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EXPRESSIONS OF SENTIMENT FOUND IN FOUNDATION MANUSCRIPTS 

The real value of Lincoln marlu­
scripts, or any other rnanuscripts for 
that matter, largely depends on their 
content. The Lineotn letters and d<>e­
uments that reveal history·in-the· 
making, that portray the human side 
of the principals involved, or that 
conta in expressions of sentiment are 
eagerly sousrht after by collectors. 
The fo.,oundation has -several maml· 
scl"ipt.s of a sentimental nature in its 
collection, not only written by the 
president but by Mrs. Lincoln as well 
as letters received by members of 
the family. 

Two of t.hese documents reveal Lin­
coln's alfinity for little boy:;, which 
was probably due to the fael that 
he had four sons of his own. Occasion­
ally during his presidency he had to 
deal with little boys and his brief 
memoranda on the subject reveal ex­
pressions of sentiment. 

On July 4, 1861, Judge Horatio Nel­
son Taft. wrote Lincoln from Wash­
ington. D. C., that 11Should the presi­
dent reel dispol:ied to favor the re­
quest of the bearer, my son (who 
seems determined to as::>-ert. his inde­
pendence) his kindness would be 
greatly appredated." Judge Taft had 
reference to his son's desire to be­
come a page. The son, Horatio N, 
Taft was known t.o the Lincoln chil­
d1·en as "Bud." He was the playmate 
of the two youn,:rer Lincoln children, 
Willie and Tad. The older brother of 
'

4Bud" was Charles Sabin Taft, one 
of the first doctors to reach Lincoln 
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'after he was assassinated in Ford's 
Theatre. 

On "Bud's" application for page 
( letter written by hi$ father) the 
president. wrote: 

"Hor<'~t-1o N. Tah. th~ boY·~•~r o r thi11, 
w b•h« to h(> '' rwlj.(e Uy th(' within. hi• 
r11the•· ~~~I!< to ~ willing: and aa he Ill ft 
••lay·n'l•t~ or my little boy•. I nm cault~ 
""'ill in.::. 

A. Lincoln" 

Another document in the Founda­
tion collection of considerable senti­
nlental interest is a short note written 
by Lincoln in ink as follows: 

"I ~hall bt' .:t la.d i f Cal)l. C:oodmftn ~an 1ft 
will tind 11 11~1itftble J)f)llilion ror thi• tim! 
little boy. 

A, Llneoln 
Oet'em~r 13. 1864" 

Perh~>\PS an endorsement on a let. 
tcr written by Miss C. N. of Wash-

ington County, Pennsylvania, dated 
April 5, 1864 be:;t reveals Lincoln's 
compassion for a girl and bo)1 in 
sea·ious trouble. The :;oldier's inatials 
were A. D. C., a private of Compnny 
--of tho 140 Regiment P. Vol. The 
said regiment was the 1st Brigade, 
ht Division, 2nd Army Corps, Army 
of the Potomac. 

In October lSG3 private A. D. G. had 
a chnnce to visit his home to vote in 
the election. Mi:;s C. N. wrote Presi­
dent Lincoln that ~<Hci'C allow me to 
state that he did not fo1·get our Cur­
tin ( A. C. Curlin, candidate for re­
election as governor of Pennsyl­
vania)." Needless to state they (pri­
vate A. D. G. and Miss C . ... . ) d id 
not forget their ueourtin" and ''an 
unlawful family" \vould be the result 
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unless ''you (President Lincoln) do 
not take mercy upon us and grant 
him a leave of absence in order to 
ratify past events." 

\Vithout hesitation Lincoln w1·ote on 
the back of his distressed correspond· 
ent's letter: 

"Hon. Sec. or War 
Stond him to htl' by all means 

A. I.An~o1n 
April J.l, lh$~" 

At the bottom of the folded letter 
are these significant words "furlough 
~:•·anted file A Y". 

One of the finest letters in the 
Foundation's manuscript file:; is that 
wdtten by Mary Lincoln to Mrs. Sally 
Lincoln (Sara Bush Johnston Lin­
coln) from Chicago, Illinois, on De­
cember !9th, 1867. 

The letter follows : 
"Chicnsro. l)lf<'. 19th. 6-'i 

"Mr.. &rilly Lln~ln 
M)' dtAr Madtm : 
"ln mf'mory or the d~•l'ly loved one. who 

•lw•>'~' •·ernembtl'ed you with 110 m1~h llf. 
ft<:tlon, will you not do me the f1\vor ()( 
aC«J)tinst thCMt few trift~! C;od hu been ,,,_.y mt'n:iful to you. in sH'Oion~lng your 
life and I o·u&l your health haa 111110 b«n 
lll'e~ervt'd-ln my ~rt:at fl.l(ony or mind 1 
cannot ti'UJi:l my11elf to write llbout. what 110 
entirely fill,. rny tho-.J(hUI. my dl!ll'-linlol' hus­
b.rld: kno ... •insr how well you lovtd him a l.eo. 
l11 a ~··steful sMidactlon to m('. I'W:lieve- me, 
deAr Madnm, if I c11n t'ver be or any 
bf'nil"'.• to )Ou, In oa•t r<•l>t'f'f, I A.m ~ntire­
h· in ,·our ~<ervlc.e. My hui!I.NI.nd a few 
\1.-Hb ~to•• hi& d~th mentioned to me, 
thnt he intcnd«l th1H 11umm~r. t)ayinK 1)ro1'1C'r 
rc111~t to hill father'a J(rii\'C, by A hflftd 
and foot stone. with hi& nD.mt age nnd 
110 forth and I prot)OI~ \'ery ~n carrying 
out. his Jntentiont. It waa not from want. 
or nffcction ft.r hill rather. 1\$ you are 
\o .. dl aware t.hat. it. wa.e not done. but h\11 
tlrnt WA$ 1!0 gr~tatl)' O(CUI•ifld IIIWilY~- J 
will bet 1d4'1Uo()(l to learn whether thia 1\Atk· 
a~e wa.~~ ~ived by )'Ou-Perhat)!l you 
know that our )'0\lftllt$\. bo)'. i& namtcl for 
your hue.band. ThomaJ;; l.incoln. lhi 111 child. 
the idol or h ill fnthcr- 1 am bleued in 
both of my 110n11, they A.l'tl \•try ttOOd and 
r~blt. The fld~t Is Jrrowing vea·y much 
like hl8 Q\\n cl~ar fnther. I nm a dN!11Iy 
nfflietC!'Il woman and hopco you will I>I"A.Y 
for m~ 

'' l 11m, my clt-ar 
.,.h•lam, 
""Atrt<'ti.onatc-ly )'OUI'11, 
""MAry Llnt:Oin. 

"Thi~ letter JJie;Uif' con~toid~tr endrel)' 1•rl· 
wne I >~h:l ll be, .:l'flBtiY pleased to heAr 
from )'Ou." 

That Mrs. Lincoln sent the "few 
trifles" is nttest.ed by her second let. 
ter to Mt·s. Sally Lincoln, Coles Co., 
Charleston, Illinois, on Dect!mbcr 20, 
1867: 

"En~IOI!'«< is the E:>:pr4'$!1 nccohll--AIIIO the 
tefJ dollar11 v. bkh Jll('eSfl aec-e-1'1 for th~ 
makin~ of the d1'fl«!! etc. An an&wer Is •·e­
jauerated ... ·hether the bo.-t. money etc. htu~ 
bf.en l'ffflvd & obllsr. 

Mr;. Urteoln"" 

This original letter of December 
20, 1867, was once a part of the 
Oliver R. Bar1·ett collection. Its pres· 
cnt location is unknown. These two 
letter:) give a new insight into the 
relationship between Lincoln's fam­
ily and Mrs. Lincoln, n reh\tionship 
which man)• have believed to have 
been unfriendly and strained. 

Another Foundation letter revealing 
sincere expressions of sentiment was 
written by Mrs. Lincoln to her sister, 
Mrs. Ninian "\\'. Edwards of Spring ... 
field, Illinois. 

The letter follows: 
.. P Au, france 
"March 19th, llf77 

"M)· l~r Si.atet 
"( wrotf )'OU A leHer 8 few day11 11inoe, 

In rf'Cf:itll of th(l journ11l contair'lintt the 
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a.ITiiclinx intelliii:Mte of the dfltllth of df!11r 
awm al'fec:Uont~.te lltt.l\' 1-.,or-tnce. whom 1 
loved ~ well. The lnform11tion .r.AdclenMI m~ 
g«Gtly & rendered me ~uite ill. I ha''f' 
drank 110 dttfll)' of the eu1' of !IOI'I'OW, tn 
m)' dtsolut(' be~nvemcmt•. that l am Ill· 
way" pref\ll.r«< lo _,.m nathise, with all thOt:t&e 
who MulTer. but when It ~mn. llO tl~_- to us 
& ••hen I rt>memb<>r tht't 1>~\.ou~. h"I'P>' 
1:hlld. with lte lovlnU' parent.e-whnt. c•m 
I say! In ~rid wonb1 •re ~~ flOOr con&ola· 
tion-t~il~n~e , & a~onitin.:: fean nre All 
that 1:11 leh ~e tufterer. ImmediAtely on the 
l'f<fiJ~t. or )'0\lr' mQI5t. Wto:leome, tender lt:tter, 
with the endOlilure of Dear ~r Flol'('nce'• 
be•utiful •>hot~l'*l)h. &eme wet-ka &ince. J 
w•'Otfl' you a lon~o~: I\'C.ter & sent. A lovlnjt 
kill$, to the &weet ehlld- Do write mft. wbi:n 
.YOu ean, fl\'trything. Whnt " feurful winter 

; .. -...... "' 

Dear Silstcr )'OU hAve hlld--1 have nfver 
received ll lint- from. Lewis BAker and l 
Oilton (('tl thAt lette~ AN !Mlnt, W hen I 
do not. f'ffeiYe them. Yet, Hl thi11 Hotel they 
Are \'(lr)' nilcntin~. Th(1re iJo a c:areles~~nlf:IIIJ 
1 fear at. thf, P. 0 . here. The P'rtoneh are a 
llUII>E' I'ticlal peo1\le. yet J live \'cry m uch 
a lonf, & do not. lden\lfy my~lf with them­
hAve a few frlcnde & ,,rerer to remain 
weludc-d. My "CctAu••cr•c'' bt ever with me 
& C«<. ~~n t:~loMt' lixhh:n the burden until 
I •.m n:ounlttd to my dCilrly bdo,•c:d husband. 
11nd childn:'n. Write 101 !fOOl\ at p.ceslble. i\fOAt. 
Jovin.~o¢ly 

Your SilrtA:r 
)1nry L incoln.'' 

I n th is letter Mrs. Lincoln acknow­
ledged the receipt of "the alrlicting 

From the Uneoln Nntiona.l Life Foundation 

"fhe stnmp on this e n,·dope bears the ~ncellatiou dute o( April 24, ( 1865). 



intelligence of the death of dear sweet 
affectionate little Florence." This child 
was the granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ninian \V. Edwards, the daugh~ 
tcr of their son Charles who married 
Mary Hickox (February 18, 1868), 
the daughter o! Virgil Hickox. Flor­
ence was their only child. 

Mrs. Lincoln a lso alluded to Lewis 
Baker f rom whom •'} have never re­
cei ved a Jine . . . " This young man 
(born in 1858) was Edward Lewis 
Baker, Jr., the !:iOn or Julia Edwards 
Baker. During Mrs. Lincoln's deelin­
irg year$, when $he was mentally m 
and estranged from her own son, 
Robert, her thoughts centered around 
Lewis, her beloved grandnephew. Ap· 
parently Lewis was negligent. in wa-it­
ing to his great-aunt, and the absence 
of his letters caused Mrs. Lincoln to 
blame "The French . . . a superficial 
people .. whom she claimed maintained 
a careless post otTiee at Pau. 

A recent acquisition by the F oun. 
dation is a letter written by Olin D. 
Wheeler to Tad Lincoln. This is a 
Jett.er of !Sympathy .from one little 
boy '"'ho had a father to another little 
boy who had lost h is father. The 
identity of Olin D. Wheeler is revealed 
in the letter. He was the son of the 
Reverend A. Wheeler, o f Sandusky 
City, Ohio, a chaplain with the Al'my 
o! the Potomac. 

This must have been a difficult 
letter for a thirteen year old boy to 
compose and if it came to Tad Lin· 
coin's attention, which it probably 
did, it undoubtedly comforted the 
twelve year old lad. 

"S~tndu..ky Cit.y A pl. 23d J8&5 
••Mu ter T. Lincoln 

" Will 101.1 l>•rdo n th4:' ~ins: OOldnc. 
of • >·ounsr friend in writinJC to yc>u. no 
one can tcll how I ft!lt wh~n I he•rd )'OU~ 
fath~r WM d('fld. h • t ruck me as if by A 
t..hundl:r bcl.lt. I have- thou$Cht t!'Vf!r 11lnee ir 
I fNt 114 ho w th~ 110n o r aud1 " ff&t.heT mual 
feel. The whol~ City of S4tndU:Sky w .. 
d ra Pf(f in mourninsr & the p(!Opl~ •II fclt 
nwfully C\'f!n t he (;oJ•J•cor-h"u), & many Of 
the rebel l)ri liOnt!ra on J o hn$0ns hlft.nd for 
)'OU must know It is In o ur b<-$utlru l ba¥ 
h<> rt>. My (n\h('r ha3 &t-en )·ou and told me 
)·ou we~ about my 11i~4! nnd as:.e. He was 
Chat\lain fn the Army ot the Po tomse and 
I think ~w )'OU with your (athf! r rtviewing 
the ti'QOJ)!I one('. J nm o nly 13 )'Mn old. 
1 have ~n in the P•llera .ometblnSE o f 
how yoo f <>ll. and It made me wi4h to p.y 
fl'omelhlnll t o you abl)ut your (1\thcr. The!re 
never w•• a Pre$ident father liked better 
than htm our who lt! F&mlly ll~ed him \"\'tm 
our lh Ue boy 8 )'C~nl o ld woke up o ne 
morninx \\' ilh the bLme ntatlon that Pre~~i· 
d~nt Lincoln was de~~td. I know of no 
penon but. LhAI. dfd Jll.e him tht' J'tbcla 
on the hl~nd rw terrible a nd keep f«Jinx 
WO nK:". If your fnther did die t~erore thil 
wa r wa.s over he lived to aN the dawn or 
pee('(' sriii iRJf In t.hc d~tlln« upon n na. 
tln n w~ he l(d through & &ave(l from 
di"tnu1.ion. l-Ie will never be forsrotten by 
t~ Amcrlean PtOPie but will alwlla live 
in their hcttrt.f "" long 11 11 lht')' live. Geors.:e 
Wnshing tcm the Falhc-r or hill Country 
& Abraha.m Lin<:fl)n ~ohe DeUve!'ff will 
4llWfl¥8 Jxo th~ pride of the NAt.iun . The 
people hen:: r~ ., much he d.ld not 
liv~ Son.~ter to enJoy after th~ wn the 
hono.-. which the Natio n would so u lndly 
havt;~ bfltowe;'CI upon him. M'y fathfl' has 
JtOne to City Point to llt ay lllx w('eks tor 
the Chri:stla.n Commlulon. I ho~ you wont 
take this a• An otrcn«. 1 dare nol a11k 
) 'OU to nn•wf!r this but H you !lhould I 
woukl think it. a very Jtl'('fll. fa vo r . It you 
do dlr«l. to Olin D Wheeler Care R., 
A Wh«kor good b)'e 

)'OUrs truly 
01in D. Wh~lc.or" 

LINCOLN LORE 3 

LINCOI.J'I BANK CHECKS 
(Continued !rom 

Feb. 1, 1860 
No. (?) Springfield Marine & Fire 

Insurance Company $10.00 
Payable to First Church 
(See Pratt's orThe Personal Finances 

of Abraham Lincoln'' opposite page 
94) 

Feb. 22, 1860 
No. ( ?) Springfield Marine & Fire 

1 nsurance Company $11.06 
Payable to Mrs. S. Allen 
Or·iginal check owned by King V. 

Hostiek 
July 16 1860 
No. (!) Springfield Marine & Fire 

Insurance Company $5.00 
Payable to Second Portuguese Church 
July 28, 1860. 
No. ( ?) Springfield Marine & Fire 

Insurance Company $5.00 
Payable to Mrs. Barbara Oenkel (not 

written on printed check form) 
Original check owned by Richard M. 

Lede .... er in 1945 

Feb. 5. 1861 
No. (?) Springfield Marine & Fire 

Insurance Company $149.94 
Payable to (?) 
Original check owned by the Lincoln 

National Lire Foundation 
Aug. 28, 1861 
No. 41 Riggs & Co. $3.00 
Payable to ?lh·. Johns (a sick man ) 
Original check owned by The Riggs 

Nat.ional Bank of 'Vashington, D. C. 
March 10, 1862 
No. 79 Riggs & Co. $5.00 
Payable to ••Tad" (when he is well 

enough to present) 
Original check owned by WilJiam 1:1. 

Townsend 
March 11, 1862 
No. 80 Riggs & Co. $5.00 
Payable to William J ohnson (colo1•ed) 
Original check ow·ned by the Illinois 

Sta te Historical Library 

April 4, 1862 
No. 85. Riggs & Co. 
Payable to J ohn Hay 

$1,002. 19 

Aug. 11, 1863 
No. 52 Riggs & Co. $5.00 
Payable to Colored man with one leg 

May 4, 1864 
No. 87 Riggs & Co. 
Payable to Franklin & Co. 

$2.50 

OJ·iginal check owned by William A. 
Heilprin 

Jan. 6, 1865 
No. 21 Riggs & Co. 
Payable to Self 

Feb. 18, 1865 

$725.00 

$761.00 Nov. 26 Riggs & Co. 
Payable to Self 
Original check owned by Richard N. 
Lederer in 19~5 

April 13, 1865 
No. 2 The Fi•·st National Bank $800.00 
Payable to Self 

In 1927 this original cheek was sold 
by Thomas F. Madigan, 1\Utograph 
dealer, to J ohn Sherwin, chairman 
of the board o! directors of the 
Union Trust Company of Cleve_. 
land, Ohio. 

November issue) 

In 1900 Lincoln Isham gave the 
Library of Congress a collection of 
29 bank checks which were drawn 
by his great-grandfather. As the 
dates will indicate, all the checks were 
drawn by Lincoln on the Springfield 
Marine & Fire Insurance Company. 
They follow: 

Canedy & Johnson ........ ....................... . 
...................... $15.70-January 15, 1859 
Condell Stockdale & Co ........................ . 
............. ........... $50.91-January 15, 1859 
J oseph Perkins, Collector ................... . 
........................ $1A7-February 8, 1859 
P .A. Oorwin & Co . ................. .............. . 
...................... $2.16-February 16, 1859 

C. Loch ............... .............................. ...... . 
.................... $10.00-February 16, 1859 

Kingsley North & Co • .......................... 
...... .............. $10.50-February 22, 1859 
J. \V. Fracketton, Treasurer ................ .. 
.......................... $22.50-March 19, 1859 
Woods & Henkle ................................... . 
............................ $6.00-March 21, 1859 
J .G. Hull ................................................. . 
.......................... $28.64-March 28, 1859 
01-. P. Moran ......................................... . 
.................................... $5.00-April 1859 
H. C. Myers ............................................. . 
.............................. $38.80- May 16, 1859 

J oseph Vere ........ ................................... . 
.................................. $2.87-July 8, 1859 

E. R. Wiley ............... ..... .................... ..... . 
. ............................... $3.70-July 8, 1859 
!. B. Curran ....... .................................... . 
.............................. $88.70-July 29, 1859 
Ruckel & J ohns ....................................... . 
............................ $92.65-August 5, 1859 
G. W. Chatterton ................................. . 
.......................... $24.00-August 6, 1859 
W. P. McKinnie ..................................... . 
........................ $7.67-September 3, 1859 
W. G erthousen .................................... ... . 
...................... $5.00- September 6, 1859 
D. J . Boynton ......................................... . 
. ....................... $1.75-September 7, 1859 

W. P. McKinnie ............. ........................ . 
...................... $8.38-November 26, 1859 
Self for Bob ......... .................................. . 
. ................... $25.00-Dccember 16, 1859 
C. Loch ..................................................... . 
...................... $9.30-December 19, 1859 
1\tartin \Valters ................................. ...... . 
. ..................... $5.00-December 26, 1859 
J. B. Fosselman ....................................... . 
...................... $1.25-0ecembcr 29, 1859 
Canedy & J ohnson ................................. . 
........................ $5.90-J anuary 12, 1860 

Woods & Henkle ................................... . 
.................... $100.00-February 1, 1860 
Self for OtTicer & Pusey ..................... . 
........................ $15.25-February 2, 1860 
Isaac Sisson ........................................... . 
............................ $10.00-April SO, 1860 
Wife ........................................................... . 
............................ $5.00-August 6, 1860 
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Alexander, 1481; Allen, Everett S., 
1481; Allen, Mrs. S., 1486; Anderson, 
1480; Andrew, 1480; Angle, 1476, 
1481. 

Bailey, Bernadine, 1480; Bailey, 
Louis J., 1475; Bailhache, 1485; Baker, 
Edward L., 1485; Baker, Julia Ed· 
wards,l486; Baker, Lewis, 1486; Bar­
rett, 1486; Barzun, 1481; Bass, 1484; 
Belting, 1475; Berger, 1482, 1483; 
Berry, 1479; Bishop, 1481; Blair, 1482; 
Bleakley, 1475, 147!); Blum, 1475; 
Booth, 1475, 1478; Bottolfsen, 1480; 
Boynton, 1486; Brady, 1482, 1483; 
Bragdon, 1480; Bridgman, 1483; 
Brig(rs, 1480; Brockmeyer, 1483; 
Brod1e, 1481; Buchard, 1483; Buck· 
ner, 1480; Bush, 1479. 

Cameron, 1480; Canedy, 1486; Car­
penter, 1480, 1482, 1483; Carr, 1485; 
Castro, 1481; Catton, 1475; Chase, 
1475, 1482; Chatterton, 1486; Chris­
tie, 1483; Cist, 1485; Clark, Evelyn 
(Mrs. Schuyler Colfax), 1475; Clay, 
1475, 1484; Colfax, Schuyler, Sr., 
1475; Colfax, Schuyler, Jr., 1475, 1482; 
Colfax, William, 1475; Colver, 1475; 
Commanger 1476; Condell, 1486; Cow­
ley, 1475; Crawford, Elizabeth, 1476; 
Crawford, John, 1476; Crawford, 
Josiah, 1476: Crocker, 1481; Cryder­
man, Mrs. Maude J ., 1476: Curran, 
1486; Curtin, 1482, 1486. 

Daggett, Miss Abbie, 1478; Daggett, 
Albert, 1478; Daggett, Alexander, 
1478; Daggett, Miss Annie, 1478; Dag­
gett, Mrs. Blanche, 1478; Daggett, 
Mrs. Joseph, 1478; Dalton, 1480; 
Davis, 1480, 1486; Derby, 1483; Deer­
ing, 1478; Denkel, Mrs. Barbara.._1486; 
Dennison, 1480 ; Dever, 1476; uorris, 
1476; Dorwin, 1486; Douglas, 1475. 

Edwards, Char·les, 1486 ; Edwards, 
Mrs. Charles (Mary Hickox) 1486; 
Edwards, Ninian, 1486; Edwat~s. Mrs. 
Ninian, 1486; Englehardt, 1481; Ewcl, 
1478. 

Farnham, 1485; Fillmore, 1482; 
Fish, 1475; Fisher, 1475; Fosselman, 
1486; Foster,--, 1475; Foster, Jack, 
1485: Fowler, 1481; Fracketton, 148G; 
Freeman, U80; F'remont, 1480; 
French, 1481. 

Gamble, 1481; Garfield, 1475, 1483; 
Garner, 1476; Gates, 1475, 1476, 1480, 
1481, 1483; Gear, 1485; Gentry, 1484; 
Gephardt, 1481; Ge1'thousen, 1486; 
Glover, 1485; Goldstein, 1480; Good­
man, 148G; Gorsline, 1483; Grant, 
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