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Prisons and P olitics in the Election of 1864 

Number 1730 

The Louoo A Warren Uncoln Ubrary and Museum rt"Cently I regard lhe nec:e!Sity of •ffecting an exehonae upon any 
acquired one of lhe most curious broadsides or tht 1864 lmi· ttnns that can be g-ot. I "-enture to mokeanoLheTsuggestion in 
dential caml)l.ugn. Printed in Philadelphia, the pro-Lincoln the e"\'ent the Yankees refuse to exchansre ot all his this: To 
poster contaaned a atatement by a Pennsylvania cavalryman find out all the prisoner$ (\\•ho ore privatea:) who are opposed 
named Frankhn Schwenk. Confederates had captured hom on 10 Unc:oln. and 10 parole and ....,d !hem home. at the same 
March 9, 1864, and he eventually landed in a hospital for pn8 time addressing a communication Lhroufth Ould co theiroom-
onent of war in Richmond, Virginia. Schwenk wu paro1M missioner o( exchange. saying thot as the-y had auempled to 
when. in AuscusL. 1864, he promised thedirectoro(the hospital deceive their people ~ith the statement thai we would not 
that he would go home to ,·ot.e for George B. McClellan in the agree to a fair exchange, we &e-nd tht'Se prisoners home on 
upcomin_g elrction. parole as practical evidence o( our wi&hes And views about an 

It 80und.e like rnnk propaganda. does it not? Given the exchange. M the Yankees hove ot dtffel"('nt timet forwttrded 
emphasis in the existing litera· r--.r--~rrw;naftl'fPr our prisone-re without notice or 
ture on the patriotic excesses of ogretment they cannot oom· 
the Union-Republican C$ m· ploin or take t XOOIH.ion to our 
pniscn in 1$64, one sniffs in this 11 , , doing the snme thing. By this 
sheet o typic.ol effort to brand courM: we accomplish at least 

the Democratic nominee with ~ ~ I 0 N s 0 L D I ~ R ' three thingt: First, we get pro-Confederotism. Des pi"' lhe I ' clear of feeding ond guarding 
trappintl• of offidoldom which 1 t that many pri80nen1; second, 
adorn the JJOidier's affidavit, the • we give that mnny voteS and 
witn{'f!l8f8 nnd the signature of influence against Lincoln's 
loeal JU8toct> of th• peace, one :YO:\ ['• .Q.\ I Ll() l Ol .\'I' \ • •• · <lection: third. w< show lhe 
cannot help having a hunch '- Yank~ people that Uncoln is 
that Franklin Schwenk. if he l't.f'uu ... lh •t•Vt"•rtJ lwlurr "''" • J u .. rh."T ul tlJ\' t*c-tan! reJusmgtoexcbangefOTpoliti· 
rtally txis.ttd. lied and Lhat iu.uJJ,.,-tlu••••lldlu\luh l K \'\~LI'""'t:l\\ l_'\~vtlliper calpUJ'l)OMI.WeefTecte'\'er)'· 
MeMre. Royer, Pannapacker, 1'-.,,kJ..-un· e-.~u .. tut'- \l,wtw,ouJrQ Wuol) •ud 'l•t'-' vi thing except Ret.ting our own 
and Kratz were scheming prieonent, and tha~ I think. 
Repubbcana. t' .. uh .. \h.w•• •1}n'"h· vtlo. U. I:Jtb H~~~ t'c-un .. !haaua will follow. With propel' efforts 

Relea.rch beatl hunches in t.:•"•ln " 1•u_ un lu .. ~'101111 '-*111 JrJJv~th 11-.ud ..._.~,that the right kind of prisoners 
hietory any day. A check of the "'" d •• -HI h d .. ~ ot \l•r• I, l...U.I, bt' .... tak""n 1,..-i..,,.u.er lh.·ar could be selected. Only be sure 
Offic,al Rcrordt of th~ \Vor of Bri ... tvo· 'tutitm \ 1F\Ciui•, uud '"'' ' ' \ll!'t"l ,,, Ji.>llt' 151..- ~ri.,vu, to Jet no more officers be ex· 
the Relx:llion reveals that the aud lhm• llw1u-t' t•J (:,.~~t•ral lhtoot;it~l ~"· :.!I. iu Ridmwud.. changed. They should be heJd 
Confederate government did at 1'httt "" tlu· ln_,l d •• , uf \u~u,l , 11')0.1. tl•.- Oirt'(Cor or ..aid as hoswges for the good treat-
IOOBt consider U 8Cheme to parole a.., .. ,,hul ,,uih~l upuu him u&&d IU'QftO.,t>d to ~rol~ l1im !lud ment of our pri80ners.. I write 
Union priHOncra of war who p..•ra1u1 hi111 tu n•luru hw•H· If' h•• wouhl \'ut~ rur OEOUOR in haste to acnd by private 
would vote a"oinat Abraham ~- ~It< '1.1•:1.1. \ ~ hi tilt• tta;tJro"'·hiug 1-o!IPt•rion. 'l'hat ht", honde. but will add that lhe 
Uncoln in 1864. The ideo came feelinu in the army and ooun· Ch{' Nlitl Fnwkliu Si·ll•t•uk , in ortlt't tu t"M"Opoe frum ~Cdr "' 
(rom Howell Cobb's fertile brain. b'y iM improving. 
Cobb. once a le.oder of the seces- uliuu lUitl Ht•bt•l olr\tth) • did mnl..~ lllf-id promi-.e. and Very tnlly, your friend. 
8ion movement in Georgia and tbereitut• \\O .. JMil'nlt·d. Tht' I!IIUd t' rBul..liu l:>l.·h~(·nk rurtber HOWELL coea 
now 8 Con federate major· ill)!. u•uJ,.r hi .. ~1.-•on tl~Hih. thai ull tbt.• prbou,·~ vr -.id l1lysles s. Grsnt. who realized 
general1n command of the Dis· Bv. ... JH11U- •hu t'Nukl) twd po"ahHI} •id cbal tht~ "v"ld. that auperior numbers were the 
triet of Georgia. wrote the letter Yott l••t \lHt \II\ \1 l.l~l.\H ... , .-ert uvl pen,lct-1 but greatea.t odvantaKt the North 
to &he 5t<ft&ary of War in rEt•ilu--.lm ,.iJ Ut· .. t•it•l poeseuM, had tnded the prison· 
Richmoncl t.n er exch&nRH the preceding 

HEADQUARTERS FllA!fJU.Dr I SCHWENK. oprinjl on lhe lh....,. that each 
GEORGIA RESERVES. "' , ,.,.~ • , ••"'" Confederate eoldier waa mo..., 
Macon. Ga., J II .\ t:tll;.\ IIO\ .,_K \1 0 important 10 lhe Confederacy 
Sep~ember 9, 1864. !han each Union soldier waa 10 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ~.\Ill t..I. l'.l :\;\.II'.I(;IU:.ll lhe Union. Cobb's letter is one 
Secretary of War, ~"uu. ""J ""~·utk:J Cu lktur~ m~. tbc tl.-.. eutb d.a~ or of many proof8 that Grant. wa;; 
Richmond, Va.: lktul,.-r. 1~1 correct. 

MY DEAR SIR: I woograti· B.JilNltY W . KRATZ. Cobb'sletl<!risolaoprooflhat 
fied to learn from your Jetter Juttke of tht Peace. Franklin Schwenk's affidavit 
thot you fully concurred in the WOB not ruJ fantastic as it may 

'I r h f t.MIAJWuA. Wcmll d Th I . ed nece881 y o on exc onge o 1.,MO/_,./,.twarytmd ~tuw.m eou.n now. c cttcr gam 
prisoncra. The more I reflect careful coneiderotion. Secretary 
upon it lhe mo..., important do FIGURE 1. Broadside. 12" x 19·112". of War Seddon referTed it t<o 
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Colonel Robtrt Ould, who wutheConfederateoffio.rin charge 
of pnsoner txchansa 

SEPTEMBER 14, 11!64 
Ro.lpoct(ully returned 10 the Honorable Secretary of War 
My view of the mau.,r i3that"~ had bettersendoffdioabled 

men and thOH whose term of service has expired co the extent 
of the .. mrumng unexchanged Vicksburg men. I doubt the 
potiey of 1101ng further. The Yankees will force the men wh001e 
t«m or..,..;.., hM unexpired into the field, regan! lea of ony 
porole which they may give. They have done so heretofore. If 
we send more thon the Vicksburg capture it will tend to 
weaken the pre88ure which is now bearing upon Uncoln, and 
which, I doubt not. will force him very soon into nn exchonae. 
I fully fij(J'OO 03 10 the policy of retaining officers (except dio· 
a bled). Very much depends upon our holding on tO thi• policy. 

RO.OULO, 
Agent of Exchange. 

AlthouRh Ould •wered clea.r of commenting dir<oe:tly on the 
politlCill 88J)ect of Cobb'o ocheme, he did add the important eon· 
l!ideration thot they ohould release mainly di3abled prioonero 
80 that the Union couJd not put them back in the ranks to fight 
again. That oon,ideration is consistent v.;th Schwenk's hDVlOif 
been .. le03ed from a Richmond hospital Seddon finally
on Cobb's letter. .. Jo"'or conferenoe with the PresidenL .. 

Th• ....,ulu of that eonferonc:e are not readily availabl• 
Schwenk's affidavit anditates that Jefferson Davis may have 
tried Cobb't ttm"'gem, no amended by Robert Ould. 1\'ha~ver 
the <811<, Cobb's letter io proof that the political chatR .. wh~eh 
oppear 10 nim.8y broodsidee and in the bloated rhetoric of ca.ndi· 
dates on the ttump alw~s merit the historian 'seareful tutention. 

Civil War Institute 
at Gettysburg College 

Tho first Oett,vobur" Summer Institute on the Civil Wor will 
b<l held June 26th rough July 2, 1983. Thecentml themeoofthc 
Institute, the Civil Wor, the BattleofGettysburg, and Abraham 
Lincoln will be opprooched from a v.<ide variety of per8pecLivct: 
- hi8tory,littratu~. film, the arts. music, museum and bottle
field toul'8. and more. The Institute will be open Lo aU but mny 
give preference to high 8Choo1 students, especially &ophomorea 
and juniort. The total cost is $235. A nationaUy known faculty 
will k'ach at the lnotitu~ The Din!dor is Gabor $. Boritt, 
author of the acclftlmed book unroln and th• &onoml<oo(th• 
Amt>IJ("((fl Drt1Jm 01 well as of many a.rticlM in Cn;tl War II•• 
tor>· and otheor JQUmaJ.s and or the forthcoming history of lhe 
Civil War in llorld Book Encyt:lo/1Mia. lnquiri .. about th• 
Institute should bt dJrec<ed 10 Prof..,;or Boriu at GetlyobutR 
College, Oettyobur~. Penn~ylvania 17325. 

F""" tM ~ Ai M'Gn\'" 
l.Utcoln Ll.btaey and M~m 

FIGU RE 2. Pcnnsylvunia Rallat Oe ttysburg College
un o uts to ndl ng liberal a rts college today- served ns o 
hospital ror bo th Confederate and Union tt"()OJJ8 in 
1863. Stude n ts s li II de bate the question whethe r Gen 
eral Rober t E. Lee u8ed the cupc>la as an observotion 
post durJnsr the baUle. 

PROGRAM 

Sunday, June 26 
E•'Cfling Students am\oe 

Regis11at100 and Recept1on 

Monday, June 27 
Morning William C. Davis. 'The C1vil War-The Long 

View'' 
Altemoon Steven Sylvia and Mike O'Donnell, "Collecting 

Civil War Relics" 
Evening The Horse Soldiers. starring John Wayne 

Discussion ol fil111 Jed by William A. l'rassanito 

The&day, June 28 
Morning Roberl L Bloom, '1lle Ceuysburg Camprugn; 

Then and Now" -A Slide Presentation 
Afternoon '1lle Sights and Sounds of Baule"-The 

Electric: Map and Cyclorama, Gettysburg 
National Military Pad< 

E•oemng William A. f'rnssan1t0, "Getl)~rg; A .loumey 
in Time .. 

Wednesday, June 29 
Morning Marl< E. Neely, Jr., "Abrnham Lincoln: The 

Me moon 
Evening 

Looming Presence" 
Battlefield tour led by Col Jacob Sheads 
Adam Borit and Gabor S. Borin. '1lle President 
\Vho Was to Die in 1866: Uncoln and the 
Marfan Syndrome" 

ThlU"'Iday, June 30 
Moming John K U.uimer, 'The President Who Died 

in 1865: Medical and Balh>tiC Questions 
SuiTOunding the Uncoln Assassmahon" 

Afternoon Bill Bowling, Becky L)ons, Ste-oe WnghL 
"Civil WarTimes: A Con•oersatlon between 
Mr. l.inooln.A Woman, and A Sokl.erolthe 
1860's" -A Panel DiscuSSIOn 

E•'Cfltng Tire Red Bodge of Courage. stamng Audie 
Murphy. 
Discussion or film Jed by Roben s 
Predrid<son. 

Friday, July I 
Morning Harold Holter, "Lincoln and the Artists" 
Afternoon Civil War Encampment and Reenactment. 

Getrysburg National Militaty Park 
Visit to the Ceuysbl.~rg National Cemctel)' 

Evening Picnic by the Po1'1d 
Ci,;l War Music by the West Ontanna String 
Band 

Saturday, July 2 
Morning Students depart 
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ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ILLINOIS HISTORY SYMPOSIUM 
December 2-3, 1983 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
The Illinois State Historical Society is seeking proposals for papers, or 
sessions, to be delivered at the Fourth Annual Symposium on Illi nois 
History, December 2·3, 1983. Papers, or sessions, will be considered on 
any aspect of the history, literature, art and cul ture, poli tics, 
geography, archeology, anthropology, and re lated fields of Illinois 
and/or the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys. The Symposium will be held 
in Springfield. 

Individuals who wish to submit proposals should send a three hundred 
to six hundred word summary, along with resumes of intended 
participants, to 

ROGER D. BRIDGES, DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

OLD STATE CAPITOL 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706 

Proposals must be received by April 15, 1983. Individuals will be 
notified of the Committee's decision by June 1, 1983. 

Members of the Symposium Committee are Robert W. McCiuggage, chairman, 
Loyola University of Chicago; Rodney 0. Davis, Knox Col lege; Raymond E. Hauser, 
Waubonsee Community College; Carol Helwig, Eastern Illinois University; Patricia 
Henry, Sangamon County Historical Society; Robert P. Howard, Springfield; Robert 
M. McColley, University of Illinois- Urbana/Champaign; John Y. Simon, Southern 
Illi nois University-Carbondale; Robert E. Sterling, Joliet Junior College; and Donald 
F. Tingley, Eastern Illinois University. 
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The Abraham Lincoln Association 
in cooperation with the 

Illinois State Historical Society 
announces a 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

for the Eleventh Annual 

Abraham Lincoln Symposium 
February 12, 1984 

The Association is seeking proposals for papers to be delivered at the Eleventh 
Annual Abraham Lincoln Symposium on February 12, 1984. It will be held in 
the Hall of Representatives, Old State Capitol, Springfield, Illinois. Papers on 
any phase of Lincoln's career or his relationships with associates or to events 
will be considered. Individuals are invited to submit a 300- to 600-word pro
posal or abstract along with a personal resume to 

ROGER D . BRIDGES, Chairm an 
Lincoln Symposium Committee 
Illinois State Historical Library 

Old State Capitol 
Springfield, IL 62706 

The proposal must be received by August 10, 1983. Individuals will be notified 
of the Committee's decision by September 1, 1983. Papers accepted for the 
Symposium will be considered for publication by the Association. 
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