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With Lincoln's congressional term drawing to a close
he assumed an active role in national politics in the fall
of 1848 and worked diligently for the Whig Ticket of

Taylor and Fillmore.

Early in September of 1848 Lincoln left Washington
for Massachusetts where he made political speeches in
MNew Bedford, Boston, Lowell,
Chelzea, D'edham, Cnmhndga and Taunton.

Junius Hall of Boston wrote Lincoln on Aupust 21,

Worcester,

1848, suggesting that
he speak in that city,
and he aszsured him
that he would meet
with a receptive audi-
ence. Hall also sug-
gested that Worcester
might be an important
city to include in his
itinerary.

On September 3,
1848 Lincoln wrote
Hall that he planned
to leave Washington
on Tuesday morning
(September 5th), for
New York. However
the National Intelli-
ge encer announced on

ptember 5th, that a
mass mattlng of
Whigzs would be held
at “their platform” in
Washington at 7:00
p.m., and that A, Lin-
coln was one of sev-
eral politicians ex-

to make a
speech. No one can
say definitely whether
or not he was present
at this celebration of
the “anniversary of
the defense of Fort
Harrison ‘the first of
the glorious achieve-
ments of the gallant
Zachary Taylor.””

Lincoln also made
tentative plans to
leave New York for
Boston on Saturday
morning  September
9th, however, there is
some indication that
he did not leave Wash-
ington until Septem-
ber 9th and that he
spent Sunday, Sep-
tember 10th and Mon-
day, September 11th

“. .. IT IS NOT VERY PROBABLE ILLINOIS
WILL GO FOR TAYLOR”

December, 1957

enroute to Worcester, the first city on his itinerary.
Lincoln spoke in Worcester on Tuesday, September 12th
and Wednesday, September 13th. His first Boston address

was delivered on Friday, September 15th.
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This eriginal letter was acquired in 1957 from the 82 year old daughter

of Junius Hall who now resides in the state of New York.

The newly dizcovered original letter now in the Founda-
tion files, dated September 3, 1848, and addressed to
Junius Hall of Boston gives some insight into Congreas-
man Lincoln's plans for his Massachusetts trip as well
a2 hizs accurate prediction that “it iz not very probable

Illinois will go for
Taylor.”
The letter, folded

and sealed with wax
and franked “Free A,
Lincoln M. C.” and
ostmarked with a
and stamp “Free
Washington, D. C.,
Sep. 4" follows:

“Washington Sept. 8-
. Pl&-lB

“Dear Hall:

“Your letter of the
31st ult was received
vesterday, and wyou
may be sure 1 am a
good deal flattered by
it—I expect to leave
here on Tuesday
morning, and to leave
New York for Boston
on Saturday morning
—If anything happens
to in upon this,
I will write you again
—As to apeech-mak-

ing, 1 have the ele-
ments of one speech in
my mind, hich 1

should like to deliver to
a community political-
ly affected as [ under-
stand wyours to be,
provided always a
tolerable proportion of
the community should
intimate a willingness
to  hear me—About
going to Worecester [
cannot say, I am
somewhat impatientto
go home now, al-
though it iz not very
probable Illinois will
go for Taylor. Please
accept my thanks for

vour kindness, and
believe,
Ever Your friend
A, Lincoln®



2 LINCOLN

LORE

SOME CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING A MISSING
COPY OF THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

(Continued from the November, 1857 Issue)

Gilder was quick to reassure Miss Nicolay in a letter
dated December 9, 1908:;

“Really—you blame yourself—when I don't see that
either you or Mrs. Hay should blame yourselves, at all.

W“Wo were thoro' in our search here—but had compara-
tively little trouble. Don't think about it any more. We
are all liable to mistakes and things are always getting
lost. Not always found. That is the point—now.”

On December 9, 1908, Robert Lincoln wrote Miss Nico-
lay: “Upon my return from a short ahsence, 1 find your
note in regard to the Gettysburg Address manuseript,
and at the same time a note from Mrs. Hay, telling me
of her finding it. I am very glad indeed that it has been
found, because it is so interesting a memento of my
father, that it would be a pity to have it disappear.

“] eannot quite understand what is the cause of Mra,
Hay writing me so penitent a letter about its discovery.
She seems to have been having a good deal of bother
about it, and to have repeatedly said that she could not
find it. I had not written to her at all, 1 suppose that
perhaps you had inquired of her on the subject, and also
that zfrmul James Grant Wilson had written her. Of
course, Mrs. Hay cannot be at all at fault in the matter
for not discovering at once a document, the exiztence of
which she did not know, and 1 have so written her.”

It did not take Helen Nicolay long, inquiring historian
that she was, to discover that Mrs. Hay had found in
her husband’s papers an “experimental draft” of the ad-
dress and not the “original” eopy. On December 12, 1908
ghe wrote Mrs. Hay:

“] have not bheen able to stop thinking about it and
the result of my meditations is not cheering. | have come
to the conclusion that wours is not the ‘original draft’
after all—but an experimental draft (some authorities
think this draft of thirty-three lines was made at Wash-
ington immediately before or after Lincoln's departure for
Gettysburg) that Mr. Lincoln made when he came home
or at the time he wrote out his copy for the Baltimore
Fair. My reasons are these:

1. The variations from the faesimile printed by my
father—both in the position of words on the line—
and the lack of letter heading. -

2. The fact stated by my father (p. 5 of the magazine
article) that he saw Mr. Lincoln write out the
latter portion in pencil. (yours is ink) on a piece
of paper different in color from the first sheet. If
he saw him do it that must be the first draft.

3. On p. 3 my father speaks of a revizsed copy by Mr.
Lincoln after re:uminﬁ to “l:ﬂlh.iﬂﬂ‘tﬂh. upon a
careful comparison of his original draft with the
printed newspaper version, and his own recollection
of the exact form in which he delivered it.

4. The ms. you found the other day is probably the
first trial of his hand at a revised version. The
Baltimore Copy the final outcome of it. You will
notice that they seem to be written on the same
kind of paper.

G. This theory will account for you and Mr. Adams
thinking you had the '‘Second Gettysburg Address’
—cuiucfrlus with my recollection of the eolor, looks
ie, of the ms. my father had—and explains (per-
haps) my conversation with your husband about a
Lincoln ms.

“1 am awfully sorry, but after milling over it a night
and a day | see no other conclusion. | enclose a copy of
the magazine article—marked to show you what I mean.
If 1 am right 1 suoppose we ought tc do some more writ-
ing. 1 enclese a note to Mr. Lincoln and one to Mr. Gilder.
If you approve, please mail them—with or without a
word from you."”

: The note to Mr. Gilder dated December 12, 1908 fol-
W H

"On closer examination the Gettysburg ms. found by
Mrs. Hu}r the other day, proves to be, not the original
from which Mr. Lincoln read his address but an experi-
mental draft made after his return to Washington when
he was comparing his original ms. the newspaper version,
and hizs own recollection of the precise form in which he

delivered it—as my father notes on page 3 of his Century
article. This ms. of Mrs, Hay's is all in ink. The latter
purt of the first draft was in pencil.

“So the original is as much lost as ever. This second
discovery gives my recollection of the conversation with
Seeretary Hay about a Lincoln ms another ‘“show’ for
veracity—But I'd rather be proved wrongly by the orig-
inal ms.—than not to know what has become of it."

Helen Nicolay wrote Hobert Lincoln a letter almost
identical to the one addressed to Gilder, except in closing
she stated: “We have two mysteries on our hands in-
stend of one. 1 am more sorry than | can express, that it
is not found after all.”

Mrs. Hay replied to Helen Nicolay on a mourning card
with a black border bearing the date “Thursday a.m.”
She wrote:

“1 think if you do not mind I will wait till T get Mr.
Lineoln's answer before mailing the ona (letter) to Mr.
Gilder as [ had azked him in 80 munﬂ words not to say
who had it (Gettysburg address). 1 think it iz only fair
to him not to tell Mr. Gilder yet. 1 shall hope to get a
letter today. I am so sorry about it all—but you ean
understand that the error was all because 1 was so
ignorant. I will send the one to K. T. 1.”

From thiz correspondence it is plain to see that Miss
Nicolay considersd the twenty-nine line version of the
Gottysburg address to be the “original” draft. However,
General James Grant Wilson perhaps first asserted that
“Mr. Lincoln made a fair copy of the Gettysburg address
{thirty-three lines) on ‘two sheets of plain paper’ before
going to Gettysburg, and meant to read from that, but
left it at home.” This statement appeared to Mizs Nicolay
ns open to question. She wrote Albert H. Griffith on
July 2, 19238 “It is difTicult to understand how he could
know this to be a fact. I prefer my father’s statement
as being an eye witneas."

For several vears the “original” address remained un-
discovered, however, Helen Nicolay gave up all hope of
its ownership, once it was found, after finding in her
father's papers a copy of a letter he had addressed to
General James Grant Wilson, from Holderness, New
Hampshire, dated July 19, 1895. Nicolay stated: “The
original draft of the Gettysburg Address, of which 1
published a facsimile in the Century eighteen months
or two years ago, is in Washington in my custody. The
word “custody™ in this case was interpreted to indicate
non-ownership. Miss Nicolay stated: “Had my father
considered the manuseript hiz personal property he
would not have written “in my custody” but “in my
possession.”

Helen Nicolay
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Brown Hrothers

Richard Watson Gilder

As to the eonversation with John Hay, Miss Nicolay
wns sure she was mistaken. In a letter dated ODctober
20, 1928 addressed to Albert H. Griffith of Fisk, Wis-
consin, she wrote:

“The conversation with Mr. Hay took place very soon
after my father's death, at & time when 1 was both
physically and mentally exhausted. We were discussing
many Lincoln manugeripts, and he evidently referred to
some other one, not to the Gettysborg Address.”

In o “to whom it may concern”™ statement Miss Nicolny
prepared the following:

“From 1908 to 1916 there was considerable uneer-
tainty and much correspondence about the whereabouts
of the original copy of the Gettysburg Address, which
seemed to have vanished completely.

“Mrs. Hay and 1 were especially distressed about it

“On March 9, 1916 Mrs. Alice ha}* Wadsworth (John
Hay's daughter) and I, while looking over manuscripts
in her possession, found that all the worry had been
needless, for Colonel Hay had bound the original draft
with Mr. Lincoln’s final version in the sumptuous red
moroceo he used for his collection of important mss,

“A few days later Clarence Hay (a son of John Hay)
and 1 went together to the Library of Congress, where |
saw him give the mss. into the hands of Herbert Putnam,
who was then librarian."

Miss Micolny made a second trip to the Library of
Congress on April 11, 1916 at which time she presented
to Herbert Putnam, the Librarian of Congress a “mems-
arandum drawn up by President Linecoln, August 23,
1864, and endorsed by each member of his cabinet,
acknowledging the duty of cooperation with the presi-
dent-elect to save the Union between the election and
the inauguration.”

This document was received by Miss Nicolay on De-
cember 24, 1908 from Mrs. Clara 5. Hay who wrote:

“As | think you have been cheated out of your share
of the Lincoln manuscripts, 1 want you te accept this
one (memorandum, August 23, 1864) from me with the
best of wishes for the Holiday season.

“If when you will want it no more you would like to
bequeath it to my children you may do so—but it is for
FOUr very own T.iil then.”

On the day of the presentation of the “memorandum"
Miss Nicolay received a letter from Herbert Putnam:
“You presentation to the library this morning, of the
memorandum by President Lincoln, mentioned in the
enclosed formal acknowledpment, co-ineidently with the
presentation by Mr. Hay and his sisters of the two drafta
of the Gettysburg address and of the original draft of
the second inaugural, group into one occasion what [ have
expressed to Mr. Hay as the most precious individual

documents that have been entrusted to me since 1 took
office, seventeen vears agoe. An event such as this adds
to the office a relish upon which [ need scarcely ex-
atinpte: and T could not refrain from adding to the
ormal acknowledgment this more personal word of ap-
preciation.

“The fact that the memorandum was so long a treas-
ured possession of your father gives of course an addi-
tional value and significance to it, which will attach to
it permancently.”

Editor's MNote: Five different originnl wersions of the Gettysburg
Address are extant, The First and sl Dieafts of twenty-nine lines
mand thirty-three lines respectively nre the property of the Library
of Congress, The Third Draft of thirty.one lines la the property of
The Ilinois State Historleal Library and the Fourth Draft of thirty-
one lines has been nequired by Cornell University. The Fifth Draft
of thirty-seven linen i= sometimes designated as *“the standard
verslon' because it represents Presldent Lineoln’s final judgment na
to the content of the address. At an auction sale held on April 27,

1948, the late Osear B. Cinitas af Havana, Cuba, purchased the Fifth
Dirnft foor 54000,

LINCOLN'S FORTUNE

With the death of Abraham Lineoln reports were
circulated that the late president left a handsome estate.
The Albany Atlas and Argus published an article which
was reprinted in the New York Weekly Tribune, April
22, 1865 stating that Lincoln was a millionaire.

According to the editor of the New York Weekiy
Tribune the publication of sueh a elaim was a violation
of “Decency In Journalism.” The article was reprinted
as an example of an editor who was more distingpuished
for malignity than ability. The Atlas and Argus reprint
follows:

“An exchanpe, eommenting upon the ecorruptions of
the ‘Honest Old Abe® Adminigtration, makes the follow-
ing severe but sugrestive eriticiam: That & poor lawyer-
whose note for 210,000 no safe, prudent business house
would have discounted before his election, receiving only
n =alary of 225,000 per annum-should, in four short
vears have become a millionaire, worth, according to
some rumors, $25,000,000, iz a supgestive fact.

“Such profits, or anything like them, eould come only
from direct or indirect fAeecing of the people by sharing
in the robberies and stealings of subordinates, and by
using his official information for purposes of speculation
at the sxpense of the people and l]hi" fact that the parties
guilty of such erimes, who have not shrewdness enough
in them are discovered, when convicted are penerally
released, after a brief experience of confinment, by the
‘clemency” of Abraham Lincoln is still more sugrestive.”

Commenting editorially the editor of the New York
Weekly Tribune wrote: “The form of this libel evinces
the perfect consciousness of its author that he is at onece
a coward and a villian, . . There are outrages on public
deeeney so grozs as to invoke general seorn and loathing,
and the worst of them arce habitually and willfully per-
petrated by The Albany Atlas, If the editor were told
today ‘vou can have everything President Lincoln owns
for a hundredth part of what you represent him to be
worth," he would A!luul:lﬂl.-#s decline the affer.”

The July 1, 1865 issue of the Supplement to the
{Hartford) Courant earried an artiele on “Mr. Lineoln's
Estate"” expressing the idea that the wild rumors of the
late president’s fortune were circulated, obwviously, to
discourage the efforts now in the making to provide a
competency for his family. The editor of the Couwrant
Supplement wrote: “When Mr. Lincoln left Springfield,
ke had =aved but a few thousand dollars from the prae-
tice of "is profession. During his presidential term un-
usually heavy drains were made upon his purse, while
prices averaged fifty percent, above prices of ordinary
times, It is preposterous to suppose that he saved mu
out of his salary. While the people offer their private
testimonials, it is certainly the doty of Congress to
appropriate his salary for the unexpired term to his
family. This was done in the case of President Harrison
and Taylor, and the reasons are quadrupled for doing
the same now.'

David Davis, the administrator of the Lincoln estate
filed his report on November 13, 1868, Under the skillful
handling of the administrator the net estate of $83,343.70
had inereased to $110,974.62, While Lineoln was not a
millionaire, his estate was not small even by present day
standards. In 1868 $111,000 was real wealth.
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