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l'l'\TE~ABLE THEORIES 
\BOlT LINCOLN'S 

EARLY ENVIRONMENT 
'l'hP following <'xcur•t.s, whi(•h pre· 

. pnt th1l parent~ nnd rnrly home lifr: 
nf Abrnham Lincoln in !4\l('h nn un· 
f a\orahll"' liJtht. h&\'~ bt>f'n compiiPfl to 
".-rw· as a back~und for a paper tn 
Or rrad, by the Milor, MforP thP :\Pw 
t n"lnnd <;,nealolrical l""<'l•ty at B~­
tnn nn FPhnul:f'v 12 ,\n f'Xhibil of 
~t~umf'ntary ~oUr~-. w11l .,.. puhlic:heorl 
m I lncoln Lore n~xt Wt•tk which will 
Jll tSfy the labelinJl of thrl"P ~xrerp~ 
u ltntenuble theorie~. 'rhf' lrnditional 
Thomn~ Lincoln mu"t fntlt• out o~ tht> 
hi .. toricnl Thoma,. t.im·ulu i.-. intro· 
duct•d by duly autborlxt•tl rt•t·Orll:-.. 'rht• 
l'thcma which has r~tC!'tl on th.- Pr.•,·i· 
tl~nt"ll pioneer father and thto f'Xa~­
~rra'tt!tl conditionfl ~xi11tinK in th • 
f'arl\' Lincoln home nr(' nnt in har­
mon.)' with documt•ntar)' ('\ itff.>nr~: 

'"The old g<-ntlrmun (Thoma!\ Lin· 
.... It,\ wn10 not only void of l'Ot>YJtY lw 
tlull." Ht-1rndon. J.:ncoln, puge r.. 

·• !'\o more ignornnl boy than Thom­
<t.i couJct be found in the bnck wood~." 
ll•'trirl~re. Abrnham l.lncoln, page I~ 

''The whole hou f" ac:~unlid, cheerle:-... ... , 
and utterly void of rlf"valln~ in~pira­
Lion." ~hurz. Abraham l.lncoln, paR'~ 
12. 

"Here wa:-o the honll' nnd hPr(" we-n• 
It" oof'CUJHlnt:-o, all humbh•, ull mi:;eru­
bly J>oor." Holland. Lif(_• of Abraham 
Lincoln, page 23. 

"HP (Thoma~ Un,·oln) wu"' no toiler 
nut from 311 o.ct"ount an ignorant. 
... h,ft!t' \'&Raborul." Coleman. Tht~ 
~~t1l Story of Xanq· J-llank11, pag"(" :oi:, 

' 'It waq hel"4" that Abmham Lincoln 
w.t honl. Thf• manl{t'r nt lk·thlchNn 
wn not a mort' unlikPiy hirth)Jiac·~." 
SIH'J>I>nrd. Abrahum Unroln, pagt> K 

"11<' (Thoma:-4 Lincoln) wa a ~hifl­
lf'M f•·llow, never .o.;U('('f'('cllng in any­
thinst. who could nt'ithPr rt'ad nor 
write." ~tephen~on. Uncoln, pu~tt> -1. 

"Hf'ared in Kripping, =-rindinx. 
,,inchin~ penury, and pallid povertr. 
amid th~ mo:-.t ,.qualid dt• tltution po ... -
"lble to conc€>he!' Pt'tt>rs. Abraham 
1 .inl·oln':-- Religion, J>UI((' 3. 

"Lincoln was born in u cil•gratiAtion 
vt'ry fnr below res1wduhh~ )IO\'t•ny in 
thr State of Kenturky, an1J livt'<l in 
that poverty a11 his lif1•." Chufln. Lin· 
t"oln, Man of Sorrow !I, pagi• 10. 

"In the midst of the mo~t unprom­
i n~ drcuJruo.tance1l that ('\'tr v.;tn<> .. ~· 
E"rl tht advent of a boy into the world," 
:-.:icolny and Hay. Abraham Lincoln, 
A Hi•tory, Volume I, pace 2b. 

"Nobody ever aeeu~<"d him (Thomas 
Lincoln) o! building n hou <or to pre­
tend to do more than n f•w little odd 
job" eonnected with IJUch un under­
tnkinsr." Lamon. l.ife of Lincoln, 
parc• 9. 

'Tht" father wa. .. by calling a Cllrpen­
h·r but not good at hi..!a tradt, a l'>hift­
l('c!ll, mhcrntory ,:::quatter by in"incible 
trndrnci(·~ and a \'Cry hrnorant mnn." 
Mor .... (l. Abraham T.inc:-oln, Volumf" 1, 
r)ngr 10 . 

'''J'honuu1 seem .... tn hnvt' bf'Pn the 
only memb<'r of thP family whMe 
rh 1rader was not 1'('"-Jl'f"Clablt>. H(l' 
wa an itilttr, trininR, J)<K)r, a huntPr, 
a~l " rn' Pr" I amnn. I if,. n( I inrnl,, 
I13J{r )<,, 

"In childhood and vouth hi• '.\brn­
hnm Lincoln',) intimntr 11 .. nciate 
:uul JHitntl\'f> rf:"lutin;~M u J{ro 1'1, illiter· 
-tlf', untl tiUJJ€'-r.4itiou~ rabltl1•." C1,thtl'y. 
Tnato Gt•m~ ... is of u Wonc!t'.-flJI )r(nn, 
JUIK4' J ~1:1, 

''Thoma Lincoln neH•r J•ro ve~l 
likt> Jo iah and )ton:lt"cai, un1l nf'ver 

t"t'IIM"CI to heve ]pft thP imprh'111011 O( 
ha goodn~ .. :.- or of anvthmg t•l f! on 
any m.au." Chamwoocl. · ,\hrnhum Lin· 
roln, yJagr 4. 

"Thomas Lincoln, o J>O\'t•rty Ntricken 
mun whom mi~fortuur hud l'lf'<'mingly 
t•ho ('ll fur her own, nne! who,.,~ nmbi­
tiou Wl'rt.• blighted nntl hopi" ulmo:-ot 
tlead." Pt•lt·~. Abraham Untoln'!> Re· 
liKion, p~UC'Ic" 3. 

"Th•re could hanlly t... a poorer 
famil)' than that which now under­
took to ~upport it.... narrow, hopeless 
lift• in that dull cornu of the earth'!' 
h•t·minv, 11Urface." Stoddard. Abra· 
hum Lincoln, pagt' 11. 

''lit• ('rho rna~ Lincoln) rN\(_•h('d tho 
Ul(f" of 27 the year of hi)o. marriage, 
u hruwny, wunderinst lnhort'r, a poor 
whitf', unlt•ttt-~t an(l untau~ht exC'ept 
for tht" trade or cllrptnt• . .'r." ~trunl'oky. 
\hraht\m I.inroln, pag4> 5. 

• \l the time or hi• fThnma~ Lin­
l·oln\. J hirth, twenty-t'iJCht yeon·10 be­
fuh•. hb parent~lriftinJ.C, rouming, 
JU'Oplt', ~,truggling with povt'rty-were 
dwt•llt·r~ in the Virginfu mountnin~." 
Sh•Jiht•nl4on, Lincoln, llnJC•• L 

"Ill• (Abraham J.hwoln' l father 
wn an ignorant man, arninhlt• f'nough, 
hut colorle-.... ly n~'~ali\lt•, \\ithout 

tn. nf,:th of charncter und \\:ithout am 
lutinn worth~· or thr nanu- •• HiJI. 
I.inroln the Lawyer. p:tlft• r.. 

"Thomas Lincoln unci Enlow hnd a 
rt•J.Cula r Het·to fight uhout tlw matter 
in whit'h t>ncounter J.inc·oln Lit off the 
c•Hd .,r Enlow':' no~P. F'lnully, Lincoln. 
to rlt·;u himst>lf, movt•d to l n1liana. ·· 
\\,•ik. The Real Lincoln, pol~tr 31. 

"I rH''"r could unde-r t:uvl how o 
~rre t and good a man a olcl \be 
coulrl hn' «' delfoCenrled from 11u•·h a low 
hrPf"d an1l l ntircly worthlr!-.!ll \&ltnhonrl 
a5 Thomaa Lincoln." Catht!Y True 
Gcnr I" of n Wonderful :\fnn, pnge 
;l!}9. 

10Thomnl4 Lincoln wa!lo an ignorant. 
l'>hi!Llt'tc:4, worthless. illitf'rnlf' man 
. . . he thought it a wa11tt" of timf' 
f••r )'(IUOit .\braham to h•arn tl) rend 
anrl writl' &!I h~ coulrl do &ither." 
Chaftn. J.incoln, ~llln of Sorrow • 
pal(<' II. 

"So pninrrt ha"e ~omP prr on" bffn 
by tht• nrcei~~lty of recogni1.insr Thom· 
:t:-~ Lincoln n,_ the father of lh~ JlTe-.i­
rlt'nt., thnt they have wclcomNI n hnp­
PY f'scnpl" from this !'10 mi. 4"ra~lf' pa­
tf'rnity." \lnr"e. :\braham Unroln, 
\' nl 1. J'lhR'f' ';. 

' RH\ I mcoln ro~f:" from In• Pr 
ti~'plh than any of them. From a tag 
n.mt, JJUtrltl pool; Hk~ th(" ~· whic-h 

t-t "' :in• hy it-> own (·netgy ancl ~t"lf-
comhu tiiJit· tmtun rh.el'l iu jt't .. hint· 
in~, t'l\'ar, unci bright.'' IIN1uluu. 
llf'rndM•'" l.hu.:oh1, Volum(! l, pugc• !1. 

"Born not only in povrrty. hut .. ur· 
rnurult•ll lJ~' \\Ant and ttutfermK: f•vor­
t>il lu nutbing; wanting in tt\·rrything 
"h ch makes up the jor-s of lift.• • • • 
it "a11 btt ral truth that 'h• h 111 110t 
wh1•tt' tu hay hi" head.'" ( atht•)'. True 
Gt·nt· i of u Wondf>rful \1an, Jlft~t· 
25rJ. 

'''l'hf' tlome~tic ~urroumllnJ(Jt umh_~r 
whic·h thr Uube (Abraham l.lncoln) 
cnmt· intu lift' Wt-re wrelt·ht•d in the 
t•xtremto. . . . Rousch, <·our e, lo\\. 
if('norunt, and poverty-Ftrkkf'n ur· 
roundinlell Y.l'N1' about the child." 
)tor~ Abraham Lincoln, Yolurn~ 1, 
pan !t 

"In <hlldhood and youth hi (Abrn­
hnm Lin<•oln'K) place of 'thode u Hqua. 
lid t•nblu in a howling wilciMIH'!4~. hiA 
m<'u1 nn ul'lht>n crust, hi.~ tw~l n pile~ of 
]pa,·t" , hl!t nominal gunrtlinn u ~~ohift­
IP " aml worthle!-0..- vaf(aboncl " Catht>).·. 
True Gcnf'si~ of a Wonctrrful ){an, 
PBRP 193. 

"Hi" (Abraham Lincoln's) fatht>r a 
tn>i<nl 'poor Southern whit<,' ,bi!l­
lf'... und Improvident, without ambi­
tion fur him~elf or hiM childrt•n, con­
Rtantl\' lc).oking for n new piC'cC of 
~.troun;l where he might mnkt! u lh·ing 
withuut much work." Schurt.. Abra. 
hnrn Lincoln. page 12. 
"Abr.~hnm Lincoln cam4." of tht• mo~t 

urapromi ing tock on th(' f'ontinent, 
'th•~ poor whi~ tra~h' of thf'l South. 
Hi ... hiftiPu father movf'd from JJlace 
t:• pln.C'•' in the we~U·m country. fail· 
in~.t wlwn (~\·rrybody t"l)<t" wo" ... ucC('J-i,-1· 
ful in muking a living; und the boy 
"'wnt the mo~t ~lU~c<'J)tihl~ yrurs of hi>: 
lift• uncl,•r no di;."~cip1ine but thut of de­
gnulinJC JIO\t"rty." Wo0clrov. Wil~on_ 
(,j,r,.iun nntl Reunion. pngl• 216. 


