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PART IL
THE LINCOLN-DOUGLAS CAMPAIGN.

The mention of Abraham Lincoln’s name
in the convention which nominated Fre-
mont and Dayton ip 1856 was by no man-
ner of means the introduction of that quaing
personality to the politics of tie country.

Asearly as the spriny of i832 he was a
candidate for the Indiana Legisiature, and
in 183+ he was a successful candidate for
that position to which he was re-elected in
1836, 1838 and 1840. In 1346 hé went to
Congress, where he signalized his presence
by olfering for consideration a schewe for
the emancipation of the slaves in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. He was offered the gov-
ernorship of Oregon Territory by President
Taylor, but declined, largely because of 1ths
exactions of his rapidly - growing
professional  practice, and, Dbecause,
too, having become recognized a8
the most Iinfluencial exponent of the
principles of the Whig party in the West,
apnd especially in the State of Illinois, his
friends dissuaded him from leaving to oth-
ers a field which promised him such good
results in the future. TFromn 1854, at which
time the entire country was profoundly
agitated by the repeal of the Missouri com-
promise, political ambition and gonerous
impulse in behalf of the down-trodden race
kept pace, side by side, in Lincoln’s breast.
This act of Senator Dounglas, for many
years & warm and personal friend, and.a
bitter wpolitical opponent of Lincoln,)
arouved a Ieeling akin to distrist in the'
minds of his old friends, and myphasized
the hatred of those who dislined and oup-
posed him persunally and wvolit'eally. In
spite of thewr friendly personal relations
Linceln and Douglas werg brought fags to,
‘ face, as representatives each of a fighting

varty. The encroachments of slavery upon ;
the Territorizs Lincoln regarded as a gross |
| breach of faith, and in a series of vemark- |
lable political discussions attracted the at—l
tention of the nation to the virility of his:
arguments, and the breadth and scope of
his eonstitutional apprahensions.

Senator Shields neared the close of his
senalorial vern.

A legislature was in session, and upon it |
devolved a senatorial choice. Lincoin was’
the faverite of the Whigs, Shields of the
Democrats, with a few scattering votes
among the Democrats for Lyman Trumbull.
Trumbull was a Democrat who believed in
the constituticn and opposed the extensicn
of slavery, and through the irnfluence of |
Mr. Lincoln, who dreaded above all things |

!the return of Mr. Shields, or any other |
| Democrat who would stand by Douglas in |
the fight then imwinent, and who urged'
his friends 1o vote for Trumbull, there was
socured for the upper house adistinguished
| law gziver, a statesman without fear and
| vrithout blemish, who served his country
and his constituents for many years therec-
after with intelligence and eairnestness of

| purpose.

It wasa great fight. L

Thosedays which tried men’s souls, which
turned praning hooks into spears, made
statesmen from politicians, and infused a
spirit of patmotism into the boys and girls
of the time, were not important simply be-
cause they led up to the greateststruzgle
of modern years, but because they afforded
journalism, the pulpit, the schoolliouse, the
debating societies tremendous scope for
study. ior investigation, for the drawing cf
inferences, the teaching of needed lessons,
and the elevation of the entire people from
the dead level of money grubbing tothe !
higher planes of contest for free specch. frve
press, free men, free thonght, the liberty for
which the fathers suffered, bled and died.

Such times demanded leaders.

And, as in the grcat supernal fights,angels
and archangels of Iight not only drew
swords and gathered m mighty phalanx for |

;the right, but angels and archangels were !
I maishalled under the leadership of the
"prince of darkness. drawing their swords '
 for determined resistance to all that was
| #cod and true and noble; so. Lincoln on the |
| one hand, standing hand to hand, shoulder ,
"to shoulder with the other great names
famousinthearmy of the just,Seward.Chuse,
-Beecher, Greeley, Raymond. Lovejoy,\Wade,
was opposed by men of equal brain, of as "
wide experience, of a. common determina-
tion, and a battle was begun, the very ]
skirmishes preceding which challenged the |
attention of the world and furnished heroes
for the page of history.

The first clash of arms came in Illinois.

Anti-slavery men, formerly Whigs, join- ;
ing hands with anti-slavery men formerly

' Democrats, were massed as Repulblicans |
under the leadeiship of Lincoln, who
sought an electionio the United States Sen-
ate in place of Douglas, thena sen-tor sceli- |
ing re-clection. the one a recoen zed mouth-
picce of ihe new party, the other biovking
norival as leader of tle patty inm power.

. Being challeasred by Mr. Lincoln to & joint

discussion, Senator Douglas faced with his
great rival a series of immense andiences in
tlieir own State. In these days of steno-
wraphic reports and universal uze of the
electric wire, verbatim reports of those
mighty etforts, as adroit and svecious in the
mouth of Mr. Douglas as 1hey were earrest.
impassioned and genuine in that of
Mr. Lincoln, would appear in everv
signiticant parer. As it was, even
in that far-away period, so great was the
interest throughout the mation that the
metropolitan papers sent correspondents to

I follow the speakers {from point to point,

i and to reproluce, in general terras, the ar-

. guments educed by both. A bold and sig-

" nificant utterunce by Mr. Lincoln at that
time would seem to be evidence of his

prophetic genius. Said he: “A house di-

vided against itself cannot stand. 1 belisve

i this government cannot endure permanent-

1y, half slave and half free. I don’t ex-
pect the Union to be dissolved, I don’t ex-
pect the house to fall. but I do expect that

i it will cease to be divided. It will become
all the one thing or all the other. Either
the opponents of slavery will arrest the
further spread of it, and place it where the
public mind shall restin the belief that it is
in the course of uitimate extinction, orits
adyocutes will push it forward until it shall

become alike lawinl in all States, old as]
well as new, Norih as well as South.”

The coutest was nip and tuck,

Douglas. kncwn as the Little Giant, was a
vowerful dehater, and had spent his life on
‘the stump and in public service, He had

every change upon his finger’s end. He un-
dersjood the fi:hts of oratory and the
| tricks ol rheioric. He was personally ac-
i quainte:l with vearly every man in the:
| State, his popularity was unbounded. and
he was evervy-here conceded 10 be a master
mind. Mr. Lincoln had mot the physical
uand personal advantages of his opponent,
vet he was quite his match before a popular
audience.

His manner was unique.

He had devot:d friends.

His quick insight and intuitive percep-
tions enabled him to detect the weak points
of his ovposer, and his apparently inex-
haust bie fund of apposite stories and preg-
nant znecdotes, kept his aud ene in good
hum:r from fir-t tolast. The weak point
of Mr. Dovglass was that he was on the
wreng side, and Lincoln’s greatest strength
was found in the fact that the princivle hie
contended for was deep-scated in the lLieart
of every true American, the men he talked
before being of thatstamp. The interest
felt in the debate was national, and.
.although the Legislature returnga was

of. ; the ~complexion that re-elected
Douglass “'to the Senate, the isSue
|of the campaign placed Abraham
'Lincoln far in the forefront of the
thinkers, as well asof the speakers of that
time, when great thinkers lived and great
orators talked. Lincoln knowing very well
that Douglas cared at the time moze for bis
momentary trinmpoh than for the ultimate
supremacy of his cause. adroitly pushed
bim. inch by inch, until, in Freeport, Il.. he
cornered him by asking whether the people
of a Territory could, in any lawful way.
peainst the wish of any citizen of the
United States, exclude slavery from its
limits prior to the formation of a

by unfriendly territorial legislation, where-
upon Lincoln rejoined, “Judge Douglas
would seem to hold that a thing may law-
fully be driven away from a place where it
hag alawful vight to go.”” Tlie momentary

State constitution. Douglas replied that.
slayery could of course be excluded:

| effect of that was great, but two years later, |

when what is known as the secession con-

vention assembleé in Charleston, and when

| the delegates from the nation were in hot
debate as to which of the two, Jefferson
Davis or Stephen A. Douglas, should be
their banuer carrier, the argument was used
with great effect that “Mr. Dounglas said in
his Frevort speech 1hat slavery might law-
i fully be excluded from any Territory by un-
! friendly territorial legistation.”
The Republican party was new.
And like all new organizations the Re-
publican party was in dauger of beingover-.
governed. It contained many elements

bitterly hostile to each other, althouzh

united on one pointof common inlerest—the
non-extension of slavery Leyond its exist-
ing bounds. Inthe first place, there were
the criginal Abolitionists, who, as their
| name implied, fought for the destruction of
| slavery, pure and simple. wherever it ex-
isted, as contrary to the law of God and
opposed to the honor of mankind. Then
thers were the Whizs with their peculiar
notions, and the Democrats with theirs.and
a great body of non-political think-
rs, moralists they might be called,
nd each wing or section  of
the party had its peculiar leaders, favorites
and candidates tor promotion. Mr. Lincoln
was known then simply as a Western man
who had met Donglas on the field and con-
tested the championship with him. He was
invited East. and among other places he
spoke in Cooper Institute, in New York, in
February, 1860, taking as his text the un-
broken record of the founders of the repub-
lic in favor of the restriction of slavery,
-and against its extension. That speech
" elinchea the favor in which he was already
. beld by thinking men. and went far toward
| the compromise made upon him in the
l Chicago convention a few weeks later.
!
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LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS.

Tre President of the Chicago Historical So-
ciety, Mr.Isaac N. ArNoLD, who was a Representa-

tive in Congress during the war, and who has long |

been an eminent membher of the bar of Illinois,
has recently read an exceedingly interesting pa-
per before the Bar Agsociation of that State at

Springfield. Itis a s}{etgh of professional remi- '

niscences for forty years, and contains allusions,

many of them new agd vivid, to the great rivals, -

LincoLN and DouGLas.

They were both, acgording to Mr. ArNOLD, strong
jury lawyers, and Mr. LiycoLy, upon the whole,
the strongest jury lgwyer ever known in Illinois.
They were both vefy able in bringing out dis-
tinctly the controlligg points in a case; both very
happy in the examipation of witnesses; and Lin-
COLN unsurpassed in cross-examination. *He
could compel a witness to tell the truth when he
meant to lie. He tould make a jury laugh, and
generally weep, at his pleasure. LiNcoLN on the
right side, and especially when injustice or fraud
was to be exposed; was the strongest advocate.
On the wrong side(or on the defense, where the
accused was really guilty, the client with DouGras
for his advocate wWould be more fortunate than
with LmvcoLn.” stranger listening a while to
LincoLy would be drawn to his side involuntarily..
His statement of & case was often so clear and
complete that the Qourt would dispense with ar-
gument, and say that if that were his case it
would hear the othdr side. He had in the high-

‘est degree the art of persuasion and the power of

conviction.- He nevpr misstated evidence, and his
wit, humor, and ane rdote were inexhaustible.
The most famous of popular political debates

was the controverdy of LincoN and DoveLas
upon the stump in|Illinois. It made Dovaras
Senator, and Lincory President. Mr. ArNorp
quotes from a speech of LincoLn’s in 1856, a
friendly tribute to Douaras, but it is even more
remarkable for its simple expression of that fidel-
ity to conscience and to humanity which is the
true splendor of LiNcoLN’S renown:

“Twenty years ago Judge Doveras and I first be-
came acquainted; then we were both ambitious, I,
pechaps, ql‘zme as much as he. With me, the race of
ambition has been a failure; with him, it has been a
gplendid success. His name fills the nation, and it is
not unknown in foreign lands. I affect no contempt
for the high eminence he has reached. So reached
that the oppressed of my species might have shared
with me in the elevation, I would rather stand on that
eminence than wear the richest crown that ever pressed
a monarch’s brow.”

It is pleasant to think of the two men standing
side by side at LiNcoLN’s inauguration confront-
ing civil war with a common patriotism. It is
still ‘pleasanter to reflect that Mr. LivcoLy did
reach the highest human eminence, and that, ac-
cording to his desire, the oppressed of his species
ghared his exaltation.




From We Clivag Proes and Tribune. ‘
SAT DEBATE BETWEEN

LANCOLY and DOQUGLAS

AT FREBTORT.

FIFTEEY TUHOUSAND PERSONS PRESENT.
The Dred Seott Champion “Trolted Out” and
“Bronght to his MK ‘

1T PROVES 70 BE STUMP-TAILED,

Great Caving=in on the Ottawoa Forgory.
LE WAS “CONSCIENTIOUS” ADOUT 1T,
Wiy Chase’s Amendment wis Voted Down.

LINCOLN 'TUMBLES Il ALL OVER
STEPHENSON [COUNTY.

Tho socond great debate botsreen Lincoln and
Dauglas eamo off at Freopait an Eriduy aftere
noon.  The day bruke elilly
in. _Altornations of it s

filied up the foreanon gt 159 i
or sottled Amally @44 i) 154 aod.the
Bt cortsalat oD 4

with the single excepdon of 8 rain.

Tho orowd, however, wid eaormous. At
nino o'clock tho Carroll eounty delogation came
i with a loog procesion, hewted by a band of
musie nnd o baooer, on which was inserilod :

CARROLL )\ COUNTY

FOR

ABRAUAM LINCOLN.

At 10 o'clogk n special traig from Amboy,
Dixon and Poly, nrrived with twelve oars
crowded full,  Mr. Lincoln was on this train,
and come twa thousand citizens of Freefort
and vicinity had nssombled to escort him to the
Brewster Honse. Six deafening clhcers wore
givon as our nost Senator atajiped from the
ara: after which the wholo eympnuy formed
2 procession and cstorted him ardund tho
principal streets to the elegavt hotel.  ere
the recoption speoch was dolivered by Hoo.
Phomas J. Turnor—to which Mr. Liveoln,
responded in a (ew approprinte remurks.  Half
un hour later o train of eight cars arrived from
Galenn.  Auather procession was_ formed, pres
coded by a bannor on which wae inscribed :

THE GALENA LINCOLN CLUB.

Tho delegation marched t the Brewstor
Jlougs and gave thres rousing chicors for Abra-
hom Liucoln. Mr. L appeared an the balcony
and roturned his thanks amid & storm of aps

plauso. But the special train on the Gulenn
road feom R»ckl'-mr, Marongn and Balvidere,
eclipsed the swhole—consisiing of sixleen cara
and over a thonsand pereons. Lhey nlzo
warched: to the Browster Honsewith o national
flng bearing the words:

WINNEBAGO COUNTY

som E
“OLD ABE

Mr. Lineoln was ngain calld ont nod re
cci{md with luullgl_inr:’».b
SR azsiv: Jn:'myo" prolas.
aod was escor(=i T om*ﬂklnyutjel %;
what purported to bo o Lirchiight procession.
Tt was beld to bo o torehlight procession by o
number of Dred Seattites who were in the
seeret; but with the mass of the comwunity it
possed for a small psttern, candle bos mob of
Irishmen ond etrcet wrebiny,  “Plenty of
torches, gentlemen?” cried tho chicf livtor;
Mpleaty of ts won't cost you n cent.
Don't bo afraid em?”  1e succeeded in
spnssiue’ abeut sevonty-five of them. The
rest will Lo gnod for next time.

‘At two o'clock the people rushed to the grave,
a couple of squares in the rear of the Bre
Mouse, The crowd w: out one third lurger
than that at Ottawa, formed w vast cirele
around o pyrawid of lumber in tho centre,
which had been oreated for the apeakers and
ronoztol
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