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Lincoln’s Gettysburg Declaration:

Review by Arnold Gates, Literary Editor of
the Lincoln Herald, member of the Linrcaln
Lore Bibliographical Commiliee. Secreiary-
Treazurer of The Civil War Round Table of
Mew York and nuthor of publications pertain-
ing to Ahrnham Lincoln and the Civil War,

This has been a most difficult book
to review. Not because of its subject
matter or the quality of writing but
because it is so uncommonly good
throughout. How doez one judge a
work that represents a lifetime
studv of a dedicated and profoundly
able historian? What does one say
about the scholarship and painstak-
ing attention to all detail which this
superb volume represents? Any re-
view will only be a pale observation
when compared to the work itself.
Whatever is said it certainly must be
considered the definitive wvolume on
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address and a
work that is destined to take an
honored place on the shelf of basic
books dealing with the life and writ-
ings of Abraham Lincoln.

As with practically everything about
Lincoln's life—whether William Hern-
don had his say or not—circumstances
leading to the giving of the Gettys-
burg Address have been confused if
not obscured by the conflicting ae-
counts that have come down to us
from contemporary observers. Later
historians have sometimes compound-
ed the fictions in their own writings.
The service which Dr Warren rend-
ered the Lineoln fraternity in sifting
through the great mass of fact and
fiction alone deserves its boundless
rezpect. The clarity which he brings
to the whole subject has earned him
an honored place among the foremost
of Lincoln scholars.

Dr Warren starts his excellent
study of Lincoln at Gettysburg back
in Lincoln's early history by explaining
that the man who spoke at Gettysburg
on a memorable November day in

“A New Birth of Freedom™

by Louis A. Warren

1863 was, back in hiz youth, “con-
sidered to be the best stump speaker
in the state,” Moncure D, Conway, a
writer of Lincoln's time remembered
that “there was a eertain artistic abil-
ity in him as a public speaker,” and
that “for terse, well-pronounced, clear
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speech, for perfect tones; for quiet,
chaste, and dignified manner; it would
be hard to find his superior.” With a
speaking ability, which Lincoln devel-
oped and polished, must be coupled
his intense dedication to the propo-
sitions for human relationships which
the Declaration of Independence and
American Constitution spelled out zo
elearly. As he was to so ably express
it, the Constitution gave promise of

the “last best hope of earth.” Being
trained to the law and being a man
who was supremely articulate Abra-
ham Lincoln, as Dr Warren so ably
outlines, was preparing his Gettys-
burg Address years before he actually
gave it.

There is little Dr Warren doesn't
explore with the care and patience of
a true scholar. He analyzes the “un-
derlying influences” that enabled
Abraham Lincoln to put into words
his wonderful and enduring credo of
democracy. The influences included
his “lifelong practice of preparing
speeches; his belief in the equality
of men; and his spirit of patriotism.”

Probably one of the most outstand-
ing features to a book that reflects
excellence chapter after chapter is Dr
Warren’s keen and able analysizs of
the Address itself. He takes each sen-
tence or phrase of the Address and
dizcuszes its meaning and background.
Only a man with a profound knowl-
edge of Abraham Lincoln's full public
career and private life would be able
to do this with as much thoroughness.
Dr Warren disproves any idea that
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address was
something hastily conceived or ex-
temporaneous. It was rather the fruit
of much sober reflection and deepest
conviction. It was something out of
the heart and deeply sincere.

As for the style and wording of the
Address Lincoln employed the same
simple and concise language he had
always found most faithfully econ-
veved his full meaning. He onee re-
marked that even as a child ambigu-
ous speech bothered him and that he
would ztudy a sentence he heard until
he fully understood its author's mean-
ing. He said he always liked to say
things =zo that even those with limited
understanding could comprehend. On
one occassion he was to remark that
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people who obscured their meaning in
difficult wording reminded him of a
short Frenchman who lived out in his
part of Illinois and who, during the
winter of the deep snow, wiped out
his footprints with the seat of his
pants as he walked!

Mort Lewis, in writing about Lin-
coln's humor, once remarked that few
if any of Lincoln's stories were orign-
nal with him. That in many instances
they were stories Lincoln had heard.
But it was how Lincoln retold them
that made the story uniquely and for-
ever a Lincoln story. The same can be
said of some of the words and phrases
which Lincoln used in his Gettysburg
Address. In digcussing the phrase, “of
the people, by the people, for the
people,” Dr Warren eited twelve dif-
ferent people who used a variation of
the same thought. The author then
goes on to say that “the resemblance
between these several citations is only
coincidence. It is a case where a some-
what similar idea exists in the brains
of different individuals . . . but it was
left for Mr. Lincoln to mould it into
its final shape, and to give utterance
to an expression that is now well-nigh
claszieal."”

I have heard people gquestion the
fact that Lincoln wrote the Address
given at Gettysburg and assert that
it was the handiwork of Seward or
some other member of the Lincoln
cabinet. As in the case of William
Shakespeare, Abraham Lincoln was
considered too deficient in study and
learning to be able to give voice to
truths that are universal. The detrac-
tors always argue that someone else
must have been the “real" author of
this immortal address. That same
question apparently was rampant dur-
ing Lincoln's own day for Dr Warren
quoted a newspaper of the time which
questioned, “Who will write this ig-
norant man's state papers?” Dr War-
ren added that one author came to
the conclusion “that the Gettysburg
Address was written by the Sccretary
of State, and ‘put into every collection
of great speeches, and attributed to
Lineoln not Séward.' ™

It seems as though everything
about the Address was either ques-
tioned or eriticized almost from the
day it was delivered in Gettysburg.
If semeone did accept the fact that
it was Lincoln’s very own they would
queztion when it was written and un-
der what circumstances. Some said
it was completed in Washington.
Others held that part of it was writ-
ten in Washington and the balance
finizshed in Gettysburg. Dr Warren has
the last and best word by making
short work of dispesing of Mary
Raymond Shipman Andrews’ story of
Lincoln writing the address on a
sheet of brown wrapping paper while
on the train trip to Gettysburg. He
econcludes that “the story iz a travesty
on how masterpieces are created.”

For some perverse reasons never
fully fathomed even the color and
size of the horse Lineoln rode at

Gettysburg could not be agreed upon
by those who said they saw the Presi-
dent that day. A number did agree
that Lincoln was “the most striking
figure in the procession” and that he
rode his horse well and that he tow-
ered “above his fellows."

Of the wariety of impressions of
Lincoln's address itself Edward Ev-
erett was reported to have wvoiced
quite a few himself. One observer
stated that Everett went over to Lin-
coln and said:

“I spent much time and painstaking
effort on my speech of an hour or
more, but yours of a few minutes will
live and mine will be forgotten.”

A man named John Morrow claimed
he heard Everett say to Lincoln, while
on the platform:

“Yes, Mr. Lincoln but there was
more in your twenty lines than in my
twenty pages.”

A pentleman named Arthur B. Far-
quhar heard thizs from Ewverett:

“Mr. President you have made a
great speech, my address will only
be remembered because it was made
on the same day."

Isaae N. Arnold, in his biography
of Lincoln, recorded Governor Den-
nison as hearing Everett say:

“0Oh Mr. President how gladly would
I give all my hundred pages to be
the author of your twenty lines."

In his own biographical study of
Lincoln Ward Hill Lamon wrote that
while on the platform Seward turned
to Everett and asked him what he
thought of the President’s speech.
Everett, according to Lamon, replied:

“It was not what I expected of
him: I am disappointed.”

The only reliable account of Edward
Everett’s true reaction to Lincoln's
address appears in the letter he wrote
to the President the next day. In it
he said, “I should be glad, if I could
flatter myself that 1 came as near
the central idea of the occasion in two
hours as you did in two minutes. My
son, who left me at Baltimore, and
my daughter concur in this senti-
ment."

Following Lincoln's “few appro-
priate remarks” the program included
a chorus and a benediction. It can
be reasonably assumed that Lincoln
returned to his seat. In describing the
seating arrangement on the platform
Dr Warren states that Edward
Everett sat on Abraham Lincoln's
right. How he managed to comment
as Ward Hill Lamon has him com-
ment gives cause for wonder. Where
was Lincoln at the time?

Dr Warren explodes the myth that
Lincoln’s brief address at Gettysburg
was given in a voice that just didn’t
carry to the outer fringes of the as-
sembled ecrowd. As Dr Warren ex-
plains, “Lincoln, throughout his early
years, in fact, during most of his life,

was an open-air speaker.” The author
goes on to guote a number of eve-
witness accounts of what went on
when Lincoln spoke. The strong con-
clusion was that Lincoln’s woice was
“loud and clear.”

In Lincoln's Gettysburg Declaration:
“A New Birth of Freedom” Dr. War-
ren makes the wvery able point that
probably one reason the true story
of Lineoln at Gettysburg has been
ghrouded in controversy and confu-
sion is that within a period of six
yvears three ceremonies took place in
Gettysburg, All were equally well at-
tended. One was on the oceasion of
the laying of the cornerstone of the
Soldiers’ Monument on July 4, 1865,
less than two years after the dedi-
cation of the cemetery. The third was
the dedication of the completed monu-
ment on July 1, 18689. Perhaps this
is the key to what people, who at-
tended the dedication of the cemetery,
remembered when it came time to
set their impressions on paper. This
is not unlike Dr Warren's observations
in an earlier book when he studied the
impressions and recollections of peo-
ple in Kentucky who were trying to
remember the character and personal-
ity of a Lincoln family that once lived
among them. In any number of in-
stances they spoke of Abe or Tom
er Nancy Linceln but were really
thinking of a someone entirely dif-
ferent.

Just before poing to Gettysburg
Lincoln had had a chance to read over
Edward Everett's rather wordy ora-
tion. What he had prepared for his
moment after Ewverctt had finished
speaking was to the peoint, to the
mind, and to the heart. In this very
able study by Dr Warren we see Lin-
coln taking the very solemn ocecasion
not only to say solemn things but to
also capture, in a few beautifully
chosen words, the very essence and
heart of American demceracy. Lin-
coln did not praise the fallen Union
dead alone. He spoke simply of the
men whoe had died on the battlefield.
To Lincoln the war was but an un-
fortunate and unhappy interlude in
the nation's growth. In his under-
standing the nation would pick up
the broken skein of peaceful pursuits
after the war was over. And when
it did resume peaceful ways it would
be North and South together. So when
Abraham Lincoln roze to speak he
had to say something that the discern-
ing and intelligent Southerner would
understand included him, as it in-
cluded people of his day and of days
ahead. It tock Lincoln but ome hun-
dred and thirty five seconds to give
hiz “few appropriate remarks.” No
man in American public office or
private pursuit had ever captured the
American spirit in so short a time or
in so0 few words. And after reading
Dr Louis Warren's book I cannot
think of any other work that has man-
aged to capture the spirit of Abraham
Lincoln at Gettysburg with a clearer
or more foreeful wvitality.
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Gettyshburg Cemetery

A recent addition to the Founda-
tion"s manuscript collection iz a two
page letter written by Henry Ed-
wards who was appointed by Massa-
chusetts Governor John A. Arndrew to
serve as a Gettysburg Cemetery Com-
missioner. The letter follows:

Boston Dec. 30th 1863
Charles 0. Green Esq

Dear Sir,

In reply to your Letter of 28th, this
morning rec'd, the arrangements, with
regard to the Cemetery at Gettys-
burg, have been principally in hands
of David Wills El;q of that town, as
agent of the State of Penn., there
being no regular organization as yet,
by which the States honoring Soldiers
there buried, take a part in itz man-
agement, but an Act of Incorpora-
tion of the “Soldiers National Ceme-
tery” is proposed to be obtained of
the State of Pa., in which one trustee
for each state interested, will be
named, and after an organization
under it, these trustees will have con-
trol of all matters eoncerning it....

At the request of Gov. Andrew, 1
have twice been to Pa on this matter,
but 1 am not aware, of what rules
have been established, with regard
to the dead, after once being placed
in the Cemetery........ I presume that
all bodies not removed, previous to
the commencement of the dis-inter-
ment, it was infered, would not be
claimed by the relatives & in placing
them in the Cemetery, they are so
arranged and numbered with names,
Co & Reg. of each, on all records
that have gone forth, that to change
them, will cause confusion I should
fear, and at least inacuracy in them
all.. .. My own views are, that if a
relative of mine was buried there, I
should much prefer to have the pre-
cious remains repose where they are,
the whole arrangement being such,
as will do honor to the noble dead
and to the States they represent—
each grave is to have a head Stone,
with name, Reg, Co, and State to
which they belonged, inseribed upon
it & the grounds are to be well en-
closed and cared for in the future,
with a Granite Monument erected
there, within the enclosure, from
which it iz hoped, the whole battle
field can be Seen.... Gettysburg Cem-
etery, will doubtless be the Mecea of
the United States, in coming time, so
important to the Country, was the
result of that Battle, and to have
contributed to its achievement, even
at the sacrifice of the life of zome be-
loved object, should assuage the grief
of relatives, and the honoured dead
can no where be placed where their
remains will be more honoured than
there.......

If it is desired, I will write to Mr.
Wills and ask the question, whether
it is possible to comply with the re-
quest of friends, in a case like the
one you name, if you will express
the wishes of the friend, upon further
consideration I presume the Sol-
dier refered to, belonged to the 15th
Reg., as that was largely a Wor-
cester Co. Reg.......I find 13 of that
Reg. are buried in Section D of the
Map Lot, by the list 1 have before

me......Let me hear from wyou, what
their decision is & I will do all in
my power to aid them.
Very Respect, Yours
Henry Edwards
P.5., I send you a copy of the pro-
ceedings of the Commissioners from
the different states, at meeting on
17th inst
The postseript of the Edwards letter
refers to the proceedings of the Com-
missioners who met at Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, on December 17, 18§3.
A facsimile of the original broadside
follows:

Hazmrsnoas, Daa. 17th, 1883, Ak
Ths Os nmlulonwrs anaslatel by the Gor.
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l.ll.lht‘ﬂhl:. Pu, mt at the Joaes I mae
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Hoa. B, W. Norels, of Malne.

Hoa. L. B. Muaon, of New Hympstira, L

Mr. Hanry Elwiris, of Muwashostie

Me. Alfrod Oolt. of Cannosticut. '

Hon. Lovi 42 ibop, of Maw J reay,

Mr. Dwvid Wiils, of Paansrlvinia,

Qal. Jvnmi Wareall, of Pannsylvanis.

Gol. Joha 8 Barry, of Marpland,

lr. L. W. Brown, of Qhlo,

@, Gard i Loflend, of O3in,

Ol Jonn @ Siasaminn o Indis.,

Mr. W. Y. Balloel, of Wianingin,
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17e4, 1804, to represoat the Stats o conven-
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for linlaniig the SoLntens’ Nartonar Cinsreay;
i fuae, ba it

Resoloid, By the sald Commis loners In con-
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respeciive Gorernora.
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Natlonnl Cemeter., i thast for the State haviog
woldicis Lusied 1 sid Cemetery, iu perpataity
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Buutis of Maina, Mow Humpaliire, Vormont,
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Iand, Dejawnre, West Virginia, Onis, Tud
Lilinsls, Michigas, Wikousio, Minnesota,
of such obbr Biates a8 uway desioe to be ropre-
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8k theie Bist meciing, b d vided ints thros
clig-e.  1he term of oflica of the et class to
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S Bodiore’ Nativa Gonetely, (of bu. ue 0
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The New York Herald
April 15, 1865

Do you have in your attic a copy
of The New York Herald dated April
15, 186567 Many people do, because
that newspaper's coverage of the as-
sassination and death of Preszident
Abraham Lincoln was one of the
most sensational news stories ever
reported. Perhaps no other newspaper
has been so avidly collected and so
carefully preserved.

Unfortunately, most of the copies
in the hands of collectors today are
cheap reprints—not worth the paper
they are printed on. A quick but not
infallible guide to authenticity lies
in the physical condition of the news-
paper. If its pages are yellow and
quite fragile, it is a so-called new
wood pulp product. If its pages are
of soft, off-white rag paper, it is in
all probability genuine. Some sixty
different reprints, dating from the
1870's, have been collected and cata-
logued.

The Library of Congress, the Chi-
cago Historical Society and the Lin-
coln National Life Foundation have
from time to time issued bul'etins
{See Lineoln Lore MNumber 576 &
1425) attempting to collate those
characteristics which determine the
genuine newspaper. Presently, the
most comprehensive study has been
made by Miss Margaret Seriven, li-
brarian of the Chicago Historieal
Society. Her bulletin, dated March,
1963, with recent emendations, fol-
lows:

The New York Herald,
April 15, 1865

On April 15, 1865, the day Abra-
ham Lincoln died, five i-sues of The
New York Herald were published:
2 AM., 2 AM, 10 AM, 2 PM, and
3:30 P.M. All were on the soft, off-
white rag paper of the period. The
first two issues and one issue of the
2 P.M. edition have eight pages. The
Library of Congress has an eight
page 2 P.M. issue on rag paper. It
is believed that the eight page issue
with ads was circulated in the ecity
and that the four page issue without
the ads served as a news extra, and
was the one that was sent out of the
city. The other issues have four pages.
Pages 2-3 and 6-7, which were chiefly
elassified advertisements, were omit-
ted. The 2 AM. and 3 A M. editions
carried news of the tragic event at
Ford’s Theatre the night before, and
the condition of the President; the
10 A.M. edition, (one issue of which

earried a reward notice while another
issue did not) and the subsequent
ones, reported Lineoln's death, the
inauguration of Johnson, and errone-
ously, the capture of Booth. Beginning
with the 10 A.M. edition, black mourn-
ing lines were used.

The first paper of the day—the
2 AM. one—was reprinted several
yvears later on pulp paper. The ad-
vertisements were omitted, and black
mourning rules were added. This re-
print is not commonly seen.

The 8:10 A.M. Edition

It iz still another “edition,” one
not mentioned above, that is owned
by thousands of persons throughout
the country. The hour of publication
is given, in column four of the first
page, as B:10 AM. The column is
headed “Extra™ and the Preszident's
death is briefly reported.

It is reasonable to suppose that
there was an Extra published at about
this time. Lincoln died at 7:22 that
morning, a telegram was sent from
Washington to New York at 7:30 and
was received in New York shortly
before 8 A.M. The news of the Presi-
dent's death had been expected for
hours, and it could be supposed that
type was kept ready for a new edi-
tion, space left only for the announce-
ment. When the news did come, the
“Extra" could have been set immedi-
ately, the presses started, and the
papers, still wet, could have been on
the streets at 8:10, or shortly there-
after. Reasonable or no, there is no
direct evidence to show that there
was a printing between 3 AM. and
10 A M.

It is possible that this “edition"
was first made up to be sold as a
souvenir at the Centennial Exposi-
tion, which was held at Philadelphia
in 1876. The general news was copied
from the 2 A.M. edition, and the
“Extra” and black mourning rules
were added. Once begun, there seemed
to be no end—more than sixty differ-
ent printings are known. All have
mourning rules; most consist of four
pages, others of two; some have a
picture of Lincoln on the front page,
others do not; some carry the printer's
name and the date of publication,
others do not . . . Many of them are
unashamedly advertising pieces. The
front page is left intact, as well as
portions of other papges, but such
products as liniment, catarrh cures,
pills, and coffee, with illustrations and
testimonials, take up considerable
space. One advertiser, who printed
the paper in 1889 and again in 1900,

stated that copies would be sent to
those who asked for them at one
cent each.

It iz doubtful that the issue was
ever printed with the intent to de-
ceive, but many people who ecome
across it now, seeing the date April
15, 1865, and the news of Lincoln's
death, believe it to be genuine and
valuahble,

This is not the case. Almost all
the copiez found today are printed
on cheap, wood-pulp paper—a dead
give away. Thanks to an article in the
Bulletin of the New York Public Li-
brary (V. 33, No. 10, Oct., 1929: Her-
ald p. 745, T47) it is stated that the
Herald used part pulp paper on Ile-
cember 31, 1874, and then a mixture
until 1882, after which only pulp
paper was used. Pulp copies are diz-
colored, break easily at the folds, and
crumble at the edges. Advertizements
of firms that were not in existence in
1865, and dated testimonials, are other
evidences of later publication.

Az of March, 1963, despite exten-
sive search, no original of the 8:10
has been found. The copies so com-
monly owned today are interesting as
souvenirs, but have no commercial
value.

HOWEVER

It took 130 years to find an original
copy of another newspaper that was
often reprinted. This was the issue
of The Ulster County Gazette (Kings-
ton, N.Y.) that reported Washington's
death. It is dated January 4, 1800;
the first of two known originals was
discovered in 1920,

It is scarcely 99 years since The
New York Herald reported Lincoln's
death. It may be that an original
8:10 AM. will come out of hiding

sometime.
-

It is of interest to point out that
while all of the above five original
iszsues are extant, no institution or
private collector owns the complete
set. The Lincoln National Life Foun-
dation owns the 2 AM., 3 A M. and
the 2 P.M. (4 pages) editions. The
Chieago Historical Society has the
2 AM., 3 AM, 10 AM,, and the 3:30
P.M. editions. The Library of Con-
gress owns the 2 AM, 3 AM, 10
AM. and 2 P.M. editions.

The question might be asked, “How
can I find out whether my copy of
The New York Herald is printed on
rag or pulp?" Perhaps, if you will
take your newspaper te a paper
mnaker, a newspaper publisher, a pub-
lic library or a stationery store, your
guestion may be answered.
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