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THE WHIG FAITHFUL IN SPRINGFIELD

When Abraham Lincoln left New Salem for Springfield in
1837, he left one Whig town for another. The Whigs of central
Illinois would be Lincoln’s major preoccupation for over two
decades. As late as 1858, he was fighting Stephen A. Douglas
for the votes of the “0ld Whigs,” then thought to constitute the
essential swing vote in [llinois's senatorial contest. [llinais no
longer had oral voting after 1848, and studying the Whigs in
the 18503 is a matter of inference, correlation, and guesswork.
The poll books of the 18408, however, allow historians to find
out who lllincis’s Whigs really were.

Since the poll books list voters by name and note their votes,
it is possible to draw up a list of the Whigs in Springfield. By
searching for their names in the census records of Sangamon
County, one can discover the age, place of birth, sceupation,
value of real estate, and (to some extent) location of these
Whigs. It 18 a de
cidedly laborious
undertaking and
not without its own
elements of impre-
cigion. The census
occurred only  at
ten-vear intervals.
Elections occurred
throughout the de-
cades, and it is no
mean feat to find
volers in a census
taken two or three
or more years be-
fore or after the
election. Chirogra-
phy adds madden-
ing obstacles to the
path of the student
of woting. The
clerks who re-
corded the woters’
names sometimes
wrote legibly and
sometimes did not.
From election to
election, they iden-
tified the same
voter differently.
The “Caleb Bur-
chell” of 1848 is pretty clearly the “C. Burchell” of 1846 and the
“Caleb Burchatt"” of the 1850 census, but what does one make of
the many John Smiths? Is “Jo Smith” also “J.M. Smith”? The
census taker adds still another batch of penmanship, incon-
sistency, and idioeynerasy in recording names and initials. All
forms of voting analysis have their pitfalls, and the poll books
at least offer a way to know how the individuals in Lincoln's
Springfield voted. It seems well worth the effort.

An analysis of the congressional elections in Springfield in
1843, 1846, and 1848 provides us our first really intimate

glimpse of the voting behavior which most affected Lincoln's
life. This Lincoln Lore will focus on what might be called per-
sistent Whig voters in Lineoln's Springfield. By comparing the
lists of Whig voters in the three elections with each other, [ have
found those voters who voted for the Whig candidate for Con-
gress at least twice in those three elections and who never voted
any other way. Nineteenth-century voters were notoriously
regular and rarely switched parties, so this latter qualification
excludes only a few voters who switched parties or who
scratched both parties’ congressional candidates while voting
for minor offices.

Interestingly enough, this qualifieation does exclude Abra-
ham Lincoln from the list. He was 8o miffed in 1843 at John
Hardin's nomination for Congress that he voted for minor
offices but did not state a preference for Hardin or his Demo-

1 § cratic opponent,
James A. Mec-
Dougall. Im 1848
Lincoln was in
Washington, serv-
ing his own con-
gressional term,
and he failed to
vote in the election
which made Dem-
ocrat Thomas L.
Harris Lincoln’s
successor in the
House of Hepre-
sentatives. There-
fore, Lincoln did
not vote twice in
these three elec
tions for the Whig
candidate for Con-
gress, and he fails
to be a persistent
Whig voter by the
technical stan-
dards of this study.

Lincoln's case
also  provides an
example of the
problems involved
in using the cen-
sus. In the 1850
census, the one used for this study, Lincoln is listed as a forty-
yvear-old attorney-at-law, born in Kentucky. The census taker
made no estimate of the value of his real estate. Because
Lincoln eventually became a famous man, we know a great
deal about him—including the fact that by 1850 he owned his
home and the lot it sat on as well as other property. Without this
special knowledge, however, one would have to list Lincoln asa
voter with no real estate. The census is inaccurate in this case
and likely so in others. It is, however, the best evidence at hand
for the myriads of more obscure Whigs in Springfield.
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FIGURE 1. An illustrator's depiction of a Whig rally in 1840 (from James
Baldwin's Abraham Lincoln: A True Life).
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The three elections used for this study showed the following
results in Sangamon County:

Total  John J Hardin (W) James A. McDougall (DY (ther

1843 2808 1694 1160 14
Abraham Lineoln (W)  Peter Cartwright (D} Other
1546 2304 1535 845 14

Stephen T. Logan (W) Thomas L. Harris (D)
1649 :

1.I

1548 3045
For comparison, the results of the Presidential elections in
Sangamon County in the same period were:

Total William H. Harrison (W) Martin Van Buren (D)

1840 3249 2000 1249
Henry Clay (W) James K. Polk ([})
1844 3208 1837 1371
Zachary Tavlor (W) Lewes Cass (1) Other
1848 3326 1943 LG 47

Springfield's totals for the three congressional contests were;
Total JohnJ. Hardin (W) James A, McDougall (D) Other

1843 1208 727 473 B
Abraham Lincaln (W) Peter Cartwright (1} Other

1846 1383 49149 450 14
Stephen T. Logan (W} Thomas L. Harris (D)

1848 1553 BR5 BG5S

Umne page of the 1843 poll books is missing, leaving the names

and votes of 29 voters in that election a mystery.

Of the Springfield citizens who voted for the Whig candidate
for Congress in 1843, 1846, and 1848, 352 were persistent Whig
voters. Of those 352, 103 were not listed in the 1850 census orin
John C. Powers's History of the Early Settlers of Sangamon
County, lliinois. Some information was available on 249 of the
persistent Whig voters in Springfield’s congressional elections,
but age, place of birth, occupation, and value of real estate were
not available for all of these (becanse of omissions in the census
or lack of information in Powers's book). In order to describe
these voters, one needs to define a group of Springfield citizens
for comparison. A similar group of persistent Democratic
voters was established. Of the Springfield ciizens who voted
for the Democratic candidate for Congress in 1843, 1846, and
15848, 160 were persistent Democratic voters, thatis, voted twice
or more for the Democratic candidate for Congress and did not
vote for the Whig candidate in any of the three elections.
Among the persistent Democrats, 101 could be located in the
1850 census or in Powers's work. Full information was not
available on all of these, either.

What, then, were the Whigs like? Of the 245 Whigs and 92
Democrats in the study for whom information on place of birth
was available, the voters were distributed thus:

Place of Birth Whigs
Alabama
Canada
Connecticut
Delaware
England
Ilinois
Indiana
Ireland
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Missouri
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Scotland
South Carolina
Tennessee
Virginia
Vermont
Persistent Whig voters in Springfield, by contrast with per-
sistent Democratic voters, were (1) more likely to have come
from Kentucky or Virginia, (2) much less likely to be Irish,
(3) slightly less likely to hail from slave states other than Vir-
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ginia or Kentucky, and (4) more likely to hail from New En-
gland. All of these conclusions are congistent with other studies
of the differences between Whigs and Democrats except num-
ber 1. This is intriguing, especially in light of the importance of
Kentuckians in the early settlement and formation of Illinois.
A substantial number of those who gave Virginia as their birth-
place had probably spent some time in Kentucky before settling
in [llinois. The pattern of migration from Virginia to Kentucky
to Illinois was common, and an institutional effect of it was the
custom of oral voting itself. Oral voting persisted in Virginia
until 1867 and in Kentucky until 1891. Somehow, those Ken-
tuckians who migrated to central [llinois were more likely to
become Whigs than Democrats. This suggests that the impor-
tance of Lincoln's roots cannot be overestimated. Born in Ken-
tucky, Lincoln courted women borm in Kentucky, joined law
partnerships with three Kentuckians, married a Kentuckian,
had a Kentuckian as his best friend, and voted as other Ken-
tuckians in central Illinois tended to vote.

Breaking the voters down by occupation tends to show more
similarities than differences between Whigs and Democrats.
The reason for this is probably the factor of persistence in vot-
ing. Thoss who voted more steadily than their peers were ob-
viously a steadier lot in what we might call their “lifestyle”
today. The occupations listed in the census ranged from book
binders to speculators, carriage trimmers to confectioners, and
clock pedlars to mayors. Using the categories suggested by
Merle Curti in The Making of an American Community: A
Case Study of Democracy in a Frontier County, ag modified by
Don Harrison Doyle in The Social Order of a Frontier Com-
munity: Jacksonuville, linois, 1825-70, one finds an occupation
distribution for persistent voters as follows:

Whig Democratic
Business-Professional 46 18
Skilled Workers 64 29
Unskilled Workers T 17
MNone 3 2

This distribution excludes the farmers, who constituted by far
the largest single occupation even among Springfield’s voters

Wi
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FIGURE 2. Lincoln’s first stump speech, as shown in
Elbridge S. Brooks's The True Story of Abraham Lin-
coln, the American: Told for Boys and Girls,



FIGURE 3. The American electorate was overwhelmingly rural in the 1840s.

{the precincts were apparently large and included much of the
rural area around Springfield). Thus of the 243 persistent Whig
voters whose occupations could be established from the 1850
census, 123 were farmers. The result for the Democrats was
similar, if not quite so striking: among 97 persistent voters with
identifiable occupations, 31 were farmers,

The fact that most nonfarm persistent voters were business-
men, professionals, or skilled workers—whether they were
Democrats or Whigs—is not surprising. The more successful
people were more likely to remain longer in town to vote and to
be recorded by the census taker. The fact that unskilled workers
made up a larger proportion of the Democratic voters than the
Whigs is congruent with the findings of those studies which say
the Democrats appealed more to the lower orders in society
than the Whigs. More surprising is the ability of the develop-
ment-minded Whigs to appeal to farmers. Of course, in a society
made up overwhelmingly of farmers—as the United States was
in the 1840s—no political party could long exist without win-
ning farmers’ voles. Still, given the Democrats’ essentinlly
agrarinn appeal, one must find the Whigs' ability to attract
farmers a persuasive index of the Whigs’ ability to attract all
kinds of people to their program of economic development.

Steady voters were a relatively prosperous lot. Remaining in
the same place for a substantial period of time brought sco-
nomic success in the burgeoning American West, and economic
success made the Westerner more likely to stay put. The aver
age value of real estate reported for farmers who were persis-
tent Whig voters was $2134, For Democratic farmers who were
persistent voters, it was $1862, Excluding those farmers with
no reported real estate value—probably farm laborers or ten-
ants, one finds the Whigs with an average of $2698 and the
Democrats with an average of $2510. One of the Whig farmers,
James M. Bradford, was a man of conspicoous wealth in real
estate: £15,000 reported in the census. Excluding him, the Whig
average was 2016, still more than the Democratic average of
£1862.

Statisticians usually find it more revealing to classify wealth
by categories. Doyle used a scheme which divided Jackson-
ville's citizens into those with $0 property value, $1 to £999
value, $1000 to $4999 value, and $5000 and up. Adapting this
scheme to Springfield’'s persistent voters who were farmers, one
derives the following distribution of wealth in real estate:

Whig Democratic
E5000 or more 12 3
E1000 to 84994 58 16
31 to $599 11 4
20 29 8

The distribution of real estate was strikingly similar for Whig
and Democratic farmers. 52.7% of the Whigs and 51.6% of the
Democrats reported real estate value from $1000 to $4999
26.3% of the Whigs and 258% of the Democrats listed as
farmers had no real estate reported in the census. Even the
wealthiest farmers, listed with more than $5000 in real estate,
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were about equally represented
among the Whigs (10.9%) and
the Democrats (9. 7%),

These findings are prelimi-
nary ones. Much more can and
will be done with the informa-
tion denived from [llinois’s poll
books. The conditions for inclu-
sion in this study did much, one
suspects, to draw the Whig and
Demoeratic voters closer togeth-
er, statistically. Conclusions
must be tentative at best. There
are, however, interesting clues
for further studies of a similar
nature, If one iz looking for the
roots of Whiggery in central I
nois, Kentucky and Virginia are
obvious places to begin. Anw
tendency 1o think of Whigs as
the commercinl classes must
certainly contend with the fact
of their obvious ability o appeal
to farmers in the environs of
Springfield. These are modest
statements, nothing more than clues, perhaps. But the careful
historical detective will ignore them only at the peril of pursu-
ing false leads that will take him to blind alleys. It is always
better to play the percentages.

From the Lomis A Warren
Lincoln Library and Musrum
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FIGURE 4. Detail of an Illinois poll book for the 1843
election. The voters' names are at the left: candidates'
names are at the top.
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by Mary Jane Hubler

Salections approved by o Bibliography Committes consisting of the following
members: Dr. Kenneth A Bernord, 50 Chatham Road, Horwich Center, Mass. ;
Arnodd Gates, 168 Weyford Terrnce, Garden City, N.Y.; Carl Haverlin, 8618 Louise
Avenue, Northridge, Califormia; James T, Hickey, [llinois State Historical
Library, Old State Capitol, Springfield, lllinois; Ralph G. Newman, 175 E.
Delaware Place, 5112, f.'hlraxu. i ois: l]n;rd Datendorf, 225 Loakoat Dirive, Day-
ton, Ohie; Hon. Fred Schwengel, 200 Maryland Avenue, N_E., Washington, D.C.;
Dr. Wayne C. Temple, 1121 5. 4th Street Court, Springfield, [Hinois. New items
available for consideration may be sent to the above persons, or the Louais A
Warren Lineoln Library and Moseum,
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN ASSOCIATION 1980-17

Papers of the Abraham Lincoln/Association/Volume [1
1980/ Abraham Lincoln And The Recruitment Of Black /Sol-
diers/ By John T. Hubbell, Kent, Ohio/Lincoln And The Prob-
lem Of Race:/A Decade OFf Interpretations/By Arthur
Zilversmit, Lake Forest, [llinois/ Lincoln And Civil Rights For
Blacks’ By Mary Frances Berry, Washington, ID. C./Abraham
Lincoln Association/1980/Editors/Mary Ellen MecElligott
Janice Petterchak/[Copyright 1980 by the Abraham Lincoln
Association. ]

Pamphlet, paper, 8 157167 x 5 157167, 64 (4) pp.. illus, Yearly membership does
inclodé o subscription to this puhlu'll.iu:n. Hﬂinw.'t for information shouold be
directed to the Sﬂ'mr..:r_\-, Abrnham Lincoln Association, Old Siate Capitol,
Springfield, inois 62706

HANDLIN, OSCAR AND LILIAN 1980-18
Oscar and Lilian Handlin/Abraham Linceln/and/The
Union/{Deviee identified as The Library of American Biogra-
phy} An Atlantic Monthly Press Book/Little, Brown and
Company * Boston ® Toronto/[ Copyright 1980 by Oscar and
Lilian Handlin. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced 1n any form or by any electronic or mechanical
means . . . without permission in writing.)
Book, cloth, 8 1727 x 5 5/8°, fr., x p., 304 (100 pp, price, $100.85.

LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 1980-19

Lincoln Memorial University Press/(Device)/Winter 1980/
Val, 82, No, 4/Lincoln Herald’A Magazine devoted to histori-
cal/vesearch in the field of Lincolniana and/ the Civil War, and
to the promotion/of Lincoln Ideals in American/Education./
[Harrogate, Tenn.|

Pamgphlet, flexible boards. 1001 /8" x T 1/8" 4897560 pp., illus., price persingle issue,
L5

LOUIS A. WARREN LINCOLN LIBRARY
AND MUSEUM, THE 1980-20
Lincoln Lore/Bulletin of the Louis A. Warren Lincoln Li-
brary and Museum. Mark E. Neely, Jr., Editor./Mary Jane
Hubler, Editorial Assistant. Published each month by the/Lin-
coln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana
46801 . Number 1703, January 1980 to Number 1708, June
1980,
Folder, poper. 117 x 8 127, 4 pp., illos. Number 1703, Lincoln And Slavery: An
Urverview, January 1980; Number | T4, The Last Book Lincoln Read, February
1980, Numbor 1705, “That Love Affair”: Did William Makepeace Thaver Nearly
Uneaver the Mary Owens Homance?, March 1980; Number 1708, Browning's
Peculinr Turm Ta The Right. April 1980 Number | 707, A Progressive Admiration:
Theadore Roosévelt and Abraham Lincoln, Moy 1930; Number | 708, Elair, June
155

LOUIS A. WARREN LINCOLN LIBRARY
AND MUSEUM, THE 1980-21
Lincoln Lore/Bulletin of the Louis A. Warren Lincoln Li-
brary and Museum. Mark E. Neely, Jr., Editor./Mary Jane
Hubler, Editorial Assistant. Published each month by the/Lin-
coln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana
46801 Number 1709, July 1980 to Number 1714, December
1980,
Folder, paper, 117 x 8 1/27, 4 pp., illus. Number 1 7058 Recent Acquisitions, July
1480; Number 1710, By The People, For The People: Lincoln in Graphic Art, TS50
LAAS, August 1980 Number 1711, By The People, For The Peaple: Lincoln in
Ceraphic Art, 18601865, The Sentimental Counternttack, September 1880 Number
1712, My Lifelong Parsuit Of Lincaln, Dctober 1980; Number 1 713, John Hinckley,

ilr.. And John Wilkes Booth, November 1950 Number 1 714 Index for 1980, Decem-
s 1981,
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BROOKS, FRANKLIN 18981-1
Offprint  From./Dartmouth College/Library Bulletin/Val-
ume XXI (NS) # Number 2/April 1981/{Device)/The Lincoln
Years in the Papers of'Amos and Edward Tuck by Franklin
Brooks/(Cover title)/
Pamphlet, pnper, 97 x 6", 6275 (2} pp.

FREY, HERMAN 5. 1981-2
Abraham Lincoln/By/Herman 5. Frey/(Portrait of Lin-

coln)/(Cover title)/|Copyright 1981 by Herman 8. Frey. Copy-

right in Great Britain 1981, by Herman 3. Frey. Published by

Frey Enterprises, 605 Merritt Street, Nashville, Tennessee

37203.]

Pamphlet, paper, 17 x 8 172 8 pp., illus. on ingide front cover, back has printing

on insade cover and Hlus. on cataide eover, llas, pl‘h’.‘u-..ﬂ.m. Avitogea phed copy by
anthor.

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 1981-3
Minois/History/Volume 34/Number 5/ February 1981/
Abraham Lincoln/A New Lincoln Document—Print/Portraits
of Abraham Lincoln—The/Crisis with Japan—Lincoln and/
the Matson Case—From Coonskin Cap/to High Top Hat—
Lincoln Helps a/Reformer—Tragedy at A"Vache/(Illustration
of Springfield Home)/Lincoln's Return to Springfield/(Cover
title)/[Copyright 1981 by the Illinois State Historical Society.
Published hy the Illinois State Historical Library in coopera-
tion with the [llincis State Historical Society, Old State Capitol,
Springfield, Mlinois 62708.]
Pamphilet, exible bonrds, 9 15167 x 7 147, 100-019 (1) pp., illos.; price, 5¢.

LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY 1981-4
By the People, For the People/ Lincoln in Graphic Art, 1860-
1865/Rotunda of the/Cannon House Office Building /W ash-
ington, D, C./ February 5-March 31, 1981/ ([llustration by Adal-
bert Johann Vaolck)/An exhibit of prints from the Louis A
Warren Lincoln Library and Museum/{Cover title)/| Published
by the Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne,
Indiana 46801.]

Folder, paper, % 1/4" x4 3747, single sheet folded twice, (5) pp., illux,, contains o
brief descriplive history on the exhilit pertaining to the initiation and growth of
the graphic art=s in America during Lincoln’s Presidential vears,

McMURTRY, R. GERALD 1981-5a
My/Lifelong Pursuit/of /'Lincoln/R. Gerald MeMurtry/
MCMLXXXI/Louis A. Warren Lincoln Library and Museum/
Fort Wayne, Indiana/|Copyright 18981 by the Louis A. Warren
Lincoln Library and Museum. Designed and produced by
Heoward N. King. Printed and bound by York Graphic Services,
York, Pennsylvania. ]
Book, paper, % 1/8" x &, fr, 127 (1) pp., illes. Avtographed copy by author

McMURTRY, R. GERALD 1981-5b
Same as above,

112 copies carry 0 publisher's ervor on spine of: “h‘ly I..iF:lnng Parsait of Lincoln’

MeMurtary [sic)l.” Autographed copy by author.

NEWMAN, RALPH GEOFFREY 1981-6a

Abraham Lincoln's/Last Full Measure of Devotion/By
Ralph Geoffrey Newman/With a Forward by/Robert Todd
Lincoln Beckworth [sic]/The Monastery Hill Press/ Chicago,
1981/[Copyright 1981 by Monastery Hill Press. First edition.]

Ministure brochure, deep bloe full leather, 2787 x 2 /8", fr., fd., (48] pp.. harmo-
nizing marbled decorative endpa pees, oused in matching marbled paper coversd
slipease, spine and front cover design stam ped in Z3K gold, illos., price, £7.00. No
1 ITT;.«I'JL limited edition of 249 copies. Hand numbered and autographed copy by
author,

NEWMAN, RALPH GEOFFREY
Same as above.

This deluxe edition iz housed in a matching full leather slipcase and has o tipped in

personalized miniature stamped in gold boakplate, price, $75.00, No, XXXV [35]

of o limited edition of 50 copies, Hand aumbered and autographed copy by author.
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TEMPLE, WAYNE C., DR. 1981-7
Lincaln - Grant/Illincis Militiamen/(Illustration identified
as Illinois National Guard showing state of Illinois, Capt. Lin-
coln and Col. Grant)/by Dr. Wayne C. Temple/iCaver title)/
[Published by the State of Illinois; Military and Naval Depart-
ment Public Affairs and Retention-Recruiting Sections, Feb-
ruary, 1981.]
Pumphlet, Mexible bonrds, & 1227 x5 7716, 34 (2} ppe, illud. Autographed copy by
nathor,

WILSON, DOROTHY CLARKE 1981-8
Lincoln’s/Mothers/ Dorothy Clarke Wilson/A Doubleday-

Galilee Original (Device)/ Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden

City, New York/1981/[Copyright 1981 by Dorothy Clarke Wil-

son. All rights reserved. First edition.]

Book, cloth nnd hardboaeds, 3 7/16" x 5 11/068%, 423 (7] P, price, £13.956.
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