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PULITZER PRIZE WINNERS MENTION LINCOLN

Ly ol I it Mgy
or his Comple I
’thu:x Lincoln theme may have contrib something to
its recognition and invites the perusal of other Pulitzer
winners for Lincoln references. The big four classifica-
tions in eur‘r%tt Iibt.;r:ﬁ:? eited tb.’%m hothw}qu_ ?ﬂ?
ven on udges: y, John C.

Eﬁlhr Colt; fiction, The Town by Conrad
Richter; history, The Old Northwest by R, C. Buley; and
poetry, Complete Poems by Carl 3

John €. Calhoun—American Portrait

Students of Abraham Lineoln are pleased indeed that
subject matter relating to a contem of Abraham
Lincoln was given recognition in on of the
best American biography. In the wvery first cha of
her book, Margaret t presents the proba y that
during their early rs Lincoln did not live in so dismal
a solitude as Calhoun experienced which is probably
correct as the backwoods tradition of the rail splitter
has been atly engferated (p. 9). Also, in an early
chapter Lincoln is again t in as a contrast figure
to the “fastidious” Calhoun with respect to their cireuit
riding behavior (p. 49).

Several monographs, wholly untenable, have been pub-
lished supportin @ tradition that John C, Calhoun was
the father of A Lincoln. Margaret Coit accepts
s B R B il e Py S0
cou p & r of Ann Hanks,
who lived with her in a tavern at Abbeville, North
Carolina. The author has not been so easily misled as
some historians into believing that this was the same
Nancy Hanks who married Lincoln in Kentucky
in 1806, a full E&r before the alleged Abbeville affair
:g%l rlm and three years before “Abe” was born (p.

Lineoln ia again brought to the attention of the reader
in the chapter on "Slavery—The Theory and the Faet,"
He is mentioned as having defined the tyranny of slavery
as a system whereby “you work and earn bread, and
I'll eat it" (p. 208).

The Town

The Town by Conrad Richter which received recogni-
tion for the outstanding novel of the year offered no
oecasion for the author to mention Lineoln. Chronologi-
eally the scene s too early for Lincoln's emergence ns
story follows the Indian wars with General Anthony
Wayne and Chief Little Turtle coming in for some at-
tention. The story is oriented in Ohio while Lincoln dur-
ilng this period was a youth growing up in Southern

n

dinnn.
The Old Northwest
Inasmuch as Abraham Lincoln is easily the outstand-
ing ﬂ;um produced by the old northwest and one of the
world's great men, specific references to the environments
which contributed to his growth might be expected in
this two volume work by an Indiana author. Dr. Buley,

however, in one paragraph disposes of Lincoln as far as
any attention to his jate surroundings are ob-
served, in the following language:

“The Andrew Jacksons, Abraham Lincolns, and An-
drew Johnsons were, to one way of looking, not unique,
not even ntﬁklng}y exceptional : like Daniel Boone they
became known beecause they later into conapicuous
spota, In overs{lwlﬂtam community of any size were other
men just as able, men who in :I%lehlhlllty would have
necredited themselves just as had the accidents of
history happened differently; (p. II, 328, 329).

On only one other ocecasion does the name of Abraham

Lincoln creep into the text when the author refers to
Lineoln as an aspiring politician and makes the follow-
inzquntatlun from Lincoln's announcement as a candi-
date for the Legislature in 1832,

“] ean only say that I view it as the most important
subject that we as a people can be engaged in. That
every man may receive at least a moderate education,
and thereby be enabled to read the histories of his own
and other countries by which he may duly appreciate the
value of our fres imﬁtnttuné;rl}:puu to be an ohject of
vital importance . . . ™ (p. .

On the four other occasions when Lincoln is mentioned
in this two volume work his name a
notes: his enlistment in the Black Hawk War (II p. T1),
copy of his announcement as a candidate for 1llinois

ture in 1836 (I1 p. 176-177), mentioned as a Whig
(II p. 232), and also as a Whig elector (II p. 246).

Complete Pooma

A brief autcblographical sketch which Sandburg pre-
pared for the preface of his Complete Poems makes
mention of his six volumes of biography although no
reference is made to subjeet matter or titles of these
books on Lincoln. The name of Lincoln does ap in the
preface, however, in an appraisal which Lincoln made of
the Declaration of Independence, ealling it an “immortal
emblem.” {mu-mﬁn

When Sandburg’s selection of Chicage Poems was pub-
lished in 1915 he seems to have been %ﬂnﬁ some atten-
tion to studies of Lincoln in bronze. The Lincoln penny
comes in for comment (p. 20) as well as St. Gaudens’
heroic statue in Lincoln park (p. 27). The theme of “the
peepul” is always of interest and his Lincolns always
come forth from the people (p. T1). In the section en-
titled The Cormhuskers presents in “Fire Logs” a
portrait of N Hanks dreaming of the coming of a
tall man (p. 1025,

The poet’s impression of Lincoln's home town was
associated with “Knucks" as he entitles the lines—brass
knucks such as those used by ruffians, Observing these
instruments of punishment in a Springfield store Sand-
burg recalled Lincoln’s expression * malice toward
none” (p. 121), The lines under “Cool Tomba” empha-
size Lincoln's attitude towards his enemies (p. 134).

The Lincoln theme finds expression in the Complete

Poems more often in the later verses when the a

s a8 the *“Wandering Troubadour" ginging his htl]ag
or “the peepul.” It was not until ten years after Sand-
burg wrote his Prairie Years that he com a Lincoln
poem of some length (156 lines) in which he submitted
rhetorical ms; respecting Lincoln as a poet, a his-
torinn, and a patriot (p. 621-625). Reference to the
Gettysb tnAthe e -]lnwedr timdburgl t:; g'it\};e :l'urth:]r
emphasis rage "o e peepul, e peep
and for the peepul™ (p. 587). Later Sandg referred
to profiteers as “respectable scoundrels” so defined by
Linecoln {p. 606). In 1941 when in the midst of the war
years the poet wrote under the caption “Is there any
road to Freedom?" he used one of his favorite Lincoln
expressions “we must disenthrall ourselves” (p. 625).
The song about “Mr, Longfellow and his " was ap-
parently reviewed to reveal that President Lineoln eried
when he read Longfellow’s poem “The Building of the
Ship” (p. 632-654).

The most impressive verse on Lincoln, lﬂ&aﬂng in
Complete Poems was read by Sandburg at William and
Mary College in 1944 and is entitled, “The long shadow
of Lincoln: a Litany." Here the m again uses Lin-
eoln's expression “we must disen ourselves” as a
feature emphasis (p. 6356-637).



