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Abraham Lincoln was the
first President of the United
States fo wear a beard, and
in the late months of 1860
and the early months of
1861 practically everybody
was talking about this
“noble hirsute appendage"
which the President - elect
had affected. When Lincoln's
beard first started to grow,
a newspaper reporter with
a whimszical =ense of humor
wrote that “the President
was putting on (h)airs.”

These close to Lineoln in
the Republican party were
quick to point out that
bearded men of action were
now destined to take over
the reins of government
from clean-shaven men who
dressed in broadeloth and
whosze chief attribute was
oratory. The opposition
préss saw “something su-
Eremely ridiculous . . . in

aving ‘a President-elect ...
devote his energies to culti-
vating whiskerz." Neverthe-
less, beards were hecoming
popular in the 1860s.

Perhaps there were sev-
eral pood reasons why Lin-
coln grew a beard while
waiting to assume office.
Lincoln had no illusions
about his appearance, but
no one knows for certain
that he grew whiskers to
cover up hiz homeliness.
Some influential political
leaders in the Republican
party advised a beard to
ive the incoming Presi-
ent a look of distinction.
In the Robert Todd Lincoln
papers of the Library of
Congress, there is a letter
addressed to Lincoln, by the
True Republicans, sugpgest-
ing that he should “culti-
vate whiskers and wear
standing collars.” The let-
ter, dated OQctober 12, 1860,
(thres days before Grace
Bedell wrote Lincoln) fol-
lows:

Detober 12, 1560
To the Hon. Abm. Lincoln
Dear Sir

Allow a
carnest Republicans  to  in-
timate to you, that nafter

number of wvery

Mr. Lincoln’s Whiskers

Fram the Lincoln Nabiemal Life Foundation

Grace Bedell wrote Mr. Lineoln that “*My father has
jusi (come) home from the fair and brought home your
picture and Mr. Hamlin’s.” Further on in her letter she
made the comment that “your face is so thin,” Undoubt-
edly she was referring 1o the “National Republican Chart™
featuring the Presidentinl Campaign of 1860, This broad-
side, measuring 28"x36", was copyrighted in 1860 by H.
H. Lloyd and Co., Ine. through the Clerk®s Office of the
Dhstrict Court for the Southern Distriet of New York. In
a letter to H. W. Fay of DeKalb, llinois, dated April 3,
1890 Mrs. Billings stated that “a glance at the huge and
gaudy poster brought us children by our father was rather
disappointing . . . This political broadside in color is
perhaps one of the most valuable to be found today in
any Lincoln collection. The Foundation has owned an
excellent copy for many years, In 1965 a copy sold for
£300,

oft-repented  views of the
dajuerrestypes ;.  which  we
wiar cas tokens of our de-
voledness o veu: we have
come to the candid determin-
ation that these medals would
be much improved in appear-
nnce, provided you would eul-
tivate whiskers and wear
standing  collars,

Believe us nothing but an
earnest desire that "our can-
didate should be the best
looking ns well ax the best of
the rival eandidates, would
induce us Lo trespass upon
vour valued time.

Your most sincere and
carnest  well wishers

True Republicans

P.8. We renlly fear voles will
be. lost to I.E.‘-Ie cause™ un
our “gentle hints™ are attend.
ed to.

T. B

Address in reply box 1444,
New York City.
C. D L.

It was eleven - year- old
Grace Bedell of Westfield,
New York, who forthright-
ly broached the subject. She
wrote Lincoln that her fath-
er (Norman Bedell, a foun-
dry man) had brought Lin-
coln’s picture home from
the fair, along with that of
Mr. Hamlin (Lincoln's vice-
presidential running mate).
She discreetly pointed out
in her letter that “all the
ladies like whiskers and
they would tease their hus-
bands to vote for vou . . .
If you would let your
whiskers grow.” Grace was
convineing, She wrote, “I
have got four brothers and
part of them will vote for
ou anyway and if vou will
et vour whiskers prow 1
will try to get the rest of
them to vote for you.” She
continued, “You would lock
a great deal better for yvour
face is so thin." Lincoln's
eleven-yvear-old correspon-
dent assured him, “My fath-
er iz going to vote for you
v oo if I was a man I would
vote for you to but I will
try to get evervone to vote
for you that I can.”

Lincoln replied to Grace
on October 19, 1860, “As to
the whiskers, having never
worn any, do you not think
people would call it a piece
of silly affection (&ic) if 1
were to begin now?®"
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From the Lidncoln National Life Fouwndation

This two page letter, preserved by
President: Lincoln, eame inte the pos-
session of Robert Todd Lincoln on
April 15, 1865. Upon his death July
26, 1926 at Manchester, Yermont, the
letter became the property of Mary
Harlan Linecoln. Mrs. Linecoln, think-
ing the letter should become the prop-
erty of Mre. Grace Bedell Billings,
gave the dorument to the Hon., George
A. Dondero, a congressman f{rom
Royal Oak, Michigan, to deliver. Mr.
Dondero, upon offering the letter to
Mrs. Billings, received a letter from
her in 1929 in which she made the
following comment: “It seems quite
wonderful that the letter written al-
most sixty nine years since should ver
be in existenee. [ think youn should
retain it if vou really wish, with my
thanks for vour interest in i.”" Mr.
Dondero accepted the gift; however,
he ook the letter to Delphos. Kansas
and showed it to Mrs. Billings.

The original letter i= today in a
vault in Royal Oak, Michigan. Mr.
Dondero,. in his artiele *Why Lincoln
Wore a Beard,” which appeared in the
July, 1931 issue of the Journal of The
Illineis State Histarieal Society, has
provided a great deal of information
concerning the Bedell family ; namely,
that Grace’s two Republican brothers,
Stephen and Frank, voted for Lincoln,
but her two Demoeratie brothers, Le-
vant and George, voted for Stephen A.
Douglas. The “little baby sister™ was
Eunice Bedell who grew to woman-
hood and died in 1890, Of the ten
children born te Norman Bedell and
Amanda Bedell, five boys and five
girls, Grace outlived them all.

On March 17, 1931. Mrs. Grace
Bedell Rillings wrote Dr. Lomis A.

Warren from Delphos, Kansas, *It
seems so remarkable that the letter
sentl o Mr. Lincoln should still be in
existence, a fact of which 1 was ignor-
ant until a little more than a year
ago.’”

Westfield, Chautaugqua Co., N.Y.

Oct. 15, 1860.
Hon. A. B. Lincoln,
Dear Sir:

My father has just home from
the fair and brought home your
picture and Mr. Hamlin's. I am a
little girl only eleven wears old,
but want you should be President
of the United States very much so
I hope vou won't think me wvery
bold to write to such a great man
as vou are. Have you any little
girls about as large as I am if =o
give them my love and tell her to
write me if you cannot answer this
letter. T have pot four brothers
and part of them will vote for you
any way and if you let your whisk-
ers grow [ will try and get the
rest of them to vote for you you
would look a great deal better for
our face is so thin. All the ladies
ike whiskers and they would tease
their husbands to vote for you and
then you would be President. My
father iz a going to vote for yon
and if I was a man I would vote
for yvou to but I will try to pet
every one to vote for vou that I
can. I think that rail fence arcound
your pieture makes it look very
pretty. I have got a little baby
sigter, she is nine weeks old and i=
just as cunning as can be. When
vou direct wvour letter direct to
Grace Bedell, Westfield Chautau-
qua County, New York. I must
not write any more. Answer this
letter right off.

Good Bye,
GRACE BEDELL.

Sometime after this correspon-
dence, Lincoln let his whiskers grow
and thereby made ohsolete all the
paintings, lithographs and engravings
that had bheen published and widely
circulated during his 1860 presidential
campaign. The first photograph of
Lincoln with a beard (0-40) was made
by Samuel G. Alschuler, Chicago,
Illinoiz, on Sunday, November 25,
1860. The first photograph of Linecoln
with a full beard (0-41) was made for
the Ohio sculptor, Thomas D. Jones,
by C. 8. German of Springfield, Illi-
noiz. The photo was probably taken
on Sunday, January 13, 1861.

Several years ago State Senator
Norman G. Flagg, of Illinois, found
an old letter, written by an ancestor,
while wvisiting Springfield. The letter
reported that “Old Abe iz raising
whiskers and iz not as ugly as he
was." The date was January 1, 1861,
midway between the election and the
inatguration.

Many people wondered how the
beard could have grown so rapidly
when they first saw the President-
elect on his inaugural tour en route
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From a Lineoln National Life
Foundation photograph

This original letter was sold for $20..
000 to David L. Wolper of Hollywood,
California at the Eﬁarlns Hamﬂtnn
Autograph Auction, held at The Wal-
dorf Astoria in New York City on
March 22, 1966. Mr. Wolper, a long-
time eolleetor of Civil War doeuments,
heads up Wolper Productions which
produces documentary films for tele-
vizion.
This letter, marked “Private’” at the
top of the page, iz said to have
changed **the face™ of history and it
is one of the most publicized in all
Lincolniana. It is quoted in many ele-
mentary school text books, and numer-
ous books and pamphlets have fea-
tured it becanse of its human interest
aspect.
For many wvears this letter has been
retained as the property of Grace Be-
dell (Billings') familv. It was kept
in a bank vauh in Delphos, Kansas
and exhibited only on special ocea-
sions, The Billings f[amily received
many offers for the letter over the
vears from historical societies, private
individuals, institutions and dealers,
The offers were alwavs declined umntil
it was finally decided to pl-al:i.‘ the let-
ter at auction in March, 1966.
In Charles Hamilton’s Auction Cala-
Ingue, Number 12, the physical con-
dition of the manuscript is deseribed:
“This letter is matted and slightly
browned. The center-fold is strength-
ened with tissue on blank verso, and
there are several wery small tears.
Some of Lincoln’s writing is smudged,
and there are numerous water-stains,
eaused, as Grace Bedell related, by
fﬂ“.i:ﬂ‘ flakes of smow as she opened
Lincoln’s letter, “a slight skiff of snow
was falling . . . and it melted as it
fell . . . flakes of snow fell on it as
a very excited little girl was trying
to read a letter and run home as fast
n# she could at the same time." "
This is said to be the most famous
and valuable Lincoln letter éver to be
offered at auction. In an interview
with the press (New York Times) “Mr,
Waolper said he bought the letter be-
cause | happen to be a Lincoln fan.
Ax a collector and from an emotional
point of view it"s worth S$20.000 to
me"”
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to Washington, D.C., On February 16,
1861 an interesting incident in con-
nection with Lincoln’s beard occurred
in Westfield, New York. An early ac-
count of what happened has perhaps
been best related in a letter Grace
Bedell wrote to William H. Herndon
on December 14, 1866. Writing from
Albion, Orleans County, New York,
she addressed the lawver-biographer
incorrectly as Hon. L. R. Herndon:
“Hearing that you were preparing
for press, the life of the noblest of
men, and that yvou wished all unpub-
lished letters of his composing =ent
to you, I concluded that I would ask
if a letter which he once wrote me
would prove acceptable. I do not know
that it would answer your purpose or
I would send a copy of it now, how-
ever, I will tell vou its subject and
yvou shall judge. Before Mr. Lincoln's
election in 1860, I, then a child of
eleven years, was presented with his
lithograph. Admiring him with my
whole heart, I thought still, that his
appearance would be much improved
should he ecultivate his whiskers.
Childish thoughts must have utter-
ance, 20 1 proposed that idea to him,
expreszing as well as 1 was able, the
esteem in which he was held among
honest men. A few days after I re-
ceived an answer to my communica-
tion, a kind and friendly letter, which
iz still in my possession. It appears
that I was not forgotten for after his
election to the presidency, while on
his journey to Washington, the train
stopped at Westfield, Chautaugqua Co.,
at which place T then resided. Mr.
Linecoln said ‘I have a correspondent
in this place a little girl, her name
i3 Grace Bedell and I would like to see
her! I wasz conveyed to him, he
stepped from the cars extending his
hand and saving ‘You see I have let
these whiskers grow for vou Grace.
kissed me shook me cordially by the
hand, and was gone. Afterward [ was
frequently assured of his remem-
brance. If thiz letter would be of any

From Life of Abraham Linealn
I ffr'fl‘un. M. Nichols
Masi, Crowell & Kirkpatriek, 1836, page 141

Grace Bedell Billings

Grace Bedell was married in 1867 to
George N. Bi]]ingg, a veteran of the
Civil War, having served in the Bth
New York Heavy Artillery under Gen-
eral Grant. In 1870 Billings went to
Greeley, Colorade, but not liking the
soil of that region he returned by
stmge coach to Kansas, where he took
up a homestead near Delphos in the
Salomon River Valley. There Mrs.
Billing= joined him. He later became
identified with the banking business.
The grandsons of Grace Bedell are
presently  engaged inm  the banking
business (The State Bank of Delphos)
where they hold positions of President,
Yice President and Cashier. Mrs. Bill-
ings died at the age of B8 years on
November 2, 1936.

From (he Linmroln National Life Foundalbion

Railroad Tracks at Westfield, New York

The Lincoln inaugural train stopped at Westfield, Chantaugua County, New
York on Febrnary 16, 1861. Grace Bedell went to the railroad station to ses
the President-elect, accompanied by two older sisters, one of whom had an
eseort by the name of MeCormack. Lincoln eould be heard, but becanse of the
crowd Grace got only a few glimpses of the new President. Onece she heard
him inguire for her, she took the hand of her sister’s beau who made a line
through the crowd and led her to a low platform along the track beside the

train.

gervice in completing your book, I
should be pleazed to send you a copy.”

Apparently, Herndon request a
copy of Mr. Lincoln's letter as one,
in Grace Bedell’s handwriting, is to be
found in the Herndon-Weik collection
in the Library of Congress. Miss Be-
dell was a very r copyist. She left
out the word “Private™ and her ar-
rangement of Lincoln’s words to the
ling are different. She also left out
three words, “vears of age", and
changed “affection™ to read “affecta-
tion.” Her closing lines were unlike
thogse written by Lincoln, and it ap-
pears that she furnished Herndon with
a copy of the letter written from
memory,

A more complete aceount of the
Westfield incident was prepared by
Mrs. Grace Bedell Billings to be read
at the dedication of the Foundation’'s
Lincoln Library-Museum on February
i1, 1931. Mrs. Billings, then 83 years
of age, recalled the most exciting
episode of her entire life.

‘iBefore President Lincoln's spe-
cial train arrived at Westfield, N.Y.
Mr. Lincoln is said to have asked
Hon. Geo. W. Patterson whoze home
was in Westfield if he knew a fam-
ily there named Bedell. Mr. Patter-
son replied in the affirmative where-
upon Mr. Lincoln told him that he
had received a letter from a little
girl named Grace Bedell in which
she had advised him to wear whisk-
ers, thinking it would improve his
looks. He said, “The character of the
letter was unigue, so different from
the many self-seeking and threat-
ening ones I was receiving every

~EWY WO

ILLUSTRATED, NEWS

From the New York Ilistrated News

The newspaper dated March 2, 1861
which featured Lineoln’s beard with a
picture of the President-elect entitled,
“Mr. Lincoln In His New Facial Ap-
pointments” and a short article bear-
ing the same title, On page 272 of this
same issue is to be found the Belling-
ham (nguent advertisement, a pro-
duct which Mr. Lincoln is alleged 1o
have used to stimulate the growth of
his whiskers,
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From a Lincoln National Life
Foundation Photograph
This unanthorized and fictitions adver-
tisement concerning Lincoln’s use of
a whisker-growing concoction appear-
ed in The New York Hlustrated News
on Mareh 2, 1861, just two davs be-
fore he was inaugurated President of
the United States. It is worth while
to note that a Bellingham Stimulating
Onguent advertisement:was also run in
the March 2, 1861 (page 239) issuce
of Frank Leslie’s Ilustrated News-
papers but apparently the editors of
that journal would not sanction the
mention of Linecoln’s beard in the ad-
vertising copy.
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Photograpk from Venity Fair

The Fanity Fair cartoon which lampooned Lincoln’s whiskers, taken from page
126 of the March 16, 1861 issue. The caption follows: “Delusive Druggist. —
There's %is Heffigy in wax, Sir, whiskers and all. Try one of them pots, and in
three weeks you’ll be as "airy and 'ansom as "im.” [(meaning Linecoln).

day that it came to me as a relief
and a pleasure.”

“I was at the station with my two
gizterz and a Mr. MeCormack who
had escorted us there when the
Emaident’s train arrived. In my

and was a bouquet of roses whic
a neighbor had furnished so that I
might give them to the president.
The crowd was so large and I was
so little that 1 ecould not see the
president as he stood on the rear
platform of his train making his
address. But at the end of a short
speech he announced, ‘I have a
little correspondant in this place,
and if she is present will she please
come forward?'

“"Who 13 1t? — What 1= her
name?"' shouted a chorus of wvoices
from the erowd.

“!Grace Bedell,’ Mr.
Lineoln.

“Taking my hand, the gentleman
who had escorted us to the station
made a lane through the crowd and
led me to the low platform beside
the train. The president stepped
down from (the) car, shook my
hand, and kissed me. “You see,’ he
gaid, indicating his beard, ‘I let
theze whizskers grow for you, Grace'

“The crowd cheered and the pres.-
ident reentered his car. I was so sur-
prised and embarrased by the presi-
dent's unexpected conduct that I
ran home as fast as I could, dedging
in and out between horses and

answered

buggies and once crawling under a

wagon. Such was my confusion that

I completely forgot the bouquet of

roses that I was going to give to

the great man to whom I had
offered such rare advice, and when

I arrived home I had the stems, all

that remained of the bouguet, still

tightly clutched in my hand.

“It seemed to me as the presi-
dent stooped to kiss me that he
lcok very kind, yves, and sad."

Thiz statement was most appropri-
ate for the Foundation’ incoln
Library-Museum dedication as the
short play “Why Lincoln Grew A
Beard” by Dr. Louis A. Warren was

resented to the assembled audience.
Some of the Foundation director's own
children played roles in the skit. This
dramatic presentation was never pub-
lished, but it was widely distributed
many years ago to interested Lin-
coln Lore subscribers.

To be sure, the whiskers stirred up
much ridicule in the contemporary
press. The newspaper Atles & Argus
of February 23, 1861 carried an
article copied from The Orleans Re-
picblican as follows: “There seems to
he something supremely ridiculous in
these troubled times, when our very
national existence is imperilled, in
having a President elect who devotes
hizs energies to cultivating whiskers,
and otherwise improving his personal
appearance. :

{To be continwed in the Jan., 68 128ue)
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