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ABRAHA!U LINCOLN MANUSCRIPTS IN THE FOUNDATION COLLECTION 
While the great strength of the Lincoln National Life 

Foundation's l'esearch facilities is centered in its library 
of printed publications it does afTo1·d the student con
siderable manuscript materials. 

In a descriptive booklet bearing the title The Lincoln 
Natiotral Life Foundat-ion (Form 2874·58) 1 which de
S¢J·ibes the various research material$ o f the eollection

1 

there is a statement. on "The Archives." 
The aTchives depa•·tment is especially rich in docu

ments relating to Lincoln's aneestry, Kentucky environ
ment., and early Indiana history, also in original writ
ings of Abraham Lincoln and his contemporaries. 

Genealogy-Genealogical lists of 1,200 Hanks families 
and hundreds of family letters compr-ise the largest 
collection of documents ever assembled about Lincoln's 
maternal ancestry. 

K cntucky R ecords- Thousands of records copied from 
Ol'iginnl entries in Kentucky courthouses are available, 
and 1,200 original manuscripts dating back to 1780 have 
been assembled. 

b uUana History-The Richard W. Thompson collection 
of manuscripts, comprising 1,200 items contemporary 
with Lincoln s day, giVeS a tine picture of political life 
in lndiana at this time. 

Autogra1>h Collections-Countless thousands of letters 
relating to Lincoln are on file of which over 500 are by 
people who knew him. Orig-inal writings of. Lincoln num. 
bcr approximately 65 items. A collection of 185 (now 198) 
letters addressed to Lincoln have been collected. Letters 
of ancestral Lineolns, the president's father, wife and 
children constitute a valuable part of the manuscript file. 

M;crofilm Strips-The contents of the two largest 
manuscript colJections in the Library of Congress-The 
Lincoln Papers consisting of 18,350 documents and the 
Herndon ... Weik collection of records and reminiscences 
arc valuable rC'ference sourees. Other microfilm strips ot 
the Herndon·Lamon co1lection, Kentucky records, the 
Vincennes, Jndiana newspaper J.Ve1tern Sun 1807-1828, 
church and genealogical records augment this modern 
research medium. 

I.Ancoln Lhre numbers 1429 (Mareh 1957), 1430 (April 
1957) and 1482 (J une 1957), carried a compilation of 184 
.,Letters Addressed To Lincoln." Two additional letters 
addressed to Lincoln also appeared in bincoln L<We num
ber 1433 (July 1057). Since that date twelve additional 
letters addressed to Lincoln have been acquired making 
a total of 198 letters to date. 

Original writings of Lincoln are perhaps the most 
valuable items to be found in a collection of materials 
pertaining to the sixteenth president. A detailed descrip
tion of t.he Foundation's holdings follow: 

1. October·Term, 1837 2 p., Stuart & Lincoln ADS 
2. November 10, 1842 1 p., Langford v Johnson 

(no signature) AD 
3. November 14, 1842 1 p., Strong & Lincoln ADS 
4. March Term, 1843 2 p., Logan & Lincoln ADS 
5. September 3, 1848 1 p., Lincoln to Junius 

Hall ALS 
6. August Term, 1S49 1 p., Lincoln & Herndon ADS 
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For addit iona l inform ation c.oneerning t his two page 
letter see Li ,.col" Lore• n umber 1136, "The October 
Elect ions'\ January 15, 195t and number 1137, "Extra 
Illust rated Autographs", Jan uary 22. 195 1. 

7. April 9, 1850 
•8. August 9, 1850 

9. 1852 
10. 1858 

3 p., (Court Document) 
1 p., Lincoln to John 

Addison 
1 p., (Legal Document) 
1 p., (Legal Document) 

AD 

ALS 
AES 
ADS 
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•n. May 28, 1857 p., Lincoln to Cooper 
& Reynolds A LS 

12. September 13, 1859 1 p., TeleA"ram-Lincoln to 
W. T. Bascom ATS 

• t 3. June 4, 1800 1 p., Lincoln to Edwin A. 
Palmer, Jr. ALS 

• 14, June 18, 1860 1 p .. Lincoln to Richard 
W. Thompson ALS 

15. (no date) 1 p., Envelope addressed to 
Thompson by Lincoln AA 

•t6. July 10, 1860 1 p., Lincoln to Richard 
W. Thompson ALS 

• t7. November 26, 1860 1 p ., Lincoln to R. S. 
Rogers LS 

18. February 5, 1861 1 p., Signature on check 
fra£ment accompanied 
by Robert T. Lincoln 

• 19. March 4, 1861 

•20. June 22, 1861 

•21. August 7, 1861 

22. September 9, 1861 
• 23. December 7, 1861 

24. December 12, 1861 

25. May 13,1862 

26. September 2, 1862 

27. October 14, 1862 

28. December 4. 1862 

29. February 27, 1863 

30. March 4, 1863 

31. March 9, 1863 

32. April 22, 1863 

33. November 27, 1863 
34. January 14, 1864 

0 35. February 10, 1864 

36. Februar y 12, 1864 

37. March 2, 1864 

38. April 10, 1864 

•39. April 14, 1864 

40. April 21, 1864 

0 41. May 17, 1864 

• 42. May 27, 1864 

letter S 
p., lnv-itation to James 

Buchanan (Believed 
t..o be tracing of 
original letter) T 

1 p., To Heads o f Bureaus 
in the War, Navy &. 
Other Depts. LS 

1 p., Jerry T. Boyle 
endorsement AES 

1 p., Eastman appointment DS 
1 p., \Varrnnt for the par~ 

don o r Anna Boyle DC 
1 p., John W. Bami1ton 

endorsement AES 
1 p., W. C. Tarkington 

endorsement AES 
1 p., N. W. Edwards' ad-

dress (Bloomington, 
Ill.) AA 

1 p., Endorsement o( B. 
Hamlin's request for 
appointment of Brig. 
(;en. Hiram C. Berry 
to rank of Major· 
General AES 

1 p.1 J. T. Morrison 
endorsement 

1 p., J. M. Avery 
appointment 

1 p., Warren H. Withers 
appointment 

1 p., Request to see Mr. 
Henry 

1 p., William L. Mather 
appointment 

1 p., Note to Seward 
1 p., Ira F. Payson 

endorsement 
1 p., Recommendation of 

Gen. Burnside ap· 
approved and 
ordered 

1 p., William Stanton 
endorsement 

AES 

DS 

DS 

ANS 

DS 
ANS 

AES 

AES 

AES 
1 p., Endorsement of G. 

Clay Smith's request AES 
1 p., Leo Rosenthal 

appointment DS 
1 p ., Endorsement for Miss 

C. N. AES 
1 p., David D. Wemple 

appointment DS 
1 p., 

1 p., 

Draft ordered for 
300,000 men LS 
Telegram·Lincoln to 
Richard \V. Thomp-
son ALS 
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The reverse side of this letter bears the following in· 
scription (not in Lincoln's handwriting); .. Piea~e assh;t 
Mr. Nicolay in obtainjng aJI the information desired.'. 
Sigm.'<l by Simeon Cnmeron and Gideon Welles and dated 
"22 June 61." 

43. August 1, 1864 

44. August 27, 1864 
45. September, 1864 

0 46. September 19, 1864 

47. (no date) 

48. (no date) 

• 49. October 4, 1864 

•so. November 28, 1864 

•51. December 13, 1864 

52. December 20, 1864 

53. January 24, 1865 

1 p., Military appointment 
(name not legible) DS 

1 p., Signature with date A 
1 p., Signature with date A 
2 p., Lincoln to \ViJiiam 

T. Sherman LS 
1 p., Autographed photo

graph for Tazewell 
County F'nir (Hay 
letter dated Oct. 10, 
1864) s 

1 p., Autographed photo
graph for Taz~well 
County Fair (Hay 
letter dated Oct .10, 
1864) s 

1 p., Endorsement of re-
quest by ~'illiam D. 
Kelley AES 

1 p., Lincoln to Henry F. 
Harrington LS 

1 p., Capt. Goodman find 
place !or little boy ANS 

1 p., Endorsement of re-
quest made by James 
Speed AES 

1 p., Endorsement of 
Geort;e J. Hawkins 
petition AES 

54. February 1, 1865 1 p., Endorsement of re-
quest by E. B. 
Washburne 

55. February 10, 1865 1 p,, Submitted to the 
commissioner of 
prisons 

(Continued on page 4) 

AES 

ANS 



MARY 1878 
Age 9 years 

LINCOLN LORE 

THE LINCOLN GRANDCHILDREN 

ABRA HAM (J ack ) 1878 
Age 5 years 

.. .... 

J ESSIE 1878 
Age 2 1z years 

3 

In n study of the vital statistics or the Lincoln !amily 
few students have access to very much information con· 
cernin,:c the president's descendnnta. However, this in· 
formation wa.s made available in a limited way through 
the publication of Lincoln L~ru number 244 (December 
II, 1933), 549 (October 16, 1939), and 1205 ()lay 12, 
1952). With the rec:ent discovery of four unpublished 
photosrraphs of the three Lincoln grandr.hildren it is well 
to review the family relationship. 

Born-October 15, 1869-Chlcngo, Ill. 
Married-Sept. 2, 1891 Chnrloa Isham, London, Eng

land. 
Died-Nov. 21, 1938-19 East Seventy-Second St., Now 

York City-Age 69. • 
Abroham (Jack) Linc~ln-Grandson 
Second child and only son or Robert and Mary Harlan 

Lincoln. 
(Continued on page 4) 

The carte..de-vi.site photographs 
are " gift to the Foundation by 
Thontas ShoaffJ son of Mr. and 
Mro. John D. Shoaff of Forc. 
\Vaync, Indiana. They were se
cured originaUy by the donor'IJ 
relative who was a neighbor or 
the Robert 1'. Lincolns when they 
resided In Chicago, _Illinois. The 
photographer was H. Rocher, '17, 
79 & 81 State Street, Chicago. 
Each phot<>graph bean the pen
c•led notation of the child's name 
and age. Two of the photographs 
are of Jes~ie depicting her at the 
age of two and one-half and three 
years of age. • A study of tho 
IJencilt'd notations reveals thai. 
they nrc either identical to or 
bear u close resemblance to the 
handwl'iting of Mary Todd Lin
coln the grandmother. 

A genealogical chan or Abra
ham Lincoln and Mary Todd pro
vides the pertinent facts regard· 
inf the ttrandehildren's relation· 
ahrp to the president and their 
living d~endants4 

"The photograph of Jessie age 
3 ia not shown. 

VITA L STATISTICS 
(Lincoln Lore No. 1205) 

/tl(lr'-1/ Lincoln /slu:un-Crand· 
duughtcr 

First child of Robert and Mury 
Harlan Lincoln. 

wuu• 
1800-1862 

Jesaie-187~·1948 

Warried 

ABRAHAl< LD<COU11 1009·1665 
rterrho 

Nary Tod4-181A-1882 

I 
Robert Todd Lincoln·l84~·1926 
M~rried wary Karlan-1847·1937 

Abraham 
18?3-1890 

1st. Warren BeckWith 
Lincoln Is~·l892-

MArried Leaha..l..3& Correa 
2nd . Frank Edward Johnson 
Srd. Robert J. Randolph 

Robert Lincoln Beekwith•l90~· 
Married )Ire. Ua'lfll Holland • tlson 

Cenealoelcal table 1how1ng oll the 11•1ng dteoendonta or Abraham Linooln. 
Ther e is no descendant btarin& the surname or Lincoln . 

Courte.y of Lftttor \\t, 0'-on 
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THE LINCOLN GRANDCHILDREN 
(Continued !rom page 3) 

Born-August 14, 1873. 
Died-March 5, 1890 at No.2 Cromwell House, Ken

sington, England- Age 17. Death caused by an infected 
abscess under one of his arm::; requiring delicate surgical 
operation. Body first deposited at Lincoln's Tomb, Spt;ng· 
field, 111.

1 
but later interred beside his father in Arlington 

Nationa Cemeter}•. 
Jessie Lincoln Ralrdolph-Granddaughter 
Youngest daughter and third child of Robert and Mary 

Harlan Lincoln. 
Born-November 6, 1875. 
Married (1st) Nov. 10, 1897 Warren J;leekwith, Mil

waukee, Wis. 
Married (2nd) June 22, 1915 Frank Johnson, Man

chester. Vt. 
)!arried (3rd) Dec. 30, 1926 Robert J. Randolph, Wash

ington, D. C. 
Died-Jan. 6, 1948-Rutland, Vt. City Hospital-Age 

72. 

OC:.flAPHtR 

• II I C \GO 
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e: 
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Reverse side of earte·de·visite photograph bearing the 
n ame of the photographer and the location of his old and 
new studios. Note handwriting resembles t hat of Mary 
Todd Lineoln. 

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS ISSUE-1948 
3c Bright Blue 

This commemorative 
stamp was issued on the 
85th anniversary of Abra· 
ham Lincoln•s addre~s at 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
The stamp is 0.84 by 1.44 
inches in dimensions. It is 
arranged hori1.-ontaJiy and 
was printed by the rotary 

Scott No. 978 process. Sheets of fifty 
stamps were issued in bright 

blue with electric·eye perforations. The left center of the 
stamp was engraved from a photograph of Daniel Ches· 

t(!r French's statue of Lincoln that stands on the 
Nebraska State House grounds at Lincoln,_ Nebraska. 
The photograph was obtained ft-om the t'hiladelphia 
Library and the portrait was engt·aved by R. M. Brown. 

To the right of the stamp is a plaque bearing, in shaded 
Roman letters, the wording: _.That Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish 
fl·om the earth.' The name "Abraham Lincoln" appears 
in shaded Gothic letters. The denomination of the stamp 
is designated 113 cents" in white Roman letters in the 
upper left corner. On a dark background panel, to the. 
right, is a lighted tol'ch. Across the bottom border is a 
palm branch over which appears in dark Roman lettering 
uu. S. Postage." 

Pt'eSident Harry S. Truman signed the bill authol'izing 
this special stamp on J unc 29, 1948. The bill provided 
that the stamp wa:; to be issued on November 19, 1948. 
This was perhaps the first time that a St..'1mp was author· 
ized to commemorate the de livel'y of a speech. The stamp 
was first placed on sale at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

This commemorative stamp has been declared to be 
one of the most beautiful, if not the most beautiful, of 
all the Lincoln stamps. 

Editor's note: The editor of l~i"coln Dore plans to 
discuss in future numbers of this monthly bu11etin a11 of 
the Lincoln stamps that. have been issued by the United 
States and foreign countries. They will be treated accord· 
ing to their chronological ordel'. 

l.fw~oh• /,(U'$ No. 100$, "A SJ)('CC:h ln&pires s Comm~mc>r"tive 
Slt\mp.'' AU$CUSl 2. 19,18: "Abrnhnm Lin~ln On Our $1atr'll~ll" by 
W. Lee F~rKUt. Tit~ A oner{<Qn PltilattlW. F~bruAry 1958: United 
StAtM Po!lt Olt1c:e JHpartnu.mt: /)(}>ll4f/e Sta~••P• of tht' U1lit.-d Statr•. 
195$. lltU(C J$9: Soou.·· St•mdard r•o,t.n~e StOIJIJ) Cate~louuc·. 11'158, 
''""e 35. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN MANUSCRIPTS 
(Continued from page 2) 

•s6. March 7, 1865 2 p., Pass issued to Judge 
William M. Dixon ANS 

5?. April 3, 1865 

58. April 10, 1865 

59. April 10, 1865 

60. April IS, 1865 

61. (no date) 

•62. (Ma•·eh 13, 1861 ?) 

63. (no date) 

64. (no date) 

65. (no date) 

66. (no date) 

2 p., Letter about eotton 
owned by Robert L. 
Todd and William C. 
Philips of Texas 
held within rebel 
lines in Alabama 
(dictated but not 
signed). D 

I p., Take the oath of 
Dee. 8, 1863 ANS 

I p., Take the oath of 
Dec. 8, 1868 ANS 

2 p., Check-P1·iee to 
Lineoln endorsed A 

1 p., "The question within 
propounded ... " ANS 

I p., Lincoln to J. R. 
Doolittle ALS 

1 p., Envelope addressed 
to Leonard Myers by 
Lincoln AA 

2 p., Form of endorsement 
by President 
(dictated) D 

1 p., The President requests 
the honor o! Lord 
Lyons (card) 

I The President&. Mrs. Lin
coln request the honor 
or Caleb B. Smith 
(card) 

•Listed in text or Appendix II of Tho Colle<t<d Work• of 
A&raham Dincoln, Roy P. Basler, Editor.i. Marion Dolores 
Pratt and Lloyd A . . Dunlap, Assistant ~ditors; Rutgers 
University Press, New Brunswick, N.J., 1955. 
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