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LIBERTY AND “MAN’'S VAST FUTURE”

There is little evidence that Abraham Lincoln paid
any attention to archaeole ) but he was intensely in-
terested in what he termed “man’s vast future,” espe-
cially, as it might be influenced by the principle of lib-
erty. This season of the year extends a ral invita-
tion for everyone to look ahead for twelve months, at
the least, and it might be an appropriate time to ob-
serve some of the E%nmputnr’: conclusions about our
obligations to a more far reaching prosperity.

Lincoln once recalled, “Away back in my childhood
the earliest days of mﬁ'belng able to read, I got a hold
of a small boo « « Weems™ Life of I'Fuahinyh‘n. 1 re-
member all the accounts there given of the struggles
for the liberties of the country.” For instance, one must
have been the Concord and Lexin episode l.;';l'mu,'l:llte:ld
by Weems in this dramatic word picture: “Never be-
fore had the bosoms of the swains experienced such a
tumult of herole passions. Then th ng aside the im-
E]umantx af husbandry, and Iaaﬁ!gg their teama in the

alf-finished furrows tflﬂr flew to their houses; snatehed
up their arms; and bursting from their wild ghrieking
wives and children, hastened to the glorious field where
II:_'.]EE}ETY, heaven-born goddess, was to be bought for

Possibly the contests with the Hessions at Trenton
left a more indelible impression as preliminary to the
battle Weems personifies Liberty in these words: “Pale
and slowly moving along the nmghboring hills was seen
(by Fancy's eye) the weeping Gemius of Liberty. Driven
from the rest of the world she had fled to the wild wooda
of America as to an nssured asylum of rest.”

Reminiscences of these and other stirring pictures by
Weems led Lincoln to make this remarkable testimony:
“T recollect thinking then, boy even though I was that
there must have been so more than common that
those men struggled for . . . that something that held out
a great promise to all the people of the world to all time
to come.” He then stated that he was “exceedingly
anxious™ that “the liberties of the people shall be per-
petuated in accordance with the original idea for which
that struggle was made.”

While in his twenties the young Lincoln prepared a
speech in which he more elearly defined “that something
more than common” that had challen the founding
fathers. After reviewing their task of building" a po-
litical edifice of liberty and aqual rights” he grmpmd
that it was their descendants' cbligation to transmit
these prineiples “to the Intest gemeration that fate will
permit the world to know.”

About to assume the Presidency, at the very beginning
of his journey to Washington, he again stressed the
necessity of perpetuating the ideals of the fathera in
almost the szame language he had used in his early
years. In addressing the citizens of Indianapolis he
proposed : “Not with politicians, not with Presidents, not
with office seckers, but with you, i= the question, shall
the union and shall the liberties of this country be pre-
gerved to the latest penerations?”

However, it was on the following day at Lawrence-
ville, Indiang, in n very brief speech from the platform
of the train, while anticipating his elevation to the
Presidency, that he combined the time element in this
charge to the people, “My power is temporary. Yours
ns eternal as the principles of liberty.”

It would be interesting to note how many of the argu-
ments contained in the First Inaugural Address which
the President elect had alveady written and which he
had with him on the train, leaked out by littles in these
extemporaneous é]‘:eee.hu, at various stops on the way
to Washington. Certainly this sentiment which we find
in the address found expression in several extemporane-
ous speeches: “Continue to execute all the ex Tess pro-
visions of our national eonstitution and the Union will
endure forever."

L] assuming the Presidency, the politieal structure
which by oath he had promised to “preserve, protect and
defend,” took on, for him, a more illustrious form. In
an appeal to the border state ugmanuﬁm. on behalf
of C’::mpmnted Emancipation, he said: “Our common
country is in great , demanding the loftiest views,
and boldest action bring it speedy relief. Once re-
lieved, its form of government is saved to the world;
its beloved history, and cherished memories, are vindi-
cated: and its happy future fully assured, and rendered
inconceivably grand.”

These words were reflected in the President's mauanﬁn
to Congress some months later when he wrote: “The
fiery trial through which we pass, will light us down, in
honor or dishonor, to the latest generation.” Then he con-
tinued, “We can but preas on, guided by the best light
He gives us, trusting that in His own good time, and
wise way, all will yet be well.”

About midway in Lincoln's administration there seems
to have been in both his personal correspondence and
speeches a new note of literary excelleney that super-
goded his former writings. A letter which he wrote to
Jams C. Conkling on August 26, 1863 illustrates this
new terminology in which he uses & more elogquent phrase
for “the latest generations.”

In one of the clozing paragraphs of the letter a TS
this literary gem: “The signs look better. The Father of
Waters again goes unvexed to the Sen. Thanks to the

t north-west for it. Nor yet wholly to them. Threa
undred miles up they met New England, Empire, Key-
gtone and Jersey hewing their way right and left. . . .
Thanks to all. For the great republic—{or the principle
it lives by, and keeps alive—for man’'s vast foture—
thanks to all."

Lineoln seemed to feel that the lt:;‘:fﬂ'lﬂ of the nation
to maintain the principle of liberty equal rights was
somehow linked with “man's vast future” and he con-
cloded the Conkling letter with what becomes almost
a benedietion:

"Peace does not appear so distant as it did. 1 hope it
will come soon, and come to stay; and so comes as to be
worth the keeping in all future time™

At Gettys , less than three months later, again
using his terminology he eame to the
climax of his nativity theme by resolving that the na-
tion shall have a “new birth of freedom” so with liberty
reborn and the nation rejuvenated, he asserts that popu-
lar government “shall not perish from the earth."

Addressing an Ohio Regiment on their way to their
homes the President emphasized the grand objective of
the struggle in which they had been engaged in these
words: “Is it not merely for today, but for all time to
come, that we should perpetuate for our children’s chil-
dren this great free government which we have enjoyed
all our lives.”



