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THE BLEAKLEY & MONTGOMERY LEDGERS

The finaneial standing of Abraham Lineoln’s father is
best portrayed by a study of his accounts in Bleakley &
Montgomery's ledgers and day book which are a part
of the eollection of the Lincaln National Life Foundation.

These accounts of Thomas Lincoln with the Elizabeth-
town, Kentucky mercantile firm cover the period from
July 30, 1804 to June 3, 180B. The account books are
designated as Ledger “A" and Ledger “B". There is
also a day hook for the period of June 1, 1805 to Novem-
ber 22, 1806. The twenty Thomas Lineoln entries in the
day book begin with the date of August 23, 1805 and end
with the date of November 12, 1806,

It is believed that the Ledgers “A" and “B" were the
first two used by the firm of Bleakley & Montgomery.
Thizs mercantile firm was composed of Robert Bleakley
and William Montgomery who arrived in I'l]l.r:-lh:rlhirmn
about the year 1801. Previous to this they found employ-
ment in the same establishment in Baltimore, Maryland.
The two partners were Scoteh-Irishmen who in carly
manhood were expelled from their country because ._he\,
were Orangemen. According to Samuel Hayeraft, Jr., the
author of “A History of Elizabethtown, Kl’_"l'lt.'l,ll:‘k:r' "and
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Its Surroundings' (written in 1869) Montgpomery “was
arrested and confined in a prison from which men were
taken and executed daily, Montpomery was released from
prizon through the interposition of hizs aunt, who was
the wife of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland on the condi-
tion that he would emigrate to Ameriea.”

Hayeraft relates that “Bleakley who was engaged in
the same rebellion, evading the officers of the govern-
ment, concealed himself in a vessel and thus made his
escape to the United States. They married sisters, two
of the danghtors of William Withers, Esq., a very re-
spectable Virginia pentleman near West Point (Ken-
tucky).” The Kentucky historian stated that “perhaps
their stock of poods was the first that deserved the name
of an assortment.”

Hayeraft thought that “There is something romantic
and interesting in the history of these two men. Born
on the same Island, engaged in the same rebellion, both
compelled to leave to save their lives; emigrating to the
same country, finding employment in the same estab-
lishment in the cily of Baltimore, partners in merchan-
dising in Elizabethtown, marrying sizters and then living

Bleakley & Montgomery's Ledgers and Day Book. The day book is laid open ta Thomas Lincoln’s account of May 16, 15806,
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and dying on adjacent farms." Yet, in spite of their
exeiting life history these two men are only remembered
bﬂ' Lineoln students as merchantz who did business with
the father of the sixteenth president.

The store was loeated on the Public Square in a log
house. The building was located on Lot No. & on the
corner of the square which is now oceupied by the First
Hardin National Bank. Bleakley & Montgomery did a
thriving businezs and were very popular citizens of the
county seat town.

Thesze early merchants conducted their business under
the English monetary system of pounds, shillings and
pence. However, there are occasional entries of pay-
ments in dollars and ecents. Unfortunately, all the day
books of the period of Themas Lincoln’s purchases are
not extant and for that reason it is impossible to deter-
mine every item he puorchased. Many times the mer-
chants would enter several purchases in the ledgers as
“Sundries” with reference to the folio or page in the day
book which listed the items in detail.

The early bivgrﬂphem of the sixteenth president, with-
out exception, depicted Thomas Lincoln as an indolent
Efnne{:r without money and with ne financial responsi-

ility in his community. But the Bleakley & Montgomery
ledgers reveal that he had exeellent eredit and that his
purchases were not inconsiderable. Thomas Lincoln was
evidently considered by this firm as a valued customer.
In fact an examination of his account reveals that he not
only purchased on credit, but that he was even charged
with sizeable sums for hizs friends and relatives,

Otis M. Mather, writing for The Register of the Ken-
tueky Stale Histoviel Sociely, January, 1930, Vel. 28,
No. 82, in.an article entitled “Thomas Lincoln's Accounts
With Elizabethtown Merchants” observed that “Thomas
Lincoln began making purchases soon after Ledger A’
was opened, but hiz transactions with the firm ceased
leng before Ledger ‘B" was discarded.” Ledger “B" has
accounts running as late as the year 1810.

From all indications Thomas Lincolns last transaction
was made on June 3, 1808, when he purchased “sand-
paper and screws,” for which he was charged one shil-
ling and three pence. One entry for the same date fol-
lows: “Bals put to the credit of work done. His note 12
(shillings).” This credit squared his account.

The reason for Themas Lineoln's failure to make
further purchases from Bleakley & Montgomery's store
can be attributed to the fact that it was about this time
(date of last purchase) that he contemplated moving
to the Sinking Spring farm located on the South Fork
of MNolin River. However, he did not get a title to the
farm until, December 1808, when he bought it from his
future brother-in-law, Isaac Bush. From the summer
or fall of 1808, until hiz removal to Indiana in the fall
of 1816, Thomas Lincoln lived a distance from fourteen
to eighteen miles from Elizabethtown and the friendly
merchants,

In analysing Thomas Lincoln's accounts Otis M.
Mather made the following statements:
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Bleakley & Monigomery Ledger A

“It is of inferest to note that in the statement of Thomas Lin-
coln's account there are charges for many tools pertalning to his
trude ns o carpenter—one cast steel (casteel) saw, on August .
1804, one plane bit, September &, 1504 : one file, November 10,
184 ; one saw, Febroary 27, 1805; and others, The item of ‘1
Fiddle Baszs," on November 6, 1804, for which he was charped 1
ghilling and six pence, must have been o fuddle string.. Though
Thomns Lincoln has not been mentioned in history ns & musician,
this purchase would indicate that he was possibly a fiddler in his
early days, and this accomplishment may have n pome nttrpe-
tion to the voung Indy who wns soon to be his bride. And the
charge of one pound and sixteen shillings . . . for n hat, on Jan-
uary 1, 180G, is personsive evidence that Thomas wore no slouch
when he went a-wooing. A pair of suspenders for nine shillings

. which he purchased on May 25, 1505 should have been suffici-
ently ornamental for any rustie Benu Bromeael

“A pint of whiskeyr and n pound or two of tobaceo now nnd then
imdicated that Thomns wns not wholly sverse (o the superfulties
of lifle. But let it be =aid for him that hiz purehnses of whishey
were much less frequent than the average for the customers of
Bleakley & Montgomery.

“Perhaps the most interesting of the entries are those of the
Spring of the yeac 1508, when Thomas Lincoln was nbout to
the head of a family of hi=s own, On March 1 of that year he had
te his eredit on the books the neat sum of 18 pounds. 11 shilllngs
ind 6% pence . .. On the 16th of May of the same venr he wns
credited with ‘Sundries’ to the amount of 30 pounds. 4 shillings
nnd T pence, In the meantime his porchnses hsed been  smnll—
one hall of n calf skin on May 3—posaibly this was Tor his wedding
boots—and two charres Tor ‘Sundries” on Moy 18, ons for 18 shil-
lings nnd & ponce, the other for & pounds, 1 shilling and ll:ﬁ
perice. On May 20 Jsaae Bush made purchases to the amount
15 pounds on Thomas Lineoln's account. On May 21, and 22, 1806,
Thomas purchased *Sundrics” to the goodly amount of 35 pounds, ]
ghilling and 8 pence, Tt would be gpratifving to Lincoln students
to know the items moking up the sum tots]l of these purchases,
but we most content ourselves to believe that they represented the
finnl preparation for the wedding . . . On June 2, 1506, a bridle
waz purch for 13 shillinga and 6 pence. This was probably
wsel on the horse which a few doys lnter earried Thomas to Springs
field, Kentucky, where, on June 10, 1806, he signed & marringe
bond, and on June 12 he married Mancy Hanks, The honesmoon
must have been short, for on June 16, four davs after the wedding.
we find Thomas again buying ‘Sundries’ to the nmount of T shillings
and 3 pence from Bleakley & Montgomery, at Elizabethiown,"

In making a study of the Bleakley & Montgpomery
ledgers and day book it is significant to point out that
Kentucky and Virginia mercantile firms used a partic-
ular sterling of their own and their shilling was worth
1625 centz (20 shillings equal 1 pound). Vertification of
this may be found in T. 5. Berry's “Western Prices
Before 1861," page 364, For example, referring to the
Thomas Lincoln entry in the Rleakley & Montgomery
day book dated May 20, 1806, the entry is for 3 yard
of Scarlet Cloth @ 60 which cost 0 pounds, 15 shillings
and 0 pence. This makes the cost of the item exactly
$2.00. hile this seems to be & big price to pay for
one-fourth yard of ecloth, the cost was high as it was
likely imported and then transported across the moun-
tains. Advances of 100 to 150 percent on such goods
over the Baltimore or Philadelphia prices was common
in Kentucky in 1808,

Perhaps no better documentary source can be pro-
duced than the Bleakley & Montgpomery ledgers to attest
to Thomas Lincoln’s ability to provide for his family
the necessities and comforts of life, Certainly we can
conelude that during the period from 1804 to 1808 he
WHS 4 prosperous pioneer.
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Thomas Lincoln's account from February 9, 1805 to February 27, 1806.
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BELEAELEY & MONTGOMERY DAY BOOK
June 1, 1805 to November 22 1806

Thoamas Lincoln, Dr, Conira Cir::

1 S0 118 Febo18, 1808 2400 Ibs. pork @ 18/ 14
3 osaf 454 " boof 0157 3 14 b siied

168 Bay 16, 1806 Going to Orlcans & 10
Gokd i 7 sard

B5 214 Aog. 23,1805 § Db Balains
1 Fool Adze
65 B56  May 3, 1806 § Calf Skin
&5 160 May 10, 1608 I yda, cloth @36 a4
1§ * Jane 8 4/9
!. * Birovwn Hislland @ 4
*  Hearlot Cloth @ 80
3 sticks twist
2 skanes SHk
3 [pox. Buttons @ 45
3} yds, Cassimerc & 18 2
I " pape
I Doz, Biions 1
& Battoss 1
2 wis, Browns Hollosd &

B skanés thrond 0000 . ¥

Dduit e arnk

45 160 May 16, 1800 5 ydw. Linnen @ 3/ 15
1 b, Tobacco I & noi8g

85 182 Mayilo, 1808 Thomas Lincoin to Isasc Bush
angwrred for the Laar ]
3 ydsi, Coating @ 21,/6 a
13 " Brows Holkasd @ 3/
1
1
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#8182 May 20, 1506

" Red (anncl @ 8/
" Dor, Butbons @309
' shnaes Sk
1 stick twist
I skanes throad
22 Cash ET0 33 18

68 183 Moy 24, 183§ Thomas Lncoln pro order
Zilk for Mrs, Owpden 12
63 167  Juns 2, 1806 1 Tipt Bridie 13
B85 188 Jane 4, 1868 Sondrics for Mrs, Johnsion T
65 174 June 16,1206 § set Knives & Forks -]
¥ skanes Silk 2

68 170 June 20,1808 1 skane thresd

85 178 Jane 21, 100 1 shes lmife 1
% ghanes thread

85 190 Aug. 4 1500 § Dox. spoons
1 Ib. Tabacoo

B2 186,  Aug. 8. 1808 Thémas Lincoln 1
answered for
as 243 Aug, 14, 1504 Thomns Lincoln
answered for Henry Erwin 1
3 214 Bept.10; 1800 1 Ibe. Tobacco 4 )
U3 239 Oct, 25, 1806 Meedles & Whiskey 1 1
4 Beashel Sali 4
85 B3 Nov. I 1806 Bald of Whiskey
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EDITORE ROTE: TWO OF THE ABOVE ENTRIES MERIT S0ME KROTICE; MAMELY, "SILK FOit MRS OGDEN, " AND "SUNDRIES FOR MES. JOHNETON.®" DID
THESE TWO WOMEN MAKE UF TOM LIMCOLNE WEDDING OUTFIT? MRS, OGDEN WAS THE WIFE OF BERJAMIN OGDEM. A METHODET PREACHER AND
THE KEEPER OF THE KEYS OF THE COURTHOUSE, MRS, JOANSTON WAS THE WIFE OF DANIEL JOHKSTON (DIED 1810), THE HARDIN COUNTY JAILOR,
WHOM ToM LINCOLN WAS DESTINED TO TARE AS HIS SECOND WIFE ON DECEMBER 2, 1818, NANCY HANKS LINCOLN HAVING DHED ON OCTOBER B, 1818,

10 Ao ssens

e R
LT AN Laa i S
"'_!'l.l s ...r.’..".'"f-n-- wil |
_a 4.- ';-_.-':.f ..-r-;q i
- A ke 1
L -l'-"l W b !F(: r),-“
s - e - A s
"
el i
...'I '_ J ¥
i o, {{ _J}:} 'ﬁc....:-t_i .::,ﬁ"
L SO K .o : d
i & P i, L
T |
i

Bleakley & Montgomery Ledger B
Thomas Lincoln’s accouni from September 13, 1806 to June 3, 1508,
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BLEAKLEY & MONTGOMERY LEDGER A

1804 - 1806
1804 Thomas Lincaln D, e Conirs cr
25 July 30-31 s los fo, 18 (1} 2 Oeot, 38 By Beef L F A ]
* ' Balance " | 14
Aug. 8 1 Casicel Saw EE I8
Aug. 15 Sundrles I a
Aug. 27 Ditro £0 1 &
Sept. & 1 Plone RiL 4 1
Sopt, 27 sundries &4 3 4
ety & [kt &0 & 4§
Row, 6 1 Fidalie Bass T i &
HRow, 10 1 Fibe ] 1 [ RN .
1803 1S
dan, I 1 Hai W 118 &8 July 27 By Honry Ewin Notes 191 T 7
dun, B4 Gundrios 10 L] L]
Balasco carriod to oh B ﬂ
3 To Balance brot from # s 3 af
Fib, 2 Hunddries 13 1 1o L
Febo 11 ] ﬁ:. Calioo Ly 1]
Foh, 27 1 Sawr 113
Apr, 4 2 iwisia Tobaoco 144 1 ]
May 15 1 pisl Whiskey 183 )
May T5 1 pair Suspenders i &
h}; 12 1 shane Silk 176 #
Mg, T0-21 Humlrins 11 & 1
Aug. 2E-E3 nitis 14 o
Aug. B 1 twist Tobaooo 46 i [
Hept, 0 1 File 12 E]
Fpl, 15 4 yels, aslls 1 1z
gl 20 1 twisl Todssoo 23 ] L]
Ot 2 & Braan Kimgn ) 1 &
Dec, 2 1 iwisl Tobacos &7 i &
50 e
Feb, 17 Hny 125 s ‘7 5 Feb 18 Sundr jeu T T 7 S T 5 R
&3
Balance Carvied to Ledgoe B 18 11 8 ppnbab
BLEAKLEY & MONTGOMERY LEDGER B
1805 - 1807 (100
Thoman Liscobn Dw. Conirn Or.
1504 1hit
65 May 3  Cutr siin 16 3 Marck 1 By Balases beok fram
Moy 18 Sundries 160 T Lasdger A 1 Il %
T, it | ! i} Blay 16 Susdricn G L | 1
May 20 Isaac [ash 162 15 Balance M 6 i)
Moy 132 Sundries L | [ TRt #E3L1Y
Balanoo (oo b pakd 5 pork) 1% -8 114
Muy 4 Hilk 161 1z
Jane 1 1 Hridie 167 TER
Jamis 4 sumdrive 188 1 &
Jame 141 D, 174 7 a
Jeme 10 1 wkane thresd 175 2
Jumi 21 Sunidries 176 ]
A A D, ] ¥ Ll
Ang. § Answered [or B Eromlicld 198 | i
i = Menry Ewis 2021 8 wisos) By, AmL Cacried to ul il
vl To. Amt, brot from 6 i a4
Sapl. 13 1 tw, Tobacsn 4 4 &
0ot. 25 Suindriea pa- 1 s
MNov. 12 flals of Whiskuy k] ]
BT 137
dusm, 3 1 tw, Tabacoo a8 T |
Jam, 21 sSundrics F T 6 B304 93  March® By Sandrics zE3 30 1 'l 20,14
July 2 Do, Borews 219 & e
Mg, 45 kL] EHE] i a
Ang. 1T 1 twist Tubsood: ] ]
Hepl. 10 1 Gimsblet E &
ot 3 Calome] & Jallop Er 5
Oct, 25 D, Do, ] &
Moy, I 1 1b. Tohacco I 1 L]
L] 1608
Fob, 22 Sunds len £ B A
May 13 2 Dox. Budtoes 251 L] [ April 22 By Cash MT 1 10
iz 3 Bxndpaper & Boremas bk 1 a
Bale. put fo the Crodit
af work dose His Note 1z ELA0.0 Bla00

EDITOR'S NOTE: THERE IE A MAY 20, 1808 ENTRY ON PAGE 3% OF LEDGER B INDICATING THAT THOMAS LINCOLN {olio 182) CHEDITED THE ACCOUNT OF
FEAAC BUSH IN THE AMOUNT OF k15 FROM THE STARKDPOINT OF BODKEEEPING THRERF ARE LIKELY MANY SCREPANCIES IN THESE ACCOUNTS DUE TO
THE FRAGMENTARY CONDITION OF THE LEDGERS
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