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Thl.e 8-\artlinK And ..e.n..atiom•l nc-...·tnlflr>er brond•lde wu very llk~ly 
publl4hed and distributed in LatayetU, Indiana. and ~l.ut~e the 
name of lhe J'rt:'llld~n\ and the Admlnl11U'8Uon are (Mtured 110 Drotn· 
lnendy it Is conaider«< a Linoe:oln iwm and hAS bet'n plaeoed in the 
FoundAtion's <'Olleetlon. 

In addition to bein~ a neW4 modlll, the bi"'ad.Jlde served aa atatl1> 
nery tor E. C. Bla~k to c:orrspond wil.h hi• cout:in "E. G." who&e 
Initial,. oddly en~h w~re tbe &ame a. hi• ow.,. 

The uuberant young man wrote in mneil on the bottom or the 
bi'OI\d.eido: "I think I 8ball 'IOiunt~r dum otr to tho war. (Write 
t.OOn) E. C. Bl~k." 

Our h<"ro then w~. on the OI>JlOislt.c •ide o( the print((! brocu.l&ldct. 
the following let~r: 

IAttayeue APDril IS. 1861 
Cou.ein .&. (i. 

We a.roe havil'l.j{ exeiting timn here now to d.&¥ tbe cannon Is 
Boominsr and Military Band• IU'e" thrilling thct verry Souls of Union 
men while the 11t.ars nnd slri~ are l>roudly ftoalinK (t'OI'tl aln:aa.t. 
every bOUfM! t.op. BuJJineM or nil kind has almoel 111uepended. Theff 
hu bf.en two volunu-.er eompanie'l orx~tnh:ec.l here and nnothn one i111 
to be org11ni~ tonight. Nothing but wa.r 1.11 talked of here 1\nd 
Laf•yett~ I am. proud to 11ay will l!('nd A ltmre number of men and 
u true •• ~v~r •bouldered a m\akct. in Hrurte F.ver &. (i. 6lnek. 
Give .my lo~ to All, This la th~ ftru. day that- (it) baa not rained 
ht>:re sin« l c.nn r("mem~r you can judze we have bad rain. 

The Clothing Worn by Pres ident Abraham Lincoln 
The Night of His Assassination 

(Continued from the November Issue) 
In 1936 an effort was made by Dorothy K. (Mrs. J. 

Marvin Smith) to sell the clothing. As she hoped that 
the relies might be obtained by a museum where they 
would be adequately exibited and properly eared for, she 
contacted the Lincoln National Life Foundation at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, Chicago HistoricaJ Society and other 
similar institutions. Whi1e no fixed selling price was in .. 
stituted, every pros~ctive buyer understood that the 
negotations would start at around $50,000. In 1935 and 
decades Jater institutional budgets for historical socie
ties could not entertain such an expenditure. 

FinalJy the matter eame to a head in January 19G8 
with the reopening of the restored Ford's Theatre and 
its basement museum. Negotations were instituted by 
Iowa Congressman Fred Schwengel, president of the 
United States Historical Society. Mrs. J. Marvin Smith 
now a resident of Greensboro, North Caro1ina. agreed 
on a purchase price of $26,000. She had previously 
brought the attention of the public ( 1967) to her valuable 
relics by the insertion or an advertisement in the New 
York Tmus: 

Assassination Clothing 
For sale: "'Donn Collection of Lincolninna," consisting 
of clothing worn bf Abraham Lincoln when assassi
nated, with supportmg documents. Buyer$ only- con
tact: William T. Rightsell, Jr. Atwrney at Law, Box 
127 Greensboro, N. c. 27402. 
Congressman Sch,venst"el, working through Henry Lieb

schultz, executive of A TA Foundation, Inc., was success
ful in securing a $26•0.00 gift from the American truck· 
ing industry from universal Oil Products, Bostrum 
division of Des Plaines, fllinois and Milwaukee, 'Viscon
sin, jointly with the An1erican Trucking Association 
Foundation, which enabled the Capiro! Hist<>rieal Society 
w acquire the clothing from llfrs. Smith. On January 23. 
1968 Mr. Schwengel entrusted the suit, with letters 
te5tifying to its authenticity, to Secretary of the In
terior Stewart Udall. 

The clothing, cleaned and completely resl<>red, is !<>day 
on exhibit in the Ford's Theatre Museum where it e:an 
be seen and enjoyed by the countless thous.·mds who visit 
that hisl<>ric building every year. It is regretllble that 
the carriage (now owned by the City of South Bend, 
Indiana) in which ~he Lincoln party traveled to Ford's, 
and the rocking chair (now in Greenfield Village, Dear
born! Michigan) in which Lincoln was shot cannot also 
be paced in their proper environment for display. 
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