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LINCOLN'S DEATHBED 
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FIGURE 1. Photograph by Julius Ulke. See story inside. 
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2 I.INCOLN LORE 

A$ tht morning light crept into the diAhtvtled room of 
William T Clark on April 15, 1865, one orthe uPGI.air$ boordel'$ 
carried his cammt into the room. Clark roomed in tht houRt 
of William Pel.t>rwen, and the Preaidentofthe Unil.t'd Sta,.. had 
JUst doed on Clnrk'e bed Theeamerman was Julius Ulke, who, 
with hoo brother Henry, had been up all night fetd>in~t water 
for the dortoro 

Tir{l(i though they were, everyone sensed the historical impor 
tan«ohhe tvtnt8ju&L witnessed in Clark's humblf littl(ltroom 
Julius Ulke npporently sensed lhe commercial pogsibihti~ in 
the situation us well. He and his brother were artistic, but iL 
was difficult to muke o living as an artist in bustlinf(, com 
merce-minded Americ-.a. J ulius photographed J>001' 1e in Wo.8h· 
ington. selling hill littJc I)U()(!r pictures mounted on stiff enrds 
with his nomo J)rink'd on lhc back. Henry, after o Rtint R8 nn 
illustrator in New York, made his living pain ling lhc portraits 
of Wa8hinsrton's bure.uue:rats and politicians. 

Julius Ulkc knew Lhut.Americans wouJd be curious lO know 
what Loncoln's deathbed looked like, and he w88just the man 
to show them. ~·al.t' S<emed to have played into hi• hands, 
bringing t.h._. Amrrican historical event of the century olmost 
to his very doorol('p. He took at least two photographs of the 
8C<'ne before Clark cleaned up his room. Eventually, he 
mounl.fd on{' of the pictutt'S on a stiff card and had o captaon 
c.nre(ully ltt~red on it.; "'View o( the room in which Prt>sident 
Lincoln doed . " 
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278 Pennsylvania. Avenue, 

WA.S RJNGTOll, D.C. 
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Others snoffed the ocent of profit that hung about the hulc 
boardong houoe. Albert llerghaus. special artist for Fronk 
fRH/u>s /1/u•trot...J JII.'I<S/)(l~f. had followed P .... idcnt lJnCOJn FIGURE 3. Credit on the back o f n Ulko pho tograph. 
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FIG Un g 2. A KeUogglithogrnph show• Julius Ulkc ut far le n. 
I~ C..bnuyOJtd AflllftUft 
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FIGURE 4. Henry Ulke ttppears with a top hat at left in &!ward Mendel's lithograph, based on Berghaus's illustration. 

t.o Richmond less than two weeks earlier, LO <:aplure the scene 
of what proved to be his last triumph. On EasiA!r Sunday, April 
16. 8e.rghaus was at the Petersen house sketching the scene 
and asking the boarders who was present when Lincoln died. 
Most of the boarders saw to it that t hey were immortalized in 
Berghaus's sketch, for they placed Salmon P. Chose at the 
scene and he was not there in fact. Both the Ulkes appeared 
in the picture. LeslkS devoted a double issue w Lin<.:oln 's 
assassinal:ion and depended heavily on &:rghaus's work as the 
centerpiece of their sensational appeal. 

Julius Ulkc, however, was de-stined not to reali:w anything 
f.rom his photographs. The president's widow had forbidden 
photographs of her shun husband, and the War Department 
saw to t.he destruction of some photographs of Lincoln·s body 
lying in state. The enterprising photographer probably read 
about this in the newspapers and decided not to try to sell his 
photographs. 

They remained in the family for years and became wrinkled 
and torn, but from all evidence no copies were made. One of 
Ulke's photographs is well known from publication in Life 
maga~ine in 1961 and in Doro&hy Meserve Kunhardt and 
Philip B. Kunhardl, Jr.'s 11<!enty /)ays in 1965. The other 
photograph was recently acquired by the Louis A. Warren 
Lincoln Library and Museum and is reproduced on the cover 
of this issue of Lincoln Lore. 

What became of Julius Ulke after 1865 is not known, but his 
brother Henry attained considerable prominence as a painter 
of the prominent personalities in Washington. One of these was 
Edwin M. Stanton, who had been presentat Linooln'sdeathbed 
and whose destruction of coffin photographs of the martyred 
president had perhaps ruined Julius's hopes for commercial 
gain from his photographs. When Henry Ulke painted Stan· 
ton, he chose a pose highly rcminisoont ofthe pose Albert Berg· 
haus had used in his influential illustration of the deathbed 
scene for Us.lie's. The Stanton portrait suggests that Henry 
Ulkemay have hoped toexploitthesceneatthe Petersen house 
as well. 

/lhtlfJn(J/ /t,rl.rod Gall~·ry. !$m1liulo'ltCll'l /niMJlu.t!Oit, 
1.06hl'¥.~. D.C. 

f'IGURE 5. Henry Ulke's partraitof &!win M. Stanton. 
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The Illinois S tate Historical Society's 1985 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The l l linoisState Historica l Society is seek ing proposals fo r papers, o r sessions, to 
be de li ~~e red at the Sixth Annua l Symposium on Il linois History, November29 and 
30, 1985. Papers. or sessions, wi ll be conside red on any aspect o f the h istory. 
litera tu re, art and cu l ture, politics. geography. a rcheo logy. anthropology, and 
related fields of I l linois and/ o r the O hio and Mississippi Va l leys. The Symposium 
will be held In Springfield. 

Individuals who wish to submit proposals should send a three hundred to six 
hund red word summary, along wi th resu mes of in tended participants, to: 

Roger D. Bridges, Head of UbraJY Se!Vices 
Dlinois State Hlstorlcal UbraJY 

Old State Capitol 
Springfield. Illinois 62706 

Proposals must be received by April 2, 1985. 1ndividuals will be noofied of the Committee's 
decision by June 3. 1985. 

~t.~rrl Commiuet Chaitmtm: Robert W, Mc:Ougg;!tg~.l.oyo&ll ~ol Chicogo:MemiK!rs: RodnteyO. Da~. Knox 
College: Raymond E. HoluS~et, Waubonsee Community COllege; Carol~ Eastern Illinois OniYenity; Robert P. Howo:lrd. 
Springfldd; Robert M. McColley. O~Wersity ol l linois-CMbono/CMITPiign; John Y, Simon.. Soothem llllnds On!Ytrsity
CAtbont::We! Rc:btn E. Sterling. Joliet Junior Coltgto.; and Donald F. T'.ng~. Eas.tern l linoi$ University. 
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