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LINCOLN QUOTES SCRIPTURE

There are c;ft.nin puin;c]'da of ;ha
ear when we give particular empha-
:ia to the Christian faith and its
book. The Christmas season, the
world around, seems to create an atb-
mosphere which invites comments of
a religlous nature and tributes for
those who have exhibited in their own
p?ra::néhﬁr:n: the basic characteristics
o st whose birth is commem-
orated. Dean Charles Reynolds Brown
once said: “If we were starting out
to canonize some of our American
Protestant aaints 1 should be in faver
of beginning with Abraham Linecoln.”

It is mceopted, generally, thet Lin-
coln's parents were devout members
of the church and that the boy was
very early in life brought under the
influence of his mot.hmga Bible read-
ing. That his simple but impressive
dietion was greatly influenced by Bib-
lical tnrmimﬂ:iﬁ" l;:l admitted and that
he continued to read the Bible through-
out his life has adeguate proof. Alex-
ander Williamson who was at one
time tuter of Lineoln's children in the
White House elnimed that “Mr. Lin-
ecoln often studied the Bible with the
aid of Cruden's Concordance, which
sy on his table”

His familiarity with the Bible is
evident from his ability to draw upon
it at will for some timely comment.
it iz to be regretted that his reputa-
tion as a story teller, in which he ex-
celled, should obscure to a great ex-
tent his nh!!lti to quote scripture
which enriched hia speeches, writings,
and every day conversation. A few
illustrations of his familiarity with
the Bible are presented.

"Salvation Of Tha Lord"

After Joshua Speed had been hap-
pily married to Fanny Henning, Lin-
¢oln wrote to Speed stating that he
had mo doubt God had foreordained
their union. Lincoln himself appar-
ently had become matrimonially mind-
ed and in the same letter continues:
“Whatever He designs, He will do
for me yet. Stand still and see the
galvation of the Lord:" (Ex. 14:13)
is my text just now.

“A House Divided"

B et e e ' the
eal guotation was

House Divided Speech at Sp eld
on June 16, 1868 when he m:-ﬂ"h
house divided against itself ecannot
{shall not) stand (Matt. 12:33).," The
translation in Mark 3:26 reads “If a
house be divided ngainst itself, that
hounse eannot stand.”

“Seattereth Abroad"

Lineoln closed his speech at Cinein-
nati on Sept. 17, 18569 with this com-

oly

ment: “The good old maxims of the
Bible are applicable, and truly ap-
plicable to human nffnira: and in this
as in other things, we may say here
that, ‘he who s not for us is against
us: he who thereth not with us
scattereth’.” (“He that is not with
me iz against me: and he that gath-
ereth not with me scattereth abroad.”
Matt. 12:80).

“Shedding Of Blood”

Hon. Orlando Kell of New York
introduced to the President an elderly
man whose son had deserted the o
lar army, but when the Civil War
broke he enlisted and distinguished
himself for bravery in a charge in
which he was injured. However, his
former desertion was discovered and
the here was placed under arrest.
When the father had finished wi
the atory Lincoln said to him: “Do
you say that the I:;'luunn: man was
wounded 7" After ving been in-
formed that he was badly wounded
the President remarked: “Then he
shed his blood for his country. Ism't
there something in Secripture about
the ‘sheddin blood® being *the re-
mission of sins’'?" (Heb. 9:22). Here-
upon the President pardoned the son
of Kellogg's old friend.

“Servant A Dog"

Henry Ward Beecher while aditor-
in-chief of the “Independent” during
the early part of the war wrote some
editorinls severely criticising the
President. Seve of them were
clip&ed from the papera and mailed
to the President. ing one after
another in succession he was deeply
moved by thelr unjust attack
sald to Nave exelaimed, "1z thy ser-
vant a dogthat he should do this
(great) thing?™ (2 Eings 8:13).

“Sweat Of Thy Face"

On May 30, 1864, Lincoln replied to
a visiting committee: “We read in
the Bible, as the word of God him-
self, that ‘In the sweat of ﬁy fare
{(brow shalt thou) thou shalt eat
bread'™ (Gen. 3:19) and then re-
marked t in the sweat of other
men's faces we eat our bread. This
theme was also extended somewhat
in the Second Inaupural Address,

“Accuse Not A Servant™

Schuyler Colfax tells of a man who
called on the President to complain
of the poligies of the Secretary of War
and then bitterly denounced Stanton.
Mr. Lineoln interrupted him before he
was through and said: “Go home,
friend, and read attentively the tent
verse of the thirtieth chapter of
Proverbs.,” (“Accuse not n servant
unto his master, lest he curse thee,
and thou be found guilty.™)

“Fowr Hundred Men"

After Linecoln learned through the
press that there were about 400 men
whe had attended the Fremont con-
vention at Cleveland in 1864 he re-
called this Biblical passage “and every
one that was in distress, and everyone
that was in debt, and every one that
was discontented, gathered themselves
unto him; and he became (a) captain
over them; and there were with him
gﬁbﬂﬂult four hundred men.” (1 Samuel

“With All Thy Heart"

Hon. H. C, Deming of Connecticut
on one occasion was calling on Lin-
ecoln when the conversation turned to
religion. Lincoln is reported to have
said: “When any church will inseribe
over its altar, ns ita sole qualification
for membership the Saviour's con-
densed statement of both Law and
Gospel, "“Thou shalt love thy Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul (and with all thy strength)
and with all thy mind: and thy neigh-
bor as thyself’ (Luke 10:27) that
church will 1 join with all my heart
and with all my soul.”

“Judge Not"

On the Sunday night previous to
the innugural program of 1865 George
B. Lincoln of Brooklyn, Hon. John A.
Bingham of Ohio and F. B, Carpenter,
the painter, were seated in the Presi-
dent’s office when he came in with a
manuseript rolled up and remarked
as he put it in the drawer of a desk:
“Lots of wisdom in that document
I suspect, it is what will be called my
‘second Inaugural’, containing ahout
six hundred words.” Undoubtedly he
was thinking of the wisdom that is
from sbove for he mentioned deity
13 times. The last half of the Second
Inaugural is almost a paraphrase of
Biblical lore with at least four pass-
ages of scripture quoted in whole or
in part. His introduoctory words are:
“Both (north and south) read the
same Bible, and pray to the same
God.” He then comments on the “sweat
of thy face” (Gen. 2:19) already
noted, but quickly tempers the accu-
sation with “Judge not that ye be
not judged” (Mntt. 7:1). He follows
with the admonition; “Woe unto the
world becanse of offences! for it must
needs be that offences come; but woe
unto that man by whom the offence
cometh!” (Matt. 18:7) and then con-
cludes his direct quotations from the
Bible with "Th‘r{u gments of the Lord
are true and righteous altogether.™
(Ps. 19:9).

NOTE—Quotationa from Oxford Dibde



