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A Shelf of Books - Unclassified 
Every Lincoln collector or librarian 

has on his shelves books and pamphlets 
having some connection with the Six
teenth President or his family which 
defy classification. Such books do not 
merit bibliographical enumeration; 
neither can they be considered asso
ciation publieat•ons. A collection of 
such item$ is to be found in the Foun
dation library. While this list of books 
is far from complete it gives a good 
cross-section of the publications be
yond the pale of bibliographical classi
fication. 
J. Aunt. Fanny: upop-Guns. One Seri

ous and One Funny. Being The 
First Book of The Series." She). 
don & Company, New York, 186S, 
157 pages. The dedicatio,t foUo·w•: 
"Thm. a11d All The Books of Tl~< 
Stric8 I Dedicate To Tllom.att Lin
colt!. The Son of Tlw.t Loyal, Fear
h:88. Honest M(l.n, The Prettirlent of 
Tltt United Statet.11 

2. Book of Psalms: "The Book of 
Psalms Translated Out of The 
Original Hebre'"' and with The 
Former Translation Diligently 
Compal'ed and Revised. Set Forth 
In 1611 And Commonly Known As 
The King James Version." Ameri
can Bible Society, New York, 212 
pages. On the cover title thtTtt ap--

tu..•~ t.U10•o.•••KQ---. 

J.....-ur 

1"1fU\f.\.;: l.l'liC".II'Ii. 

lll•r l"'"'" ••••t.•••. •<~•••' ••~. 

,..,.OM lht t.ittf:OI~ Natlo7fal /AI~ F()ttJtdtJh'fiM 

T~ dil'dl~atkm pasce or t.be Book Pop.(;.,.., 
Onf" $#'riow.• and On(' f'w.""ll 1;1y 1\unt Jo'ann.y. 

1-'rooN Our l ... {tt~" N•tloonol U/e PoVJI.datloM 

Th.lt fac:airnUe COPY or th~ JJook of f'•olm" 
i11 pnu!timlly the! ~unf! in "b<C>. 11-tylt', ami biW 
~ 1h~~ u!led by LiMoln. 

pco.r•: "Bluscd is that man that 
makcth tht Lo?·(l llis trust, a·nd f'e
s-pccteth tiOt the proud, l'IOY BU.C}I 

tr-s tur~, aside to lie•. Book of 
l'salm8. Abralut..m Lincolu." Tliis 
fa .. ito<ile copy of the Book of 
Pse&lms i• prtutic<dly the aame iu 
eizc, st ylc and type, as that wtcd by 
Lincobr. His was the i.ssuc of JN57, 
from the scrm.e publi$hing comp<my. 
the American Bible Society of New 
York. The identical no.mc and verse 
we,·c stamped on Lincoln's copy. 

3. Henry Clay: Speech of Henry Clay 
at The Lexington Mass Meeting, 
13th Novem~r, 1847, Together 
with Resolutions Adopted on That 
Occasion": George F. Nesbitt, New 
York, 1847, 14 pages. On Novcrm
ber 13, 1847, Abraham LV1c.oln is 
believed to have heard Henry Clay 
deliver thit speech on the conduct 
of the Mexiron ·war at the Mark~t 
Hotuc in Ltxinflton, KentucJ...'1J. 
This it a. deluxe edition of tht! 
speech pri7Lied in gold ink. 0 'ttly 
two other copirs of the gold ink 
e(lition arc known to be. extatlt. 

4. Commissioner of Patents: uReport 
of The Commissioner of Patents 
For The Year 1849 . , ." Office of 

Printers To Bouse of Reps., Wash
ington, lSSO, 625 pages. On P'!V' 
16!! it A. Lincoln'• patent lVO. 
;14t19-lmJ)rove<l method of lifting 
ves~cbJ ovtr 11hoals. 

5. Dick & Fitzgerald: Chesterfield's 
Art of Letter-Writing Simplified 
... To Which is Appended The 
Complete Rules of Etiquette and 
The Usages of Society ... " Diek & 
Fitzgerald, New York, (1860), 64 
pages. In the 8ection of th~ book 
dealing with "Etiquette and tlte 
Usages of Society" there is a sub
division. <lca/i,g with u Love Let
tm·s" iu which the writer is a.d
motrishcd against a .,.epetition of 
f~ndea.ring te,.ms and was told to 
"alu.:ayt compose your lovc-l~ttcrs 
in a style that vou would not b~ 
asha.med to have thtm fall into the 
ha,ldt of a thif'd party/' Then, t.oo. 
the 1uriter should "qx.pre88 vou-r 
Bttrtinumts with cattdor and fcrv
t"''ICY, and in a lutmorou.'f <ratJ1er 
titan a tteriOlUJ t.otrt." 

The author of "Che8tcrjield'• 
Letter Writer" poitrted ottt tJwt 
''numy IOV6 1'8 Jind. it difficult to be· 
gi11 t1 lttter satisfactlYrily," so for 

HENRY CLAY. 

,.,, ... \'OilJI 

- .. "::::!; ;;;-:.'.=. --

,..,..N. tile u,.e<JJ4 NolloMl Ute F••"dauo,. 
The lltloe PAAe of the pamph)et. tontainiftSI: the 
~p<e«h by Hl.'nf')" (:t..y that L incoln h~l'd him 
deliv~•· at lb~ Market House In U.xlnKton, 
K entucky. 
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Manual of Typewriting, Buaincss 
Letter· Writer and Exereise• J.~or 
Phonol{raphic Practice •.• " Haight 
& Dudley, Poughkee(l$le, 1887, 185 
pages. Ot~t of tht rxtrdtrl (poptr 
1!1 -U9) for phonographic :proctou 
i8 a part of til~ t~ttfmOnJI of tltt' 
Tritt/ of tht' L'nitrd Stotra c.••. JoltH 
H. S~trratt IN Tht CrimiNal Court 
of Th~ Di6trict of Columbia. 

Li11coln'• patftll-lmpi'O'fed nM'lhod ef hftf~ v...- 4"-.r ShoMla, w.Uoth . ,,....... on pag~ !C! 
I')( U.. Rt.-rc o/ Tlv c._ .. ...,._,., •I ,._,,.,. l"or 1'11• )"_., ,,1 ... 

8. Thomas W. Knox: ,.Decisive Bat
tles Since Wattrloo. The Most Im
portAnt llilitary Event.s From 
1815 to 1887." Third Edition, Re-.
vised And with Index. Eighth lm· 
pression, C. P. Putnam's Son•. 
New York &: London, 1000, •oc 
pages. Tki• book co•tai•• a f<>rc· 
tdgt pointixg of tltt portratt of 
L incol1t along with the tobilt m•d 
thr lVhite HoUle. 

til~ b~tuJit of tltt not'ict at•lto M-'01111 
ro writ~ hi1 /irol lttrn- (af<tr ha•·
ing paid tit~ gi-rl a vif.f'it) 4 tktlttou 
lettn u:at provided: 

... lll/ Dtarttt Amtlia-1 tannot 
rtfrain from w.•-rithtg vou a /tu· 
linea to-day. though wt parttd 10 
rece-ntlv. ,\ly thought• art contttutt
tv toith yo-u. and vour ptcottntt 
[ace aNd tlc.·ut tml'lt tttm tt1ttt 
now to be btforc nty min<f• tJit. 
I do 11ot bro1c.• tJjat it fw mucl1 ratil· 
faction to you to be so o/ttn rr
mittdccl of ?tty lovo cuu/ dtwotiot~, 
but it it a pleaaure to mr to Bt>cok 
my thouglrt OJI the tJubjcct, ami 
pcYhflps I cmt •elfish. in thl'• rcBt>cct. 
Be> that ctB it may, I am Httre ttty 
wltolc touJ i• 1vith yol(, atul the otrlJt 
anxiety I /l(l'l1t- it tile fcnr ilwt I 
may 110t be enc.ble<l to prove mvttlf 
wot·thy of lfOUt' Qttlerous ronjr· 
d('11cc. I tlu1ll do my btst, llowtvrr, 
to merit your co,11ta11t lot•t, u.•nit· 
ing and hopiug for thr Jl(r.ppv day 

---·- I b-~Ool.r. .... 
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An ~Xt<kl»e (or r•hOIIOkNII)hlc llriu:tl~ Ul~t-11 
fl"aom lllloltpltiY'tl• M1t"11"t o/ 'Ttt~ Writh•p , , , 
d(". 

u:htll tc.'t port no •nor«". 
"(Hf'f'e vou. COJt put i" your own 

talk tutd po .. ·ip, and conclude tht 
lrtttr as follott•t: 

'' lVitA fu.rth~r a.-turanu of mv 
tnt.ire devotion, and that you havt 
my wltok heart, I remairJ. as e'VV, 
my dear girl, your affectionate 
frit•nd 011d lover, 

A bralw.m Lincoln.'' 
At if it u.·as not e-nough to makt 

;mautlt.ori.:W use of the name of 
thr tizt<"N&th presiJetrt, the (mthot· 
took other Jibct·tif:s. A tkeleto-n let. 
tt·r pur-po1·tiuu to be written by "a 
matter-of-fact pltilo•ophcr (who) 
Hoar• i?llo tht! ¥-cgiotUJ of the ,.o. 
mcu;tic. and '7Jile1 on the ago?ly' a 
Jitt/(1, irt wt·itin¥. to his lady-love" i1 
add1·esttd to 'My Bonnie Kate" 
muJ tiQ11cd ''Hanttibal Hamlin.'' 

G. J. W. Hoyt: "Transactions of The 
Wiseonsin State Agricultural So~ 
cicty, with Reports of County So
ciet•es, and Kindred Associations .. , 
Vol. V-1858--59, Carpenter & Hyer, 
Madison, 1860, 555 pages. Pages 
t.'f1· !99 contain tJre Amtu.al Ad· 
tlrru br the Hon. Abraham. Lin
roiN, of lllinoit, delivered at .uiJ. 
u·oukr~ on Stpt~mber ;JO, 11159. 

7. Humphrey, F. S.: 04Humphrey's 

9. Frederick Leypoldt: "Ye Book of 
Copperheads"' Frederick Leypoldt, 
Eastern Distrid of Pennsylvania, 
1863, 32 pages. On page (7) thtrt 
apJkar, a Lintolt~ cortoon cmtitlttl 
"By the way thi11 ptdl me i11 mit~tl 
of a littlt Blt>1'V in Eoo1>"1 Fabltl."" 
A com>erh('ad s-nake i• depicttd 
gnawing o-n the Littcoln file (Lin. 
coln's hcod co~lttitutfs the lwudle) 
with the caption: 

"There '"'a' t1 cO!>Pt"rhco<l vUe. 
IVho attempted to damage a file, 
So he tr-ied it ill truth, 
Bttt soon bt·oke CVCI1J tooth 
On that ru1ty and cruoty Old 

File." 

10. Moore, Mrs. M. B.: "The Gco
graphioal Reader For The Dixie 
Children." Biblicai ll<!eorder Print. 
Bronson, Farrar & Co., Raw leigh; 
1863, 48 pages. On pagtl 18 and 19 
the stCl-teme-nt is mado that ;oln th~ 
year 1860 tht Aboliti.onitt4 becam~ 
strong ellough to tltct one of their 
me-n for prrtidtnt. A braham Lin· 
coin wa• a 1c•tGk man, and tht' 
South btlit'vtd Itt would alloac.• ""''' 

't'ho•tl' Vlll'C \\ •I" a t'IIJI(J~'I'II\.';\•J \iJ,., "'"' llU••IIlJ!It•tl tu ~LIIlhi:O,\' '' lil1•, 
~ he tried il iu t111llt. hut ..... ~u l,,·ul..•• \'Wr) tvottl. 

Ou ll•at m"i) nud , fol'l.) U!tl F1l• 

Fr01H t'-e Li11C'Ol1t N•f(o~~tol /,,If(! l'otntcMflon 
A Lincoln Cartoon rrom l'f' fJook of COJ~P't"J'•~ b)' Fred4!rlt'k l...eypoldt. 
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f~rOIH th~ L.i1tcfJl" NatioNal Life Foauut.crUot~: 

f'on"•edge Pflinting of Lincoln. tb(' IO« C"abin and the White H~ t•k~n f11)m Dr~illit·e Batllt:lf Silt .. ., Waterloo, Tile Mo.t IJMp<wlaJit Militar~f 
E•·•'Jtt• Prom IIU~ to ISS'r by Thomll& W. Knnx. 

to be -made, which would dtpri1Jt 
them of their rights. So tile Sou.th· 
ern State• sccudetl an<l clecte<l 
Jc1Jer11o11. Davis fo-r their pl'C-Sidcnt. 
Thi11 so enraged Preaidt.mt Li~rcob1 
that l1e declared 1oar o:ll(/ ha11 c:c
hau.sted nc<trly aU the st'rtmgth of 
the nation, in a vaitt attcmt>t to 
wltip the South back into the 
Union. Thor(8atrds of livts havt'" 
bccta lost, and the etu·th has been 
drenched with blood; but still 
A /)r(tham is Ulrable to conquer tht• 
"Rcbcl8" as ltc callo tile Soutlt. T he 
Sol<llt onlu Mked to be let alone. 
tmd to divide the public property 
equally. I t would Jutvt· bctu wisr 
in the Nortlt to have said to her 
So~tthcrn :titte-rs, 'I f you are not 
co11tc,•t to dwell witlt us lo11ger, <ie
part in peace. l-Ve will divide th~ 
inheritance with you, and may you 
be a great ~tatio11.' " 

11. Pilgrim John: ''The Soldiers Armor 
or St•·ength . . . A Brief Caurse of 
Non-Sectarian l)evotional E xer
cises . . . "D. S. Holmes, Brooklyn. 
1865, 96 pa~s. The book is dedi
cat~l as follows: To Abraham Lin
coln. President of The United 
Statc8, and His Gloriou8 Retinuf' 
of T?·iu:mphant Comm<Huli-n{l Gcn
er·alo with All Tlwir Noble a>1d 
Ga./lani ComtJanions in Arms For 
The Defence and Protection of Tht' 

OltD1CIATIOif, 

,\ II R \ II A M I. I N C 0 1.. N , 

''""'"'' •• ••• ••n•• ou.~••· ... 
.......... _ 

..... ~ .......... ··~ ... ~ ....... ,, filii J••• ............ . 
n .. c "•••·~ • .... , .. , ruo, ua ~"""Ll-"'""T fll:"" •· 

~Oit. •cc-r 4'!()VI,II ... WI:'W'T Ill' t•lt WOlJ.(l• 

Tta o t l'o t tt 

r ·ro,., th,. l.iw~M Neck>""-' LA'/~ Fow"r!atio~t 

1"he dcdicatiQn lUlste ot the- book Tltc $41ldi~,. 
A ,..,,tOr oJ Stre-..qllt . . • A. Bri~l Cow,..,. of 
No"-.<>c4!tori.aM lh1·oticm.,l f:r,.r.-1•,._. . . • b)' 
Pilscrlm John. 

Juat Right-s and Pri-vileges of (t 

Great, Free, and hrtelligc1~t f>eo
i>le, "''d The 8e8t Government [,, 
The World: These Pages A.-,. Re
spectfully Dedicated.'" 

t2. Ben, Pedey Poore: ''Congressional 
Directory Compiled For The Use 
of Congress." Government Printing 
Office, Washington, 1873, 141 
pages. On Ute front cover of the 
book appears tfte trame of Hanni
bal Hamlin (Lincoln's first vice· 

Fro~Jt the 1.-i,..~oht .Vatio-..al. IAfe Fo~ttt.dotlo,.. 

Hannibltl Hamlin'• (l.ineoln't fint. viCfo-prul
dent) COPY of the Co"urt-uio"4l Dir,.do-ry :trd 
SUI!io" !..h1d Co""""'· 

president) 1tamped ht gold with 
the title, ''Congressional DirecionJ 
;Jrd Ses8ion .4$nd Ctmgress." 

13. Sampson & Farrar: "The Union 
Alphabet For Children". Sampson 
& F arrar, Boston, 1862, 24 pages. 
Under the lett&r uo" is the follow
ing statemt?lt: "0 8t<mds for OL D 
ABE or Abraham. Littcoln, the 
/>resident of t he United Stat ... He 
was elected i" th• fall of 1860, by 
tlte ReJ>Itblican Part:y, and on t he 
followi>!g ~lh of March occupied 
the Prcsidtmt's chair. H e will soon 
~rush tlte Rebels. 

14. Stewart, K. J. : 11A Geography For 
Beginners" J . \ V. Randolph, Rich
mond, 1864, 223 pages. On page 
40-~1, Section XVIII, under tlte 
tit/~ of"Hi8t&ry of the Confedcratt> 
State8", the 8tatement is •made that 
" The first C()lti3iou of the War for 
I ndependence of the Southern 
St<1tcs Occ-un·ed ai Charlc3to11, in 
the sprbtg of 1861, and ·was oc
casio.,ted by the Pre8ident (L-in
coln), elected by the citize-ns of ilte 
Northe-rn Statu, att~m.pting to 
sic:c, rn·o-vision, and occupy ih~ 
forts of Charleston Harbour, and 
turn their gwts upo)~ the city they 
were desigm1d ~o protect/' 

15. T hayer & Eldrid~: "Southern 
Notes For National Circulation." 
Thayer & Eldridge, Boston, 1860, 
132 pages. The book is ded ica ted as 
!ollows: To Honest Old Abe of 
1/li>~ois, Who, Allhouglt He Ha3 
Often Split Railo, 1Vo11't A /loa· 
Northern F'rcemcn to Be 'Rode" OJJ 

them, These Notes Are Dedicated, 
I n Th~ Hope And Belief, If He 
Shall Be Elected Pre$ident, That 
It Will Never Again Be Possible 
Or NeceBlfary T o Make A Similar 
Collection." 

0 ~tand" to•· 
OLD A BE 

o•· . \ b111 hmn Liw.:oln, the 
j)··eAident or the L"llitetl 
~tutc.s. llo ,,.fl~ clCCtt.~l in 
the 1\tU or J>.ClO. b.•· the Rc
publicnn p:ll·tr. nud on the 
JoiJo";ng ·I Lh of :\fo .-ch, oc
cupied the P•·c•irlr·nt"• Chni,.. 
llewill .;oou t·•·n~h the Rebelo. 

1-' ,.0•tc tAe IA11colw Neliottrd IAf• F C)III,.do.tiow 

Tlte U11i011 Atpll.abd for CltildreJ~, "0 Standa 
tqr OU) ABE." 
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16. Weaver, William A.: ''Rtgit~Lcr Of 
All Officef"& and Agents, Civil, Mili· 
tary, and Naval, In The Service 
Of The United S~ut.es On Th• 
Thirtieth ScJJt.emoor, 1835 . . ." 
Blail· & Rivers, Wnahington, 183(). 
2!>7 pages. On 'J)(,gc !ll!i A. /.Jincoht 
i~t listed flll Po11tmaetrr of Nt·u· 
Salem. Jlli~toi11 earniPrg $$().7() com· 
pr118<Jtio~r. 
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LINCOLN LORE 

What Constitutes Au h em of Lincolniana 
The Lincoln librarian is con

stantly confronted with the 
problem of determining what 
constitutes an item or Lincoln
iana. Such a decision seldom con
fronts the private collector un
less he attempts to catalogue his 
collection along the rules laid 
down by Jay Monaghan, Theo
dore C. Pease and Paul M. Angle. 
These rules are found on page 
XXVI-XXVII of the Introduc
tion of Monaghan's "Lincoln 
Bibliography, 1839-1939" which 
was published by the Illinois 
State Historical Library in 1945. 

It has been the Foundation's 
policy to follow Monaghan as to 
author and number in every de
tail; however, the yardstick as 
lo what constitutes an item of 
Lincolniana is not followed to 
the letter·. About four times a 
year· Uncoln Lore publishes a 
cumulative bibliography which 
is the only one listing Lincoln 
items since 19:19. Up to date the 
U ncoln items listed number 
2:~51 . These items are selected by 
the editor· of Lincoln Lo1·e and a 
committee of eight scholars who 
read and keep abreast of all the 
new Lincoln items that come 
from the press. Many times there 
arc disagreements among mem. 
ber·s of the committee and such 
contr·oversies usually lead to th2 
elimination of the book or pam. 
phlet. One area of disagreement 
has to do with the effort to keep 
the "junk" out of Lincolniana 
even though the item conforms 
in every respect to the yardstick. 
The editor has been adamant in 
following through with the in· 
~onsequenlial publications be
cause they may some day be 
bibliographical rarities. 

In order to work with the com
mittee of eight members, a Foun· 
dation yardstick has been es· 
tablished which has proved to be 
idenlly suited to our needs: 

I. Printed books, brochures, 
pamphlets and folders are 
eligible for inclusion. (Mim. 
eographed, multigraphed, 
photostatic and photogr·aphic 
items are declared ineligible.) 

2. Abraham Lincoln should 
dominate the theme of the 
text. 

:3. If the publication deals with 
different subjects than Lin
coln, the number or pages 
about Lincoln should equal 
about one-third of the total, 
before inclusion . 

4. Books about Lincoln, Mrs. 
Lincoln. the Lincoln Family, 
assassins, conspirators work
ing with Booth, government 
orders by Lincoln, etc. should 
be considered as Lincolniana. 
(Works dealing with Doug
las, Welles, Browning, cabi· 
net members, etc. should not 
be considered.) 

5. Title of books should have no 
bearing on the decision. Many 
books are Lincolniana with
out having Li nco! n in the 
title, while many books with 
Lincoln in the title ar·e not 
Lincolniana. 

6. Magazine rept"ints, even 
though the page numbers 
have not been changed, 
should be considered. (Mag
azines are not eligible unless 
a major portion or the pages 
are devoted to Lincolniana.) 

7. The insignificance or an item 
or its worthlessness as a con
tribution to Lincoln biogra
phy should not be a determ. 
ining factor, because the item 
may prove to have some bibli· 
ographical interest. (Menus, 
programs, or advertising ma
terial such as bulletins, circu. 
Iars, or pictures should be 
excluded unless they embody 
enough informational data to 
give them lasting merit.) 

8. Fictional works should be 
considered as items or Lin . 
colniana if Lincoln is the 
dominating theme. 

9. Broadsides, broadsheets, 
manuscr·ipts, sheet music, etc. 
are not to be considered for 
inclusion in a Lincoln libr·ar·y . 

Whi le many librarians and 
bibliophiles may violently diS· 
agree with the Foundation's 
ym·dstick, lhis institutional 
collection has round this 9 
point yanlstick quit.c work. 
able. 
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