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WASHINGTON AND LINCOLN ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

An ‘luﬂt?ﬁ:][l uri\dur tﬂfa E: tion “Ar;wrl;.a*u E-‘II.LBI: Clulanﬂ”
n n the issue ¢ magazine for February 26,
lgge The argument asserts that “Washington's admoni-
tion to mvoid ‘entangling alliances’ has become a shib-
boleth for puny minds.” Overlooking for the moment the
contemptuous reference to those whose opinions may
?iﬂ’er w.ithuthn editor's in &t;nn of u:ﬁ"ﬁ']'-. [
oreign cy, may we authen @ @
xpm:ig: :ntmgﬁlng ﬂli:nm. Although it is placed
in qumtion mAr credited to the father of the
country, carefu lﬂl.l'c]ﬂnﬁ reveals no instance where
:t appears in m&mgh W Hm or speeches. The phrase
“entangling all ln murpolltiun md
should not be credited to Gum-ge
it may reveal how he felt about hcﬂming enmuhod in
international Pa.rumrs

The word “entangle wu used on one oceasion by
Washington in a rhetorieal n which he Iubmimd
and it reveals his mind with reference to the nation's
mlntlunlhip with Europe in his day. Washington en-

I'=I

by interweaving our dﬂﬁn} with that of any
part oi' hnrnpa, entangle our peace and ]:rupﬂit; in the
toils of BEuropean ambition, rivalship, interest, humor,

or caprice?”

Washington further supports this viewpoint with this
frank and sensible argument.

“Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us
have or a very remote relation. Hence she must
be en in frequent the canses of w
are essentially l'nﬂin tn ur concerns, Hence, therefore,
it must be unwise in implicate oursel by
artificial ties, in the ﬂdlll.rj' vic of her pal

or the ordinary eombinations and collisions of her friend-
:iipundn:hh-.
Not only towards but with respeet to foreign

influence in President had this to say:
“Against imidiuu wiles of foreign tnﬂu—e-, (1
conjure you to beliove me, fellow-citizens,) th I!::
of & free people ought to be contantly awake; e his-
tory and experlence prove, that foreign influence is one
of the most baneful foes of Republican Government.”
The word “entanglements,” referring baek to its spuri-
ous use, is again employed in the same ph by the
editor of Life magazine in this manner: * mtmg'li-
ments he ( nh!nmn} distrusted were entm lements
of the moment.” It would be difficult to square this asser-
tion with the ful]uminms gﬁndple advoca %‘.ed by the first
President nftthul I.T::Iir tlta: who m d: 2 b it
reat rule of conduct for us, tn n.
nations is, in extending our GDHHRCEA.‘L
have with them as little POLITICA methnum-

sible. So far as we have already formed let
lh-.bel’ull[l-d with perfect good faith. EHI'III-

?u:t the reverse of the editor’s conclusions about mo-
E!Tmthlt nts is here set forth, as Washington

b {
should “be fn'lﬁ]]ud with perfeet good
faith,” but with rdmn- to su . lements

Wash warns, “Here let us This
bﬂfﬂnudr seta forth the fact that wmm did
"diurl:rn.-lt“ something more than “en ements of the
moment” ns this further course of p ure sets forth:
“It is our policy, to steer clear of Permanent Alliances
with any portion of Lthe fo world; so far, | mean, an
we are now at liberty to do for let me not be under-
stood as upl.hla pqtrnnlling infidelity to existing

“E::::inlnut:h dit f Life magazine 1d
n ¢ editor o @ ¢ would not asao-
cinte Abra iam Lincoln with those of “puny mind;." Yet

in pmﬂpmﬂun for the memorial observanece of Fe
he selected for reading on that day seve

paragraphs from Washington's Farewell Address. He
ordered that t "ba read to the troops at every military
post and at the head of the several raE!l.mmta and corps
of the army.” Lincoln must have hun :ruament with
the conclusions drawn by Washington the exce
he selected and to ﬂut extent the u:hihitn which follow

“EThe name of AMERI hich belangs
se n!p"ﬂ CAN“W ) to you in
your na ca ¥, must A eXa ust ?rhk
of patriotism more than nt,r Elhtln nrild
rimination.

local disc

nency of uiu-. ;':nnnmt fur ﬂu lrm.iu
indis Hn dl.lnn-. however striet, between the
parts can be an e. They must inevit-

ah merhmuthﬂrmhulﬂhmm-m

times ltl'!'l- ex
all nations, C‘nlﬂutt
nl:L Religion and llllrl.ljh'
can it be that good pol o8 mot
equally nn,ilnl:n itT It 'lrﬂl h worthy of a free, mll:htued,
and, at no distant period, “f"“ nation, to
mankind the m::mmimnnl and too novel exam nl’ a
people always guided by an exalted justice an
olence. . . . Harmony and a liberal intercourse wu.h nll
nations are recommended by policy, humanity, and inter-
e P B g ...il""“” T’“‘”nu::
equa A r n: nor
exclusive favors or preferences. .
hﬂnth:tithfollrhuuuthlulmttw
urutadut‘ﬂt;n frm:mh! h::'-\t;t p.uwﬂ:h:
portion independence for w er it may accept
under that character—that such acceplance it may
Fhuiudlhthemd:t&n having given valents
or nominal favors, and yet of being reproac
ingratitude for not having given more.
reater error than to or ealeulate o real favors
rom mation to nation. It is an illusion which experience
must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.”
o i B o B B i ot S
n citations, in his annual mess on
he had this to say about foreign Nlat{aga
“We have attempted no prﬂﬂndhm. acknowl-
no revolution, But we left to mr nation
tI;;ﬂ E.xlc]unwe conduct and management of its own
affairs.
On Febroary 15, 1848 Abraham Lincoln wrote a letter
to William Herndon at Springfleld which iz one of his
strongest arguments against Intmuﬂnml meddling.

can be no

at the ud n:f tha
gnhrin was the ui: jeet. This our mnvantlnnt?mdemtuod

the most oppressive of all kingly oppressions, and
they resolved to so frame the Cumtit;;ﬂm that no one
man should hold the power ut bringing this op rasa:iun
us. But your view des the whole ma
pr:;d our President where kings have always stuod"



