUGURAL

Tomorrow, March 4, marks the an-
niversary of Abraham Lineoln's first
innugural address. While the remarks
of the President on this occasion are of
supreme importance snd their place
among the cutstanding utterances of
mankind securely established, the at-
mogphere in which this address was
delivered and the personnel of the
group in the immediate background of
the speaker are also of interest. Some
excarpts have been gltheudkfnr this
number of Lincoln Love which may
help to visunlize the setting for this
memornble occasion,

A Wari Mareh Day

“But to return to the inauguration of
Lincoln . . . . 1 have never seen an in-
avguration day S0 warm as the_nm
turned out to be, although a little
cloudy in early morning. I started out
with a party of frie to go to the
Capitol and when we had gone a little
way | went back with their wraps to
the hotel and b ht sun shades in-
stead. A lot of the boys from the Vir-

ginin Mili Institute, to make a
show of the Spring weather we were
having, eame here in white trousers

nnd straw hats, but [ have always had
an idea that some of them must have
taken back home with them about what
we now call the xrir 0 .. .. 00 mat-
tor how warm the middle of the day on
the avenue may be in March, the
weather I8 very treacherous after the
sun goes down, Lincoln's insugural ad-
dress was short but Impressive and as
I heard hia closing pa aph 1 con-
cluded that we had elected = President
who was a t, strong man. The
parade that followed was short and was
more like a trades-procession as I ne-
member it, than a military display.
There waz a carringe with thirty-four
little U;lrll representing the States of
the Union, and several features of
symbolie interest.”

Correspondent “Lincoln,” Boston
Evening Transeript, February 28,
1887,

Ldimecoin's Restlosencas

“When he (Lincoln) came forward it
was evident to those who knew him
that he had been elaborately "fixed up”
for the ccension by someone with more
zeal than repson. He was arrayed in &
full sult of regulation black including

a dress coat, an article he had probably
never worn before in his life; o brand
new silk hat, and a ponderons gold-
headed cane completed a costume in
which the owner looked, and was, ex-
ceedingly uncomfortable and awkward.
After standing hesitantly a8 moment,
his ecane in one hand and hat in the
other, he got rid of the former by
thrusting it up in the angle of the rail-
ing, but the disposition of the hat evi-
dently puzzled him. There was no room
on the small table and he did not like
to put it on the floor, so there he stood
in the concentrated gaze of nssembled
thousands clutching the glossy beaver
and around in painful em-
barrassment. Douglas occupied a
sent not directly behind Mr. Lincoln
but several seats in the rear on the end
of the bench at the right of the en-
trance on the platform. He apprehend-
ed the situntion of his old friend and
voluntarily rising, cefully took the
hat and held it until the conclusion of
the address, He listened with the
closest anttention to the address and
frequently nodded his head in approba-
tion of the sentiment l.-xpmusa:}‘, That
historie document, afterwards shown
to a vepresentative of The Republican,
was written throughout by Mr. Lin-
vaoln's own pen on medium sized paper.
The manuseript resembled an ordinary
school copy book.”

Illinois Journal, October 9, 1879, re-
printed from St. Louis Republican.

Buchanan, Taney and Lincoln

“The seats upon the platform were
filled by those to whom they had been
assigned and a cheor from Afty thou-
sand lusty throats went up as a trio of
mental, moral, and physical worth ap-
proached the temporary shelter in the
immedinte centar, Venerable indeed
was the Chief Justice, Robert E.
Taney. What thoughts must have
passed through his  well-disciplined
mind! How, with the eye of n historian,
must have run back more than sixty
vears to the date of his first cath of
office as Chief Justice of the United
States a fit successor to the great
Marshall, then dead. How, as looking
during a few moments delay from his
elevation upon the vast erowd before
him in which thousands of dusty faces,
free and enslaved as well, appeared.
must have risen before him his famous
Dred Secott dﬂhionhlr wh'l;cfh he de-
clared negroes as ngs an “in-
ferior order™ Iitn?'uthtr unfit to asso-
cinte with the white race through any
social or :E:HI‘.'EI.I relations and so far
inferior that they had “no right which
the white man was bound to respect.”
And then, as looking at the courtly
form and gor:n:ml dignity of Buchanan
on his left and the earnest solemnity
stamped on the face of the tall incomer
upon his right, must have arisen before
him the long line of men to whom he
had administered the onth now about

to be taken by Abraham Lincoln. It
was indeed a significant moment to
Robert E. Taney and he indeed was a
fit complement to the two distin-
guished factors in affairs with whom he
appeared, part and parcel of an {llus-
trious trio. The outh being admin-
istered, President Lincoln stepped to
the front . . . . great interest was nat-
urally felt in Lincoln's inaugural ad-
dress, Horace Greeley says of Lincoln
—*His faith in reason as a moral force
wn.; u.:h implieit hjt:uti he did not eherish
a t t naugural address,
whereon he had put so much thought
and labor would, when read through-
out the South, dissclve the Confed-
eracy a8 the frost is dissolved by a
vernal sun. | zat just behind him as he
read it on a bright, warm, still, March
day, expecting to hear the delivery ar-
rested by the crack of a rifle nimed at
his heart, but it pleased God to post-
pone the deed, Although there was
forty times the opportunity to shoot
him in 1861 that there was in 1866 and
and at least forty times as many intent
on killing or having him killed.! There
was no bullet fired. Lincoln's address,
although read, produced profound im-
pression. It wans henrd with perfect
distinctness by at least ten thousand,
if not fifteen thousand of the people
assembled,"

Joseph Howard, Jr., in Boston Globe,
July 1, 1888, R

The Capitol

“The day for insuguration came.
Never before had there been so many
pecple in Washington, Soldiers were
stationed in groups along Pennsyl-
vinia Avenue and on the roofs of
buildings. Cavalrymen rode beside the
carringe that bore President Buchanan
and Mr. Lincoln from Willet Hotel to
the Capitol. Not far away artillery-
men were sitting on thelr eaissons or
on their horses ready to move in an
instant should General Scott give the
signal. But the conspirators who had
plotted the death of Mr, Lincoln did
not dare attempt his assassination.
Thousands had gathered to witness the
insuguration. The Capitol was unfin-
ished. Above the throng rose the huge
derrick by which the marble and iron
for the construction of the dome were
Hfted . . . . Mr, Lincoln lays his right
hand upon the open Bible, a hush falls
upon the vast multitude as he repeats
after Chief Justice Taney the words—
“I, Abraham Lincoln, do sclemnly
swear that I will faithfully execute the
office of President of the Unlted States,
and will, to the best of my ability, pre-
serve, protect, nnd defend the Consti-
tution of the United Stutes.”

Charles C. Coffin, press correspon-
dent, in his book on Abraham Lineoln,
page 236,



