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LINCOLN'S
PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE

The possibility of combining the
Lincoln and St Valentine atmos-
pheres, which overlap with bul one
day Intervening, has made the ro-
manees of Lincoln popular discussions
for the month of February.

The correspondence which passed
between Abraham Lincoln, and his
closest friend Joshuas Speed, during
the Interval when Lincoln wns es-
tranged from Mary Todd, has been
given comparatively little attention.
Lincoln and Speed were very much
disturbed nbout thelr love affairs and
the letters which Lincoln wrote to his
closest friend allow us to learn some-
thing unbout hix own philosophy of

love,

The following excerpts Trom his let-
ters prompis one to ask these ques-
tions: Is there any evidence that the
sfutal Arst of January, 1841 witness-
ed unything more than Lineoln calinly
advising Mary Todd that he could not
earry out his promixe to marry her?
Is there any evidence that there was
u lovers guarrel or u broken wedding
=eane

There are two magazing wrticles
which should be read in connection
with these exhibits: “The Fatal First
of January, 1841" by Mary Leighton
Miles published in the Journal of II-
linois State Historiesl Society for
May, 1927; snd “Lincoln’s Hesitancy
to EI.H’]," by John Gilmer 5 in

the Ladies Home Journal, tober,
1885,
Extructs from two letters which

Lincoln wrote to John T. Stuart about
a year before the Speed correspond-
ence occurred are used to introduce
the later exhibits.

Linceln Letters to Stucet

Springfield, 1linols
Junuary 20, 1841
% .. .1 have within the last few

days been making an exhibition of
myself in the way of hypochrondriasm
and thereby got an impression that
Dr. Henry s necessary to my exist-
ence . . . Pardon me for not writing
more; | have not sufficient composure
to write a long letter.”

Springfield, 1llinois
Junuary 28, 1841

¥ours of the third inztunt I8 re-

— - —

cofved, and 1 procesd to answer it as
well as | can, though from the de-
plorable state of my mind st this
time, | fear that 1 shall give you but
little satisfaction . . . I am now the
most miserable man living. If what I
foal were equully distributed to the
whole human family, there would not
be one cheerful face on earth. Whether
I shall ever be better, I cannot tell;
1 awfully forebode 1 =zhall not. To
remain as 1 am is impossible. | must
die or be better it appears to me.”

Lincoln Letters to Speed

Springfield, Nlinois
February 3, 1842
4] gven hope that ere this reaches
you, she will have returned with im-
roved and still improving health . . .
t‘ﬂu, Speed, if you did not love her,
although vou might not wish her
death, you would most ecertainly be
rits to it. Perhaps thi= point is
no longer a guestion with you and
my jous dwelling upon it i=
& rude introsion upon your feelings.
If #0, you must purdon me. You know
the hell T have suffered on that point
amil how tender 1 am upon it. You
know 1 do mot mean wrong. | have
been quite clear of ‘Hypo' since you
left: even better than 1 was along in
the fall. 1 have seén but once.
She seems very cheerful and so [ said
nothing ta her ahoul whal we spoke
of.”

Springfield, 1linois
ruary 13, 1842

“When this shall reach you, you will
huve been Funny's husband several
days . .. 1 am now fully convinced
that you love her as ardently as you
are capable of loving. Your ever be-
ing happy in her presence and your
intense anxiety about her health, if
there were nothing else, would place
this beyond all dispute in my mind.”

Springfield, Ilinois
February 25, 1842
“] opened the letter with intense
unxiety and trepidation, so much so
that although it turned out better than
I expeeted, 1 have hardly yet ai o
distance of ten hours become calm . .
I now have no doubt that it is the
peculiur misfortune of both you and
mee to dream dreams of Elysium far
exceeding all that anything earthly
ean realize. Far short of your dreams
as you may be, no woman eould do
more to realize them than that same
black-eyed Fanny."

&ﬂngﬂﬂd, Llinois
27, 1842

“It carmot be told how it thrills me
with joy to hear you say that you are
‘fur happier than you ever expected to
be.! That much 1 know is enough. 1
know you too well to suppose your

expectations were pot at least some-
times extravagant, and if the reality
exceeds them all | say—Enough, Dear
Lord. I am not going beyond the
iruth when 1 tell you that the short
space it took me to read your last
Intter gave mo more pleasure than the
total sum of all 1 have enjoyed since
the futal first of January 1841. Since
then it seems to me I should have
been entirely happy but for the never
nbsent idea that there is one still un-
happy whom 1 have contributed to
make so. That still kills my soul. 1
cannot but reproach myself for even
wishing to be happy while she is
otherwise. She accompanied a large
purty on the railrond ears to Jackson-
ville last Monday and on her return
spoke so that 1 heard of it.i of having
enjoyed the trip exceeding t{ God be
pruised for that . . . One thing 1 can
tell you which 1 know you will be
glad to hear and that is that I have
seen Mary and scrutinized her feelings
ns well as 1 could and am fully con-
vinced she is far happier now than she
has been for the last fifteen months
past.”

Springfield, Hlnois
July 4, 1842

“True, that subject i= painful to me;
but it is not your silence or the silence
of ull the world that can make me
forget it. 1 acknowledge the correct-
ness of your sdvice too; but before |
resolve to do the one thing or the
other, 1 must gain my co in
my own ability to keep my resolves
when they are made. In that ability
you know 1 once prided myself as the
unly or chief gem of my character;
that gem is lost—how and where youl
know too well. 1 have not yet re-
gained it; and until 1 do, 1 cannol
trust myself in any matter of much
importance. 1 believe now that had
you understand my case at the time
as well as 1 understood yours after-
wards by the aid you would have
given me | should have sailed through
¢lear, but that doés not now afford me
wufficient confldence to begin that or
the like of that again''

Springfield, [llinois
October, 1842
“ .. but 1 began this letter not
for what I have been writing but to
sny something on the subject which
you know to be of such infinite solici-
mdehm.,.lhllrwm%w
now than the day you married |
well know, for without, you could not
be living . . . but 1T want to ask a
close question—'Are you now in feel-
ing as well as judgment ;Iul that you
are married "tﬁr: are?" From any-
body but me would be an im-
t“rudmt question not to be tolersted;
t I know you will pardon it in me,
Pleasge answer it quickly as [ am im-
patient to know."



