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INDEPENDENCE

The following exeerpis are from an address
delivered by Abraham Lincoln before the
Youny Men's Lyeoum of Springfield, 1linois,
when Linooln was but tweniy-six years of
spe.— Editor.

The Perpetuation of Our Political
Institutions.

“As a subject for the remarks of
the evening, “The perpetuation of our
political institutions’ iz selected.

“In the great journal of things
happening under the sun, we, the
American people, find our account
running under date of the nincteenth
century of the Christian era. We find
ourselves in the peaceful possession
of the fairest portion of the earth as
regards extent of territory, fertility
of =oil, and salubrity of elimate. We
find ourselves under the government
of a system of political institutions
conducing more ¢ssentinlly to the ends
of eivil and religious liberty than any
of which the history of former times
tells ws. We, when mounting the
stage of existence, found ourselves
the legal inheritors of these funda-
mental blessings. We toiled not in
the acquirement or establishment of
them; they are a legucy bequeathed
us by a once hardy, brave, and patri-
otic, but now lamented and departed,
race of ancestors, Theirs was the
task (and nobly they performed it)
to possess themselves, and through
themselves us, of this odly land,
and to uprear upon its “lﬁlla and its
villleys a political edifice of liberty
antd equal rights; 'tis ours only to
transmit these—the former unpro-
faned by the foot of an invader, the
latter undecayed by the lapse of time
and untorn by usurpation—to the
lztest generation that fate shall per-
mit the world to know. This task
gratitude to our fathers, justice to
ourselves, duty to posterity, and love
for our species in general, all impera-
tively require us faithfully to per-
form.

“How then shall we perform it? At
what point shall we expect the ap-
proach of danger? By what means
shall we fortify ngainst it? Shall we
expect some transatlantic military
giant to step the ocean and crush us
a blow? ever! All the armies of
Europe, Asin, and Africa combined,
with all the treasure of the earth
{our own excepted) in their military
chest, with a Uonaparte for a com-
mander, could not by force take a
deink from the Ohlo or make a track
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on the Blue Ridge in a tria! of a thou-
sand years.

“At what point then iz thoe approach
of danger to be expected? | answer,
If it ever reach us it vaust cpring up
amongst us; it ecannol come from
abroad. If destruction be our lot we
must ourselves be its author and fin-
isher. As a nation of freemen we
must live through all time or die by
suicide.

“] hope I am over wary; but if 1
am not, there is even now something
of ill omen umongst us. 1 mean the
increasing disregard for law which
pervades the country. . ..

“1 know the American people are
much attached to their government:
I know they would suffer much for
its sake; I know they would endure
evils long and patiently before they
would ever think of exchanging it for
another,—yet, notwithstanding =211
this, if the laws be continually de-
spised and disregarded, if their rights
to be secure in their persons and
property are held by no better tenure
than the caprice of a maob, the aliena-
tion of thelr affections from the gov-
ernment is the natursl eonsequence;
and to that, seoncr or later, it must
ciume,

“[ere, then, is one point ot which
danger may be cxpected.

“The question recurs, “How shall we
fortify against it?" The answer is
simple. Let every American, every
lover of liberty, every well-wisher to
hiz posterity swear by the blood of
the Revolution never to vielate in the
least particular the laws of the coun-
iry, and never to tolerate their viola-
tion by others. As the patriots of
seventy-six did to the support of the
Declaration of Independence, so to
the support of the Constitution and
laws let every American pledze his
life, his property, and his sacred honor
—let every man remember that to
violate the law is to trample on the
bload of his father, and to trar the
charter of his own and his children's
liberty. Let reverence for the laws
be breathed by every American
mother to the lisping but:a that prat-
tles on her lap; let it be taught in
schools, in seminaries, and in colleges;
let it be written in primers, spelling-
books, and in almunaes; let it be
preached from the pulpit, proclaimed
in legislative halls, and enforced in
courts of justice. And, in short, let
it become the political religion of the
nation: and let the old and the young,
the rich and the poor, the grave and
the gay of all sexes and tongues and
colors and conditions, sacrifice unceas-
ingly upon its altars.

“While ever a state of feeling such
as this shall universally or even very
generally prevail throughout the na-
tion, vain will be every effort, and
fruitless every attempt, to subvert
our national freedom. ...

“But it may be asked, “Why sup-
pose danger to our political institu-

tions? Have we not preserved them
for more than fifty years? And why
may we not for fifty times as long?"

“We hope there is no sufficient rea-
son. We hope all danger may be
overcome; but to conelude that neo
danger may ever arise would itself be
extremely dangerous. There are now,
and will hereafter be, many causes,
dangerous in their tendency, which
have not existed herctofore, and which
are mot too insignificant (o merit
attention.

“That our government should have
been maintained in its original form,
from its establishment until now, is
not much to be wondered at. It had
many props to support it through that
period, which now are decayed and
crumbled away. Through that periol
it was felt by all to be an undecided
experiment; now it i8 understood to
be a suecessful one. Then, all that
sought celebrity and fame and dis-
tinetion expected to find them in the
success of that experiment. Their all
was staked upon it; their destiny was
inseparably linked with it. Their am-
bition aspired to dizplay before an ad-
miring world a practical demonstra-
tion of the truth of a proposition
which had hitherto been considered at
best no better than problematical -
namely, the capucity of a people to
govern ﬂ!t"l’l’l:ﬂ.‘l'lr'i.‘!'q e

“They are gone. They were a for-
est of giant caks; but the all-restless
hurricane has swept over them, and
left only here a there a lonely
trunk, despoiled of its verdure, shorn
of its foliage, unshading and un-
shaded, to murmur in a few more pen-
tle breezes, and to combat with its
mutilated limbs a few more ruder
storms, then to sink and be no more.

“They were pillars of the temple
of liberty; and now that they have
crumbled awny that temple must fall
unless we, their descendants, supply
their places with other pillars, hewn
from the solid quarry of sober rea-
son. Passion has helped us, but can
do so no more. It will in future be
our enemy, Reason—eold, calculating,
unimpassioned reason—must furnizh
all the materials for our future sup
port and defensze. Lot those materialz
be molded into general intelligence,
sound morality, and, In particular, a
reverence for the Constitution and
laws; and that we improved to the
last, that we remained free to the
last, that we revered his name to the
last, that during hiz long sleep we
permitted no hostile foot to pass over
or desecrate his resting place, shall be
that which to learn the last {rum)
shall awaken our Washington.

“Upon these let the proud fabric
of freedom rest, as the rock of its
basis; and as truly as has been said
of the only greater institution, ‘the
gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.' "



