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LINCOLN AND THE 
CHILDREN 

With the opcninl{ of school, the 
childrcn of the land betome the center 
of interest. Lincnln '• love for child­
rcn ia evident from the time be rocked 
the cradle of the Armotrong bnby in 
the New Salem home, where be was 
boarding, until he lnvi•hed upon his 
~·oungest child, T•d, all the affection 
it waa poa•ible for un adoring !nther 
to show. \Vlth f<,ur bn::~ o! his own, it 
is not strnngl! that hi" how"e became 
the gathering place for the children 
of the whole •·ommunit;. It is the pur­
pose of thh~ i,ISUc ul I incoln Lore to 
present, os bril'O:• t.-. ro':dlllc, .t few 
of the inter('filtin~ inr tlcnts in the 
lives of hi• own chihlrcn nnd others 
wh()nt ht' Cl\nlC' t-(J know. 

J:,,,, II t, I 
On AUJCU t l , Ill,! • h first child 

nf Abraham l..intcJn "'M horn in the 
Globe Taw• n, at Sp1lngfi•ld, where 
rJ,t' Lin('(\lns h-'rl St"C1Jtcd qu.1rtcrs 
;mmediatt·Jy att~r tbc r marriage. 
'I'." hen Ro~rt "AS n a mall boy be was 
~~ked ~hat his fAU:er'• rrofessiun was 
,r.d he 1~plicd. "a r~ulaplilter." At the 
t're.e tht! l...lntoln» t'nt~u:d the \Yhit.e 
House, Robert waa :1 •tudc:rt nt Rar· 
\'iltd Univcrsh.~·. Ht'TP. he had been 
dubb-ed by hiR n~•ocinlt.'~~ "The Prince 
c.f Rails." 

J:tf,flt J ,lm•tdu 

'I ho •rcond son of Abraham a nd 
:,tary Lincoln wo" h01·n March 10, 
1864, nnd named Edwnrd Baker. 
Aoout a month o!ter his fourth birth­
day he pa•s!'<l nway. On February 23, 
lSZ.O. Lincoln wrote theee words to 
J<'hn n. Johnsnn: "As you mnke no 
monti<-n ~( it. I au1 ro•e )·ou had not 
Je.•rll<d tb:t we lost our little boy. 
He wns aick ti!t~n day .. and died in 
tt.c morning of tho 6nt day of this 
mcnth. It \Vns not our first, but our 
s<1e0rd thlld. We rnias him very 
much." 

1 'llff, l,f.rt .. tlil 

~Villinrn \V :llln.rfl Lincoln was born 
"" U••ormb01· 21. 1860. He was of a 
~Juiet nnd f.t'"nth_, diej'oaition and a very 
lovable rhilcl. Ills < eulh in the White 
Jlou>~• on Fobrun1·y 20, 1862, at twelve 
~Cdr<~ of ngr i'J enid to hnv<.' been the 
mt..sl. cruflhing nfTiiction Mr. Lincoln 
had ev<•r Jxorn cnlkd upon to pass 
thr<~u~h. His grit•t fJVrr the loss of 
this ehild waa pathetic. On the day 
of the funeral the ~vcmmont depart· 
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me.t ""'" closed. 'l hiS wa• the first 
t.;ne in the hlst r) of tbe countr;• that 
the death of a child had been .o ob­
se-rved. 

'I mt 1~1, lu 

ThL·ma.~, or 1.~ud n th.'! \\;..:S caHed 
,., as the youn,~cstchild of the Lincolns: 
He wa.; l:i~t fntht•J·'s close und constant 
cvmJ)anion. llnc of the nto!St nmusing 
\ pl!wtlc~, in the long series of stunts 
in wl! ..:h h~ wn:s contiuually engaged, 
LCcunctJ ·.~ h,•n Stsnton had jokingly 
l.:Umttl.t:: ic ned him u lieutenant. Tad 
'Hlcr<:cl ::>ome muskets, put the ser .. 
\'antJI nnd jtmdcnera to drilling, and 
tl en d1snuucd tho guard at the White 
House. Hia many pranks kept the 
hou•hoid, including the father and 
111otbl'r, C\cr on the alert. 

II •Iii~ .. I rtluu 
1 hree dooMI from the L-ncolo home 

h.cd the .\rthur C .. nul). One of the 
~ild1t'n, \\"illium, waa three years 

t:ng r t h.m no bert Lincoln and was 
i15 p.l• tieulur f..hUI!I. One of the inci­
nt3 h 11 tut"mb·•ra mol$l vividly was 

[ h~ br' ldng of H I'Oill' Oil the swing 
d1 Mt·, l.iucoln hnd put up for 

d\ ·m • • \hd which 1-(th·c• th~m both a bad 
~m. h"l11i:un uhm \•:ns nn ndmit·e•· of 

.,fr . I.iuc·,ln's l'Oukin;c nnd she often 
• ad<· w kiu for· them. 

f 'I rn Iff Uidllt 

•• 1, t.,J. JOC ntly 11·ceived by H. E. 
'l r < d Lo• A ngt•li!J<. front Charlie 
Rkhle, contama th ~ nmini.&eence: 

e,f" 'ere l\\o bo)"B in our family 
.. t c thr:a "\1 r. Lincoln lived near us. 
1 orn n,: nfter h13 usual hand­

! ke. H,. Lwco)n ,.,,id to my brother, 
·' •'dl , I U.·liovo you Nlt all the break­
fast aJ,d I harli• do.:•n't ll'•t any; that 

wh·lt m:.akf!~ you Jth ro.t and Charlie 
J JC u"!; )ou m•ut di"tide with him.' 

One Fum-th ot July morning he 
.t:;pr:("d, l•inn<'d R flnrr on each of our 
ru!c '\uistH nnd d('monstroted to us 
t ::c m ... nn("r in which we should always 
saint~ uul' c.·ountry'R Ang when we 
ctlmc into it" JU'<"&enc~. The day w as 
lo:-:t to \l'i Ooth : r we mitJscd the Snlile 
:md ~i(lo('t!n.r uf this grcnl man!' 

"'''· 1/f'/11/lllth 
For :tOm(lo t.mr Mr. Lincoln noticed 

a smoll boy parading up Hnd down the 
iey bock of !ria house with a paper 

'lt 011 his hea,J, nnd beating time on 
u t;n pan. When Chri•tma• came 
<rountl, rrenetu• found that the tall 
S.tnt~ Clnua who lived in the big 
hou•c h•d left a real drum for him. 
L· tcr on, thia aame lad became an 
offiee boy for Lincoln working for him 
far about two ycnre. 

Ollrrt /,f·'/1'' 
!\ext door to the Lincolns lived a 

family by the name n! Spriggs. I nto 
theh· home enmc nn oJ·phnn girl by 
the nnmc ot Olivu. Tad Lincoln ofLen 
1•lnyed with her at the SpriJCg home, 
and she rctne!mbcr("d how on many oc­
cnsion•. whrn Tnd had stayed too long 
his fnth••r would bo obliged to come 
n!ter him nnd drag his son from his 
r~,,·-f)rit• hidinv. 'f'h\C~e under one of the 
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)Cd •. He \\ ould tht..n be carried home 
11 i~mph UJX>n the Bhoulder of his 

tull parent. 
I 11 flll11• Oul~t,IN 

On r; JChlh o<rc • <n Sp1.ngtield, just 
l iCI,.,. •·It·. Lirltulfl'b hl)lil\!, lived the 
Uubots fnmily. l'rrdd1c's most distinct 
~('mJr!o' of J,incoln its hanging on to 
h,m w.th u,.., .r' ... t oi lhe boys, while 
• · partly c.t<'I'ICd them down to W cb­
...,tct•';_: grocca·y whN·~ h~ would u·eat 
th~·m to nut~ nnd cnndy. AeCOI'ding to 
1J ., wy, "LmclJin \\ttb never too busy 
or oo wo1ned that he did not have 
' m<· ' r a frolic with the bovs of the 
c .nn.1unity." · 

Jlut t;,tt·ll 

.\ikr n hard journey, Gilbert Green 
,..LH~,reJ to Abl uham Lincoln some 

Jcgnl pape,.. which be had brought 
_r.st day irum Jacub Strawn, of Jack-

nvill~. 1\ hen l.incoln took the docu­
nenu he &aid, "l>1dn't think that old 

codger wt>ultl Rnd n hone out such a 
d.>y bS this." Learning that G1lbert 
h ld uo muncy vdth him he wrote on 
thr- n~·ugin ,,f nn old ncwspapcl' in a 

r.e eight inchc long, "Take eare o! 
this boy until tomonow ot· longer i! 
thu wentbc.•1· H bMI und Hcnd the bill 
t."' me." 

111 th •''' lllilltHt#t 

One Oar. when \\'ill waiJ nine years 
c,f u.;e, he ·,. 'u pla)·ing marbles in lhe 
co111t r. rd nt l'ari"', llhnois, when a 

I fi.:t.rc joinl·~t tho group and want­
:! to h:>\u " 1.1.ul in the game. Will 
~·d thnl ,\ rahnm Lincoln looked 
Jnny (!O\\ll c•n h1a knees in the midst 
f . bunch or bo: o. and .. whenever 

L.neuln mfhh• a good shot he 
chud~.l~d." 

tinltt /1,·,/tlf 

Tlu• lw•t kno\\·n incident in Lin­
"oln's lift' in whic.:h he i~J associated 
whh a (;hild, other thon his own, is his 
cvnespondcncc with Crncc Bedell. 
She had written him in October, 1860, 
!haL s he thougM he would look bet­
ter if he wol"<l whiskers. He replied 
"" fullows: "My dear little ~liss, Your 
very ngrreublc lrtter of the fifteenth 
i 1·ccNved. I regret the necessity of 
saying l have no daughter. I have 
d;r••(> ttonn, em(' a:cventeen, one nine, 
and one fl:<'ven years of age. They, 
w;th th~ir muther, constitute my 
whole family. A• to the whiskers, 
ncvf"r hnving worn any, do you not 
think people would call it t1 piece of 
s:Uy alfectntion if I were to begin 
now." 

ll'lllif' Jllmlh• 

Willie waa only thirteen years old, 
but had alreody oecn service on a gun­
boat. He desired on appointment to 
the nnvnl school but, on account of his 
youth, !cored that he would have to 
wait a year . A !•·icnd of his !ather 
cgeortcd hi m into the presence of Mr. 
l.i"eoln. Atwr the boy bnd been in­
t •-oducod and hod mode a graceful 
bow, Mr. l~incoln said, uBiess me! is 
that the boy who did 110 gallantly in 
those two JCrent battle•? Why I feel I 
should bow to him and not he to me." 


