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THE LINCOLN’S EXECUTIVE MANSION LIBRARY

Books may be associated with the
more permanent gifta which serve as
preuent.ntmm at the Christmas sea-
#0N. of them will increase in
bath !m ental and intrinsic values
as the years follow on. Abraham Lin-
coln is known to have received many
e g ﬂ“::

era is
evidence Hu.t"l]iam was
of books within the meln

family eirele.
Mary Todd L wﬂe of the
Prmdm Wi up in the

wimospie of "i‘:‘:s‘n,&n‘“‘xmmﬁé
er a en
there was a fine library and a con-
siderable number of the volumes
which oeccupied the bookcases have
been preserved. Here, Lineoln and h:a
family enrouts to Washington
1847, visited for a ad of thra:a
weeks, and tradition has it that Mr.
Lineoln gpent much time with his
father-in-law's books. While the Lin-
caln home at Eprlng&eld may not

have contained many wvolum
is evidenece that ﬂ:u,Ed lm‘ib‘mry
inlnsll-:rin;'ﬂnﬂ was open to the Lin-
e

Until the Fillmore's entered the
Executive Manslon it is said to have

been “entirely destitute of books™
inasmueh as Mrs, Fillmore had been
a school

with books of
found it “difficult to content herself
in o house devoid of such attractions.”

According to one of her friends she
found a room on the second floor above
the blue room that was not set aside
for any specific purpose which she
soon converted into a library. She
wns so successful in her enterprise
that her husband was able to per-
suade Congress to put through a bill
authorizing a small appropriation for
the purchase of books for the Presi-
dent’s House.

It is not likely that Mrs. Franklin
Pierce, the successor of Mrs, Fillmore
as first lady, did very much in build-
ing up the library, as Mrs. Pierce was
extremely delieate and her health
would not allow any special exertion.
Harriet Lane, niece of President
James Buchanan who followed Mrsa.
Pierce ns White House hostess, was
not especinlly a book woman as her
biographers tell us, s0 we doubt
whether the library in the Executive
Mansion established by Mrs. Fillmore
had received many additions until the
arrival of Mrs. Lineoln.

Quite recently there has been dis-
covered in ashington documents
which allow us to learn the titles of
some of the books which were added
to the Library after Mrs. Linecoln
took over the affairs of the Executive
Mansion. Apparently an appropriation

for thu uu:ltion for the
libra e President’s House was
avail Ie in 1861 and 1862 as we

find Mrs. Lincoln making several pur-
chases charged to the government.

We first observe Mrs. Lincoln ]my-

ing books from Daniel Appleton &

Hew York, on September 5, 1861,
The account was charged to ﬂm “Li-
brary of the Executive Mansion.”
Three of the books are marked “De-
livered to Mrs. Lincoln" and a further
endorsement states, “The books have

been sent by Adams Express this day.”
The inventory which amounted to
22684.00 is presented in detail:
Irving's Works 21 vols. calf  42.50
Jackson 8 vols, 7.00
Willis Mor. 4.50
Favourite Eng. 6.75
World Noted uman 9.00
B.eg:hliun Court 5.00
Robert's Holy Land 3 vols. 45.00
Jameson's Female “,gna
Jameson's Characteristies 14.00
Warren's Works 5 vols, 12.00
Motley’s Netherlands 2 v, 475
Schroder's Washington 2 v 15.00
mnmﬂ“" Hoems & Tauly 2 1250
v
Forest 4 4.50
Heman's Poems T.00
B 's Poems 6.00
Bi (2) 5.560
ice 1.256
Queens of England 6.75

Longfellow 8 vols.

Bunyan Mor. 7.00
Amer, Eloquence 2 vols, 6.00
Mansiong of England 2 vols. 12.00
Bmﬂ ‘Vclﬁ ﬁ.g’g
rEonage -
Semi Atudwd Couple .16

The next book shopping by Mrs.
Lincoln of which we have a record
was done in Washington, when on
July 1, 1862 William F. Richstein's
hookstore at 278 Penn Ave. was
visited. This acecount also was charged
to the “Library of the Executive Man-
sion., The purchasea amounted to
&75.156 and an endorsement states that
“The President pays of the above
hill $16.26." The items listed follow:

Hood's Poems 2 vols, %6 ealf 1.50
Goldsmith's Poems calf 500
Homes of American Authors mor, 6,00
Strickland's England T vols. 21.00
Strickland'as Scotland 8 v. 20,00

Mrs, Browning's Poems 4 vols.  9.00
Mrs. Sigourney's Poems eloth 1.26
Mra. Osgood 90
East Lynne B0
Castle Wafer 50
Earls Heirs .50
Channing’s Bl
Heir to Anhh:r o0
Life Sec B0
Peariu of Ord Island 125
Agnes of Sorento 125

Bl.cI:iJiHeanrknn August T,
1862 for the | ﬁ'la d-ljr"l pur—
chase recorded, Mrs.

the bookstore of T. J. meu:. G‘H
Broadway, apparently twice on the
same day as there are two se te
inventories, The longer one follows:

Spencer's Poems 8.00
American Revolution 16.00
Si;guurna 'a Poemna 5.00

ew York 4.50
Indian Fables 205
Hist. of Rwulutlun 6.00
Hist, of W nslon 9.00
H:In. of En:l.m g‘gg

oyages
A.'lhum:. 8.00
Portrait Gnllnr: 16.00
Land Book 325
Field Book 10.00
Kane's Expedition 10.00
Travels 295
Hist. of Creation 2.50
Hist. of Birds B3
Hist. of Beast 76
Hist. of Art 50
Text Book AT
1 Box g5

The shorter of the two lists of
books pu from Crowen on Au-

7 im:ludm
- Waverly Hgg
Set mu 12,00

These bills amounted to §175.00. A
notation states that, the President
pays of the above bills $108.00 leavi
the government to pay $67.00. Bo
of the Crowen bills were receipted by
Crowen on August 12,

Just how the amounts to be paid
by Mr. Lincoln were established ecan-
not be aseertained from the records
available. We are also unable to learn
the extent and eontents of the library
when the Lineoln's arrived and how
many other books not accounted for
were added during the residence of the
Lineoln's, The acquisitions of Mr. Lin-
coln ineluded 66 titles eomprising 153
volumes with a cost amounting to
$478.156. The important factor in the
building of thia library is the avail-
ability of these books to Abraham
Lineoln from the time of their pur-
chazes to the day of his death.



