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,\ LINCOLN CENTE'\'NI AL 

The- )t•nr 1~110 hah one oul$tanding 
Lincoln nnnt .. uar;· whiC'h cannot be 
uverlookt'fl. On March 1. 1830, just 
one hund!"C."d yt"ara I!J(O, Abraham 
Linc:-oln and th~ fnmilie~ with whom 
he wa3 asaO(iatM left the Little 
Pia-fOn Community in Spencer County, 
lndiano., anti atarted for 111inois. 

It would OJll)(·ar that the centennial 
of this migrntion should be of suffic. 
icnt int4.•n..•lft to cnuse a Jteneral cele­
bration all alonK the route which the 
caravan lr8velcd. 

Twrnty yt•nra ngo the first effort 
was mn<ll' to mark the route over 
which theK(' rnmilics moved. and much 
vnluahlt' in(ormntion on the subject 
was gathl'rt•d nt that time. Jt was nol 
until within th" Ja:-.t yt•ar or two that 
Humr n•lh'''llt'tl odiun wa!ll. taken to 
han• t tu" ruut~· dt• iJ,!nutt'd a.s a na· 
tiunal hiKh"uy. Tht• one hundredth 
tmnin·r an uf this o«"A~ion :-hould 
pro\t' to I.J4." lw oJ•pC'rtunf" time for a 
1lt•morutrat1 n which would c.·r~ntt• 
t'nouKh mtt.·n.•Bt t J brin!l thE' project 
tn il dimax. 

Thtort• ar~ unlimited po!~:<~ibilities for 
makinJC this C"t"lltt!nnial of nAtional in­
h•r("llt. It 1n15tht de\'elop, with proper 
,,rganiznlion, into a mighty paKeant 
movinac u\'t·r th(" t.>nlire rout(" with 
l4bc-nitlt•unt llUhlir mt.!eting~ in the 
,·ummuuitit•s through which the cara­
van JUlBMl"<l. 

With tiH' I'<'"JlOn"ibility for the task 
n•sting UJ><In the ~~;t.•t>nrat<" units in thl• 
ditft•rNil cnmmunity ecntel'$, the bur­
tf('n. ,,( !utpplyinsc chnrncters and 
NJUlJ)nl<'nt wnulcl ht> reduced to the 
minimum ancl a n1axlrnum amount or 
lcl('al intt•rt·t~t could 1M- created. 

Tht, J.inroln rarl\\"1\n con~i~tt"d of 
'hirtt'<'O out "hil'h mhcht lot" diYided 
into thrt't" tarnUr ~roups: Thomas 
l inroln. Al(t• 64: his wife. Sarah 
J-ohnston I. ncoln. age 42: with 
"fhom a' !Kin. Al>raham. age 21; and 
:O:arah'111 •on, J•>hn D. John.'\ton. age 15. 
t·tmtprt"in2" "hat wa!t lt'!t of the orig~ 
lnal l.inculn r1unily. Group ~umber 
two wn~ C"llmpoKerl of Dcnni~ F. 
flank"', "K'«' :n: hi~ wife, Elizabeth 
JohO!'IUI1 JlnnkM, R_K(' 2:-J; nnd their (our 
t·hiltln·n: John. nJ.C(' &; Sarnh. age 7; 
Nntwy, ttJCt' fi; nncl llurrict, age 4. 

1'1w l hi rtf l(l'fiUJl l'Om~i!'4tt>d of hut 
thr<·t.· Squln• llnll, ngt• ahout 25 : 
:\tttlhildu .lnhmwn Hall. hi111 wire, a~t' 

I~; on~ John flail, th•ir •mall child, 
•f! about 2 )'tars. 
Thmt'! n•pre~Sf1ntinK thf"I"C charactt>~ 

in the pngt'ont would not he called 
upon to trove! mort' than half a day. 
t>o th(' ll"Mk would not he overburden­
scm('. 

Sixtef'n cloy" wrr(' ron111umed in 
nmching tlw dt.•lltlnntion. five or ten 
milrN WC'J\l or 0f'I'Rtur, Jt iS $fE'I1erally 
un•frr,.tOfHI thnl lht> cnrO\'Dn was in 
0f'Cfllur on MnrC'h fourteenth. 

Tlw Jlntty U<wrl uth1"f'(' C"O\'{'T('d WB$:• 

un • two dtAwn hy oxf'n, and flne h)• 
hn~""'• and two fl.addlr ht~r~e8." While 
it might not ~ pollflihl~ to provide the 
ox~>n for the- p&$!Nlnt. hnn;M: would 
l<" twailal,lf' and lhc wagon.~ could be 
murle t > rf'preHnt covt"l't'd '\'"ehicles. 

l"nl~ss thon who might. contem­
plate a pa~r<-ant of thi~ !!!Orl would 
relr upon the ~porta of previous 
C'ommissiuna Alii to thP route taken by 
the LinC"olnt, "orne difficulty might be 
t.tncountt'recl in determining the way 
O\'('r which the family nached their 
d('stination. 

Govt'rnor Snmuel Rnll'ton nppointed 
n rommiR~Ion, conllit\tlng of Joseph M. 
Crnven~t nud ,JC>ltfl(' W. W('ik, to det~r­
minc:o thiM rout<• lhrough th(' Stat(' of 
Indiana 

Th('ir IC'I'flrl m hnC'f u• a!'l fnllow~: 
.,W~· urt· uf tht• up1nion thot the~e 

Juu·dr nncl \'t·nturt.'Mimf' emigrant!'i 
l~1dt· foH•\H•Il tn tht.•ir <·Rhin hl)me ... in 
Gt-ntrv,·ifl~· in \fat't'h, Ht30. They 
mhw•d ~(Jrthward through Dale to 
JB$IU:r. thtm~ northw~twardly to thP 
\ iiJI'Ii'"t'"A of lrt-land. OtwPII, and AI­
R'iers tu p, ttorl!lbura. at or n~ar whi~:h 
JllaC"<' tht·y rros1111~l White Rh•er and 
tht•n pudu-cl on to Vinct•nne"- hy thP 
mu~t dirt•<.·t routf'." 

Whilt' this routf' lfl in dispute in 
lncliana, th(' c.·ent<>nnial ct>lebrntion of 
th(' uc~.•o"ion miJCht brinK out further 
evidenct' rt.•IRtlvP to the aceurucy or 
this r<'port. 

The preliminary inv(lstigation.s of 
thC' Lincoln Wny in Illinois were made 
hv Mr. Chn1·IN1 :\t. Thompson. of the 
UnivcrMity or llfinol!ll. If(' rCJJOrted ·~ 
fn llows: 

"From tht' ('vidence at hand it is 
))('lh•v<'d that th(' rnllowinY. points arc 
<"·n tht.• Lincoln \\'ay ln Illinois-From 
1hr• point •n th(' Illinois hank of the 
WnL!l~h Rh·rr orpoait.e Vincennes. 
Indiana: 2 l..awrt·RC't'ville: 3-Christ· 
lan uttl.ement: 4 Ru~!!oelh·ille; s­
Palf'"Stin~: 6 Hut.sonville: 7-York: 
"' D~rwin: 9 Richwoods: 10-)lc­
Cann'• Ford; II Paradi~P: 12 ... )fa· 
h .. ,n; J;J flt"t:acl :\tan's Gro\'e: 1-t-
:\\'l!lun: Hi HerAtur: 16-l.incoln 
Furm. :\lltt·on Cuunty." 

Thtn· i~a ahm Rome difference of 
npiniun tHl tc1 tht." exact route which 
•Jw c.'llnwnn followed in Illinois. The 
t•,•lt"hutiunM ht•ld nt this time might 
tdluw nil llw outst.nndinr. dnimtt to h(' 
l.(liUwn•d nncl ('Onllidercd. [( general 
pultlirity wf'r~· giv(•n to the inlt'l·pdR(', 

it t.s \"t'l'"}' hkf'IY that much o~~ure 
e\·iden<-<" would be hrtHI$tht to light. 

Th(l Lin('oln Nationl\l ~l<'morial 

Hia-hwny A••o.:-iatlon in Illinois is 
quite thoroughly organized. (ts f"X~ 
Ct'utiv£1 committ('C compri"f'8 fifteen 
member~ tul fotlowA: 

Jmt1es M. Wt•nver, chnirmnn, Onk 
Pnrk 

K 0. Sum~rllnt, Yit·e-ehoirmnn. 
Lerna 

E. 0. Mc·Cnnn. wr·n•tury, De-catur 
c;('or~c· Kt•y('~. tn·A<I.UI"t."r, Rrrins.:-­

fidd 
Allen f J.uca11, hi:ootorian, Chnndler· 

'iHc 
J;enjamin Wt."ir. C'har1t'8t~wn 
l..t>J:re,\· <.~. St-~af'tff'r. Renrdsbwn 
Ht.rr• E. R('('kman, P('terl'hurg-
Dr. T. J. Knudaon, SRli11bury 
Congr('tl.~man Jam~• A. Graham, 

~rrintcfiPid. 
D. l. c;amhy, )lt. Alt.any 
llub<>rt )Iiiio, n.-atur 
F. ~1. ~hulhotT, Motoon 
Dr. C. M. ltnrri11, Cal'lt'Y 
F.. S. Clayton, Mnrtlnovlll•• 
Rru'·<' Jo~voOft, \VeAt York. Ill. 
Commiltt't'K orr now nt work in 

l·oth lndinnn. nnd J(c•nturl<y (H•rfectin({ 
orgnnizntion!4 thnt wall co·opernte 
with tht' <·ommittl''' from lllinoi in 
t""rr>ntmr' ,.c•ntlmPnt in fnvnr of n r.--rc-o.t 
ll!lt !nnnl I tUd l\rujt d rru111 tlW ('rtUll(' 
ur LinC"4•1u at llt'tlt•n\'illf', Kf·ntU<·ky. 
1u the> J.:-1~\'t uf I trot •ln. nl Sprin~-

t-hl, 111;11(11 

/liM/ q -' 

Th(" LanC'Oin l..ort" hulh tin nfxt week 
will c-<,ntain thfl u'ual •1uarterly bibli· 
t~trr:t.phy. ~lost ur th(" Lincoln itf'm~ 
publi5hf>1.J durinK 0(tober, Xuvt>mber, 
nnd D«t rnb('r will ll(' li~tC'd. 

r n or.ler to makt' mort' room for 
the ~ubjt•<"t mnth•r antidpated in the 
next i~~tlt' th(.' IUhjt•('tS or the Lincoln 
Lor(' bullctlmt for tht• pa~t three 
monthA nr(' r<'INUINI OOlow: 

Ballot, IA60, Strny. Lincoln Lore 
No. 30, Novt'lniK•r ~. 

Bibliog-rrwhy, Linroln. L. L. No. 26, 
October 7. 

Foreign R~>latl~'"" 1.. L. No. 2i. 
October 1·1. 

Gc:onulofrY, I tncc,Jn. 1 ... 1 ... ~o. 37. 
Dt"<'emhe-r 23 

llank'A, S~tncv R rthpln t', r.. I .... 
Xo. 2N. Q, t<•l>(>r 21 

Jndex, Lincoln l..ort". L. 1 ... ~o. 38. 
DP<~f"mbf.r 30. 

Lexing-ton. I.tn<"oln and L. L No. 
3J. No\"eml"'r ll 

Rt>1i~ioufl F:xpr"'"l"n!l i11 LinC'Oin'!ll 
1.-•tt('rs. J ... I ~u. ·~11. flt'<"<'mher 16. 

State Line, t.incoln at. T .. 1 ... No. 32. 
~nveml~·r tJt 

Thnnk:otKi\·inJ( Prcwlnmntion . L. L. 
l':u :la. Ne~\'t'mht•r 2!'•. 

1'umh. Tht• Lhwnln. N1•. ::.t. DE-cem· 
I (>1' 2. 

\'il'ginin .• \ Plhrrinuwt• tn Old. N. 
:tr.. fl('r<•ml,t·r !l, 


