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Lincoln Song Sheets

The Civil War was a singing war
and literally thousands of song sheets
Were widei’;' distributed throughout
the Northern States during the con-
flict. The usual song sheet measured
8" x 5" and carried at the top a colored
illustration, and sometimes more than
one illustration. Song sheets were
Iithu aphed and printed on one side

olored ink. The largest quantities
were distributed by Charles Magnus,
No. 12 Frankfort Street, New York,
with a branch office at 520 Tth Street,
Washington, D.C. Advertisements re-
veal that the Magnus firm had for
sale some 500 illustrated ballads.

While quite a number of song sheets
bear no imprint, some of the pub-
lishers of this type of Civil ar
ephemera were:

Horace Partridge
27 Hanover Street
Boston, Mass,

E. F. Rollins
117 Hanover Street
Boston, Mass.

H. DDe Marson
b4 Chatham Street
New York, N. Y.

H. J. Wehman
50 Chatham Street
New York, M. Y.

A, W. Auner
Philadelphia, Pa.

James ). Gay
Philadelphia, Pa.

Johnson Song Publisher
7 North Tenth Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

J. Magee
316 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

Mason & Company
58 North 6th Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

Sep. Winner's Music Store
933 Spring Garden Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

Theodore B. Stayner
22 Wickenden Street
Providence, R. 1.
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The Lincoln Library-Museum of
the Lincoln National Life Foundation
has acquired a sizeable collection of
Civil War song sheets; however, our
efforts have been directed primarily
toward the building of a collection of
Lincoln song sheets. Our total count
is sixty-two different items. In making
such a collection any item that men-
tions the Lincoln name (given or sur-
name) or any song sheet that mentions
the President by implication iz consid-
ered eligible for inclusion. An alpha-
betical list of the titles follows; how-
ever, we do not wish to infer that the
Foundation's collection is complete:

1. Abraham Lineoln

2. A Hundred Years Hence

3. (Variant of No. 2)

4. A Nation Mourns Her

Martyr'd Son
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Hymn For The National
Funeral

. Illinois

. In Memoriam

. Johnny Fill Up The Bowl
. (Variant of No. 24)

. (Variant of No. 24 and 25)

i BT o ot = T, s b ey B, a1t ¢
5. A Patriotic Song 21.
6. Booth Is Dead
7. Campaign Song a4
B. Campaign Song — (' What's 29
The Matter a4
9. Cotton Iz King 25
10. Death and Burial of 26
Abraham Lincoln 27

11.
12.

13.
. Good Morning Master Lincoln!
15.

16.
. Hold On Abraham!
18.
19.
20.

General Grant’s Boys
Give Us Back Our Old
Commander

God Save The President!

He's Gone Te the Arms
of Abraham

(Variant of No. 15)

How Are You Green-Backs?
Hurrah for Abraham Lincoln
Hymn

. Keystone Brigade
. Kingdom Coming
. Lee's Surrender Or The

Yankee Doodle Dandy For
The Times

. Lincoln And Hamlin

. Lineoln Lies Sleeping

. (Variant of No. 31)

. Lineoln, The Pride of The

Nation

. MeClellan Will Be President
. Nobody H
. 0ld Abe, The Railsplitter

urt
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. Old Union Wagon

. Oh '"Tis Abraham Lincoln

. {(Variant of No. 38)

. President Lincoln’s Favorite

Foem

. (Variant of No. 40)
. Song on The Death of

Frezident Abraham Lincoln

. (Variant of No. 42)
. The Battle of Gettysburg

The Captain Of The Provost
The Colored Volunteers

. The Contraband's Adventures

Mo title (The Lord was on
our side, . . .)

. The Nation Is Weeping

{Variant of No. 49)

. (Variant of No. 49 and 50)
. (Variant of No. 49, 50 and 51)
. The Nation Mourns

[
o Rl el G s e e Al

o B, Ty Pk B i
ety oo Wi, Wi = Tlaty leers Bt i i
hrﬂv—-hm s,

Wl gukde B e i e
s

e
Jul-a-n.qma-n

b4. (Variant of No. b3)

55. The People To The President

66. The Rally

57. The Republican Flag

58. The Song of All Songs

59. (Variant of No. 58)

60. There's A Fine Ship on the
Ocean

61. To Whom It May Concern
62, Wide Awake

The titles of these song sheets re-
veal that many were of a humorous
nature as well as sad. Such topics as
presidential election ecampaigns, poli-
tics, Civil War, military affairs, slav-
ery and Lincoln's death and funeral
prompted the people to sing as never
before in our history. Of course, not
all of the Lincoln song sheets were

pro-Lineoln — some were definitely

anti-Lincoln,

The purpose of the song sheet was
of course to promote group singing.
Seldom does a song sheet contain
bars of music; instead the tune or air
is given, such as “0ld Dan Tucker,”
“America,” “Wait for the Wagon,”
“Whack, row de dow,” ‘Annie Laurie"
ete. Such publications could be pur-
chased in quantities in the 1860s, at
a very low cost. Sheet music was rela-
tively high in Civil War days, and
the cost would have been prohibitive
if purchazed in guantities.

The collector today will find Lin-
coln song sheets selling at a premium
with ecatalogue prices ranging from
85 to $25; and even at such figures
few are found available for sale.
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The canpons mude their first report. -

Ong thing to mo s sure enough,
That Awdersa bs the right stul,
Al his fiest shod he nesde it rell,
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Abl enlls the Natlen to their arms.

1 Dar soss ansd daumgliters hiear the eall,

With gun el swond, jrrmder nusl balls
They enwnrd march with layeucts bright,
Aud with their lea lers take delight.
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BENJAMIN DANFORTH,

w, I the Bouth would ke to see
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Ho served his mative country well,

Culonel Ellsworth, a noble son,

The rebels g be downmwanl rion §

A song el prodse to him wo'll give,
And et his name fipover live.
Whan Father Linoedn heard his fate,
The ks of Eilsworih was s great,
He tarnel aside sl veil il his o,
To find m syuiet weoplng jlace.

There’s Drvwoell foo, nunde well his shet,
A kilbed thie nasessiin om the apet §
That robel Jacksom, what o Loave,

Has gune to il a tralives Erate,
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Aned Bevurogacd, vl served him well,

A Bmsler's battle firod fiks sladl,

Alas, these nobile pons ot Soath,

Heed not the volee firom Lineolns mosth i
Thoy wwinly fhink if they bl

Thut all things yot will turn ot weil.

Thuse rebel pons, 00, 1ot them Live,
bt s b Godlike and frgive,

And when thoir flly is mode plain,
Heveive dlvon lin our arms again,

Now when these subjects lensd an ear,
Al slotragugues are stroek with fiar
"Tis then this rebel war shall consa
Anel Soldier's Joy will be roloase,
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The following was compored Ly soeing o gielon of e army encampment at Washinglon, 1 then saw & grent m'ﬂ{ Fagle eomne Aying from the norils |
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kat the eagle mueaut to regr

Arzl then our wives will rens] (his mng,
Anil will be bappy all day loog:

Yes, ilien our chillilren we shall BB,
And toss the baly on the knew

I kave three sons enfisted tea,
Theail IlrL';r imay saldberts -[ut;.' o,
M Lhey thesr mtions peser lack,
U::I.:l.\'\e n shot lisle in their back,

I I am wanisl | will run,

Take sword and pristal, fifie ansd ny
Will stnad en"duty a1l the day,

Ard in the night will watoh aml pray.

Amos and Stephen, they are right,
With gun and swonld peady (o fight 3
Ad [F the Gov'por glyes the esll,
May take my danghter, wife and all.

I hare one son named La Fayetie,

Thnt will not oo thaugh fies shoall mest 3
Amd Bamel two, will do bis pare,

He ngver bl & ewwanl’s hoart.

Can christians offer op thele mns !
To gu to war with ewenls and guns |
Yees, "tis their duty when assail'd,
By rebels who enghit to be jail*id,

The eagle sut of the northwest,

Is wni thee wing—sfops not to rest §
Mow to the Seath e takes his fight
Awl on the paln troe soon will light

har Presiilent from Minoks,
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Foon e will Hght on the palm (rea
Anid miunie Anerion=—harrali——
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Throw down their knagsieks and ikeir gun,
It makes ws |:|I¢;I1 o seo them run.

There's many Genernls in the Beld,
Awl mbliees strict obediones yicld,
Anel 00, how Bobbe in the sizhe,

W hem soblicrs for their comtry fight.

The White Wonse, O, that glorions seat,
Where mighty Statesnien often meet,

W here nollemet—nsen of renuw,

Will ever keep rebellion down.

Muy Gl give wisdom to direst,
Pnnfhlr.'hl- Linceln well proteet,

Tlee conneil of this nation sve, 2
That nose may Bl o trastor's grave,

wuitgn, eart & look aver the Aelds
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