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VOCATIONS 
Lincoln's divcnsified occupations 

bad much to do with his popularity 
in later years when It was of ad· 
vantage to be on common ground with 
many types and classes of people. 
Upon the announcement or his nom
ination, in 1860, n correspondent from 
the Indiana community near the Ohio 
River, where he had lived during his 
youth, voiced the sentiment of one 
group aa follows: "Old ftnt.-bont men 
claim him os one of their number 
and, as he wns a sale pilot in guid
ing hundreds of boats throu~eh the 
torturous windings of the l~nther of 
Waters, so they tu·c quite willing to 
trust him with the helm of the ship 
or state, being !ISSUI'Cd that old Abc 
is all right!' 

While one is not tempted to call 
Lincoln a jack-of-all-trades, thet·c wns 
a time when he apparently was hold
ing down about as many public of
fices as the law allowed. For n J>Criod 
alter the August election, in 1834, he 
served, at. the same time, as a mcm· 
ber or the Lef(islaturc of Illinois: 
Postmaster or New Salem. Illinois; 
and Deputy Surveyor of Sangamon 
County, Illinois. 

In Washington County, Kentucky, 
on March 7. 1804, the erand jury 
found a true bill attainat Je-•c Head
who later nu1rried Lincoln'• parents 
-on the following charee: "~'or hold
ing two offices to wit; that of Post
master, under the authority of the 
United States. nnd that of Justice of 
the Peace. under the authority of the 
State of Kentucky." 

1 have asked our own legal depart
ment to submit. nn exhibit or t.wo 
which might touch upon the right of 
Linc:oln to serve in Un<!-c rivil C&JUlCl· 
'ics nt the! ~ome time:-. They offer 
Section 19 of the Illinois Constitution 
of 1818 os bearing on this question. 

"No scnotor or rcpresentnlivc •hnll. 
during the time for which he ahnll 
have been elected, be appoint.cd to nny 
civil office in this state which aholl 
have been created or the emolument 
o! which sholl hnvc been inc•·enscd 
during such time." 

They flnd this section is conditioned 
by two pat·cntheticul cl~uses thut itn· 
mediately follow, whtch designate 
that the c ivil office in question must 
have been created, or the cmolum~nt 
or same increased, during the term 
of the then snid senator or represen
tative, to make the holding of it il
legal. 

FORT WAYNE. INDIANA 

WORKl\IA N AND STAT ES
MAN 

When Lincoln returned from the 
Black Hawk War in 1832, we learn 
from one of his autobiographies that: 
"He studied what be should do
thought of learning the blacksmith 
trade-thought of trying to study 
law." This was the transitional hour 
in Lincoln's lite, when he allowed the 
exercise o! hia mind to overshadow 
the exercise or his great muscular 
frame. From the autobiographical 
sketches he prepared, we may learn 
the evolution of his vocations. 

•'ARMER-"! was raised to farm 
work which I continued until I was 
twenty-two." 

WOODMAN - " Abraham, though 
very young, was large for his age 
(8 yr&.) nnd had an ax put in his 
hand at once, and from that until his 
twenty-third year he was almost. eon
atnntly handling that most useful in
Stl'umcnt.u 

BOATMAN-"When he was nine
teen, sLill t·esiding in Indiana, he made 
his flrst flatboat trip to New Orleans. 
lte wos u hired hand merely and he 
nnd n son of the owner without other 
nssistuncc mndc the trip.'' 

CARPENTE!t-"This led to their 
(Lincoln, Johnston and Hanks) hiring 
themselves to him (Offutt) for twelve 
dollars per month, each, and getting 
the tlmbeo· out or the trees and build
ing a boat at Old Sangamon town." 

CLERK-"He (Lincoln) contracted 
with him (Offutt) to act as clerk for 
him, upon his return from New Or
lcnna, m charge or a store and mill 
ut New Salem/' 
~OLDIER-"AI;raham joined a vol

unteer company and to his O\'\'n sur· 
pri:se was elected rapt.ain of it. He 
went to the campaign and served 
three months." 

MERCHANT-"A man offered to 
ell and did sell to Abraham and an

other n• poor as himself an old stock 
or good• upon crediL They opened as 
uu.'n:hnnu: . .. The store winked out." 

I'OSTMASTER-"Re was appoint
ed 1>0stmaster at Kew Salem-the of
fice being too insignifiC8nt to make 
his politics an objection.'' 

SUR\ EYOR- "The surveyor of 
Sangamon offered to depute to Ab
t•ahnm that portion of his work which 
was within this J)&rt of the counl)'~'.11 

LA \VYE!t-"ln a private conversa
tion he (John T. Stuart) encouraged 
Lincoln to study law .... In the 
autumn of 1830 he obtained a law 
license, and on April 15, 1837, rc
movod to Springfield. 

REPRESEN'l'ATIVE- "The elec
tion of 1884 came, he was elected to 
the legislature ... He was re-elected 
In 183G, 1838 and 1840." 

CONGRESSMAN-"ln 1846, he was 
elected to the lower house of Congress 
and served one term only/' 

PRESIDENT-No affirmation from 
his own hand is needed to advise us 
that he became the sixteenth presi
dent of the United States and the 
• avior of the Union. 
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