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Arthur Hall would be proud. What stands here today is the outgrowth of his 
deep. personal admiration for Abraham Lincoln, as well as his decision to attend a 
lecture about Lincoln given by a minister. 

let me explain. Ninety years ago. Arthur Hall wrote to Robert Todd Lincoln, 
seeking permission to use his father's name for the new insurance company that 
Hall and his fellow investors were forming in Fort Wayne. Robert granted 
permission and even sent along a famous photo of Abraham Lincoln - the same 
image that graces $5 bills today. 

About 20 years later. Mr. Hall attended a lecture given by louis A. Warren. 
Although Dr. Warren was a minister, he was also an Abraham lincoln enthusiast and 
now spoke for the Lincoln Union of Northern Indiana - of which Hall was president. 

Hall liked what he heard. He soon persuaded Warren to come to Lincoln 
National and head the newly established Lincoln Historical Research Foundation. 
Hall wasn't sure what he wanted the new foundation to do, but he was certain of why. 
The founder of lincoln National wanted to honor the company's debt to its name
sake. He left it to Dr. Warren and his successors to answer the "what" and the ·how." 

From such pure and passionate motives has evolved the world's largest 
privately owned collection of Lincoln material, as well as The lincoln Museum's 
newsletter, Lincoln Lore- the oldest continuously published periodical solely 
dedicated to Abraham Lincoln. By the way, this souvenir program marks issue 
No. 1 ,842. That's a lot of information about Lincoln! 

In 1992, lincoln National Corporation's Board of Directors agreed with 
senior management that such a national treasure needed to be shared with a greater 
audience. When we discussed moving the museum to a larger metropolitan area for 
greater visibility, the local outcry convinced us to keep the museum at its place of 
origin. Lincoln National's employees roared the loudest to keep the museum here. 

And so, we built a new museum. Our goal was to add excitement and 
increase visibility- without compromising the scholarly reputation it has achieved 
over nearly seven decades. 

While Arthur Hall might not be sure how to master some of the computer 
games we've included in our new facility, I'm certain he'd be proud of the home 
we're opening to house the outgrowth of his dream. After all, Mr. Hall's motives are 
still ours. We've just given his dream a dazzling and sophisticated new environment
all to honor the significant and extraordinary life of our namesake. 
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Welcome to the new Uncoln Museum• And that's JUSt what you'll find - a new 
museum - from htgh-tech exhibits to state-of-the-art research faclf,hes. At30,000 
square feet, the museum is nearly triple the size of 1ts predecessor. Consider that: 

•We oow have 5,400 square feet for collection storage, compared to 400. 

•Our 3.000-square-foot temporary and chang•ng-exh1b1t gallery means we 
can showcase more of our own collect1011 and attract those of others. 
Plus. extensive exhibition-preparation space enables us to design and bu1ld 
new exhibits as well as borrow traveling ones. 

• Our research facilities include modem connections for users bearing 
computer notebooks between their history books 

•Ours 1s among the largest museum stores in the state. 

•We offer two lobbies. a theater and a small meeting room for private 
rentals (The Cabtnet Meebng Room is furnished with the ong•naltable 
and cha~rs used by l.Jncoln Nationals first board of dtrectors.) 

And there's something else that's ~'· too. Our fund•ng status As part 
of The Ltncoln NatiOOal Foundation, The Llncotn Museum has become a nonprofrt 
organizatKJO meamng a percentage of your contnbut1011s are tax deductible. 
Unlike the old museum. the new Uncoln Museum needs your hnanciat support to 
keep Its message v1brant and current. 

You can show your support by becomtng a Lincoln Museum volunteer. 
purchasing a museum membership or contributing to special fund drives. 
Regardless of how you support the museum, you make it posstble for us to continue 
to serve the nation as the pre-eminent museum of Abraham Lincoln's life and times. 

The most exciting feature of this service is The Lincoln Museum's new 
permanent exhibit The 8,000 square foot exhibltts four hmes as large as the former 
one and boasts four theaters. 11 galleries. 18 computerized/hands-on activities. 
and scores of art•facts A detailed behind-the-scenes account on pages four and 
five expla.ns how and why we chose ·Abraham LJncotn and the American 
Experiment" as its theme. 

Please come back to visit us often to see the exc1t1ng new and special 
exhibtts ahead, as well as to study the permanent exh1b1t in greater detail. Most of 
all. enjoy learning how this new chapter in the story of The Uncoln Museum unfolds. 
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The Lincoln Museum is celebrating its reopening with a series of 
special events and exhibits. 

Opening events 
• Gerald R. Ford, 38th U.S. President, serves as keynote speaker 

at Inaugural Opening September 21. 

• David Herbert Donald, two-time Pulitzer Prize winner and Charles Warren 
Professor of American History Emeritus, Harvard University, presents, 

"'Events Have Controlled Me:' lhe Fatalism of Abraham Lincoln," at the 
16th R. Gerald McMurtry Lecture Sept. 22. The lecture series honors 
R. Gerald McMurtry, former Lincoln Museum director. 

• David Rusk. author of Cities Without Suburbs, addresses the Lincoln 
Leadership Conference on Sept. 22, sponsored by the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors and Fort Wayne Mayor Paul Helmke. 

• lan Rolland, chairman and chief executive officer of Lincoln National 
Corporation, and Robert Anker, president and chief operating officer of 
lincoln National Corporation, host a formal evening reception for 
community leaders Sept. 22. 

• William Warfield, vocalist. is guest artist in Fort Wayne Philharmonic's 
Sept. 23 performance of "A Lincoln Portrait," by Aaron Copland 
and Roy Harris. 

• 'Young Mr. Lincoln,' and T1'e Prisoner o Stlllll\ Is and. two 
John Ford-directed films, are presented at the Sept. 24 Lincoln Filmiest 
at the Embassy Theatre. 

• October 1 The Lincoln Museum opens itS doors to the pubfic 

Special exhibits 
Septembe' 17 October 15 The LH'COin Fune~l! TI a 

After a national tour that retraced the route of the original, Professor Wayne 
Wesolowski's scale replica comes to Fort Wayne. The exhibit includes models 
of Lincoln's private coach the "United States," the locomotive 'Nashville," 
and the Springfield hearse with honor guard. 

Seot,. ' 'A. '5 " .a oano a o' a• 10 r- rt 

An "' u-., · (See Page 9) 
From The Gilder Lehrman Collection, in New York, come Lincoln-signed 
copies of two of the most influential documents in American history. 

No <:r ., I" l S ~ "u ~ IS by 
Ma 1e t:l au from e a rmal Po. a G<> "' ~ :sP ,-.. e. 1 

The Smithsonian Institution's traveling exhibit showcases 60 modem 
small format prints, including five of Abraham Lincoln. 

Noll"'"1be .., r r<Jv,. ..,._ e Or r 

The story of the founding executive of The Lincoln National life Insurance Co., 
whose interest in Lincoln led to the b1rth of The Lincoln Museum. (see Page 2) 

N er o ~~ ~ 

Sheldon Hine's photographs capture the monumental qualities of 
"The Hoosier Youth" sculpture by Paul Manship, installed in 1932 at the 
Harrison Street entrance of Lincoln National Life Insurance Co. headquarters. 



From 1ts open1ng through October 15, 1995. The Uncoln Museum will display 
rare Lincoln-Signed copies of two of the most impoflant documents 1n American 
history the Emancipation Proclamation and the Th rteenth Amendment Resolution. 

The Emanc1patoo Proclamation helped transform the CMI War from a 
struggle to reun1te the states into a crusade for human freedom. The preliminary 
Proclamation, issued September 22, 1863. warned the South that on the next 
January 1, slaves 1n states still in rebellion would be "then, thenceforward, and 
forever free: 

Lincoln already had foreseen that the "mere friction and abrasion" of war 
would inevitably doom slavery, but his Proclamation did much to accelerate that 
process. It encouraged slaves to escape, made possible the large scale enlistment 
of African-American soldiers, and demonstrated the federal government's resolve to 
use any means to weaken its enemies. After some initial doubt, public opinion both 
in the North and abroad endorsed Lincoln's act as a clear and lofty policy that 
helped to redeem the Civil War's enormous cost. 

Rare 
Documents 
on Display 
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attempt in 1864, Lincoln persuaded Congress to pass a constitutional arnencnent if' • .,, t t/ 111 .
11 

• · 
banning slavery in January 1865. The Thirteenth Amendment was the first chlrlge ,.,.: • • ':..; • , •.. ' I 011. 
made to the Constitution 1n m<J(e than 60 years and the f1rst substantive change to .... ., ".:... : :;;;:;•. ~";; " .. ~ ..... 
American constitutiOf'lal liberties since the Bill of R1ghts in 1789. .::::" :~ .. ::::;, ., ,_:: ... ·':'::,; ... ,:;::~ ··~ .. 

~ ""--I 0~ IL 0 4.tJ 40 ') ;,. 14. ' 1" .. _, , l6../..._ "'•r L.,.J ,., ..... , , --, ... ,.. ...... ..... , ... 
Lincoln did not live to see the amendment take effect. It became law when :- ..... ~~ ... ~.':.'., .. , .~~~~ ... ".;:;:• .. ;;' .. ,...., .,.,., 

• \r .._, ' 4.,.. •<r • ............, ~ ..... , ., •A. "'~ ... oJ-, .... ~ 
rat1fled by three-fourths of the states in December 1865, eight months after his ... ,.;;~·""··~·:-·•··· ·•'.:.!·• ... ..:.:"· •.,;::,~·..,,." ...... ,, 

• • • , , , • • • Jo~r._..,. r.,~,.. fi'T-1 ' •'"""• -..... ,... ., ,.._ 1 ">\t~r ,._ ., • ... f., 
assass1nat1on. The last state to rat1ly the amendment was MISSISSippi, Ylflith d1d .;::-:;~..:::.."'"'",;;."~·~":., "''•....::: ~·- ;;:,"' ..... ,':':••..: . ~~-~ ·- , ... , ... ,.~ .,._,., .... .., /'~-... ,, ... 
so 1n 1995,130years later. _ .,..., ,.~ ... -:.···•·."~;:•-,.,_. •• ... .., "···~ 

,.....:......,~ :;: •'-i..;,~ ..... u;.~..~~~_,.,, ......... , .. 
The Emancipation Proclamation on display is among the 48 ~of "-• .... -:;:-; .. ...._-., .,,-;:--.., ~ .......... ~-::::--. ...... .... ,...,., ~ ~ t....., ,..,... -.. ...... ,,.._-..._, 

the ·authonzed" edition, printed by Charles G. Leland and George H. er ::::.·· .. "'; .... (,,. ....., ..... ..._~., ... ,.,"':;.:::-.. !;: 
and sold 1n 1864 to benefit soldiers' hospitals ITIIIII'Unld by the U.S. ;:.:.;;:::_::::.~$~·,..,...._ ""~ ... ~.::::::;-"":.:::.. .... ::::,_ • ..... ...... ~ .... ~..,.......... -.., . ... ....._ 
Sanitary CommiSSIOn. It IS signed by l..ilcoln, SeCietary of Slate H. ..., :._.,..., ;;:_" •• ;7..,-., t' ~"'"'.., '..._.,.._ - "'-o..: 
Sewar G •.....,.; "'""' -~ .... ........._ ~ ... ..,...:::.:._7., ... .,...,.. d, and personal secretary John . Nicolay. .... ... ""-~·...!'...~;;;::'~...;..-...,,.:-_ ......... 

~~-· .j--c:,-.,;._--<....._ -·~ _ ___,_-~.... t,..._:-...,. 
The Thirteenth Amendment Resolution on display ss a ~.,---...."'* ~~ ·~.,.~ .... ...,"""'-....... ,.. ...... f,~_,......._~ ...... '~ ,, -:- ' r.:.::_• ... ':"' .. ,;:"" .... -.,-.:::: .... ..:.,., 

copy Signed by Uncoln, Speaker of the House Schuyler Cotfax, .:;.,-..~·-~"" ,..._• -~· ..... ~~~ ~ .... ~., • .... ,~~~ ... , ..... ,u.---. ... ~~-..... ., c.,.., ....,.,. .. 
President Hannibal Hamlin, and 36 senators. It is one of13 .....,.., - .. , •• ,. >w:·• •....:::· .• ..,,. '" o,;~ "....;';•-.... . ~A>'· b lh p 'd land mostl'kely 1'61'\t!IINW't .....,':'~.::lt .... ~ ,.,. ........ ,""'~ ....... ,.:-"•\,,. ,,4 

.. ,~~wt. t~ "'-t"'. 
SIQ• n;IV y e res1 en was • P•V)ooi'UIVW as a ::.,Poo ...... ~~.,.,.., :......., ~.~, .. , ,.,;: :"'' ''"'::-'· ... .,! .. :-; ~~ .. (~,;''· ... .:.:: 
for one of the Senators who helped to pass the amendment. '" """'•" b ............. .,, •'" '" • ""• .. :t'!·•...:..: ...... : 

Lincoln's signature on this document is unusual bec:&IJl 
presidents do not normally approve or sign amendment 
resolutions before they are sent to the states for ratification. 
houses of Congress cenand lincoln for breiiiWlg this 
perhaps fearing that his approval of lhis constitutional 
amendment would imply a ptesidel dial ri(tt not 10 
approve others. 

These documents on display at The L.incoln 
are on loan from The Gilder Lehrman Colection, on 
at the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York. 
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PoooiO 

Preservation and exhibition pose one of life's great paradoxes for 
museums: Museums exist to make their collections accessible to the public, 
while still preserving those collections for generations to follow. In the case of 
The Lincoln Museum. that means preserving approximately 200 documents 
signed by Lincoln. his wallet and shawl. and many other period artifacts 
and family belongings. 

Environment is the factor most critical to the well-being of historical 
artifacts. Temperature, relative humidity. air quality, and light levels all must be 
controlled and monitored. 

The Lincoln Museum's heating/ventilating/air-conditioning 
system maintains a temperature within five degrees of 
68 degrees Fahrenheit and a relative humidity level between 
45 percent and 55 percent. The system also filters the air to 
eliminate dust, gasses from air pollution and other harmful 
particles. In the process. the system exchanges the air several 
times per hour, helping to protect the collections against 
insects, mold or mildew, all of which much prefer stagnant, 
damp, warm air. 

All fight causes damage, with ultraviolet light (UV) being 
the worst offender. While sunlight is the major source of UV. 
fluorescent light also produces damaging amounts. Thus. all 
light fixtures within The Lincoln Museum's exhibit areas include 
filters that eliminate UV Camera flashes are another culprit -
especially when you consider that one flash produces UV 
effects comparable to a day's worth of sunlight - which explains 
why The Lincoln Museum asks visitors to hold the flash in 
exhibit areas. 

In addition to proper storage, artifacts selected for 
exhibition need to be monitored and removed from exhibit to "rest" in the dark 
with controlled storage conditions when damage is noted. 

Another major source of grief for artifacts is the "human touch." 
Which brings up another paradox. Human touch is what makes many artifacts 
interesting and valuable. The wear and tear on Lincoln's legal wallet from 
everyday use makes it more interesting than if he had simply stored it in a box 
for posterity. But wear from subsequent owners detracts from the interest created 
by Lincoln. That's why all visitor-touchable fiems in The Lincoln Museum's 
permanent exhibit are reproductions: all artifacts are protected from contact 

And so the paradox continues for The Lincoln Museum. as we balance 
the need for both preservation and exhibition. 

About tlJe Collections Mmwger./Arci>II-L<I 

Carolyn Pftts·Tex/ey }Oitwd The Lincoln Museum in Felmlary 1994. 
She previously seroed as Archivist for the Cratlbrook Educalionol Community 
i11 Bloomfield Hills, Micbigan, a11d bolds an M.S. in Library Science from 

Way11e State Ut1iversif)< 
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