
The U.S. Civil War 1861-1865    
December 1860 - 
South Carolina 
became the first state 
ever to secede

November 1860 - 
Abraham Lincoln was 
elected as president

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hqOjVyO4OEMG82OSKkE5lq0hwdhKrzfqjR0RNcOGdsU/edit


1. Examine 
these two 
broadsides in 
order to 
determine 
ways they are 
alike and 
ways they are 
different.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadside_%28printing%29


Between December 1860 and March 1861, 
seven southern states seceded:



What happened to U.S. property located in 
the Southern states that seceded?
Even before Lincoln was 
inaugurated, the 7 Southern states 
that seceded prepared for war.  They 
seized the following U.S. property 
located in the south:
● forts
● lighthouses
● mints (where money was made)
● post offices
● ships
● arsenals 

 

 

James Buchanan was still president 
while all this was happening.  This is 
why he is usually ranked as the worst 
president of all time.



March 4, 1861 - Lincoln’s Inauguration
Lincoln officially became president on March 4, 1861.  
His inauguration speech focused on the fact that 7 
southern states had already seceded.  He did not 
want there to be a Civil War.  To the right is how he 
ended his speech.  The link contains everything he 
said.

In your hands, my dissatisfied 
fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the 
momentous issue of civil war. The Government 
will not assail you. You can have no conflict 
without being yourselves the aggressors. You 
have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the 
Government, while I shall have the most solemn 
one to "preserve, protect, and defend it." 

I am loth to close. We are not enemies, but 
friends. We must not be enemies. Though 
passion may have strained, it must not break 
our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of 
memory, stretching from every battle-field, and 
patriot grave, to every living heart and 
hearthstone, all over this broad land, will yet 
swell the chorus of the Union, when again 
touched, as surely they will be, by the better 
angels of our nature.

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resources/president-lincoln%C3%A2%E2%82%AC%E2%84%A2s-first-inaugural-address-1861


2.  Why is it significant that Lincoln said he must 
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution? 

Need a hint?  Click here.

http://www.presidentsusa.net/oathofoffice.html


November 1860                          March 1861
3.  Why had Lincoln’s appearance changed in the 4 months 
since his election?  Use this link to find the answer.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XIdqEpcm4FYFrY0bugRsNlGPJV2tO_84h1fgNpRMSRk/edit#


The Civil War started at Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861.
Fort Sumter is located on an island in the Atlantic 
Ocean by Charleston, South Carolina.

Fort Sumter Today                Fort Sumter in 1861



Fort Sumter was a U.S. fort, but its location caused 
problems when South Carolina seceded.  South Carolina 
expected the U.S. soldiers to leave the fort.  The fort’s 
commander refused to let the South take possession of 
the fort because Fort Sumter belonged to the nation.

U.S. commander
Robert Anderson



April 12 - 14, 1861 - Fort Sumter
Southern soldiers under the command of Beauregard 
prepared to fire cannons at the U.S. soldiers in Fort Sumter. 
On the morning of April 12, Beauregard ordered the 
cannons to fire and the Civil War began.   For the next day 
and a half the battle raged.  After more than 30 hours and 
more than 3,000 cannonballs, Anderson could not win.  He 
surrendered to the South and left the fort.  The South put up 
their flag as a sign of their victory.  The North lost the first 
battle of the Civil War.





The Two Commanders 
Pierre Gustave Toutant 

Beauregard
Robert Anderson



Beauregard knew how to use the artillery to his advantage in the battle at 
Fort Sumter.  How did he know how to do this?  Years earlier, he learned 
how to fire cannons when he was a student at West Point.  His teacher 
had been Robert Anderson!  This is proof that the Civil War truly tore our 
nation apart.  Friends fought friends.  Brothers fought brothers.  Fathers 
fought sons.  And students fought teachers.

4.  Why do you 
think that Beauregard and  
Anderson were on different 
sides in the Civil War?



The Two Sides in the Civil War
C.S.A.
Jefferson Davis
11 states
Richmond, Virginia
Confederates
Rebels, Rebs, Johnny Reb
General Robert E. Lee
Grey

U.S.A.
Abraham Lincoln
34 states (23 loyal)
Washington D.C.
Union
Yankees, Yanks, Billy Yank
General U.S. Grant
Blue



5.  Why were there still 34 stars on the flag in 
1861 even though 11 states seceded?



Jefferson Davis Abraham Lincoln



Johnny Reb Billy Yank



General Robert E. Lee General U.S. Grant





President Lincoln needed a General!
● General Winfield Scott 
● Old Fuss and Feathers
● Born in 1786
● War of 1812 Hero
● Cherokee Removal
● Top General in the
     Mexican War 
6.  Use words that start with the letter 
O to describe General Scott. 





Lincoln’s First Choice for Top General

Robert E. Lee



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeGBpTFZhh4


 

Mr. Blair, I look upon secession as anarchy. If I owned the 
four millions of slaves in the South I would sacrifice them all 
to the Union; but how can I draw my sword upon Virginia, 
my native state?

Robert E. Lee

7.  Why did Lee become a general for the C.S.A. rather than
one for the U.S.A.?



Arlington House - Robert 
E. Lee’s Virginia Home

8.  Use the next slide 
to answer this 
question:  What is 
Arlington today?











By June of 1861, 4 more states seceded.
Four additional slave-holding states—Virginia, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina—declared 
their secession and joined the Confederacy following a 
call by U.S. President Abraham Lincoln for troops from 
each state to recapture Fort Sumter and other lost 
federal properties in the South.

9.  Why did these states join the C.S.A.?



First Bull Run
First Manassas

The Army of the Potomac
Vs.

The Army of Northern Virginia
The North liked to name battles for rivers.
The South liked to name battles for towns.
The North named their armies for rivers.
The South named their armies for states.



The Two Commanders 
Pierre Gustave Toutant 

Beauregard
Irvin McDowell



Joseph Johnston arrived to help.





The battlefield has been preserved.
It is located in Virginia.  It is about

30 miles from Washington D.C.







Confederate 
General Barnard 
Bee gave Jackson 
his famous 
nickname during the 
Battle of Bull Run. 
Bee did NOT survive 
the battle.



Stonewall Jackson and his horse….on steroids!  And... what’s with the cape?





General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson



The North Skedaddled Back to D.C.!



“Let’s have a picnic during the battle!”

http://www.awb.com/dailydose/?p=273




When the battle was over, there were about 
5,000 dead and dying soldiers scattered 
over the battlefield.



The survivors of Bull Run could say that 
they had “seen the elephant”.

10.  What did this saying 
mean during the Civil War?

http://www.nellaware.com/blog/seeing-the-elephant.html


11.  What are the three most important aspects of the Battle of First Bull 
Run?  (Think about Jackson, number of deaths, and winning side.)





Wilmer McLean of Manassas, VA



12.  Should 
Civil War sites 
be preserved 
and 
monuments be 
built to 
remember the 
Civil War?

Support your 
opinion with 
facts.


