
L~N COLN LORE 
Xo. 16 

LINCOLN LORE 
o~ ''""" or t) ~"'-DO"tc• "' 
Tnc l.u.;(")rs Tur I.! 'COt,. 
llt'ltn•rt•AI SAnul'o,u.l.tr~ 
Rr•t4aCM 1:->I"'.ASCI. 
t"v !<oOATIOH t' M rA 1tr;T 

Dr. Loa .. A. WanW~ -..tor 
LINCOLN':; 

PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE 
Th• 1~' · iLilit)' u: c:ol'n.bintng thf' 

Lincoln antl St. Valentine utmo.-.· 
phcrt•to1 .,.. hich O'''•rlnp with IJut one 
day lnt~:rvening, httM made the ro­
mancet of Lincoln popular di. c:u~ttions 
for tht· month ot Ft•bruary. 

The t·orrespondeucf' which J-1•~ 
bctwt•l'n Abrahnm Lincoln, nnd hi~" 
clo1-~·:.t friend Jo:-hun Speed, during 
the intr-rvul wht•n Lincoln wu" C8· 
tranJCt •I from :'llary Todd, hu.l( ~en 
~in•n comparalht•l) littlt' at~ntion. 
l.ilK'ulh urtd ~pet"(! "-f'IT H•r; lllUCh 

cli1-turl>t·•l ahout tht'ir loH.! alfair~ ttnd 
tht• h•U.•r~o which J.1ncoln wroh• to hi:. 
dm•••~<l I riPntl all••\\ Ull to l<'ul"n 1-onw· 
thing nlwul hill u\\ n phiJo,.UJih)" of 
lo''. n.,- 'ullowin.r •·:t.t·,·rt•'" from hi!' lf't· 
tf'r!lo l'rompl ... ont" to ask thf'!~-« 'I"''"· 
tiou"': h1 lhere ull)' ('Vidence lhnt the 
"futul llrr.t nf .JanUUI')!, 1~-11'' wltru•s,.. 
eJ ;.ln)·thiuK 1uo1t! thun Lim:ulu tUhtll}' 
:id\·i•il'ir llary 1'otlc.l that ht ~uuiU not 
l.:arT)' out hi..., pr<Jmi!-~ to marr)· her':' 
Is then· any c\·idt-nf.:u that tht:n· wa ... 
u lover .. tluarrt'l ur u broktn wt ... lcliug 
... cenc 1 

'fht~n· are two nlUKU%im· Ullidcs 
which »~houlc.l ~ tt·ad in coun~dion 
with tht'""C exhibit : "The Fatui Fin.t 
of January. 1842" by :)lury Ll'ight.on 
~1ilt'P. JIUbJi~hed in the Jounud of 11-
JinoiM Stut.e II bctoricul Sod ely lor 
May, 1927; ami "Lincoln':;. He~ltuncy 
to Marry," by John Gilmer Sptoed in 
the J.adi~.~ Homeo Journal, October, 
lh9t.. 

Extructs from two letter~ which 
Lincoln wrote to John 'r. Stunrl ubout 
a yenr before tht• Speed corre~pond­
ence occurred aru u~ed to iutroduct 
the later exhibiL 

SJ~rlngfield, Illinois 
January 20, lK-Ll 

•• , , • I ha~o·e within the Ia t ft.•w 
days bH-n makinK an exhibition of 
myt'elf in the way of hypochronclrillsnt 
and thereby got an impre~ .. ·iun that 
Dr. IT enry is nec~Nsury to HI}' L'Xil4-
ence ... Pardon m<' for nol writinK 
more i l ha,·e not "uffident compo ure 
to write a long lttttr." 

Springfield, llllnois 
Jnnuary 23, J841 

"Your,. of the third in~t.unt l~ re~ 

FORT WAYNE. L~DI.\:\A 

cC'!i\'c.'•l, and 1 prot'(•{•cl l<' :tn~WPr it n~ 
well a .. I ('an, thou~h front th.- tk­
plor.hleo ... tate! of my mind at thi,. 
time, t fear that t ... hall stiw yuu hut 
little .tmtisfaction ... I am now thf' 
mo~~ot ml,;crablc mun li\ ing. 1f what I 
(eel wt~re ~ually clil"tributed tn thP 
whole human !amity, there would not 
be one cheerful !att on earth. Wht•ther 
J ~hall e,~er be- be-Uer, I cannot tell; 
I awfull)· forebode I >hall nnl. To 
remuln u,; 1 am i~ inwos:-iblc•. 1 mu.-.t 
die or be better il appear~ to m~"." 

l.•n~,.l [,, tffl tu Sp·'c :1 

SJ•rin${field, lllinoi~ 
F«.•bruarr 3, lK-t:l 

"1 even hope that ere thia reaches 
you, :the will ha' e returned with im­
proved and ~till impro~n~ health 
Why, s~. if )'OU did not IO\C.' hn. 
although you might not wu·h her 
death, you wuuiJ ll10l't cf'rtuinh be 
n' ... igned to it. PNhupl' thi~o JH>int h. 
no longer a quc.,tiun with )'(IU and 
my pt rtinaciou-. dwtllinJt upon it i .. 
a rucll· intrwdo11 upOn rour ff't"lin~,.. 
I ( .. o. you rnuht purdon me. You kno" 
th(' hell I ha\'(' "'utTered on tlwt point 
UH1I hoY. ten•ler I um upou lt. You 
know I do not nwan wrom:. 1 han· 
~n quite dear nf 'Hypo' -.intr )'cou 
ldt; f\·en btttt'r than 1 wa~ alon:: in 
tht.· ta11. J ha\'C' ~N'n --- but once. 
She ~<("Cnll' very rht·erful JUid JI.O 1 ~aid 
uothinv w lwr ai~Hut "'lmt w•· ~lu,kt• 
ul','' 

Springhrhl. tlliuvi .. 
}o~cbnaar-y 13, 1M2 

"When thi~ ghull reach you, you will 
huvr b('(!n Fonny'l'i husbund ,..cverul 
Ja)·~ ... l urn now fully c:on\linc."e\1. 
that you lo,·e her a. ... ardentl}' U!<o you 
an- capable of loving. Your t'H~r be~ 
inK happ)· in her pre~n4.:4! awl )'our 
int<"n~<' anxiety about her h('ulth, if 
t1wn· were nothing eJ:..e. wou1d plact• 
thi ht•}'Ond all dl11put!! in my mind." 

Springfield, lllinoi. 
~'ebruar)' 2u, !842 

" I upcued tlu.• letter with Jnten:-~e 
unxicty nnd trepidation, so much so 
thot although it turned out bf:•tter than 
I t!Xpected, I ha\·e hardly yt"t. ut a 
dbtance of ten hours become calm .. 
I now have no doubt thnt it is the 
p<'<'Uiiur mi!;fortune of both you and 
nw to dream drNtm~ of 1-:ly:-~lum fur 
exce~c!ing all thnt anything- toarthly 
can rt•ali.te. }'ar ~ohort of your tlrt-ams 
a... you may be, no woman could do 
mort• to realize them than that !<ame 
black-eyed Fanny." 

Springfield, lllinoi~ 
'larch 27, 1842 

'It cannot be told how it thrills me 
with joy to h<'ar you say thut you are 
'fur happier t.hun you eYer expected to 
be.' •rhat much I know ia enough. I 
know you too well to 11.upp<»>e your 

February 2·1, 1930 

I'XJif crationl'o w''"" nut at lrn"t omf' 
tim~·,. t•xtr:\\aJtant, and if th ... rf'ality 
f'Xct"f'tll'i them All 1 :oo.&)'-EnouJ:h, [)(oar 
I ~rd. 1 am not goin$: bt-y•md thP 
truth when I trll you that tht> _.,hurt 
~<o)lncc it look me to r<'nd your b~t 
lttt<'r gave m,. more plea urt> than th<' 
tot.ad l'-Um Clf ~til I have enjo)·NI !-in~:r 
thf' fu.t.al finct o( January lMI. Sinct 
then it ~m to me J "hould have 
lx'<'n entirf'l)' hupJ)Y but for the nc,·er 
nhM•nt irlea thut there b on<" KtiJJ un· 
hnppy whom 1 ha\'e contributed to 
make tiO. That ~>lill kill:- my "'oul. l 
'-annot but rt'proach myllrlf for even 
wi,.Mng to be happy while .~he i 
othtrv:i-t-e. Sh(' uccomJHtnil'd n Jar~rc· 
Jwrty on the ruilroud cnrK to Juck:;on 
ville last Monday ami on ht•r return 
poke so that I heard of it, o( havinJC 

tnjoyed the trip u<ff<lingl)·. God b 
pnli -.("(j for that •.. One thinK I can 
trll you which 1 know you will br 
~oelnd to heur ancl that i ... tlwt T hu\·f' 
H'<"ll Mary and .. c::rutinizcd hl'r CC'clin'-t~ 
alii wrl1 a"' I could and am Cully con 
,.itM:t>d ~he is far happier Ofl'4 than he 
ha tl('en for tht: la~t fiftC"t"n month 
Jl;l~ l. .. 

!'iprin~lh,ltl. lllln(li 
July -l. lS l~ 

''fTUC. tha' uLje-..:t ;~ J':unful t«• ,,.: 
hut it i"' not )'OUt ~ilen« or thr .. ,lenc•· 
uf all the world that can moke me 
forJCet it. 1 acknowledge• tiH• corrf'ct 
he. - o( )·our th.h i'-'e tooj t,ut ~fvn: I 
r""soht' to tlu the on~ thing or tht· 
othn, I mUtot train my conftdenee in 
Ill)' own abilit)· to keep my 1'\':i.Oh·e 
when they nrc mode. In that. ability 
yuu know I once prided my11.elf as. tht 
ouly or chief gem of my character; 
that gem i:o~ lol'll-how and where you 
kno,.· too w•ll. I han nut )·et n: 
Kainc~l it; and until I du. 1 (annul 
tru .... t myttelf in uny mutter of much 
inlJJOrtance. 1 boliev& now thut hud 
you underl>!tand my Cft!'C at the time 
•l~ well a~ I understood your~ oiter· 
wardio by the aid )'OU would haH• 
tch·cn me I ,.hould have !\Ail~l through 
clear, but that does not now n1ford mr 
,.utYicient confidence to begin that or 
the like of thnt ngnin.' ' 

Springfield, lllinoi 
October, 1842 

•• ... but I began thiH letter not 
ror what 1 huve been writing but lo 
uy l)Omething on the t\ubjcct which 

)'OU know tO bt o( !\UCh infinite solid· 
tudf" to me . . thAt )'OU an~ happier 
now than the d&)' you married her I 
well know, for without, you could not 
be Hving ... but I wnnt. to ask u 
dose question -'Are you now in ft'el· 
ing as well WI judgment glad that you 
are married a. you are!' Prom any­
body but. me t.his would 00 an im~ 
prudent queMtlon not to ht t.olcrnted o 

but I know you will purdon it in me. 
Plea1>e answer It quickly a~ I am hn 
patient to know." 


