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" IT IS NOT VERY PROBABLE ILLINOIS 
WILL GO FOR TAYLOR" 

With Lincoln's congressional tel'm drawing to a <:lose 
he assumed an active roJe in national politics in the fall 
o! 1848 and worked diligently for the Whig Ticket of 
Taylor and Fillmore. 

Early in September of 1848 Lincoln left Washington 
for Massachusett.~ where he made political speeches in 
Worcester, New Bedford, Bosto'!t Lowell, Dorchester, 
Chelsea, Dedham, Cambridge and Taunton. 

Junius Hall of Boston wrote Lincoln on August 31, 
1848, suggesting that 
he speak io that city, 
and he assured him 
that he would meet 
with a receptive audi-
ence. Hall also sug-
gested that Worcester 
might be an important 
cit}f to include in his 
itinerat-y. 

On September 3, 
1848 Lincoln wrote 
Hall that he planned 
to leave Washington 
on Tuesday morning 
(September 5th), for 
New York. However 
the Natio'na-L Intelli­
Utncer announced on 
September 5th, that a 
mass m e e t i n g of 
Whigs would be held 
at utheir platform" in 
Washington at 7 :00 
p.m., and that A. Lin­
coln was one of sev· 
eral politicians ex· 
pected to make a 
spee.ch. No one can 
say definitely whether 
or not he was present 
at this celebration of 
t.he uanniversary of 
the defense of Fort 
Harrison 'the first of 
the glorious achieve­
ments of the gailant 
Zachary Taylor.' n 

Lincoln also made 
tentative p Ia n s to 
leave New York for 
Boston on Saturday 
morning September 
9th, however, there is 
some indication that 
he did not leave Wash· 
ington until Septem­
ber 9th and that he 

enroute to \Vorcester, the first city on his itinerary. 
Lincoln spoke in Worcester on Tuesday, September 12th 
and Wednesday, September 13th. His first Boston address 
was. delivered on Friday, September 15th. 

The newly discovered original Jetter now in the Founda· 
tion files, dated September 3, 1848, and addressed to 
Junius Hall of Boston gives some insight into Congress­
man Lincoln's plans for his Massachusetts trip as wen 
as his accut·ate prediction that ,.it is not very probable 

Illinois will go tor 
Taylor." 

The letter, folded 
and sealed with wax 
and franked UJ."'ree A. 
Lincoln 1\f, C." and 
postmarked with a 
hand s t a m p 41Free 
Washington, D. C., 
Sep. 411 fol1ows: 
"Washington Sept. 8· 

1848 
"Dear Hall: 

"Your letter of the 
3ht ult was received 
yesterday, and you 
may be sure I am a 
good deal flattered by 
it-1 expect to leave 
here on Tuesday 
morning, and to leave 
New York for 8oston 
on Satw-day morning 
-lf anything happens 
to break in upon this, 
I will write you again 
-As to speech·mak­
ing, l have the ele­
ments of one speech in 
my mind, Which I 
should like to deliver to 
a community political ... 
ly affected as I under­
stand yours to be, 
provided a 1 w a y s a 
tolerable proportion o! 
the commumty should 
intimate. a willingness 
to hear me-About 
going to \Vorcester I 
cannot say, I am 
somewhat impatient to 
go home now, al­
though it is not very 
probable Illinois will 
go for Taylor. Please 
accept my thanks for 
your kindness, and 
believe. spent Sunday, Sep­

tember lOth and Mon­
day, September lith 

This original letter was acquired in 1957 from the 82 year old daughter 
of J unius Hall who now resides jn the state of New York. 

Ever Your friend 
A. Lincoln" 
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SO"IE CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING A l\USSING 
COPY OF THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS 

(Continued from tht NoV<mbtr, 1957 ltBILO) 

Ci1dcr was quick to reassure Mia• Nicolay in a letter 
dntcd December 9, 1908: 

"lleally-you blame your8clf- when I don't see that 
either you or Mrs. Hay should blame yourselves, at aU. 

"We were thoro' in our search here-but had compara­
tively little troubl~. Don't think _about it any more. ~Ve 
are all liable to mtstakes and th1nga are alwa)~s getttng 
lost. ~ot always found. That is the point-now." 

On l)e<'ember 9, 1908, Robert Lincoln wrote lliss :Sico· 
Jay: ••Upon my return from a ahort absence. I find y~ur 
note in regard to the Gettysburg Addrts111 manuscr1pt, 
and at. the 3ame time a note from Mrs. Hay, telling me 
of her finding it. I am ver)f glad indeed that it has been 
found h<'cau~e it is so interesting 11 memento or my 
!nthc;, thnt it would be a pity t.o hnvc it disappear. 

"l cannot quite understand what i8 the c.nuse. of Mrs. 
llay writing me so penitent a teLler nbout ats d1scover-y. 
She seems to have been having a good deal or bother 
about. it and to have repeatedly said that she c::ould not 
find it. i had not written to her at all. I ~uppose that 
perhaps you had inquired or her on the subJect, and also 
that Central James Grant \Vilson had written her. Or 
count. Mrs. Ray cannot. be at. all at rault in t~e matter 
ror not diuovenng at once a document. the extstence of 
whic:h •he did not know, and I have so written her." 

lt did not take Helen Nicolay long, inquiring bistorhln 
that she was to discover that Mrs. Hay had found in 
her hu8band'$

1 

papers an uexperim('nlftl draft" of the ad· 
di"'CS8 and not the "original" copy. On December 12, 1908 
she wrote Mr$. Hay: 

••1 huvc not b~en able to stop thinking about. it. and 
the result of my meditations is not cheering. I have come 
to the conclusion that yours i!l not the •original draft' 
after nil· -but an experiment#! drart. (!lome authorities 
think thilll draft of thirty-three lin(.'t: was made at \Vs.sh­
ington immediately before or after Linc::oln's departure for 
Gettyaburg) that Mr. Un<:oln nlade when he came home 
or at the time he wrote out bia copy for the Baltimore 
Fair. My rea~ns are these: 

J. The variations from the !aC:8imile printed by my 
father-both in the position of words on the line­
urld Lhe lack of letter heading. 

2. The fact $tated by my father (p. 5 of the magazine 
article) that he saw Mr. Lincoln write out the 
lnttcr portion in pencil. (your8 is ink) on a piece 
or smper different in color from the first sheet. It 
he aaw him do it that must be the fir"St dra!L 

3. On p. 3 my father speaks of a revised copy by Mr. 
Lincoln after returning to Washington, upon a 
careful comparison of his original draft with the 
printed newspaper version. and his own recollection 
of the ex.ac::t form in which he delivered it. 

4. The ms. you found the other day is probably the 
first trial of his hand at a revised version. The 
Baltimore Copy the final outcome of it. You will 
notice that they seem to be written on the same 
kind of paper. 

5. Thii t-heory will accou•H. for you and Mr. Adanls 
thinking you had the ' Secon~ Gettysburg Address' 
-coincides with my recollection of the color, looks 
ie. of the ms . my father hod-and explains (per­

haps) my eonversation with your husband about a 
Lincoln ms. 

••1 am awfully sorry, but after milling over it a night 
and a day 1 see no other conc:lu.sion. 1 enclose a copy of 
the magazine article-marked to ahow you what I mean. 
If 1 am right I suppose we ought t~ do some more writ­
ing. I enclose a note to Mr. Uncoln and one to Mr. Gilder. 
J( yov approve. please mail them-with or without a 
word /rom you." 

The note to Mr. Gilder dated December 12, 1908 fol­
lows: 

uon eloser examination the Gctty8burg ms. found by 
MrB. liay the other day, proves to be, not the original 
!rom which Mr. Lincoln read his address but an e.xpcrl· 
mental draft made after his return to Washington when 
he wos comparing his original ms. the newspaper version, 
and hla own recollection of the precise form tn which he 

delivered it.-as my father notes on page 3 or his Century 
article. This ms. of Mrs. Hay's is nil in ink. The latter 
part of the first draft wns in penc11. 

11$o the original is as mu~h lost as ever. Thi~ seco,nd 
diAcovery gives my recollect.aon of the eonversat1on w1th 
Se<:retnry Hay about a Lincoln ms another •show' ~or 
veracity- But I'd rather be proved wrongly by the or1g· 
inal mA.-than not to know what has become of it." 

Helen ~icolay wrote Robert Lincoln a letter almost 
identical to the one addr~&ed to Gilder, exeept in tlosing 
ahe stated: "We have two myst.trie-s on our bands iry­
atead of one. J am more sorry than 1 can express, that 1t 
is not found after all.'' 

Mrs. Hay repHed to Hel~n Nicolay on a mourning card 
with a black border bearing the date HThursday a.m." 
She wrote: 

"I think if you do not mind I will wait till I get Mr. 
Lincoln's answer before mnilinR' the one (Jetter) to Mr. 
Gilder as I had asked him in so many words not to say 
who hod it (Gettysburg oddr•••). I think it is only fair 
to him not to tell Mr. Gilder yet. I shall hope to get a 
letter today. I am so sorry about it all-but you can 
understand that the error was all because I was ao 
ignorant. I will send the one to R. T. L." 

From this correspondence It ia plain to s.ee that )tiu 
Nie!Oiay ronsidered the twenty·nine line version of the 
Gettysburg address to be the ••orig-inal" draft. However, 
General James Grant Wiloon perhaps first asserted that 
11Mr. l ... incoln made a fair copy of the Gettysburg address 
(thirty-three lines) on 'two aheetl!l ot plain paper' before 
goin,::c t.o Gctt.ysburJ, and meant to re&d from that, but 
lett. it fit home." Th1s 15tatcmcnt nppearcd to Miss Nicolay 
ao open to question. She wrote Albert H. Griffith on 
July 2, 1923: " It is difficult to understand how he could 
know this to be a fact. I prefer my father's statement 
as being an eye: witness." 

For ~everal years the uorhtinal" address remained un .. 
disco\•ered, howe,·er, Helen Nicolay gave up aU hope of 
it.a ownership, on<:e it was found, after finding in her 
father's papen a copy of a letter he had addressed to 
Central James Grant Wilson, from Holderness, New 
Hampshire, dated July 19, 1895. Nicolay stated: "The 
oris:inal draft of the Gett)'oburg Address, of which I 
published a facsimile in the Century eighteen months 
or t.wo years ago, is in Wo~thington in my custody. The 
word ucustody" in this CMIC wos interpreted to indicate 
non.ownership. Miss Nicolay st.atcd: "Had my rather 
considered the manuscript his personal property ho 
would not have written "in my custodyu but uin my 
possession." 

Helen Nicolay 
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8rowa .th·otb~n 
Richard Watson Gilder 

As to the conversation with John Hay, Mise. Nicolay 
was su1c she was mistaken. ln a letter dated October 
20, 1923 addressed to AlberL H. Griffith of f>isk, Wis­
consin, she wrote: 

uThc conversation with Mr. Hay took place vcJ'Y soon 
aftcl' m,v fnthe1·'R death, at a time when L was both 
physically nnd mentally exhausted. We wc1·c diltcussing 
many Lincoln manuscripts, and he evidently referred to 
some othl'l' one, nol to the Gettysburg Address/' 

In a "to whom it may concern" statement Miss Nicolay 
prepared the following: 

"From l908 to 1916 there was considerab1e unct'r· 
tainty and much correspGndence about the whereabouts 
of the original copy of the Gettysburg Address, which 
seemed to have vanished completely. 

,.Mrs. Jlay and 1 were especially distussed about. h. 
"On Marc:h 9, 1916 Mrs. Alice Bay Wadsworth (John 

Hay's daua-hter) and I, while looking over manustripts 
in her posseasion, found that all the worry had bt<"n 
needleu, tor Colonel Hay had bound the original d•·atL 
with Mr. Lincoln's final version in the sumptuous red 
morocco he used for his co11ection or important m&s. 

uA few days Inter Clarence Hay (a son of John llay) 
and I went together to the Library of Cong~ss, where I 
saw him gave the nus. into the hands of Herber-t. Putnam, 
who was then Jib.-arinn." 

Miss Nicolny made a second trip to the LibJ'llry of 
Congress on April 11, 1916 at which time she presented 
to Herb('rt Putnam, the Librarian of Congress a "mcm. 
orandum drown up by President LincolnJ August 29, 
18G4, ond endorsed by each member or his cabinet, 
acknowledging the duty of cooperation with the presi· 
dent-~lect to uve the Union between the election and 
the inauguration." 

This document was received by Miss Nicolay on De­
cember 24, 1908 from Mrs. Clara S. Hay who wrote: 

.. As I think you have been ~heated out or your •hare 
of the Lincoln manuscripts, J want you to accept- this 
one (memorandum, AuKust 23, 1864) from me wtth the 
best. or wishes for the Holiday season. 

"Jf when you will want it no more you would like to 
bequeath it. to my children you may do so-but it is for 
your very own till then." 

On the day of the presentation of the umemorandum" 
Mis!!l Nicolay received a letter from Herbert J>utnam: 
•;You p.-csentation to the library this morning, of th(l 
memorandum by President Lincoln, mentioned in the 
cnclo15cd fo1·mal acknowledgment, eo-incidcnt.ly with the 
presentation by Mr. Huy and his sisters of the two drnlts 
of the Gettysburg address and of the original draft of 
the second inaugural, group into one occasion what I hn\IC 
expnssed to Mr. Hay as the most precious individual 

doc:ument.~ that ha\ .. e been entru,.tM to me !line«> I took 
office, se,·enteen years ago. An evfnt "uch as this adds 
to the offiee a Nlish upon which I nted scarcely ex· 
patiate; ;md I could not refrain from acldin~ to the 
fonnal acknowledgment this more perwnal word of ap. 
preciation. 

f•The fact that the memorandum was so long a treas· 
ured possession of your father givca of tGune an addi­
tional value and significance to it, which will attach to 
it permanently." 
EdllOr'a No~: Five different or1JC:1nal v~nlona of the Cett.YtburK 
At,tdreu are ~U.nt. The Firat aMI S«ond Dr•H• or twcntr-nlne linco:a 
and t.hlny.t.hrte Jinel!. rewt~tiv•ly ,.,. lhe prot)trty of the Llbrar)' 
of CanM"~"· The Third £>taft or thi rty-one lin•• Ia the prooerty ot 
The lllinoie State Hilltorltt~ l Ubrary •nd lhe Yourth Draft ot thirty­
one llne11 hu been nc<auired by Cornell Unlveralty. 1'he Plfth Drnft 
of thlrtr·••\•en llnt"S Ia .ometlme~~ dftl&natfd aa .. the 11landru-d 
veulon" ~•u.M It reprtMnt. Pre.,dent. Unf'Oin'll ftnal Judament ... 
to the content of the addru.. At an auction ••le hetd on April 21'. 
lt-lt. the late <hear 8. Clnta• of Havanll, Cut., purch.II.M"d lhc f'iflh 
o,.rt for S$4.000, 

LINCOLN'S FORTUNE 
\Yith the death or Abraham Lin(Oin T(>porL"' were 

circulated that the late pre~ident left a handsome estate. 
Tht Albany Atlas and Argu• J>Ublish•ol an arti<le whi<h 
wa.s reprinted in the .\'etl' York IJ'ttl;/_11 T,.il~u,.t, April 
22, 186;, stating that UnC!Oin was a miiHonaire. 

Aceordin~ to the editor or the Nf'u• York Wrd.·ly 
T,.ilnmr the publication of such o claim was a \.~iolation 
of "Tleecney In Journalism." Tht article wa!\ reprinted 
as an example of an editor who was more distinguished 
for malignity than ability. The A tlae tuu/ A'"fJU8 r.eprint 
follows: 

u An exchange, commenting upon the corruptions o f 
the ' Honest Old Abc' Administrntion mukcg the follow­
ing severe but s uggcJStivc Cl'iticism : •fhnt a poor lawyer­
whose note for $10,000 no safe, J)rudent business house 
would have discounted before hh-' e lection, receiving only 
a salary of $25,000 per annunt-8hould, in four short 
years have become a millionnlre, worth, according to 
some rumors, $25,000,000, i.s a suggestive Cnct. 

"Such ... rofits, or anything Jike them, could come onl}• 
from direct or indirect fleecing of the people by sharing 
in the robberies and stealinp of subordinates, and by 
using his official information for pur/lOSeS of SJ>«ulation 
at the expense of the J>ecmle and the act that the parties 
guilty of such crimes, who ha,·e not 1hre.wdness enough 
in them are di~ve.l"efl. when con,•icted are generally 
released, aft.er a brief experience o f <."'nfinment., by the 
•clemency' of Abraham Lineotn is still moff sugge~tive." 

Commenting editorially the editor of the Nrw York 
lt'~fkly TrUmur wrote: •'The fonn or this libel evinces 
the perfed <:onsdousness or its nut.hor t.hat he is at once 
a coward and a villian .•. There are outrns:es on public 
decency so gross as to invoke general scorn and Joathing, 
and the worst of them are hnbit.unlly and willfully per· 
petraled by Tile Albat<y Ati<M. If U1e edit.o•· were t.old 
tochtY 'you can have everything Presidcrtt Lincoln owns 
fo1· a hundredth part o ( what you represent him to be 
wort.h,' he would tloubtlcs.s decline the offer." 

The July l, 1865 issue of the SI<Pt>lrme11t to the 
(Ha.rtfo,·d) Courcntt carried an nr-ticle on " Mr. Lincoln's 
Estate" expressing the idea that the wild rumors of the 
late president's fortune were circulated, obviously, to 
discourage the efforts now in the making to provide a 
competency for his rami))•. The editor or the Cowrt.utt 
Sa.ppl~nrrnt "'TOte: "\Yhen Mr. Lincoln left Springfield, 
he had saved but a few thousand dollars from the prac­
tice of 'lis profession. During hb presidential term un· 
usually he&''f drains were made upon his purse, while 
prices averaged fifty percent, abo,·e prices of ordinary 
times. It is preposterous to suppooe that he saved much 
out of his salary. \\'bile the people offer their pr-ivate 
testimonials, it is certainly the duty of Congress to 
appropriate his salar-y for th~ unexpirt"d term to his 
family. This was done in the case of Pret~ident Harrison 
and TayJor, and the reason111 are quadrupled for doing 
the same now." 

David Davis, the administrator of the l..ineoln estate 
filed his report on November 13, J8G8. Under the skillful 
handling of the administrator the net eotate of $83,343.70 
had increased to $110,974.62. While Lincoln was not a 
millionaire, his estate wn.s not small even by present day 
standards. In 1868 $111,000 was real wealth. 
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