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THE FILIAL RELATION OF THOMAS AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Mother’s Day creates the proper atmosphere for
tributes which may be paid to those who most deserve
the pranise of men., In keeping with the spirit of the
present occasion it appears as if Father's Day should
also invite some kindred sentiments with respect to the
other mamber of the paternal group. It is doubtful if
the forebear of any great American has been so groasly
misrepresented as Thomas Lincoln.

The origin of the wholly tnreliable data about him
ean be traced to Willlam Herndon, the same author
who =0 spitefully and grossly misrepresented the
characters of the two women Abraham Lincoln loved
best—his mother and his wife. As if that were not
enough, he has portrayed the father of the President
as one of the most unworthy characters which history
records.

Herndon began his abuse of Thomas Lincoln by the
allegation that he was the putative sire of the President
and on this thesia built up the a ent that there was
never any real filial relation ween Thomas and
Abraham. In fact he introduced the proposition that
there was a feeling of enmity between two.

Thomas, tmord]ngum Herndon, had *“little faith in
books" and leaves impression that he objected to
Abraham’s schooling and saw to it that the “drudgery
of human toil” was pot first. There were no

however, for this assertion and in his own notes Herndon
rmrdad' this statement made by the r: “Mr,
Lincoln never made Abe quit reading to do anything, if
he could aveid it. He would do it himself first . . . he
himself felt the uses and necessities of education and
wanted his boy Abraham to learn and he encouraged
him to do it in all ways he could."

Beveridge, who used the Herndon manuseripts as
source material introduces the most often discussed
guestion about Lincoln's affection for his father as
revealed at the time his father became ill in 1851, John
Iy, Johnston, Linecoln's stepbrother notified Abraham
about his father's illness and Beveridge states, Lineoln
sent Johnston a strange letter, which is made intelligible
only by recalling the mutual dislikes between father and
;m&ﬂil)phytd during Lincoln’s boyhood days in
n

El.!lﬁﬂi; anu]d:;:d,m:cﬁun to Johnston's lct:vrlin 1851
shou consi revious messages sent ohnston
and his relatives Ihﬂgl‘. Thomas Lincoln's heﬂﬂt should
be scrutinized. Such mmﬂmhubm&rrﬂd
in the Robert Lineoln Papers in the Library of gross,

About a year and a half before Thomas Lincoln's
final iliness he had another spell of sickness at which
time both Johnson and his kinsman, A. H. C'.Iu?-
man pleaded with Abraham to come at once if he would
see hia father alive. Chapman opened his letter with
this statement: “Sir, at the special request of J. D.
Johnston I write ﬁou to inform you of the severe illness
of your father. He was attacked with a lesion of the
heart some time sinee and for the last few days has been

tting much worse and at thiz time he is very low
ndeed. Ho is very anxious to see you before he dies
and I am told that his eries for you for the last few
days are truly heart-rending. He wishes you to eome
and see him instantly if yon possibly can.” Chapman
further continues in his letter with a statement: “If
you are fearful of leaving your family on account of the

cholera" . . . (some writers have interpreted the word
“ghildren™ which appears to me to be cholera.) Chapman
assures Linecoln that “the health of our place is ex-
cellent,” and invites Lincoln to bring his family. A
few days later Lincoln received a letter from Isaac
Onstott from Havana, 11l. stating, “There have been no
cases of cholera in this vicinity up to this time” indi-
cating cholera was then prevalent in Illinois.

The following day John D. Johnston wrote to Lincoln
using about the same appeal which he had dictated to
Chapman stating he had secured a doctor and stressed
Thomas's desire to see him, ns Johnston put it “for
you are his only child that is of his own flesh and blood.™

Four days after Chapman penned his first letter he
wrote in stating, “1 was fearful at the time 1 wrote
to you that I was giving you considerable unnecessary
uneasiness and so told Enﬁnltnn « « « 1 now have the
pleasure of informing you that your father is not only
out of all dan but that he 18 not afflicted with a
disease of the heart . . . will undoubtedly be well in a
llhml‘t t!me;';h‘ nftﬁmu mn:]:ﬁﬁ his Inttarf WiEﬂ this
apologetic n “1 hope you orgive me for ﬁnﬁ
you as I did without knowing whnfll was about an
promise for the future to be more careful.”

Thomas Lincoln became ill again about the first of
January 1851 and letters reached the President from
both John D. Johnston and Harriet Chapman advising
that the aged Lincoln was in serious physical condition.
Abraham must have recalled former requests for his
presence. He wrote urging Johnston to secure any
medical or material aid that might be needed and then
stated, “My bosiness js such that I could hardly leave
home now, if it were not as it is, that my own wife is
sick abed. (It is a case of baby sickness and I mp‘mn
is not dan g.}"” William Wallace Lincoln had n
born Dee, 21, 1850, just few days before the iliness of
Thomas was made . Attorney Lincoln was also
engaged for several days in a huvg' schedule of law
eases he was trying in the United States district and
cireuit eourts.

There is no cause whatever for stressing the argument
that his failuore to make a trip to Coles %uunty at this
time indicated bad feeling for his father or that he was
revealing animosity when he wrote in his letter to
Johnston: “Idmﬂyhnuﬂmumﬁgtﬂﬂ...
Say to him if we could meet now, it ubtful if it
would not be more painful than pleasant, but that if
it is his lot to go now he will soon have a jo

meeting) with many loved onea gone before: and w

the rest) of us, through the help of God, hope ere-long

to join) them.'

There is no word written by Lincoln or no d
reminscence about the father and son that would even
lﬂgm that they did not enjoy a reciprocal filial re-
lationship.

A granddaughter of Sarah Bush Lincoln made this
statement, “l1 am just tired of hearing father
Lincoln abused . . . He had the old Virginia notion of
hospitality . . . Uncle Abe got his honesty and his clean
notions of living from hia father.” Willlam G. Green
who visited Thomas Lincoln stated, “He was candid and
truthful; popular with his nalgh'horn . « « hiz desire
wns to be on terms of amity and socinbility with every-
ﬂﬂ.ﬂ."
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